
Venables quits to pursue legal battle with Sugar 

Venables: legal problems 

By John Good body 
sports NEWS 

CORRESPONDENT 

TERRY VENABLES is to 
stand down as England foot¬ 
ball coach after the European 
championships this summer 
to concentrate on a series of 
court cases arising from his 
long-running dispute with 
Alan Sugar and allegations 
about his business dealings. 

In an announcement yester¬ 
day. the Football Association 
said that Venables had decid¬ 

ed not to 'ead England's 
attempt to qualify for die 1998 
World Cup because he feared 
that a “number of time-con¬ 
suming legal battles" would 
interfere with his work. 

Venables made up his mind 
fast month, but the announce¬ 
ment was delayed as the FA 
asked him to reconsider over 
Christmas. The association 
will now set about finding a 
successor, with Kevin Keegan 
the front-runner. 

VenablesS decision to go at 
the end of his two-and-a-half- 

year contract comes after a 
stream of media stories about 
his past financial activities, 
and he is known lo believe that 
there has been an orchestrated 
campaign to discredit him 
since his departure from Tot¬ 
tenham in 1993. The FA said 
yesterday that he was deter¬ 
mined to dear his name. 

His wrongful dismissal case 
against Tottenham and its 
chairman. Mr Sugar, is likely 
to be heard m autumn and he 
also has three libel actions 
outstanding: one against Pan¬ 

orama, one against the Daily 
Mirror, and one in which he is 
being sued by Mr Sugar. 

Venables said yesterday 
that he was going because the 
cases could be “problemati¬ 
cal'*. “We would have a World 
Cup qualifying game around 
October or November and I 
could be in court for several 
weeks. 1 think it's a bit of an 
embarrassment to the FA. but 
in the cireumstances 1 have 
made the decision and it gives 
them time to get somebody 
else." 

Israelis 
hail King 
Husain’s 
peace trip 

From Christopher Walker in tel aviv 

He ruled out a change of 
heart even if England, as host 
country, won the European 
Championships in June. And 
asked if he might return at 
some time in the future, he 
replied: "I haven't thought 
that far ahead.*1 

VenabJes’s uncertainty 
about his future was not 
helped by the 14-man intema- 
tionai committee to which he 
reports. Members have been 
wondering for months wheth¬ 
er it was wise to extend his 
contract because of the poten- 

CHRtSHAHRtS 

KING HUSAIN of Jordan 
yesterday became the first 
Arab monarch to visit Td 
Aviv, winning die hearts and 
minds of its 400,000pecple by 
declaring himself “among 
friends" and boosting the 
chances of peace tn the Middle 
East- 

In the most dramatic per¬ 
sonal gesture since President 
Sadat of Egypt arrived in 
Jerusalem to engineer the 
beginning of the end of old 
hostilities nearly 20 years ago. 
the Jordanian leader defied 
the enemies of peace from 
both the Jewish and Islamic 
extremes. 

Straight-backed, he showed 
not a flicker of fear although it 
took a quarter of the whole 
Israeli police force to protect 
him in an operation which all 
but shut down this most 
Jewish of cities. 

“We love him. We admire 
him more than any other Arab 
leader." said Ptrty Meraz. SO, 
an import agent who stood for 
more than four hours to catch 
a glimpse of the royal motor¬ 
cade sweeping by. “We will 
never forget that it was his 
grandfather {King Abdullahj 
who was file first Arab leader 
to die in the cause of bringing 
Jews and Arabs together.” 

The centrepiece of the trip 
was the opening of a trauma 
surgical unit at the hospital 
where Yitzhak Rabin died 
nine weeks ago. In a moving 
ceremony, the Jordanian mon¬ 
arch built on the deep impres¬ 
sion he had left by his eloquent 
address at Rabin’S funeral 
With a sincerity of tone that 
affected even Jewish cynics 
among the 700-strong audi¬ 
ence at the IchUov hospital, he 
described Leah Rabin as “my 
sister” and said: “To be very 
frank, I fed at home here and 
among friends.” 

He was standing under a 
huge portrait of Rabin sur¬ 
rounded by thousands of red- 
and-white carnations and 
near to television monitors 
wliich only minutes before 
had shown a film of past 
Israeli and Jordanian wars. 

The obvious failure of 
Rabin's right-wing Jewish as¬ 
sassin to halt the peace process 
on November 4 was demon¬ 
strated fay the presence in the 
hospital of two Jordanian 
military officers undergoing 
treatment there. 

Until the soldiers were 
shown on television, many 
ordinary Israelis could scarce¬ 
ly believe that Jordanian mili¬ 
tary personnel were now 
openly coming to Td Aviv for 
treatment One was the victim 
of a helicopter accident and 
the other was wounded while 
serving in Bosnia. 

“We are all the sons of 
Abraham.” file king said be¬ 
fore helping to unveil a memo¬ 
rial wall to Rabin less than 
half a mile from the spot 
where he was shot 

The king, who defied criti¬ 
cism from Arabs at home to 
make his first official visit to 
Israel, infuriated the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation fay 
visiting the largest Jewish dty 
before travelling once to any of 
the areas they have “liberated" 
from Israeli occupation, “ft is 
wrong of King Husain to visit 
Israel," said Jibrfl ai-Rajoub, 
head of PLO security in the 
West Bank. 

It fell to Gabi Barbash. 
director general of the hospital 
to answer the question being 
asked by every Tel Avivian 1 
interviewed. “Until today, we 
have not been able to figure 
out why the Israeli people 
have so much affection for you 
despite wars, casualties and 
animosity that lasted for 
years.” he told the Sandhurst- 
educated monarch. 

“Your tears during the 
funeral, your majesty, melted 
our hearts." These were the 
tears of a friend. The peace is 
not just a piece cor of paper. 
Peace is people, daily life and 
an outstretched hand." 

Shimon Peres, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, told the king: 
“I do not know any other 

. element that can unite us more 
than your visit to our country." 
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Claude Banks kisses his wife. Daphne, at their press conference in Hitchingbrooke Hospital yesterday 

I am feeling fine, says woman 
who was pronounced dead 

By Tim Jones and Joanna Bale 

THE woman who came back 
from the dead said yesterday 
that she felt fine as five doctor 
who declared her dead 
apologised. 

Daplrne Banks, who is still 
recovering in hospital looked 
pale but was able to walk 
unaided as she appeared with 
her husband, Claude, at a 
news conference. She refused 
to comment on her operience 
and would only say: “I'm fine. 
thank you." 

Her solicitor, Anthony 
Northey. said that Mrs Banks. 
61. had attempted suidde with 
an overdose at her home in 
Stonely, near Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire, on New 
Year's Eve. David Roberts, a 
GP who is based in five neartty 
village of Great Staughton. 
wrongly declared her dead. 

Mr Northey said: “Daphne 

and Claude Banks have had 
the opportunity of reflecting 
carefully over the recent trau¬ 
matic events and the various 
options open to them. They 
have derided against making 
any formal complaint to the 
Family Health Services Au¬ 
thority or the General Medical 
Council or the Health Service 
Ombudsman. They have also 
derided that they do not intend 
to institute legal proceedings. 
Obviously the doctor in ques¬ 
tion made an error of judg¬ 
ment, but luckily the error has 
not had fatal consequences." 

He added: “The family are 
just extremely grateful and 
relieved that Daphne is alive 
and making very good 
progress. Daphne unfortu¬ 
nately suffers from epilepsy. 
As a result, she was not able to 
drive. Because of her increas¬ 

ing years she was no longer 
able to walk into the village of 
Kimbofton, some distance 
from her home. She felt very 
lonely and isolated and started 
to suffer from depression. 

“On New Year's Eve it came 
to a bead. She could not face 
going on. She took a large 
quantity of her epilepsy tablets 
and also some sleeping tab¬ 
lets. She climbed into bed and 
just drifted off to sleep." 

Mr Northey said Mr Banks 
had found his wife in the early 
hours of New Year's Day. He 
had called the ambulance 
service who arranged for a GP 
to attend the home. Dr Rob¬ 
erts examined Mrs Banks and 
told Mr Banks that she was 
dead. The doctor then called 
an undertaker. 

Ken Davison, a family 
friend, spotted a varicose vein 

twitching, then heard her 
snore, soon after she was 
delivered to die mortuary of 
Hinchingbrooke Hospital at 
about 4.30am. An emergency 
resuscitation team was called 
and she was taken to an 
intensive care ward. After 
three days in intensive care 
Mrs Banks was transferred to 
a general ward where she took 
a get-well call from John 
Major, their local MP. 

Mr Northey revealed that 
Mrs Banks had little recollec¬ 
tion of the next five days. He 
said: “Her next recollection 
was of her daughter leaning 
over her for a few brief 
seconds. She promptly went 
back to sleep but then drifted 
in and out of consciousness for 

Continued on page 2, col 5 
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Bitter row over school’s pub-voucher prizes 
By John O'Leary 

EDUCATION EDITOR 

THE HEADMASTER of a compre¬ 
hensive school was accused of encour¬ 
aging under-age drinking yestetday 
by offering pub luncheon vouchers as 
form prizes to children as young as 11. 

Pupils at Garibaldi School in Mans¬ 
field. Nottinghamshire, are being 
awarded £10 vouchers towards meals 
with their parents as term prizes for 
regular attendance and good conduct. 

Only sixth-formers, many legally- 
entitled lo drink alcohoL are excluded. 

Classmates have voted for the most 
deserving recipients of the first vouch¬ 
ers. to be presented next week fay Bill 
McCosb, managing director of Mans¬ 
field Brewery and a school governor. 
Vouchers can be cashed at the 
brewery’s pubs which serve meals. 

But the scheme has aroused contro¬ 
versy. Richard WilHs, executive direc¬ 
tor of the National Committee for the 
Prevention of Alcohol and Drug De¬ 

pendency. said: "This will initiate 
children into the whole psychology of 
drinking. It will get them used to 
public bouses." 

The local Methodist minister, the 
Rev Norman Bray, said: “The less 
familiar young propie are with the 
inside of public houses, the better... I 
don’t think the school should be doing 
anything which might lead to young 
people turning to drink.” 

The 1.000-pupil school has mi 
extensive reward system, which it 

credits in part for a dramatic 
improvement in examination results. 
The latest scheme is the idea of Bob 
Salisbury, the head teacher, who said: 
“Every parent we spoke to already 
took their children out H is a 
preposterous notion that the vouchers 
will be used for booze. They are only 
usable for meals with the family. 

“We were looking for something 
inventive to reward pupils, but when¬ 
ever you come up with a novel idea 
you must expect criticism." 
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tial for damaging publicity 
about his business dealings. 

Similar doubts were ex¬ 
pressed before his appoint¬ 
ment in January 1994 and the 
FA chief executive. Graham 
Kelly, admitted at the time 
“there has been a very concert¬ 
ed lobby against him getting 
the job”. But the FA followed 
the advice of Jimmy Armfieid. 
who said (hat managers and 
players believed Venables to 
be the best candidate. 

Yesterday. Mr Kelly said: 
“He was overwhelmingly the 

Balloonist 
lands after 
SOS over 
Atlantic 

From Quentin Letts 

IN NEW YORK 

AN AMERICAN balloonist's 
attempt to circumnavigate the 
globe came to grief off Canada 
yesterday. Steve Fossett, 51. a 
Chicago banker, managed to 
land his one-man balloon. 
Solo Challenger, on a field in 
New Brunswick hours after it 
seemed he would ditch in file 
potentially deadly waters of 
the North Atlantic. 

Mr Fossett jettisoned be¬ 
longings to reduce weight as 
he fought to keep the balloon 
above the waves after burner 
problems developed. He acti¬ 
vated his emergency beacon at 
7.1bam in poor conditions — 
snow, wind and cloud cover at 
2.000 ft — but with visibility 
dawn to a mile, rescuers spent 
file morning trying to locate 
his balloon. 

Two helicopters, a Hercules 
aeroplane and a coastguard 
cutler were sent to the Bay of 
Funtfy to seek the stricken 
balloon. Discarded hems from 
the balloon were found in the 
water, initially creating un¬ 
ease among rescuers, but set¬ 
ting a trail to the field where it 
had landed. 

Richard Branson's balloon, 
Global Challenger, will take 
off from Marrakesh. Morocco, 
at the weekend — and so will a 
Dutch balloon. Unicef Flyer, 
from The Netherlands. 

choice of the professional 
people. The progress he has 
made, his influence within the 
FA and influence on the game 
generally all reflect weli upon 
the derision to appoint him." 

Venables, 51. played for 
England at every level and 
had a successful managerial 
career before becoming chief 
executive at Tottenham. Since 
he took over as the national 
coach, England have played 14 
friendly internationals, win¬ 
ning six and losing only one. 
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THE MOTHER, 
THE WIFE, 

THE MONARCH 

On Saturday in 
The Times, the first 

part of our serialisation 
of Elizabeth, an 

intimate portrait by the 
acclaimed biographer 

of George VI 

Tomorrow. Valerie 
Grove meets Sarah 
Bradford, who drew 

upon previously 
unpublished diaries, 

memoirs and interviews 
to write her 

authoritative biography 
of a wife, mother and 

monarch in her 
seventieth year 
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Classless ticket for man on the Lords omnibus 
Toffs. they say. can min¬ 

gle with ihe opposite 
end of the social scale 

more easily than with the 
middle classes. Both ends 
have so much in common: 
horse-racing, wayward kids, 
the problems of illiteracy', 
debt. gin. rising damp and 
heating hills. 

This truth is plain, watching 
a House of Lords debate. 

You might as well be on the 
tup deck of a number 15 
London bus to Poplar and 
Conning Town. Everyone’s 
terribly matey, everyone has 
his opinion, few know any¬ 
thing about it. half of them 
have a bee in their bonnet. 

everyone enjoys a laugh, and 
the "world takes no notice 
anyway. 

One difference, though, is 
that the lower orders pay £1-30 
to travel on a bus from 
Piccadilly Circus to Poplar 
while the views they express 
cn route are not recorded; but 
members of the Upper Cham¬ 
ber can claim a day subsis¬ 
tence allowance of £33 when 
attending a debate, and their 
views are printed in Hansard. 
Also, people are better dressed 
on the bus. and the insane can 
be ejected by the conductor. 
The Lord Chancellor on his 
woolsack adopts a more de¬ 
tached role and never exam- 

MATTHEWPARRIS 

POLITICAL SKETCH 

ines rickets once they have Set 
you on board. 

Yesterday in the Lords, two 
new peers were admitted. The 
Baroness Hayman and Lord 
Sewel were introduced. This, 
the noble equivalent of pre¬ 
senting your season photo¬ 
pass (for life), involves a good 
deal of ti>ing and fro-ing and 
bowing by people dressed in 

carpets. 
After the ceremonials, the 

Lord Chancellor told them all 

to hold very tight, ting-ring tor. 
rather, ~hear-hear^\ and the 
journey commenced. The firsi 
discussion on our noble bus 
was about pensions and was 
initiated by the Baroness 
Strange in a home-knitted 
cardi.'she said there were as 
many as "SkOOO ladies in 
limbo" waiting for widows’ 
pensions, and it was a dis¬ 
grace. Another of their lady¬ 
ships observed that some 
people might die before they 

got their pensions, and an 
annoyed muttering twgan. 
One peer wondered why the 
unemployed couldn’t be draft¬ 
ed in to do something useful, 
like processing pension appli¬ 
cations. Ttng-nng. And the 
bus moved on. 

... To air pollution. Lord 
Campbell of Cray wanted to 
know what the government 
minister was going to do about 
it. especially “particulates 
from diesel”. Lord Campbell 
of Allowav (Campbells and 
Mackays in the Lords are like 
Smiths and Patels in Ftoplar) 
grew restive: “What is a partic¬ 
ulate? What’s it all about?” 
Everyone laughed. Few knew. 

Viscount Goschen explained 
the difference between diesel 
and petrol: “One puts out 
emissions of one type, and the 
other puts out emissions of the 
other type.” Noble heads 
nodded. 

Lord Caldecote was espe¬ 
cially bothered by lorries thun¬ 
dering past all die time. Lord 
Stoddart of Swindon wished 
we could all go back to trolley 
buses. Lady Seear had person¬ 
al experience of the adverse 
effects of diesel fumes and — 
ting-ting... 

We reached the European 

Parliament There were con¬ 
fused opinions about its costs. 
Lord Bruce of Darlington 

(Lord Angry) had a rant his 
mates (used to it) chuckling. 
“And what are they going to 
do about it?” he barked. 

Ting-ting. A new bus. A 
debate on homoeopathy and 
alternative medicine. A nioe. 
decent-sounding man with 
glasses called Lord Baldwin of 
Bewdley thought we should 
take it more seriously. In the 
queue behind him waited 26 
peers, one a bishop, listed to 
speak. Each had examples 
(Lord Winston from his grand¬ 
ma).' Some bore evidence of 
acupuncture, others of osteop¬ 
ath)'. They discussed yoga... 

Ting-ling. I rang the bell. 
Time tor our sketch to get off. 

Labour leader welcomes Prime Minister ‘yielding up’ one-nation politics 

Blair and Major dash 
on stakeholder society 

gpi 
mm 

By Phi up Webster and Nicholas Wood 

TONY BLAJR claimed Iasi 
night that John Major had 
abandoned one-nation politics 
with his rejection of the Lab¬ 
our leader's vision of a stake¬ 
holder society. The two leaders 
locked horns over Mr Blair’s 
so-called “big idea” which 
both admitted could become 
the battleground for the next 
election. 

Mr Major told a breakfast 
meeting of business leaders 
that Mr Blair had opened up 
"clear red water" with the 
Tories by suggesting that he 
was returning to corporatism. 
The Labour leader had com¬ 
mitted a "fundamental polit¬ 
ical error” as the stakeholders 
he envisaged were really spe¬ 
cial interest groups such as the 
trade unions. 

‘What I believe we are 
seeing is ihe tip of a plan 
which is nothing better than 
fancy packaging for new bur¬ 
dens on business of one sort or 
another." Mr Major said. 

Mr Blair retaliated immed¬ 
iately at a hastily arranged 
Westminster press briefing by 
welcoming the attack on his 
plans for a society in which 
everyone had a chance to 
succeed as ’yielding up” one- 
nation politics to Labour. He 
said it was absurd for Mr 
Major and Michael Heselrine 
to attack his vision as a means 

of giving power back io the 
trade unions. “They used to 
say it was only soundbites. But 
now they are attacking the 
central economic ground that 
we have chosen." 

Meanwhile. Tory MPs 
pleaded with Baroness That¬ 
cher not to rock the boat when 
she speaks tonight on the 
future of the Tory party. Her 
right-wing admirers, how¬ 
ever. urged her not to compro¬ 
mise her beliefs in her lecture 
to the Centre for Policy Studies 
at the Swiss Bank Corporation 
in the City, although she is 
certain to hack Mr Major and 
attack Mr Blair. 

The disclosure by The Times 
that Lady Thatcher intended 
to warn her party against the 
perils of "lurching to the left" 
sent tremors through the Tory- 
high command, although 
officials denied that Mr Major 
or Brian Mawhinney. the 
Conservative Party Chair¬ 
man. contacted the former 
prime minister yesterday. 

Fearing that Lady Thatch¬ 
er’s intervention could trigger 
another damaging bout of 
feuding between the rival Tory 
factions. Sir Patrick Cormack. 
MP for Staffordshire South, 
said on BBC Radio: "Of 
course, she could play a signif¬ 
icant part in Ihe election 
campaign but not if she seeks 

Major Labour vote 
a “reckless gamble” 

to factionalise the Conserva¬ 
tive Party'." 

Jerry Haves. MP for Har¬ 
low. said it was vital the party 
was not split on Europe. "We 
want her to make speeches but 
supporting the Conservative 
Party, supporting the Govern¬ 
ment, supporting us on 
Europe, not a further round of 
blood-letting. I urge her. and 
urge her friends to urge her 
not to tinker." 

But Iain Duncan-Smirh. 
MP for Chingford , said he 
hoped Lady Thatcher's speech 
would reaffirm her core Con¬ 
servative beliefs. "I hope like 
many others that she will 
remind us what it is that 

makes us Conservatives, why 
we stay Conservatives and 
what wc actually believe in 
which was so successful." 

Mr Blair, announcing that 
he was planning a special 
conference of academics, busi¬ 
nessmen and politicians to 
flesh out the idea of a stake¬ 
holder society, said that Mr 
Major could only offer a 
"mish-mash of reheated 1980s 
conservatism". It would be a 
battle between the future and 
the past, he said. "The Prime 
Minister has said this is where 
the banle of ideas is and he 
has made that clear this 
morning and we are delighted 
to join on that ground." 

At his breakfast gathering. 
Mr Major tvamed voters 
against playing “Russian rou¬ 
lette with all the barrels load¬ 
ed" by backing Labour at the 
polls. It would be a “reckless 
gamble" that risked throwing 
away the immense achieve¬ 
ments of 16 Tory years. 

He accused Labour of press¬ 
ing for an election because the 
party knew the people of 
Britain were about to benefit 
from a steadily improving 
economy, rising incomes and 
general feeling of being better 
off- "They would like to have 
an election before that be¬ 
comes increasingly apparent." 

Leading article 
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Bill Cash Plea for missing 

Sinn Fein 
close to 
deal on 

weapons 
The deadlock in the Irish 
peace process eased yester¬ 
day when Sinn Fein came 
dose to accepting a confiden¬ 
tial ministerial proposal that 
would allow the IRA to 
destroy its own arms. In its 
submission to the interna¬ 
tional commission on terror¬ 
ist arms, the party said the 
proposal “may find accep¬ 
tance” among republicans. 
Sinn Fan has appeared to 
accept the Government’s in¬ 
sistence that the process must 
be verified independently. 

A Government source gave 
a guarded welcome to tire 
Sinn Fein paper. However, it 
was pointed out that the the 
document also rejected die 
Government's demand for 
some weapons to be decom¬ 
missioned ahead of all-party 
talks. 

Thatcher spreads the message of her foundation 
but has learnt humbler tasks too since leaving office 

Tireless Thatcher 
bestrides globe 

By Alice Thomson, political reporter 

IN the five years since she lost 
both her job and the home 
that went with it Baroness 
Thatcher has refused to spend 
her days in somnolent splen¬ 
dour in the House of Lords. In 
the last year alone she has 
visited first America, then 
Singapore, Rome, Madrid. 
Beijing, Hong Kong. Bah¬ 
rain. America again. Japan, 
France, India. Venice, the 
Tory Party conference in 
Blackpool America Indone¬ 
sia and Australia 

The United States is now 
her and Sir Denis’s second 
home. If she felt betrayed by 
her own countrymen she al¬ 
ways gets a spectacular wel¬ 
come there and receives at 
least $50,000 for appearances, 
sometimes making three 
speeches, and going to three 
drinks parties and a dinner in 
a day. She never discloses 
how much she has made. 

Once when she changed 
planes in Hawaii at 3am with 
two hours to waif she insisted 
on being driven to see Pearl 

Harbor. Her two detectives, 
an assistant and Sir Denis act 
as her companions as she 
travels the globe, often by 
private jet. spreading the eco¬ 
nomic and political gospel of 
the Thatcher Foundation. 

Apart from several opera¬ 
tions on her teeth, her friends 
say she is not the exhausted 
and bitter woman portrayed 
by her detractors, but is 
staggeringly fit for a septuage¬ 
narian. She still receives more 
than 1.000 letters a day, rises 
at Sam and never goes to bed 
before midnight. 

While few people in the Far 
East have ever heard of Tony 
Blair or Michael Portillo. 
Lady Thatcher only has to 
swing her handbag in Singa¬ 
pore and she is front page 
news. Yet the former prime 
minister has had to learn 
humbler tasks too. She has 
learnt to dial telephone num¬ 
bers herself, remembered 
how to drive a car and how to 
cook more than scrambled 

By Arthur Leathley 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Euro-soeptic Tory MP 
Bill Cash faces a heated 
meeting tonight with constitu¬ 
ency officials angered by 
what they regard as his disloy¬ 
alty to John Major and his 
failure to consult grassroot 
Conservatives. 

Less than two months after 
being selected to fight the 
newly created seat of State. 
Mr Cash has been heavily 
criticised for his conduct in the 
constituency and his derision 
to vote against the Govern¬ 
ment Last night some officials 
in the Staffordshire constitu¬ 
ency warned him that they 
would refuse to campaign for 
him in the general election. He 
was one of two Tory back¬ 
benchers who voted against 
the Government after a debate 
on the European common 
fisheries policy last month. 

However. Mr Cash, at 
present the MP for Stafford, 
insisted last night that he had 
received “massive support" 
from officers of the association 
for his derision to vote against 
the Government. 

At a meeting with eight 
constituency officers tonight, 
he is expected to be asked to 
explain his actions and be 
pressed cm what one senior 
official described as his “ap¬ 
palling treatment" of local 
Conservatives. 

Douglas Davis, chairman of 
the Fullond and Meir Heath 
branch of the Conservative 
association, said: “Many 
people will see his unforgiv¬ 
able decision to vote against 
the Government as a greater 
evil than defecting from the 
party because it shows total 
disloyalty and is a slap in the 
face to Mr Major." 

Mr Cash has been under 
heavy criticism from some 
local Tories ever since his 
selection in November. After 
the withdrawal of the two 
other candidates on the 
shortlist Mr Cash was elected 
unopposed. Formal com¬ 
plaints have been sent by local 
activists to Conservative Cen¬ 
tral Office, protesting over the 
way the association handled 
the selection process, particu¬ 
larly in failing to call replace¬ 
ment candidates to fight 
against Mr Cash. 

Women MPs fight to save 
all-female shortlists 

By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 

SENIOR Labour women MPs 
yesterday began a campaign 
to protea all-female shortlists 
after this week's judgment in 
one constituency that [he poli¬ 
cy amounted to sexual dis¬ 
crimination. 

Harriet Harman, Labour's 
health spokeswoman, led calls 
for party’ leaders to appeal 
against a Leeds industrial 
tribunal’s derision and. if that 
failed, to find another way of 
helping more women into 
Westminster. 

"We remain totally and 
wholeheartedly committed io 
one of our fundamental princi¬ 
ples. equal ire for women, and 
ensuring thar nur democracy 
is representative." she said. 

"This judgment is a serious 
but temporary setback but we 
will continue to find ways of 
achieving that objective." 

There are signs that Labour 
leaders are increasingly wary 
about an appeal. They- argue 
that it might not succeed or 
could be drawn out Ms 
Harman and her colleagues 
believe that such raution 
would send the wrong mess¬ 
age to would-be female candi¬ 
dates. They are also deter¬ 
mined to counteract calls by 
Roy Hartersiey to drop the. 
“silly scheme immediately. 

The women’s committee of 
the. party's national executive, 
which includes Ms Harman, 
Margaret Beckett and Clare 

Short, will meet on Monday to 
draw up alternative schemes 
for the 14 constituencies where 
the process lias been suspend¬ 
ed. for use if an appeal fails. 

Helen Jackson, co-chair¬ 
woman of the 39 Labour 
women MPs. said that she 
would be urging Tony Blair 
and Tom Sawyer, the party’s 
general secretary, to appeal 
against the judgment. 

Party officials said last night 
that any derision about an 
appeal would have to wait 
until the tribunal’s full written 
judgment had been received. 
They played down any chance 
of an alternative scheme being 
adopted before the next 
election. 

A cross-party group of MPs 
signed a Commons motion 
calling on Michael Howard, 
the Home Secretary, to help 
to fund the National Missing 
Persons Bureau. Last year lie 
suggested the bureau should 
seek lottery funds, but an 
application was rejected in 
December. Hie charity helps 
police and families around 
Britam- 

Genetic adviser 
An advisory committee on 
genetic testing is to be set op 
by the Health Department 
lire committee will ensure 
that genetic tests, which can 
show whether an individual 
is likely to suffer particular 
diseases, are supplied safety 
and used ethically. It will be 
chaired fay the Rev John 
Polkinghorne. President of 
Queens’ College. Cambridge. 

BBC closes gap 
BBC Television last year 
achieved its best ratings 
against 1TV for six years. 
Wtrik the ITV share during 
tire peak 6pm-J0pm slot fell 
by 2.1 per cent to 415 per cent 
BBC I recorded a 0.4 rise to 
33.6 per cent. ITVs peak-time 
lead overBBCI narrowed by 
25 per cent from 1994 totals to 
7.9 per cenL 

Girls die in fire 
lisa Jackson. 5, her sister 
Tanya, 2 and Vicky Char- 
nock. 3, died in a fire at their 
council bouse home in Roth¬ 
erham. South Yorkshire, ear¬ 
ly yesterday. Craig Jackson. 
6. was in a critical but stable 
condition last night. Chris¬ 
tine Jackson, 25, mother of 
Craig Usa and Tanya, had 
jumped from a window. 

Dench double 
Dame Judi Dench has been 
nominated for best actress 
and best actress in a musical 
in the 1996 Laurence Olivier 
Awards. Nominations for 
best actor include Michael 
Gambon. Daniel Massey and 
Alex Jennings. The winners 
win be announced at the 
Grosvenor House HoteL 
London, on February IS. 

Jackpot claimed 
The third National Lottery 
jackpot winner has claimed 
the last £14 million share of 
the £42 million payout from 
last week’s double rollover 
draw. Cam dot said yester¬ 
day. The ticketholder. like 
the first two, requested no 
publicity. It was oot known 
whether the winner was a 
syndicate or an individual 

£100,000 total 
THESN»TTMES £>-<7) 

QiristirlasTyjr 
Appeal Q 

in aid of the 
Royal Marsden ( Y / 

Hospital \A/. 

By midday yesterday The 
Times Christinas Appeal on 
behalf of the Royal Marsden 
Hospital Children’s Cancer 
Unit had raised £9136657p. 
With donations stiD coming 
in and a number of tax 
rebates due. the final figure 
is expected to approach 
£100,000. The hospital was 
"enormously grateful” . to 
Times readers. 

Woman ‘back from dead’ feels fine 
Continued from page 1 
the next enupk* of days. On Friday, a 
doctor explained what had happened' but 
what he told her did noi seem to sink in. 
Even now what usually happened Seems 
to be just a story about somebody else." 
He said that Mrs Banks would noi be 
coming home for "a little while”. She and 
her husband wished to thank all hospital 
stafl. well wishers and the undertakers 
firm. Cobbold’s. for their "timely 
alertness". 

Mr Banks dabbed tears, from his eves 

as he listened to the solicitor read the 
statement. Mr Northey said that the 
couple had been married for about 40 
years and that Mr Banks was hoping that 
his wife would make a quick recovery. 

He said the couple had been offered 
"considerable sums" for media inter¬ 
view's. but they had decided not to accept 
any offers and did not intend to give any 
press interviews. 

Earlier yesterday, the local health 
authority said it planned to take "no 
further action" over the donor who 

wrongly pronounced Mrs Banks dead. 
Cambridge and Huntingdon Health 
Commission said Dr Roberts did not 
present a danger. 

Last night Dr Roberts issued a state¬ 
ment through the Medical Defence 
Union: “I would like to say how sorry I 
am about what has happened and I am 
very pleased Mrs Banks is making good 
progress. I have been in close contact with 
Mrs Banks and her family." 

Body and Mind, page 16 
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No pit, no torment: damnation is not as cruel as it is painted, says Anglican report 

Church blocks the old 
road to fiery Hell 

with good intentions 
.t By Ruth Gledhiix 

> •• RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 

.J' TRADITIONAL images of 
hellfire and damnation are 

y1 wrong, says a Church of 
England report which criti- 

y- dses some past teachings for 
trying to frighten people too 

7a much. 
“Sadistically expressed" 

views of eternal torment and 
y- punishment left "searing psy- 
“". chologjcai scars on many”, it 
** says today. “Christians have 

‘ n professed appalling theol- 
, J_ . ogies which made God into a 

sadistic monster.” 
Hell should not be seen as 

eternal torment but as noth¬ 
ingness, say the senior clergy¬ 
men who drew up the report 
The Mystery of Salvation, by 
the Church’s doctrine com¬ 
mission. They say Hell is the 
final and irrevocable "choos¬ 
ing of that which is opposed to 
God so completely and so 
absolutely that the only end is 
total non-being.” 

The report warns that 
Christians cannot afford to 
ignore the realities of damna¬ 
tion and final judgment The 
Church had to communicate 
its belief in a “saving God... 
in a society where there is no 
agreement about the peril in 
which we stand, and in which 
religious language has no 
natural and agreed reference 
point" 

People have to be saved 
from sin and death, but 
society's missing sense of 
ultimate accountability “has 
meant losing the shape and 
meaning" of life. “What is 
dear, as the century moves to 
its dose, is that for many 
people in our culture Acre are 
not only no more divine 
certainties, but no ’divine’." 

Folk religion proved there 
was a continuing quest for 
God. but the form of worship 
had become a matter of 
personal choice. In defining 
the sins people need saving 
from, the report argues that 
the Church must take account 
of changes in society caused 
by feminism. 

“All the major branches of 
theology evolved in a context 
in which the dominant role of 
men passed for the most part 
unquestioned and indeed un¬ 
noticed." the report says. 

While the core of sin is often 
represented as "overweening 

Dr David Jenkins, top left political hell is fascism; 
Dante, top right heard sighs and loud wafiini 
Sartre, above left simply, Hefl is other pe 
Lord St John: selfishness — or a missed train 

pride', if women had played a 
greater part in developing the 
concept of sin, they might 
have placed more emphasis 
on the failure to assert and 
take responsibility for oneself. 

The former Bishop of St 
Albans, the Right Rev John 
Taylor, said that to tell people 
they were in perfl would 
mean little when they were 
seeking self-fulfilment and 
satisfaction, when they “are 
having a very good time and 
their Lottery'number might 
come up on Saturday evening 
— undoubtedly people are in 
considerable peril, but they 
are not aware of this " 

Different cultures had dif¬ 
ferent evils from which people 
desired salvation, he said. 

People of the New Testament 
era lived in “a demonic world 
from which salvation was 
sought" Slaves in America 
200 years ago might have 
been told to bear their suffer¬ 
ing in this life because there 
were clouds of glory to come. 
But today, many people were 
not concerned'about the after¬ 
life. He said: “Today there is a 
variety of things from which 
people need to be saved. 
Salvation is more thought of, 
rightly or wrongly, in tefras of 
problems within this life rath¬ 
er than the life to come." 

Asked whether people of 
other faiths could be saved. 
Bishop Taylor said: "That is 
in God's hands." 

The Bishop of Newcastle, 

the Right Rev Alec Graham, 
agreed. "In everbodys life 
there is evidence of some 
degree of virtue. But as to 
whai is final and ultimate, 
matters rest in God's bands. 
We are quite dear that if and 
when we all wake up hereaf¬ 
ter and we find that we have 
been saved, this will be solely 
by the grace of God," he said. 

The report is certain to 
prompt discussion of how 
people see Hell. 

Dr David Jenkins, the' 
former Bishop of Durham, 
said: “l am afraid of contrib¬ 
uting to Hell now and I would 
like to think God can save 
everyone from Hell. [ don’t 
think we can dodge our 
responsibilities but I don’t 
believe He would keep us 
eternally in Hell." 

Hell on earth was “what we 
produce when we follow our 
own interests and feelings 
without regard to anyone else 
— politically, it is facism.” 

Lord St John of FawsUy, 
former Leader of the House of 
Commons and Master of 
Emmanuel College Cam¬ 
bridge. said Hell on earth was 
standing in a rainstorm on 
the platform of an isolated 
railway station at 12.01 in the 
morning, knowing that the 
last train left at midnight 
More seriously, it was “that 
state of total selfishness, ex¬ 
cluding all love of God and 
other human beings." 

Matcolm Bradbury, au¬ 
thor and literary critic, said 
Hell was a literary party at 
the Groucho dub in London, 
being forced to listen to au¬ 
thors talking about money 
and their agents. 

This view echoed perhaps 
the pithiest definition, by 
Jean-Panl Sartre: the French 
existentialist, who said: “Hell 
is other people." 

Dante Alighieri, the medi¬ 
eval Italian poet, gave the 
traditional view in his poem 

'The Divine Comedy: “There 
sighs, lamentations and loud 
wailings resounded through 
the starless air, so that at first 
it made me weep: strange 
tongues, htirrible language; 
words of pain, tones of anger, 
voices loud and hoarse and 
with these the sound of hands, 
made a tumult which is 
whirling through that air 
forever dark, and sand eddies 
in a whirlwind." 

Apocalypse then: traditional, 15th century portrayal of the fiery pit in the school of Hieronymus Bosch 

Academic’s new revelations 
dismiss 666 as a wrong number 

TH E BIBLE'S Book of Reve¬ 
lation, inspiration for images 
of the final judgment and for 
horror films such as The 
Omen, is not about the end of 
the world at all according to 
new research published 
today. 

It is an historical account of 
the Christian movement in 
the first century, says Barba¬ 
ra Thieving, an Australian 
academic who has analysed 
mythic themes such as Arma¬ 
geddon, the' Beast whose 
number is 666. and the Great 
Harlot clothed in purple and 
scarlet 

Using the pesher tech¬ 
nique, a way of uncovering 
different layers of meaning in 
the text Dr Thiering says 

Revelation is not a vision of 
the future but an accurate, 
detailed account of events in 
the early church up until 
ADI 14. 

Dr Thiering, whose book 
Jesus the Man challenged 
traditional Christian beliefs 
in emits such as the virgin 
birth, says that Jesus did not 
die on the cross but remained 
in deep sedusion for 40 years 
after the crucifixion, partly 
for political reasons and part¬ 
ly because he was observing 
the celibate rule of his com¬ 
munity of ascetics. 

During these years he con¬ 
tinued to lead his party of 
new Christians, directing 
their movements until they 
reached Rome, she says. In 

an era when the Christians 
were seen as the heretics, the 
beast “rising out of the sea. 
having ten horns and seven 
heads, and on its horns ten 
diadems” was the anti-Pope. 
Simon Magus, she says. 

Jezebel was mistress of 
Magus, the character who in 
western tradition became Dr 
Faust who sold his soul to the 
devil and could be accused 
literally of harlotry, she says. 

The Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse were priests who 
visited villages, riding on 
horses because of their high 
status, and bearing banners 
in an appropriate colour for 
the season, she argues. 

The lion. calf, man and 
eagle were the four evange¬ 

lists who wrote the four 
Gospels. 

Although she is unusual in 
using a skilled method of 
biblical analysis to draw out 
her conclusions. Dr Thiering 
is likely to be one of many 
who offer new interpretations 
to Revelation as the millenni¬ 
um approaches. 

Her research was dis¬ 
missed by the Rev Jonathan 
Jennings, spokesman for the 
Church of England, who 
said: “This sounds distinctly 
far-fetched. 

“This certainly does not fit 
with the Church's under¬ 
standing of the Book of 
Revelation, which believes it 
to be the mystical vision of St 
John the Divine.” 

British cinemas celebrate 
birthday with best weekend 

By Dalya Alberge, arts correspondent 

BRITISH cinemas are ode- 
bra ting the highest grossing 
weekend in box-office history. 
They toe* more than £7-24 
million last Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, an exhilarating 
sian to the year in which 
British cinema celebrates its 
centenary. 

It beat the £6.65 million 
taken in July 1993 on the 
weekend that Jurassic Park 
opened nationwide. However, 
the latest success has come 
from a combination of films 
catering for a variety of tastes, 
rather than one runaway suc¬ 
cess. The highly acclaimed 
thriller Seven, with Brad Pitt, 

' and Something to TalkAbout, 
starring Julia Roberts, were 
the main attractions. 

Dave Thurston, director of 
operations for Entertainment 
Data International (EDI), 
said there was such a cross- 
section of films that “everyone 
went to the cinema”: the choice 
also included the latest James 

' Bond. Goldeneye; Jim Car¬ 
rey's Ace Ventura: When Na¬ 
ture Calls: and Babe, which 
uses special effects to depict a 

talking pig that believes it is a 
sheepdog. 

John Wilkinson, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Cinema Exhibitors' 
Association, which represents 
90 per cent of cinema screens, 
said: “Most people are usually 
a bit broke after Christmas 
and with the rollover of die 
lottery, people were spending 
more than usual on that. So it 
is rather fantastic that in die 
weekend when all these calls 
upon the purse were happen¬ 
ing, we hit the highest figure 
ever." 

Nigel Green, joint manag¬ 
ing director of Entertainment 
Rim Distributors; which 
distributed Seven, said that 
die film had taken nearly £2.7 
million: “It is one of the 
biggest openings in Britton — 
the biggest ever for an inde¬ 
pendently released film, as 
opposed to a Hollywood stu¬ 
dio. Films are acquired at 
script-stage, and we knew we 
had a good script When we 
saw the film, we knew it would 
do weiL It's part of this 
renewed interest in cinema. 
We’re very pleased about the 

result" British cinema-going 
figures compare well in per¬ 
centage terms with those in 
America. Mr Thurston said. 
“Of course, they've got a lot 
more people than we have. 
They also never got out of the 
cinema habit We had a slump 
in the 1970s. despite big hit 
films. People have been saying 
cinema's been dying since 
1948. I'm not convinced." 

The industry has been fur¬ 
ther bolstered by the growth 
since 1985 of multiplex cine¬ 
mas: many of them are out of 
town, which has encouraged 
higher attendances in the 
provinces. Britain boasts 70 
multiplex cinemas, with about 
650 screens and more than 
130,000 seats. Warners is 
opening two multiplexes, in 
Watford and Croydon, on 
Januaiy 17. All the major 
companies are looking for 
sites on which to build more. 

Mr Wilkinson said that 
cinema is enjoying such a 
boom that about 100 screens 
are expected to be built this 
year, compared with about 55 
last year. 

Bums discovery 
divides academics 

By Gillian Bowditch, Scotland correspondent 

A YOUNG Scots academic 
claims to have found 40 new 
poems by Robert Burns. News 
of the discovery, which coin¬ 
cides with a three-day confer¬ 
ence on Scotland's national 
poet at Strathclyde University 
in Glasgow, comes in the 
bicentenary year of Burns’s 
death. 

The poems, without their 
author’s name, were sported 
by Patrick Hogg. 35, a writer 
working on a book entitled 
The Patriot Bard, in two 
newspapers of the 1790s. His 
daims have divided the Scot¬ 
tish academic community. 

The Edinburgh Gazateer 
and the London paper the 
Morning Chronicle were both 
radical newspapers to which 
Bums was known to have 
contributed and with whose 
editors he corresponded. 

Mr Hogg's theory is lhar as 
an exciseman Bums would 
have to have been very careful 
about what he wrote. The 
poems, many of which are 
believed to be political in tone, 
are also more anglicised than 
much of Bums's work- Mr 

Hogg said they “just seemed to 
jump out of the page" at him. 
Having read the collected 
works of Bums many times, 
the poems seemed to him to be 
a natural fit One was entitled 
Aritus which Mr Hogg trans¬ 
lated as "from the plough¬ 
man". Bums's occupation in 
his early years. 

Dr Kenneth Simpson, direc¬ 
tor of the Centre of Scottish 
Cultural Studies at Strath- 
dyde University and the 
organiser of the Bums confer¬ 
ence that starts today, said 
authorship would be extreme¬ 
ly difficult to prove. 

Dr James Mackay. a Bums 
biographer, has seen a few of 
the poems and believes they 
are not by Bums. “There is a 
style to his work that is diffi¬ 
cult to define, but if you have 
been studying it for a lifetime, 
you can spot a Bums poem a 
mile away. These are definite¬ 
ly inferior in every respect.” 

The poems will form part of 
a BBC Omnibus documenta¬ 
ry, Ploughboy of the Western 
World, to be broadcast on 
January 22. 

Woman 
felling 
By Joanna Bale 

A WOMAN golfer described 
yesterday how she "froze" 
after knocking a businessman 
from his bar stool with a right 
hook when he allegedly ca¬ 
ressed her thigh. 

Philomena Vaughan, 42. 
who struck fellow dub mem¬ 
ber John Price in a crowded 
bar during an awards eve¬ 
ning. told an industrial tribu¬ 
nal: "He fell off the stool and 1 
just froze. I just went numb. It 
wasn’t a violent blow. I think 
he more or less fell off because 
he lost his balance." 

Mrs Vaughan, who was 
three times club champion at 
Dewstow Golf Club, Gwent, is 
claiming she was later sacked 
unfairly from her job as the 
golf shop manageress. The 
tribunal in Cardiff was told 
the 5ft bin mother of four was 
nicknamed “Muhammad Ali” 
and "Rocky" after the incident. 

Mrs Vaughan, who said she 
had drunk a single gin and 
lemonade, walked past Mr 
Price. 49, and said she felt his 
hand go under her waistcoat 
to her thigh. She told the 
tribunal: “J said Take your 

golfer ‘froze’ after 
man with punch 

Vaughan: said Mr Price 
caressed her thigh at bar 

hand away from me' and 
pushed his hand. When he 
moved his hand towards me 1 
said 1 have told you. take your 
hand away from me’." 

Mrs Vaughan claimed Mr 
Price was smiling and laugh¬ 
ing. As she walked away, he 
made a remark and she asked 
what he had said. She added: 
“He cupped his hand and 
flicked it across my face, 
touching the tip of my nose. As 

he did that 1 put my left hand 
up and then hit him with my 
right hand on the side of his 
face." 

Mrs Vaughan, of Rogiet. 
near Newport, said she went 
to find her husband Peter, a 
company sales manager, who 
was also attending the event 
as a prize winner. Mrs 
Vaughan, who said she was 
"shaking like hell", told her 
husband: “John Price touched 
me up and I haw hit him. He's 
on the floor." After calming 
her down and asking the 
men's captain to look after her. 
Mr Vaughan approached Mr 
Price at the bar and told him to 
“sort himself out”. 

Mrs Vaughan, who stood 
up at the hearing to demon¬ 
strate the alleged caress, said 
she was suspended from play¬ 
ing golf two months later by 
Efwyn Harris, the club com¬ 
mittee chairman, after she 
refused to sign a paper stating 
ihere had been no assault. She 
also rqecled his request to 
apologise to Mr Price 
“because he was a business¬ 
man and I was a woman”. 

The tribunal was adjourned 
until March. 
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‘An accident waiting to happen’ 

RAF crews escape 
as ‘dogfighting’ 

Tornados collide 
By Paul Wilkinson and Michael Evans, defence correspondent 

FOUR crewmen ejected to 
safety yesterday when two 
RAF jet fighters collided while 
apparently engaged in mock 
combat at about 800ft Eyewit¬ 
nesses said the Tornado I? air 
defence aircraft touched wings 
as one was completing a 
circular manoeuvre over open 
ground about nine miles from 
RAF Coningsby in Lin¬ 
colnshire. 

One of the Tornados, from 
56 Squadron and valued at 
about £17 million each, 
crashed 400 yards from the 
farm of Bill Drury at Rowston. 
“One plane was doing a big 
drde and as it came out of the 
circle it started flying north.” 
he said. “Another plane com- 

Ttmday &40am: The 
twoToRudo f3s had 

of th* Tornado^, atot 
carrying out a arcing ». 
manoaum came 
atom side the other 
and they cofided 

ing from die north collided 
with it right above my house. 
They touched wings and then 
dropped out of the sky.” 

One of the pilots is a student 
flyer although "very experi¬ 
enced”, according to Group 
Captain Mai Gleave, station 
commander at RAF Coning- 
sby. a training base to convert 
airmen to Tornado F3s. He 
added: “All student aircrew 
who come here have been 
through all stages of training 
or they are returning to these 
airplanes after different 
duties.” 

The four RAF crewmen 
were taken to Lincoln County 
Hospital fay two search and 
rescue helicopters. An RAF 

RAF 
Coningsby 
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a wm. Both crane 
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spokesman described their 
condition as “walking wound¬ 
ed”. Group Captain Gleave 
said one of them might be 
transferred to hospital m Not¬ 
tingham as a precaution. 

“I'm very relieved that they 
managed to eject safely. Hiey 
weren't operating at low alti¬ 
tude so they had a longer time 
available after they ejected." 

A board of inquiry was 
launched immediately into the 
collision, which brings to eight 
the number of Tornado F3s 
lost in incidents since 1985- 
Group Captain Gleave de¬ 
clined to speculate on the 
reasons for the collision but 
confirmed that the two Torna¬ 
dos were flying in close 
formation. 

The crash happened at 
8.40am, nine miles west of 
Coningsby. Stewart Rhodes, 
another eyewitness, saw it as 
he was working on the roof of 
his shed in the nearby village 
ofEwerby. • 

“1 saw the aircraft dogfight¬ 
ing at about 700 to 800 feet,” 
he said. “They were travelling 
at a fairly high speed. We are 
used to seeing Tornados dog- 
fighting at tow level, but in 
this case they were fairly high. 
Suddenly I saw a flash, I 
thought it was a flare, then 1 
realised they had collided. 

“One of the planes started to 
spiral, he had lost his right 
wing. The plane hit the 
ground, it was a fireball and 
there was a huge crater." 

The collision brought com¬ 
plaints from locals that it had 
been “an accident waiting to 
happen". Tracy Mach am, 30. 
who lives a few hundred yards 
from where one of the planes 
crashed into a field, said: “We 
often see the planes flying 
really low and you cant help 
but think they might hit the 
village one day.” 

Group Captain Gleave said: 
“The feelings of the local 
community are something we 
bear in mmd at all times and 
we understand people’s fears, 
but these kind of incidents are 
very uncommon. The aircraft 
were not training over resi¬ 
dential areas.” 
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The actor's children Alexandra and Matthew launching Push 2000 yesterday with their mother Gae Exton 

Superman’s son thanks Gemma 
By A Staff Reporter 

AN Ikvear-old disabled girl 
who wrote to Christopher 
Reeve, urging him not to give 
up hope after the riding acci¬ 
dent that left him paralysed 
from the neck down, received 
his thanks yesterday. 

The message from the 
screen Superman was passed 
on to Gemma Quin, who has 
been in a wheelchair since a 
road crash in 1992. by the 
actor's 16-year-old son 
Matthew. 

Gemma, from Liverpool 
wrote to the actor after his 
accident at an equestrian 
event in America last year. 
Her meeting with his son 
took place in London at the 
launch of Push 2000 to raise 
money for spinal injury re¬ 
search. The International 
Spinal Research Trust hopes 
to raise £500,000. 

Gemma’s father Michael 
said: “Matthew came over to 
her and said his dad had 
asked him to personally 
thank Gemma for her letter. 
She has kept in touch with 
him and recently sent him a 
fax inviting him over to 
Liverpool, but we haven't 
heard anything yet."' ■ 

Reeve, who is patron of the 
event said in a message 

delivered at the launch by his 
.son: “Since my accident. I 
have talked to a lot of people 
about the prospects for find¬ 
ing a cure for paralysis. The 
fact is we are on the threshold 
of a new era in medical 
science. Treatments for this 
condition are right around 
the comer. Thousands who 
are still stuck in these chairs 
wfli get up and walk. 

“This is a worldwide prob¬ 
lem which afflicts several 
million people, but it is one 
which international science is 
quite confident it can solve.” 

Afterwards Matthew, who 
was joined by his sister 
Alexandra. 12. and their 
mother Gae Exton. spoke of 
the slow recovery of his 
father, who hopes to walk 
again within ten years. “ He is 
going great now he is out of 
the hospital and at home. He 
is hoping to come over to 
England as soon as he can. 

“But it all depends on how 
he is doing. His improvement 
is unreal. 1 can see the 
difference just between visits. 
He can come off the respira¬ 
tor for one hour and ten 
minutes a day when he 
breathes by himself. He is 
fighting all the way.” Alexan- 

Gemma: she wrote to 
the paralysed Reeve 

dra, who like her brother 
attends school in London. 
said: “To be up and walking 
is his ambition.” 

Push 2000 will lake place 
between May 14 and July 10. 
Three paralysed people in 
wheelchairs will aim to com¬ 

plete the i .200-mile trip from 
Land’s End to John OGroals. 
during which they will visit 12 
spinal injury units. 

Ian Walden, director of the 
event, said: “There is a real 
and growing enthusiasm 
which now exists across soci¬ 
ety to end (he permanence of 
paralysis caused by spinal 
cord injury. Research funded 
by the trust has demonstrated 
that damaged spinal cord 
nerve fibres can be persuaded 
to regenerate and restore 
function and sensitivity. 

“We are some way from 
developing treatments which 
are ready for clinical trials 
but we are making most 
encouraging progress.” 

Simon Barnes, promotion 
manager for Push 2000 and 
one of those taking part 
broke his back on an assault 
course in 1984 and organised 
a similar event — The Great 
British Push — ten years ago. 

He said: "You may wonder 
why three guys with broken 
backs would want to take on 
this epic slog. But if you 
consider the slog that faces 
paralysed people every day of 
their lives it will help you 
realise that pushing 1.200 
miles over 62 days in a 
wheelchair isn't really all that 
challenging.” 

Coventry 
air crash 
prompts 
new rules 

By Harvey Elliott 
AIR CORRESPONDENT 

TIGHTER controls on foreign 
aircraft are likely after an 
investigation into the crash of 
an Algerian cargo jet. in which 
five people died. 

The crew of the Boeing 737. 
which had been chartered to 
carry cattle, was tired after ten 
hours on duty and could not 
fully understand instructions 
in English. The aircraft was 
not equipped to receive auto¬ 
matic landing guidance, the 
crew did not carry nut proper 
pre-landing checks and a per¬ 
mit to operate the charter had 
not been obtained from the 
Transport Department, the 
Air Accident Investigation 
Branch says. 

The three Algerian crew and 
two British animal handlers 
died after the plane hit an 
electricity pylon and crashed 
into woods, narrowly missing 
a housing estate, as it came 
into land at Coventry airport 
in December 1964. 

The Transport Department 
said yesterday that it is to 
consult British airlines about 
tighter rules on the use of 
foreign jets for charter flights. 

The Civil Aviation Author¬ 
ity is to make more frequent 
safety checks on foreign 
planes and to take part in 
international checks on coun¬ 
tries with poor aviation 
records. 

CORRECTIONS 

Mr Harold A Whelehan 

On December 19 1994 we 
reported on the crisis in the 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Ireland. That article contained 
references to Mr Harold 
Whelehan. the former Irish 
Attorney-General, which sug¬ 
gested that he had deliberately 
disregarded his duties as At¬ 
torney-General over the extra¬ 
dition of a paedophile priest to 
Northern Ireland. We now 
accept that this suggestion 
was unwarranted and apolo¬ 
gise to Mr Whelehan for any 
hurt and embarrassment 
caused. We have agreed io pay 
a sum to a charity of Mr 
Whelehan's choice. 

v 

□ The vice-chairman of the 
BBC board of governors (re¬ 
port, yesterday) is Lord Cocks, 
and not Mr David Schaley. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
Mr Sheen Aerosol - Identification code R177 - R353 

It has come to our attention that a problem has occurred with 
some limited production of our Mr Sheen aerosol furniture 
polish, which could lead to leakage. In most circumstances 
this will not represent a safety hazard. Nevertheless, as a 
responsible manufacturer, we are asking you to check any Mr 
Sheen aerosol product you may have, and if necessary to 
dispose of it in an outside dustbin. 

Products which may be affected are all sizes of Mr Sheen 
aerosols in the following fragrances 
only. Pot Pourri, Original and Spring - 
Fresh, marked with an identification 
code number which includes the 
letter 'R‘ and the following first three - 
numbers, between 177 and 353. 

These codes can be 
found on the bottom 
rim of the can. ~ 

NB Mr Sheen Trigger packs are not affected. 

WHAT TO DO 

Please check if you have any Mr Sheen Pot Pourri, Original 
or Spring Fresh aerosols. 
Please check the identification code on the bottom rim. 
If it is between R177 and R353 or if you have any doubts 
at all, please ring the 24 hour Freephone Hotline 
on 0500 511611 for further advice. 

Reckitt & Colman Products Limited 

.00 
+VAT 

CHOICE OF SOFTWARE BUNDLES 
ASK tN-STORE FOR DETAILS 
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UPGRADE OPTIONS 
Offers valid until 20/1/96 
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IN THE TIMES 

Win a £22.995 
Honda Shuttle, in 

Car 96 

Take a friend to 
the theatre for 

30p, reader offer 
in Weekend 

Have a free day at 
a health club and 
the chance to win 

a year’s 
membership 

Two-nil, two-nil,’ chant campaigners as they outwit massed ranks of security guards 

Newbuiy protesters 
win again as police 
halt work on bypass 

JON HWQMARCH 
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By Adrian Lee 

WORK on the Newbuiy by¬ 
pass was abandoned Tor the 
second day running yesterday 
when protesters overcame sec¬ 
urity guards, throwing them¬ 
selves under a digger and 
tearing equipment from con¬ 
tractors’ hands. With two days 
of the £100 million project 
gone, little more than an 
hour's work has been complet¬ 
ed. with about 50 small trees 
cleared from the southern tip 
of the bypass route. 

The protests mean taxpay¬ 
ers are footing a hill of at least 
£20.000 a day for the security 
operation alone. The 14-week 
contract for clearance work 
includes a figure of £500.000 
to employ between 300 and 
400 private guards. Slicing is 
costing £5.000 a day. 

The aborted start was con¬ 
demned by David Rendel, the 
Liberal Democrat MP for 
Newbury. who said it was 
extraordinary that demonstra¬ 
tors had again won the day. 
The 150 guards had marched 
onto thesite. at Great Penn 
Wood. Hampshire, flanking a 
mechanical digger. About a 
dozen protesters in a small 
camp were brushed aside and 
hedges and trees were flat¬ 
tened as work appeared to 
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begin in earnest just before 
9am. 

But the highly organised 
protesters, using mobile tele¬ 
phones and CB radios to 
summon reinforcements, 
surged forward to surround 
the digger and forced it to stop 
operating as the guards fought 
to drive them back, linking 
arms in a tight circle. 

Two protesters managed to 
get beneath the machine's 
daws, while others huddled in 
holes where trees had been 
uprooted. During the strug¬ 
gles one protester and one 
security guard suffered leg 
injuries. 

Inspector Frank Connor of 
Hampshire Constabulary 
said: "It is not a police job to 

move these people out, it is-a 
matter for the security guards. 
The main thing is that nobody 
gets injured." Mr Oonnort 
announcement that work had 
finished for the day was 
greeted by cheers and chants 
of “two-nil, two-nil". 

Susan Millington, a protest 
coordinator of Newbury 
Friends of the Earth, said: 
"Whatever they throw at us we 
obviously we have the intelli¬ 
gence and imagination to out¬ 
wit them peacefully." Despite 
yesterday’s minor injuries, the 
conflict was largely good- 
natured and limited to push¬ 
ing and shoving. 

The Highways Agency said 
the contractor, which it will 
not name, could ask for more 
money if the size of protest was 
larger than anticipated. It is 
thought the guards are being 
paid about £50 a day. includ¬ 
ing food and accommodation, 
bringing the daily cost to at 
least £15.000 at present. Coach 
and mini-bus hire adds 
another £750 a day to trans¬ 
port the guards to work sites. 

Earlier yesterday cam¬ 
paigners attacked the base of 
the bus company which takes 
guards from their living quar¬ 
ters. 14 miles outside 
Newbury, and forced it to 
recall its coaches. 
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Backs to the walk security guards formed a human chain in a vain attempt to keep protesters from a digger 

Ragtag army devises its tactics in the pub 
WITH their unkempt looks the growing 
band of protesters might appear to be a 
ragtag army, but they have planned their 
campaign carefully for six months. 
Tactics are fixed at regular strategy 
meetings held round camp fires, in the 
pubs of Newbury or in the cramped town 
centre office of Friends of the Earth. 

At each one different ‘‘cells" with 
specialist knowledge pass on their exper¬ 
tise; some are “tree defenders", while 

others, including those behind the suc¬ 
cessful tripod protest on Monday, are 
skilled in tried and tested tactics in the 
battle known as “reclaiming the streets". 

Simon Festing. of Friends of the Earth, 
said: “We have many different ceils 
which work on our own style of tactic. At 
the moment our main strategy is to take 
the fight to them as much as possible; as 
you saw at the coach Firm this morning. 

"At the heart of (he philosophy is the 

simpler the better’. A lot of it goes back to 
Gandhi and the whole idea of peaceful 
protest One of the keys is outsmarting 
them and coming up with new ideas." 

Two of the key members of the strategy 
group are thought to be a man called Jai 
and Rebecca Lush. She played down her 
role: “Any meetings we have are very 
informal and held on stairs or in the pub. 
We just bash out ideas. It’s imagination 
and ingenuity." 
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Dinosaurs 
die yet 
another 
death 

By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

COLLAPSING stars have 
joined the list of cancer scares, 
and the dinosaurs are claimed 
to have been among the first 
victims. 

A new theory from an 
American astrophysicist says 
rhat a dying star in the Milky 
Way would send out millions 
of particles that could cause 
tissue damage to living things 
on Earth. 

Dr Juan Collar, of the 
University of South Carolina, 
has calculated that a star 
within 20 light years of Earth 
collapses about every 100 mil¬ 
lion years. The dinosaurs died 
out 65 million years ago. 

A start collapse — caused 
when it runs out of material to 
bum — generates a huge 
number of invisible, weight¬ 
less panicles called neutrinos, 
whidi spread outwards. 

Dr Collar’s theory, to be 
propounded in the journal 
Physical Review Letters, joins 
about 200 explanations of why 
the dinosaurs died. The most 
probable remains the impact 
of a huge asteroid or comet, 
altering the climate. 

Neutrinos are chargefess. 
massless particles which usu¬ 
ally pass straight through 
everything they meet without 
harm. But Dr Collar argues 
that a blizzard of neutrinos at 
a certain intensity would affect 
the nuclei of tissue atoms, 
causing fatal cancers. 

Ministers 
may lose 

traditional 
accessory 

By Nigel Williamson 

WHITEHALL CORRESPONDENT 

MINISTERIAL red boxes 
could become a thing of the 
past under the Cabinet Of¬ 
fice’s vision of a paper-free 
Whitehall, unveiled yesterday. 
. -The Government's “office of 
the future" was on display at 
an emerging-technology exhi¬ 
bition in Westminster. The 
aim is to make the resources of 
Whitehall available to minis¬ 
ters while they are travelling, 
at home and on official visits. 

Using a fictional scenario of 
an oil slide off the English 
coast the Cabinet Office dem¬ 
onstrated how a minister on 
the scene could hold confer¬ 
ences with and receive dia¬ 
grams from his private 
secretary in Whitehall, and 
conduct three-way press inter¬ 
views. Civil servants and min¬ 
isters would access the new 
system via voice recognition 
and finger-print identification. 

Roger Freeman, the Public 
Service Minister, said: “The 
exotic is becoming common¬ 
place and the fanciful is be¬ 
coming reality." Not long ago 
the systems which had been 
demonstrated "belonged sole¬ 
ly in the world of Star Trek", 
he said. Now every minister 
could expect to be using such 
technology by 2000. 

A Central Information 
Technology Unit has been set 
up, reporting to Michael 
Heseltine. the Deputy Prime 
Minister. 

Gallery celebrates 

By Dalya Ajlberge, arts correspondent 
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EDINBURGH will have one 
of the world's best collections 
of Dadaist and Surrealist 
works thanks to a bequest to 
the Scottish National Gallery 
of Modern Art. 

Masters such as Dali, 
Delvaux. Duchamp, Man 
Ray, Magritte and Miro are 
represented in the collection 
left by Gabrieile KeiUer, 
champion golfer, benefactor 
and collector of modem art 
who died last December aged 
87. Manuscripts of the period 
have also been bequeathed to 
the gallery. Mrs KeiUer also 
bought Surrealist-influenced 
works by Francis Bacon and 
Lucian Freud. 

Among some 136 paintings, 
sculptures, prints and 
drawings are Bacon's early 
Figure Study L 1945-46. 
featuring a tweed overcoat 
hat and dying flowers: Ma¬ 
gritte's Magic Mirror, his 
1929 painting that plays with 
words; and Delvaux's enig¬ 
matic Street of the Tram, 
1938-39, a dreamlike image of 
two nudes and a tram car in 
an industrial landscape. 

The manuscripts and art¬ 
ists* books include corres¬ 
pondence; largely unpub¬ 
lished. between Dali and 
Andre Breton, from 1930 to 

1939. They show sbarp differ¬ 
ences of opinion over Surreal¬ 
ism and Breton's efforts to 
make Dali conform to.Sorre- 
alist orthodoxy, according to 
Richard Caivocoressi. keeper 
of the Scottish National Gal¬ 
lery of Modem Art 

Other letters, dating from 
1933-34. reveal Breton’s anxi¬ 
ety over Dalfs fascination 
with Hitler and his ambiva¬ 
lent attitude to Lenin. “In one 
of February 3, 1934. Breton 
informs Dalf that the decision 
has been taken at a general 
assembly of Surrealists to 
exclude him from the group 
because he has been found 
guilty of ‘counter-revolu¬ 
tionary acts tending to the 
glorification of Hitlerian Fas¬ 
cism’. The decision was re¬ 
voked later and friendly rela¬ 
tions resumed because Dali 
defended himself so well." 

Mr Caivocoressi said that 
the Kieiler bequest would 
complement the rich collec¬ 
tion of Dada and Surrealist 
work already at the Scottish 
gallery — offering the most 
armprehensive collection of 
its kind in Britain and one of 
the finest in the world. “This 
is unquestionably the most 
exciting gift since the gallery 
opened in 1960.” he added. 

7 
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Senior officers sceptical as ministry orders retreat from the high street 

Services forced to seek 
recruits in Jobcentres 

BROOKS 

By Michael Evans 
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

MORE than 130 high-street 
recruiting offices are to dose 
after the Ministry of Defence 
decided to advertise Armed 
Forces vacancies in 1J00 
Jobcentres. The new route into 
the Royal Navy. Army or RAF, 
initially proposed to save 
money, is now seen as a way of 
enticing more young people to 
enlist. 

The Services cut manpower 
by 30 per cent at the end of the 
Cold War. and potential re¬ 
cruits still appear to believe 
recruiting has stopped. How¬ 
ever. many sections, especially 
the infantry and the Parachute 
Regiment, are suffering seri¬ 
ous shortages. 

Gillian Shephard, the Edu¬ 
cation and Employment Sec¬ 
retary. who with Nicholas 
Soames. the Armed Forces 
Minister, announced the new 
move, said yesterday that the 
employment service would be 
able to "reach those who may 
not have considered the job 
opportunities that the forces 
can offer". She added: "In 
particular people may not be 
aware of the skilled jobs 
available such as mechanics, 
drivers, cartographers, cooks 
and many more." 

Some senior military fig¬ 
ures. however, are sceptical 
about the Jobcentre scheme 
meeting recruitment needs 
and are seeking to save some 
of the military recruitment 
offices earmarked for dosure. 

The present 2IS traditional 
service offices are to be re¬ 
duced to 82 — 39 tri-service 
careers offices and 43 others, 
most of which will be for Army 
recruiting. These offices will 
be used mainly for the second 

Ti - ii- 
JilH 

MSlions of Britons answered the call to enlist during the 
First World War in such institutions as soldiers' rest 
rooms, but it was not until 1961. alter National Sendee 
came to an end. that the first recruiting "shops" began to 
appear in high streets. 

The earliest form of recruiting, for the Royal Navy, had 
to be carried out by press gangs who "persuaded" men to 
join a ship's crew. Pressing people into service started as 
early as the 13th century but ceased. albeit unofficially, 
when unproved pay and conditions in the early 1800s 
encouraged votuntary recruits. 

The navy was always short of volunteers and the press 
gangs, composed of tough petty officers and seamen, 
scoured seaports for likely recruits. Real sailors hid or 
fled and, rather than return empty-handed, the gangs 
sometimes seized people who knew nothing about the sea. 
Sheriffs and mayors often supplied the press gangs with 
people by clearing out the prisons. However, after the end 
of the Napoleonic Wars, in 1815. such forms of 
compulsory enlistment were no longer required. 

phase of recruiting, interview¬ 
ing young men and women 
sent by the Jobcentres. 

The closure of 133 recruiting 
offices would nor lead to more 
redundancies, the MoD said. 
Staff who work at the centres 
are posted on a temporary 
basis and will be redeployed to 
other jobs. Mr Soames was 
unable to say how much 

money would be saved by the 
closures, but it is expected to 
be several million pounds. 

He said he was hopeful that 
if the Northern Ireland peace 
initiative continued success¬ 
fully. servicemen and women 
would be able to walk around 
in public in their uniforms, a 
practice banned for the past 25 
years. He believed this would 

help to raise the profile of the 
Services and encourage 
recruitmenL 

Recruiting offices used to be 
a major target Cot the IRA and 
regular surveillance was car¬ 
ried out by police anti-terrorist 
units. In 1990 a bomb went off 
ai an Army recruiting office in 
Derby and in 1992 a soldier 
who worked at the centre was 
shot in the head. 

The decision to use 
Jobcentres to advertise vacan¬ 
cies. which currently stand at 
17.500. followed a pilot scheme 
at 99 Jobcentres in six loca¬ 
tions. including Edinburgh. 
Gloucester. Norwich and 
Swansea. In six months there 
were 32! enlistments and 67 
applications are still being 
processed. 

The Army will be under¬ 
manned by around 2J00Q sol¬ 
diers this year, mainly in the 
infantry. Royal Artillery and 
Royal Armoured Corps. Some 
400 Gurkhas due to be made 
redundant have been re¬ 
prieved to help to meer the 
dramatic shortfall in recruits, 
and a £1.400 cash bonus is 
now offered to soldiers to 
persuade them to stay on for 
three years. 

Commanding officers of 
battalions are to be given an 
extra £15 million to be used 
specifically for recruiting in 
their local areas. 

Commodore Ian Somer- 
vaille. director of naval re¬ 
cruiting, said the Royal Navy 
wanted to take on just over 
5.000 personnel in the next 
financial year, including 1.200 
for the Royal Marines. 

Mr Soames insisted that the 
manpower cuts in the Services 
had nor gone too for but 
stressed the need to carry on 
recruiting. “Who would have 

Pilot-scheme recruits lames StaUabrass. left. Kerry Dadcenfretd and Scott Robertson 

thought a year ago that we 
would be sending 13.000 
troops to Bosnia?" 

He dismissed as "fatuous 
nonsense" claims by Labour 
that the shortfall implied a 
failure in the recruiting sys¬ 
tem. He said the Services, like 
everyone else, were operating 
in an "extremely competitive 
job market”. With the 
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Jobcentres* help it would now 
be possible to reach a broader 
range of people. He said he 
hoped more from the ethnic 
communities would be attract¬ 
ed to a career in the forces. 

Mr Soames said that the 
cuts in manpower had largely 
affected older personnel and 
there was always, a need to 
recruit young people. He add¬ 

ed: “From today young men 
mid women will be able to 
walk into any. of. the 1.100 
Jobcentres and ^ee the many 
stalled jobs that are available 
in the three Services. . 

"1 hope that young people 
who had not previously con¬ 
sidered a career in the armed 
forces will be attracted by the 
wide variety of jobs on offer." 

Bad news for 
Daleks as the 
doctor returns 

By A Staff Reporter 

DOCTOR WHO is to be 
resurrected to the ; small 
screen with Paul McCann as 
the latest incarnation of the 
Time Lord. The 36-year-old 
Star of The Monoded Muti¬ 
neer saw off Sting. Simon 
Callow and Alan Rickman to 
become the eighth incumbent 
erf the role since 1963. 

He will sou- in a two-hour 
film to be made for television, 
produced jointly by BBC 
Worldwide and Universal 
Television in America. If the 
fihn proves popular there are 
plans for six more. 

Doctor Who was last seen 
on television in 1989, but 
ratings slumped to four 

! million viewers and the scries 
! was axed. The new produc- 
| lion has a £5 million budget 
! and will be broadcast in the 
■ L'nhed States and Britain 
! later this year, 
j McCann said yesterday; "1 
i loved Doctor Who as a kid — 
| William Hartnell used to 
. terrify- me. My favourite was 
I die Yeti, but the Dairies never. 
[ did it for me — they couldn't 
! run upstairs." 
i • One fan of the series 

welcomed the news. Alexan¬ 
dra Loosely-SauL owner of a 
Dr Wbo shop in East Ham. 
east London, said: "1 am 
absolutely delighted. Paul 
McCann has just the right 
sftent mysterious quality that 
Doctor Who needs. There is 
no way it wiQ seem outdated. 
AH if needs is good writers, 
good actors and new technoF 

Clarke’s staff 
fails to pay 

ogy, and now we’ve got all 
that. 1 ean*t wait" 

Doctor Who was first 
screened on November 23 
1963, with William Hartnell 
in the tide role. He was 
followed by Patrick 
Troughton 0966-1970). Jon 
Ptttwee (1970-1974), Tom Bak¬ 
er (1974-1982), Peter Davison 
0982-1984). Colin Baker (1984- 
1987) and Sylvester McCoy 
0987-1989). 
□ Britain’s last remaining 
police box — the model for 
Doctor Who’s tune-travelling 
Tardis — is to be restored. It 
was one of scores found in the 
capital until 1969. when they 
were scrapped by the Metro¬ 
politan Police. The surviving 
example is at Hendon Police 
Training College. 

Footballer 
fined for 
airport 

bag theft 
The Arsenal footballer David 
Hillier was fined £750 yester¬ 
day after he admitted stealing 
a bag at GatwicL The mid¬ 
fielder's solicitor said the theft 
was an act of stupidity which 
had destroyed Hiiliert soccer 
form. He was now on the 
transfer list 

Magistrates as Crawley, 
West Sussex, were told that 
Hillier. 26. stole the bag with 
his friends Wayne Burnett, 24. 
a Bolton Wanderers player, 
and Adam Old. 31, a computer 
consultant The three men, 
from London, were each fined 
€750 and ordered to pay £970 
compensation to the bag’s 
owner, a Danish businessman. 

Port picketed 
More than 100 sacked Liver¬ 
pool dockers picketed the port 
of Sheemess, where workers 
were recruited to replace 
them. Mersey Docks and Har¬ 
bour Board, which also runs 
die Kent port dismissed 500 
dockers in September after 
they refused to cross picket 
lines of a separate dispute. 

Smuggler escapes 
A Belgian drug smuggler was 
on the run yesterday from 
Down view Prison in Ban- 
stead, Surrey. Jaques Maezele, 
51, serving 4b years, was 
rejiorted missing cn Tuesday 
night Bailee believe he may 
have-been driven away in a 
Vanxhall Cavalier seen earlier 
in the prison car park. 

Class had to strip 
The headmaster of a school 
where children had to strip as 
a teacher searched for a stolen 
pen has apologised to parents. 
Twenty 12 and 13-year-olds 
undressed to their underwear 
at the Cardinal Wiseman 
Roman Catholic School in 
Potter's Green, Coventry. 

Turned in 
A car that sped away from a 
policeman in Torquay was 
chased by a patrol car to 
Newton Abbot—where it took 
a wrong turn into a police 
station car park. Two youths 
will appear in court tomorrow 
charged with aggravated vehi¬ 
cle-tatting and bu?glaiy. 

CPS man jailed 
Andrew Woodfine. 26. a legal 
administrator for the Crown 
Prosecution Service in Dur¬ 
ham, was jailed for 12 months 
by Durham Crown Court for 
supplying Ecstasy and posses¬ 
sing amphetamines. He sold 
two Ecstasy tablets to a plain¬ 
clothes detective at a rave. 

Boat fire deaths 
A mother and her two children 
who died as fire swept through 
their riverboat on foe Oxford 
Canal at Wolvercote, Oxford¬ 
shire. on Tuesday had just 
been told they were to move to 
a council house. Sarah Lowe, 
30. Ben, 6. and Louise, 3. were 
asleep when the fire started. 

War pensions 
Staff are being recruited to 
ensure that all war widows 
entitled to a pension receive it 
by April. The 1995 Pension Act 
restores the £143-a-week pen¬ 
sion to war widows whose 
subsequent marriage has end¬ 
ed. However, the payment 
may reduce benefits received. 

East eats West 
Civic leaders from Stupini, 
near Moscow, met their Brit¬ 
ish counterparts in Skiugh, 
Berkshire, home of Mars bars 
in the UK to celebrate the 
opening of the confectioner's 
first factory in Russia. The two 
parties exchanged somewhat 
predictable gifts: Mars bars. 
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Dorrell denies £lbn efficiency drive is rationing 

Hospitals told to reduce 
‘unnecessary’ Caesareans 

By Jeremy Laurance, health correspondent 

A DRIVE to reduce unneces¬ 
sary Caesarean sections was 
launched by Stephen DorreD. 
the Health Secretary, yester¬ 
day as pan of a campaign to 
save El billion being wasted on 
ineffective NHS treatments. 

Almost 100.000 women un¬ 
dergo Caesareans each year 
and the rate has more than 

doubled in the past 20 years. 
In some hospitals, more than 
20 per cent of women have die 
operation, compared with few¬ 
er than 10 per cent in others. 
Mr Dorrell said the rates in 
some hospitals were “surpris¬ 
ingly high" and should be 
questional. 

Launching the document 
Promoting Clinical Effective¬ 
ness, Mr Dorrell said it was 
vital for doctors and health 
authorities to keep pace with 
the rapidly (hanging clinical 
scene. More than 30.000 medi¬ 
cal journals are published 
around the world and it is 
impossible for most doctors to 
keep track of the latest ad¬ 
vances. Under the initiative. 

they are to be provided with 
easily accessible information 
cm effective treatments and 
may be required to justify 
clinical judgments that differ 
from die norm. Authorities 
will be required to show that 
they are switching funds from 
ineffective treatments to those 
of proven value. 

Mr Dorrell cited hospitals 
with high Caesarean rates as 
an example that doctors and 
managers should be examin¬ 
ing. “It doesn’t mean the 
clinicians are wrong but it 
does mean that they have to 
explain why they are out of 
line." 

Latest figures on Caes¬ 
areans, collected by die Nat¬ 
ional Childbirth Trust, show a 
national rate of I5J per cent of 
births in 1993-94. the highest 
ever. Rates varied between 
hospitals from under 10 per 
cent at Bedford and Hemd 
Hempstead, Hertfordshire; to 
more than 20 per cent at 
Buchanan Hospital, St Leon- 
ard s-on-Sea. East Sussex; 

Leighton Hospital, Crewe. 
Cheshire; and Worcester Roy¬ 
al Infirmary. 

Rares were also above 20 per 
cent at Bradford Royal Infir¬ 
mary, Hammersmith, and 
Queen Charlotte’s and Chel¬ 
sea hospitals, London. Liver¬ 
pool Maternity Hospital and 
St David’s Hospital, Bangor. 
Gwynedd. Large hospitals 
that deal with more complex 
cases would expect to have 
higher Caesarean rates. 

Many hospitals routinely 
perform Caesareans on wom¬ 
en who have previously had 
one. although there is no 
evidence that it improves the 
outcome. Women complain 
that they are being subjected 
to an unnecessary operation 
with increased risks at a 
critical point in their lives. 

The National Childbirth 
Trust says that increased med¬ 
ical intervention in labour, 
such as foetal monitoring, and 
fear of litigation is driving the 
trend to more Caesareans. 
Mary Newbum. head of poli¬ 

cy research, said: “Fear of 
litigation should not be driv¬ 
ing maternity care. Caesarean 
birth is a major operation 
from which it takes six weeks 
to recover, at a very important 
time for the whole family — 
getting to know and care for a 
new baby.” 

Promoting Clinical Effec¬ 
tiveness, which is backed by 
the Royal Medical Colleges, 
says that the treatment provid¬ 
ed by doctors “is still insuffi¬ 
ciently responsive to the 
changing evidence of best 
practice" Mr Dorrell denied 
that the aim was to ration 
treatments, but was to obtain 
the best quality of care at the 
best value “We are using 
science to address questions of 
value, not to reduce costs." he 
said. 

Harriet Harman, the Shad¬ 
ow Health Secretary, dis¬ 
missed Mr Dorrell’s cam¬ 
paign for clinical effectiveness 
as a “smokescreen for ration¬ 
ing". "It is nothing bur a drive 
to cut costs." she said. 

Debbie Chippington Derrick and her son Maxwell, the only one of her fou Debbie Chippington Derrick and her son Maxwell, the only one of her four children not bom by Caesarean 

‘Evidence on natural births being ignored’ 
AFTER her third Caesarean section, 
Debbie Chippington Derrick decided the 
only way to ensure that her fourth 
pregnancy would end in a natural birth 
was to pay for it. She spent E2.500 hiring 
an independent midwife and had her 
son, MaxwelL at home. 

“It was a straightforward eight-hour 
labour. I had no pain relief, no stitches, 
no intervention of any kind. Had I been 
under the NHS I would have been 
automatically booked for a Caesarean. 

As soon as you have had two. the attitude 
of the obstetricians changes." 

Mrs Chippington Derrick. 36. of 
Camberiey, Surrey, said the Guide to 
Effective Care in Pregnancy and Child¬ 
birth, produced by the UK Cochrane 
Centre in Oxford, showed the chances of 
a natural birth did not depend on the 
reasons for the first Caesarean. 

She said her first Caesarean was 
carried out after a series of interventions, 
such as pain relief which left her drowsy 

and a foetal heart monitor, had left her 
unable to cope. Hct second Caesarean, 
in a different hospital, was performed 
when she was ten days overdue, after 
attempts to induce her over eight days 
had failed. In her first pregnancy she had 
been three weeks late. 

“That is what women encounter all the 
time. If you happen to be in a different 
hospital, a different policy will be 
followed. Evidence on effectiveness is 
being ignored.” 
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Dr Stevenson outside his 200-yearold thatched home 

Hard-up Church 
storms another 
bishop’s castle 

By Russell Jenkins and Veema Shah 

THE Bishop of Worcester is 
expected to be the next senior 
Anglican deric to face “evic¬ 
tion" from his historic home, 
the Church Commissioners 
confirmed yesterday. Hartle- 
bury Castle, where the Right 
Rev Philip Goodrich lives, 
could fetch E750.000. 

The new Bishop of Ports¬ 
mouth. Dr Kenneth Steven¬ 
son. has already been asked to 
leave his 200-year-old 
thatched residence, Bishops- 
wood, in Fareham. in two 
years’ time and to move his 
family into a £300.000 six- 
bedroom Victorian villa. 
There is a question mark over 
the future of 14 other bishops* 
homes under a Church of 
England seven-year review. 

Dr Stevenson's chaplain. 
Canon Howard Baker, said 
yesterday of the rehousing 
plan: “He was unhappy ini¬ 
tially, but the decision here 
was to move into not only a 
smaller house but one which 
will suit the needs of a bishop 
in the 21st century." 

Dr Stevenson, who was 
enthroned shortly before 
Christmas, said: “We are look¬ 
ing forward to moving into a 
better house. The thatched 
roof is the largest in the south 
of England and needs to be 

replaced in ten years and we 
cannot get a grant for that.” 
Behind the impressive facades 
of episcopal castles, palaces 
and residences, their occu¬ 
pants are struggling to pay 
heating bills. Mary Loudon, 
who interviewed dergy for her 
book Revelations, said: “Nev¬ 
er go and stay with a bishop. 
It’s freezing-" 

Bishops are paid £24.590 a 
year, plus a car and an 
allowance to pay a small staff 
for their office and house. 
Under church guidelines, 
their residences should have a 
dining room for ten to 12 
guests, a commensurate kitch¬ 
en. drawing room, study, of¬ 
fice. chapel, sitting room and 
six bedrooms. 

Bishops’ homes still under 
review indude those at Blade- 
bum, Carlisle. Chelmsford, 
Lichfield. Lincoln. Liverpool 
Norwich. Ripon, the Isle of 
Man, Southwell and Truro. 

Miss Loudon believes the 
Church should sell all dergy 
homes, pay the occupant 
enough to buy their own and 
hire offices and meeting halls. 
This would help to solve 
financial difficulties and make 
dergy face the housing prob¬ 
lems their parishioners have, 
she says. 

Worcester’s Hartiebury Castle may be sold for £750,000 

Medieval marvels vie 
with Gothic elegance 

By Rachel Kelly, property correspondent 

P THE Church of England owns 
frg three castles and five palaces 
■I among its 44 bishops' homes. 

in addition to Lambeth Palace, 
■P home of the Archbishop of 
Vjj Canterbury. 
pP A claim to be the most 

elegant could be made by 
mf Auckland Castle, home of the 
Q new Bishop of Durham, the 
H Right Rev Michael Turnbull, 
WM which has survived the 
Ivj church’s review. 
IS Its Gothic gateway is topped 

by a turreted dock and wea- 
afl ther vane The house has state 
Kg rooms with high ceilings. 
fjy some covered in coats of arms, 

and eight bedrooms. 
The grandest may be Rfter- 

M borough Palace, built partly in 

file lltii century on a far 
bigger scale. It has seven 
lavatories and baliroom-sized 
bedrooms. The hall can seat 
100 for lunch and the sitting 
room takes 50. 

The future Bishop of Peter¬ 
borough — the appointment is 
vacant—will live in part of the 
palace but the commissioners 
are looking at ways to make 
die building pay its way. 

Bishopsthorpe. home of the 
ArchibishopofYork, stands in 
19 acres of gardens. Originally 
a manor house, it was later 
enlarged and rebuilt. Wolve- 
sey Palace stands an the site 
where the bishops of Winches¬ 
ter have had their homes since 
the 12th century. 
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Local Tories blame party’s high command for failing to expose black businessman’s lies 

Candidate’s imaginative CV was never checked 
By Andrew Pierce and Kate Alderson 

CONSERVATIVE Central Of¬ 
fice was blamed last night for 
the debacle over a blade 
parliamentary candidate who 
will be deselected next week 
for lying about his past to local 
party officials 

Hugh Neil. 32. will be 
dropped as candidate for the 
marginal seat of Hyndbum in 
Lancashire because of irregu¬ 
larities in the curriculum vitae 
that he subnutted to the selec¬ 
tion committee. But a straight¬ 
forward check on his back¬ 
ground would have shown 
that only four years before he 
had been deselected as candi¬ 
date for Wallsend after foe 
collapse of his estate agency 
business. 

Closer scrutiny of Mr Neil'S 
curriculum vitae has revealed 
a host of bogus claims about 
his academic, political and 
busines career. The false 
claims include his chairman¬ 
ship of ‘'Britain's 19th largest 
building society", foe Kenton 
and Middlesex, which has 
never traded, and a doctorate 
in business administration at 
Manchester business school 
Mr Nefl, a bachelor, also 
falsely claimed to have been 
an adviser to the late Lord 
Joseph. Margaret Thatcher’s 
mentor. 

The party high command 
failed to act because Mr Neil 
was one of only a handful of 
black candidates. A Central 
Office official said: “Alarm 
bells should have rung after 

he was deselected. He sur¬ 
vived the cull of the candidates 
list after the election because 
he was black. We were sensi¬ 
tive because of foe row over 
John Taylor, foe defeated 
black candidate in Chelten¬ 
ham." Mr Taylor narrowly 
lost the Tory seat in 1992 after 
being described as a “nigger" 
by constituency members. 

Despite foe bitterness left by 
Mr Neil's abrupt departure 
from Wallsend. only months 
before foe 1992 general elec¬ 
tion, Central Office failed to 
investigate him and his name 
remained on its approved list 
of candidates. 

In series of telephone calls 

Lord Joseph: Mr NeO 
falsely daimed to have 
been one of the Cabinet 

minister's advisers 

yesterday. The Tunes estab¬ 
lished that Mr Neil had finan¬ 
ced his estate agency. Witton 
Flint, with a £17,000 business 
development loan from Brent 
Council It was awarded in 
1986. when foe Tories were in 
power. They had gained con¬ 
trol of the council in 1983 when 
Mr Nril’s mother, Ambrozine. 
a Labour councillor, defected 
to foe Tories. He was dropped 
as a Tory candidate m a 
council tty-election in 1988 
when he defaulted on his loaa 
In I9p0 Brent Council, again 
under Tory control, wrote off 
the loan when the estate 
agency went into liquidation. 

It was also established that, 
contrary to his CV, Mr Nefl 
had never had any connection, 
with Harvard University. 
Claims that he had worked for 
the Polish government were 
discounted by foe Polish em¬ 
bassy in London. 

Although he claimed mem¬ 
bership of the Bow Group, the 
Foreign Affairs Forum, and 
foe Centre for Policy Studies, 
all three denied that he had 
ever been a member. The 
Chartered Institute of Market¬ 
ing suspended his member¬ 
ship because of unpaid foes. 
He ceased to be a member of 
the Institute of Directors in 
June 1991 because of his 
“failure to pay amounts owing 
to the institute". 

Mr Neil stud last night 
“You are part of a bourgeoise 
plot I am foe victim of 

HUGH NEIL- CURRICULUM VITAE 
(Mae atamawnU in bold type) 

Occupation; international management consultant 

Education: Doctor ot Busineas Administration (DBA): Manchester 
Business School, Harvard Buakwss School 
Muter of Business AdmWstration (MBA]; University 
ofLeicsster 
Bachelor of Arte BA (Horts) Social Sciences: 
University of Westminster 
The Chartered Institute of Marketing (DipM MOM) 

Political and management cocmRant to the PoOsh 
government (1983-94) 
Member at envfronment task force (1990) 
City of London and Westminster South Conservative 
Association [1989-90) 
Adviser to The Rt Hon sv Keith Joseph (the lata Lord 
Joseph), Secretary of State for Education and Science 
(1986-87) 
Approved paritamentanr candidate since 1988 
Contested Queens Park ward In local ooundl elections 

Ward chairman for Brent East Conservative : r- w 
Association (1966-89) 

Brant East Conservative AssoctaBon Finance and r.-T- ' 
General Purposes Committee (1388-89) — 
Member of the board of governors at KBbum 
Polytechnic (1984) 
Academic board governor tor Ktttjum Polytechnic 

Student Unkm president for KUbum Polytechnic (1964) 
Experience in Iras’ general elections and council 
elections 
Member of Bow Group, Foreign AfTafrs Forum, Centre ^ ^S'® 
for PoScy Studies and Institute of Directors 

eats; The economy, education and foreign affairs ^ 
___OMofMmm;iii| rniiiai iinr i I ~ 

The CV that helped to persuade Hyndbum Tories to select Hugh Neil as their parliamentary candidate 

institutionalised racism in the 
media and Tory party." 

A local party official said 
last night "He should have 
been permanently moved by 
Central Office years ago. At¬ 
tempts to discover why Mr 
Neil was allowed to move 
from constituency to constitu¬ 
ency have met with silence.” 

In foe predominantly white 
woridngclass constituency. 

which includes Accrington, he 
had impressed party members 
with his academic air and 
intelligent conversation about 
world affairs. Stan Home, 
deputy chairman of Hynd¬ 
bum Tories, said: “I thought 
he was an outstanding candi¬ 
date. I told foe local paper his 
political capability was un¬ 
bounded. He was an impres¬ 
sive speaker. Not full of waffle. 

In foe words of a famous 
song, he was young, gifted and 
blade." 

However, party officials 
began to be troubled by 
doubts about him. He could 
never be contacted at his office 
at Manchester ' Business 
SchooL It transpired that he 
did not have one: At foe party 
conference in Blackpool last 
year, they were, advised by 
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offidais from other local par¬ 
ties to drop him. 

In November Mr Home 
discovered that Mr Neil’s 
membership of the party had 
lapsed in 1990 when he left foe 
City of London and Westmin¬ 
ster South Conservatives. He 
did not rejoin until the month 
of his selection for Hyndbum. 

Mr Nefl had developed a 
reputation as a Walter Mhty 

character who convinced him¬ 
self that everything he said 
was true. He told colleagues at 
Hyndbum that he had had a 
BMW and a Toyota sports car. 
They only ever saw him 
driving a battered Montego. 
In December a motion of no 
confidence in him was passed 
by S3 votes to 16 and he was 
urged to resign. 

Mr Home said last night; 
"He was black when we 
selected him. The charges of 
racism against our association 
are absolute rubbish. His 
deselection comes down to his 
business dealings. 1 am sad 
this whole episode has occ¬ 
urred. It is not enough to be 
seen to be above reproach as a 
candidate. You have to be 
above reproach." 

Mr Neil is from a family of 
six children. His parents, both 
now dead, moved to London 
from the West Indies 35 years 
ago. In a interview with foe 
Accrington Observer he 
described General Colin Pow¬ 
ell and Baroness Thatcher as 
his heroes. He said the best 
advice he had received was 
from Lady Thatcher. “Always 
be true to your ability and 
destiny." Lady Thatcher’s of¬ 
fice said they had never heard 
of Mr Neil. 

He claimed to have been a 
schoolfriend of the sprinter 
Linford Christie and said that 
he expected to be MP for 
Hyndbum. Asked what his 
epitaph would be, he replied: 
“Hugh Neil — a man of foe 
people, for the people" 

Thatcher’s role 
as prophet is 

true to tradition 
MSSt I^riwjbju J:; 

Prime Minister to 
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Margaret Thatcher is 
not the first former 
Prime Minister to 

cause waves for a successor. 
Exactly 100 years ago this 
September. Gladstone de¬ 
scended on Liverpool like a 
prophet from the hills, accord¬ 
ing to his latest biographer, 
Roy Jenkins, and delivered a 
powerful blast of protest over 
Turkish atrocities in Armenia. 
U caused quite a stir, not least 
because of the parallels with 
his campaign over foe slaugh¬ 
ter of Christians in Bulgaria 
20 years earlier. But in au¬ 
tumn 1896 the GOM was 
nearly 87 and it was his last 
hurrah. Still, ft was enough to 
precipitate the resignation of 
Rosebery as liberal leader 12 
days later. He complained that 
the Gladstone speech was “the 
final straw on his back". John 
Major is much more resolute 
than the tiresome and resigna¬ 
tion-prone Rosebery, who was 
a better writer than a 
politician. 

Baroness Thatcher is not 
alone amonp former party 
leaders in still being able to 
command headlines. Former 
Prime Ministers have behaved 
in very different ways. Several 
— Salisbury. Campbell-Ban¬ 
nerman, Bonar Law, Macdon¬ 
ald and Neville Chamberlain 
— have died soon afterwards, 
in some cases laving resigned 
because of fatal illness. Eden 
was in mixed health for foe 20 
years he survived, but he had 
anyway been largely discredit¬ 
ed by the Suez crisis. Bal¬ 
dwin's high reputation on 
retirement was soon under¬ 
mined by the collapse of 
appeasement and he had a 
lonely last few years. Chur¬ 
chill and Wilson lived for 10 
and 19 years respectively after 
leaving Downing Street but 
for most of the time were 
senile, in Wilson’s sad case 
prematurely so.. 

Gnty a few of the long-time 
survivors avoided controversy 
altogether. Attlee lived over a 
decade after giving up the 
Labour leadership and, as 
might be expected for such a 
stickler to the proprieties, did 
not interfere with his succes¬ 
sors] Macmillan contented 
himself with his memoirs for 
more than a decade before 
enjoying foe limelight in his 
last few ennobled years as a 
nostalgic critic of Thalcher- 

ism. Balfour and Home were 
unusual in both later return¬ 
ing to high office and were 
props rather than threats to 
their successors. 

Those who have tost office 
against their will have caused 
the most trouble. There have 
usually been regrets and re¬ 
criminations. Rosebery was a 
temperamental complainer 
but was too ineffective to pose 
any real problems during his 
remaining three decades. As¬ 
quith and Uoyd George bat¬ 
tled over foe declining and 
divided Liberal Party for sev¬ 
eral years, and foe latter 
remained both an actual and a 
potential threat to those in 
power for most of the 1920s 
and 1930s. Sir Edward Heath 
was never reconciled to the 
Thatcher succession. 

Lady Thatcher has tried to 
behave with more restraint 
but she is too open and candid ■ 
to disguise her disappoint¬ 
ment with her successor. Mr 
Major has had to endure 
much from her since 1990. in 
memoirs, interviews and 
speeches (however supportive 
in intention, as tonight's 
speech will be presented), as 
well as rumours of critical 
private remarks. But he has • 
now steeled himself to her 
interventions, however irritat¬ 
ed he may still be by foe stir 
she can still occasionally cause 
in the media and among Tory 
supporters in tile country — 
though most MPs now pay 
little attention to her views. What Lady Thatcher 

had in common with 
Gladstone was the 

ability to make the weather, in 
Churchill'S vivid phrase about 
Joseph Chamberlain. So in 
retirement both could still 
draw big audiences and press 
attention. But Lady Thatcher 
is now more of a symbol than 
a force. She will be applauded 
tonight for what she did rather 
than what she can do, for 
touching the hearts of her fol¬ 
lowers rather than as a poten¬ 
tial leader of a crusade. Like 
Gladstone, she is now a proph¬ 
et, one who descends from 
Concorde rather than the hills. 

Peter Riddell 

New role for MI5 backed 
PLANS to foe expand foe role 
of M15 to include supporting 
the police in the fight against 
organised crime won cross- 
party support in the Com¬ 
mons last night. 

Opening the second reading 
debate of the Security Service 
Bill. Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, said that foe 

Government should use evei 
resource available to combi 
criminal gangs, drug traffic! 
ers and racketeers. 

Jack Straw, Shadow Hon 
Secretary, raid Labour wt 
corned foe Bill in principle bi 
had reservations about ho 
accountable MI5 would be 
Parliament in its new role. 

IN PARLIAMENT 

£*?U”V** 16 nontw • CT4*r. UJ. -tom amourr 

YESTERDAY In Die Commons back¬ 
bench debates on the regeneration of 
coaMd communities and the Govern-. 
RttKS waste tfspoea strategy. « 
230pm, Foreign Office quasttone were 
Wkwed by a debate on me Security 
Service BHL second reading. In me Lords 
aabates on neivcamenBonai macScai 
bsaunem; violence In panel tosaudone 

fm Iwragw^me Hartaurama (Sonic 
wd Cover Charges) Bit. 
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RMHKh Laboratory. ^ 



1 

THE TIMES THURSDAY JANUARY 111996 OVERSEAS NEWS 11 

Chechen rebel leader vows bloodshed will continue until Kremlin soldiers leave 
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Russian troops surround 
hostage-takers at border 

From THomas de Waal 
IN MOSCOW 

Chechen gunmen and dozens A;; 
of captives on the border with 
Checbmia yesterday on the 

zure, whirfi has thrown the c.' 
Government into crisis. 

thousands of hostages they : 

incident appeared to be head- • • 

until the ocmvoy’S exit was 
halted by a bridge blown up The convoy of buses hes 
by the Russian Army at the 
village of Fervomayskiy and a in 24 hours of violence. The 
new round of negotiations Chechens, smiling, wearing 
began. The fighters threatened Islamic headbands and traQ- 
to start shooting hostages if mg green, white and red 
they were not allowed across. Chechen flags from the bus 

According to a corres- windows, took about 160 hos- 
pondent outside the village, tages from Kizlyar. including 
helicopter gun ships dropped volunteers from local govem- 
flares, but there appeared to ment and the hospital, as well 

A Kizlyar man weeps for his dead grandson yesterday as he passes the hospital that was commandeered by gunmen Ancient enemies, page IS 

Patients tell of 
24-hour terror 

From Philippa Fletcher in kizlyar 

NURSES and volunteers car- door down and started shoot- 
ried patients moaning in fear iiig," she said, 
and pain out of Kizlyar's Other victims still lay in the 
hospital yesterday after Che- hospital, where mattresses 
dhen gunmen abandoned it, have been stuffed into broken 
leaving the body of a mur- windows to stop the draught, 
dered policeman untouched and blood-soaked rags lie on 
on an upper floor. the floor. 

Men carrying patients in The hospital was full, there 
iron beds jostled with Russian were at least 3,000 people, 
police carrying out mines laid Then they went round town 
by the gunmen on the lower and collected more." Muham- 
floors of the grey four-storey mad Maladzhiyev, duty doc- 
building. tor in the surgery area, said. 

Tom sheets fluttered from “People in each department 
broken windows and spent had been wounded in the 
cartridges were scattered hand or die foot They killed a 
around on the road outside the policeman and two old women 
hospital. Hot-water pipes did not survive the strain." 
punctured in 24 hours of Shots rang out outside the 
gunfire spat water and steam hospital as the doctor spoke, 
into the chilly air. but it was unclear where the 

The Chechen fighters, who shooting came from. Patients 
had threatened to kill their said Russian special forces 
captives unless Russia with- had shot at the hospital with 
drew troops from their neigh- guns and shells. Dr 
bouring separatist region, left Maladzhiyev's assistant said 
unexpectedly in a convoy of her son had had to go with the 
buses early yesterday, accom- rebels. "I do not know where 
panied by more than 160 he is," she said. “Everything 
hostages. The wounded were has gone from our house." 
among those left behind. Ki 

Alla Pradikova. injured been 
when Chechens forced their the 1 
way into her flat, lay in the hold 
hospital entrance, her bead rebel 
peeping out from under an freec 
orange blanket. She said that not i 
she was at home when the tans, 
rebels started banging on her shoo 
door. “We asked them to let us The) 

New spy chief chosen 
in Yeltsin shake-up 

from die Moscow Institute of 
Foreign Relations. Like his 
chief. Mr Primakov, the gen¬ 
eral is an expert in Eastern 
affairs and spent several years 
in Asia. The Soviet Govern¬ 
ment awarded him many 
decorations, including two 
Red Star medals. 

Tass news agency said he 
spends his leisure time read¬ 
ing, listening to music and 

split into several agencies watching films and supports 
shortly before the Sonet col- Spartak Moscow, 
lapse ^ 1991. Mr Yeltsin also ousted the 

“I have looked closely at Transport Minister. _ Vitaly 
him and realised he was a Yefimov, criticised in die 
skilled professional, respected press over domestic tivil avia- 
by intelligence operatives," don's safety record, and for- 
MrYdisin said. malty dismissed two minis- 

Bom into a worker’s family tors — Nikolai Travkin and 
in the Siberian city of Irkutsk. Sergei Belyayev - who have 
General Trubnikov joined the left to take up seats in parlia- 
KGB in 1967 on graduation menfs lower house. 
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Defeated Walesa to work on image in £6,000-a-year shipyard job 
By Roger Boyes 

LECH WALESA, who was once 
dubbed the Great Electrician, kept 
up his old skills by fixing televisions 
and changing plugs during his five 
years in the presidential palace. 

Now, still smarting from Iris defeat 
in the presidential elections, the 
former Solidarity hero says he plans 
to return to the Gdansk shipyards to 
work and restore his credentials as a 
rugged, worker-politician. 

Walesa, the “Great Electrician'', plies his 
trade at the Gdansk shipyard in 1989 

lr Walesa claims he has no 
choice; he needs a job. As a former 
head of state; he is not entitled to a 
pension, only to a team of body¬ 
guards who will accompany him to 
fee 6 JO morning shift. 

His actual wealth is a mystery. 
During the 1980s he picked up many 

valuable human rights awards, in¬ 
cluding the 1983 Nobel Peace Prize, a 
substantial advance on his two 
volumes of autobiography, and a 
controversial $1 minion (E640.000) 
film 'option on his life story from 
Warner Brothers. 

Some of the cash was given to good 
causes and smite has been spent 
More than half the -fflm fee went 
towards buying'a family house in 
Gdansk and flats for two of his 
wayward sons. The Polish taxman 
insists that he- has not paid his due 
and most Poles reckon that he is still 
a wealthy man. 

The truth is that he wants to replay 
history. The shipyards were the 
springboard for the 1980 Solidarity 
revolution that eventually broke the 
spine of communist rule in Poland. 

Now, Mr Walesa seems to be saying, 
the communists are back and have to 
be opposed in a similar way. 

Former communists dominate par¬ 
liament and the Government His 
successful rival. Aleksander Kwas¬ 
niewski — now louring Germany 
and France — was a communist 
minister. 

The return to the shipyards does 
not represent a burning desire by Mr 
Walesa to repair electric hoists. Nor 
is he desperately in need of the E50Q-. 
a-monlh salary of a chief electrician. 
Rather, the move marks the begin¬ 
ning of the next stage of his political 
career. It certainly means trouble for 
the likes of Jozef Oleksy, the Prime 
Minister who, in the last days of Mr 
Walesa’s presidency, was accused of 
pasting secrets to the KGB. Yester¬ 

day in tiie rundown yards (no longer 
named after Lenin), workers were 
taking bets cm how long Mr Walesa 
would stay with them. He is not 
universally admired there. Younger 
workers in particular are less prone 
to the mythology of the plucky 19S0s 
strike leader, and complain thal.he' 
did little for them during his five 
years in power. 

The yards, however, are important 
to Mr Walesa. He was an unhappy 
country boy until 1967 when, by 
joining the yards, he transformed 
himself into a proud worker. 

But the corruption of the;-commu¬ 
nist regime was mirrored in the 
yards — meat shortages, arbitrary 
price rises, poor safety standards and 
political sackings enraged the work¬ 
force — and eventually Mr Walesa 

turned against communism. Dis¬ 
missed from the yards, he had to 
dinib ova- the fence to lead tire 1980s 
strikes. 

When General Wojriech Jaruzelski 
imposed military rule in 1981, Mr 
Walesa was jailed for a year. On his 
release he was offered ms old job in 
the yards — to keep him out of 
trouble. He was put in the electrical 
workshop and in effect sealed oft 
from the rest of the yard, watched 
dosely by secret police. Even so. 
hemanaged to meet underground 
leaders — usually disguised in wigs 

. and false whiskers — after work. 
. Life should be somewhat easier for 
the born-again worker this time. This 
is perhaps just as well: he no longer 
has the physique for jumping over 
shipyard fences. 

French troops seize 
rocket launcher 

used in tram attack 
From Stacy Sullivan rN Sarajevo 

THE rocket launcher thought 
to have been used in Tuesdays 
deadly attack on a crowded 
Sarajevo tram was confiscated 
yesterday fay Nato forces. 

French troops pinpointed 
the origin of the rocket and 
immediately returned fire 
after five attack with 20mm 
cannon rounds before sur¬ 
rounding a high-rise block of 
fiats in Grbavica, a Serb-held 
pocket in the city. Although 
their initial search left them 
empty-handed, yesterday they 
discovered the launcher. 

A joint Nato-UN investiga¬ 
tion team then re-enacied the 
attack, hauling the shattered 
tram and its 3Chyear-old driver 
bade to the scene on the city's 
infamous Sniper's Alley. The 
rocket attack, originally 
thought to have been a gre¬ 
nade. had killed one woman 
and injured at least six others. 

The Nato peace implementa¬ 
tion force. Ifor, has 
characterised the rocket attack 
as an "isolated terrorist act" 
carried out by rogue military 
elements and insists that all 
parties are showing exempla¬ 
ry compliance with the terms 
of the Dayton. Ohio, peace 
agreement 

"We don’t believe it [the 
attack] had the backing of any 
authorities." said British Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Mark Rayner, 
a Nato spokesman. "It was a 
senseless and mindless act, 
but it is not going to stop the 
peace process ” He pointed out 
that Bosnian Serb police as¬ 
sisted in the investigation. 

But the Bosnian Govern¬ 
ment maintains the Bosnian 
Sabs are deliberately trying 
to undermine the peace plan. 
"We expect a swift and signifi¬ 
cant reaction." said Bosnian 

Even the dead start to 
leave Serb Sarajevo 

From Sean Maguire in Sarajevo 

THE dead are rising in Saraje- . 
vo as Sabs take, their loved 
ones away from Muslim rule. 

In the Serb suburb of Didza. 
as the coffin of a soldier was 
pulled from his grave, an 
angry bystander said: “Don’t 
take pictures! You wrote bad 
things about us during the 
war and now you want to look 
at our misery." 

In three weeks’ time, unda 
die peace plan for Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. the Sab-held 
areas around Sarajevo are to 
be handed to the control of the 
Muslim-led Government By 
mid-March the Muslim-led 
army will be authorised to 
enter the Serb suburbs. 

Serb pleas to delay the 
transfer have fallen on deaf 
ears. Having fought for the 

right to live separately, few 
relish government rule. Most 
say, reluctantly, that they have 
no choice but to leave their 
homes. 

. Until now few have had the 
courage for the macabre task 
of exhuming husbands, broth¬ 
ers or friends. But as the time 
to leave grows near, despera¬ 
tion has prompted action. 

“I did not even dream this 
would start to happen,” lvica, 
head gravedigger at the ffidza 
exhumation, said. “But people 
say they cannot live without 
bong able to come to the grave 
every Sunday to tight a can¬ 
dle.” The dead soldier’s sister 
wailed as lvica jumped down 
into the grave and lifted her 
brother's remains into a new 
coffin. (Reuter) 

Vice-President Ejup Ganic, 
who accused the Serbs of 
having orchestrated a deliber¬ 
ate attadc. 

Lastweek Serbs abducted 16 
Bosnian civilians as they en¬ 
tered the Serb-held suburb of 
liidza on roads recently 
opened by lfor. Sabs at first 
denied holding the 16, but 
later released them under 
heayy pressure from Nato and 
the Uni ted States. 

Angry Sate in the five 
Serb-held areas around Sara¬ 
jevo, which are to revert bade 
to government control, are 
furious with the toms of the 
Dayton accord. They claim 
that the disbanding of their 
Sab militia and police by 
February 3 will leave them 
unprotected and subject to 
recriminations by authorities 
they have been fighting for 
nearly four years. 

British Challenger battle 
tanks, which last saw action in 

. ffie 1991 Gulf War, rolled into 
Bosnia yesterday, bringing 
heavy firepower to strengthen 
the Nato peace force. 

A convoy of transporters 
carrying 12 Challengers, each 
armed with a 120mm gun and 
weighing more than 60 
tonnes, arrived at the British 
supply base in the central 
Bosnian town of Kupres. 
□ Washington: President 
Clinton is expected to meet 
President Tudjman during a 
visit to the Balkans this week¬ 
end (Tom Rhodes writes). He 
will urge the Croatian leader 
to avoid any further conflict 
that might undermine the 
American peace initiative in 
the region. 

The current United Nations 
mandate, which currently has 
1,600 Russian and Belgian 
UN peacekeepers patrolling 
the area, expires on Monday 
and American diplomats are 
anxious that Croatia make no 
attempt to invade an area it 
wishes to recapture. 

Toti librizzi outside the Palermo hotel where Giuseppe Di Stefano has lived in a three-room suite for50 years 

Mafia mystery of man in Suite 202 
From Daniel Wakin 

IN PALERMO 

FOR half a century. Giuseppe 
Di Stefano has inhabited 

■Suite 202 of Sidy's most 
historic hotel, leading a life 
that captures exquisitely the 
flavour of Ifcis island of silent 
oaths and secret societies. 

The mysterious baron nev¬ 
er leaves his three-room suite 
at the Grand Hotel ddle 
Palme. A barber comes every 
six weeks. Room service 
brings all his meals and a 
maid tidies up each day. An 
administrator pays his rent 
The reception desk turns 
away all visitors. The 89-year- 
old Signor Di Stefano's only 
companion is a 24-hour nurse. 

This is the baron’s existence 
as pieced together from those 
who know him. He lives 
unda a Mafia-imposed exile, 
according to a story told by 

hotel personnel Out one day 
on the grounds of his vast 
estate in Castelvetnmo, Si¬ 
gnor Di Stefano came across 
a trespasser and killed him. 
The. young man’s father; a 
mafioso/threateneri to kill the • 
baron, who begged for an 
alternative: permanent exile 
from the world. 

“The myth of the baron is a 
mystery.” said Enzo Caruso, 
fiie hotel manager. "Sicilians , 
like mysteries. They tike to 
think that a man can live in 
the shadows.” Secrets repre¬ 
sent knowledge, so the “more 
secrets be has the more impor¬ 
tant the man is.” Signor 
Caruso explained, acknowl¬ 
edging that the publicity is not 
bad for the hotel, although its 
history speaks for itself. 

Richard Wagner completed 
Parsifal here. Lucky Luciano, 
the Mafia boss, ate in its 
restaurant Raymond Rous- 

r 

& 

Wagner: stayed in hotel 

seL the French writer, com¬ 
mitted suicide in one of its 
rooms. 

Last September Giulio An- 
dreotti. seven times the Prime 
Minister, stayed one floor 
down from the reduse for the 

opening of his trial on charges 
of associating with the Mafia. 

Years ago the baron used to 
appear for four-hour lunches 
m the ornate dining room 
with a few friends.'wearing 
sflkshirtva scarf and a white 
jacket. Toti’ Librizzi the bar¬ 
tender .for 30 years, remem¬ 
bers the baron’s brown-acd- 
white shoes. Signor :Di 
Stefano was a man of ^cul¬ 
ture” Signor.Librizzi said. In 
years past, the baron would 
go to the kitchen and-direct 
the cook in preparing largely 
forgotten Sicilian cuisine. 

These days he sees only a 
(rusty handful of hotel staff. 
He used to listen to classical 
music, but the stereo seems to 
be gone. Now television news 
can be beard from outside the 
suite door, but no one an¬ 
swers a knock — protecting 
this most Sicilian of 
mysteries. £4/9;..- 

Greek Left 
closes its 
ranks for 
crisis vote 

From John Carr 
FN ATHENS 

THE Greek Government was 
expected to survive comfort¬ 
ably a parliamentary vote of 
confidence late last night as 
Andreas Papandreou, the crit¬ 
ically ill Prime Minister, 
showed signs of improvement 

The 170-strong Socialist ma¬ 
jority in the 300-seat legisla¬ 
ture capped three days of 
debate on an opposition mo¬ 
tion of censure by temporarily 
patching ova its rifts ova the 
possible replacement of Mr 
Papandreou, 76. 

However, challengers to Mr 
Papandreou*s leadership are 
more determined than ever to 
force file issue. "The will of file 
Greek people is dear” Kostas 
Simitis, former Industry Min¬ 
ister and front-runner to suc¬ 
ceed the Prime Minister, told 
the parliament. "We need a 
decision, and now.” 

The statement emphasised 
the growing impatience with¬ 
in fiie Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement (Pasok) at the lead¬ 
erless state of the country as 
Mr Papandreou-s incapadtat- 
ing illness was in its eighth 
wok. Serious decision-mak¬ 
ing by Pasok is expected at a 
crudal meeting of its executive 
bureau for January 20. 

A dash of wills is develop¬ 
ing in which the stubborn Mr 
Papandreou is expected to 
ignore calls for him to resign. 
Greece’s constitution is stud¬ 
iedly vague on the issue erf how 
to replace a serving head of 
government. The rules sanc¬ 
tion replacement only if a 
Prime Minister resigns or dies 
in office. 

Details about Mr Papan¬ 
dreou’s condition are scarce. A 
step away from death the week 
before Christmas, he was this 
week being given mild muscu¬ 
lar exercise by American ther¬ 
apists. Yesterday, however, he 
was racked by a fever and his 
doctors continued to rule out 
any significant recovery. 

Leading article, page 19 

i J 

v 
■r 
la 
*n Ca 
It 
fu 
tic 
to 
Ge 
Gk 
Gk to to 

Un 
H0 

ru 

tou 
OB! 
BUR 
(tin 
•JM 

as i 
Difil 
ffl* 
UK Ci 
(•*» 

CAM 
D1.TT 

Csift 

to- » 

MS 

Call us today 
For a warmer, quieter, more 

secure home 
ThU January is the perfect time 
to invest in the best. Because 

you will get an amazing 3G%* 
off Everest’s complete range of 
home improvement products. 

No small print 
No catches, no strings, just 

30%* off every order placed in 

January for all our windows, 

doors and Rooflinc products. 

It even applies to 
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an unsecured finance facility 

subject to status. Written details 
arc available on request. 

You only fit doable glaring once, so fit the best - Everest. 

* OflTEst price. Not to be used in conjunction with any odwr oSrr. 
PiffeinM iiiinw apply to eomemrorie. Offer doses 31st Jammy % 

everesT'S JANUARY SALE • EVEREST S JA 

Mitterrand illness 
hidden for decade 

From Ben Mactntyre in Paris 

FRANCOIS MITTERRAND 
knew he had prostate cancer 
from the start of his 14-year 
presidency but kept his illness 
secret for more than a decade, 
despite a promise to be com¬ 
pletely “transparent" about 
his health, French newspapers 
reported yesterday. 

The public was initially told 
tiie forma President, who 
died on Monday aged 79, had 
cancer in September 1992 
when he had the first of three 
operations. Records suggest 
the disease may have been 
diagnosed as early as spring 
1981, before he was elected for 
his first seven-year term, but a 
formal diagnosis may only 
have been made at the end of 
that year, after he was in¬ 
stalled in the Elysee Palace. 

M Mitterrand’s derision to 
hide fiie facts refects the thick 
veil of secrecy still surround¬ 
ing many aspects of his life. By 
the time he "went public", he 
had been undergoing treat¬ 
ment to keep the cancer in 
check, including hormone 
therapy, for at least ten years, 
Le Monde reported. Robert 

Mitterrand, 80, has claimed 
his brother could have been 
saved if he had received better 
treatment But the forma 
President’s widow, Danielle, 
and the couple's two sons 
insisted yesterday the family 
had complete confidence in his 
medical team. 

In a television interview cm 
Tuesday, Robert, who was 
also diagnosed as having 
prostate cancer, said he had 
advised his younga brother to 
see a foreign specialist, add¬ 
ing: “He could have been 
saved as I was saved." 

Today is a national day of 
mounting in France. Dozens 
of world leaders are expected 
at a memorial Mass this 
morning in Notre Dame ca¬ 
thedral, including the Prince 
of Wales, John Major and 
President Yeltsin. M 
Mitterrand’s funeral and buri¬ 
al at his birthplace of Jamac. 
southwest Fiance, will take 
place at the same time, 
attended only by family and 
close friends. Last night thou¬ 
sands went to La Bastille for a 
Socialist rally in his memory. 

Italy determined to ensure 
EMU train runs on time 

From Charles Bremner in home 

BRITISH hopes of Italian 
support for a delay in mone¬ 
tary union spring from wish¬ 
ful thinking, according to the 
officials who are running 
Rome’s presidency of the 
European Union while fiie 
politicians squabble ova fiie 
fate of the Government • • 

The top Foreign Ministry 
and Treasury officials insisted 
on their country's devotion to 
the Maastricht cause as Lam- 
berto Dini, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, warned parliament that 
Italy's dignity in the eyes of 
Europe was at stake in the 
country's political stalemate. 

Italy considers il inconceiv¬ 
able to think of extending fiie 
January 1999 deadline for Eu¬ 
ropean monetary union 
(EMU), even if it falls to make 
fiie grade when the EU picks 
the first members in early 
1998, Boris Blancheri. the new 
chief of the Foreign Ministry, 
said, “if it does not join at file 
beginning, it will do so after a . 
slight delay." Under Susanna’ 
Agnelli, die Foreign Minister, 
Signor Bianchen's team is 
preparing to push what many 

Boutros Ghali accuses debtor US 
by Michael Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

THE United Nations Secre¬ 
tary-General, Boutros Boutros 
Ghali, yesterday accused 
America of a “certain dishon¬ 
esty” ova its accusations that 
his organisation was not do¬ 
ing its job properly. 

He said in London that 
there were "those who, by 
denying funding, make the 
UN ineffective, then say that 
they are withholding funding 
because the UN is ineffective." 

Addressing a meeting in Cen¬ 
tral Hall, Westminster, to 
mark the fiftieth anniversary 
of the first session of cite 
General Assembly. Dr Bou¬ 
tros Ghali said the UN’s 
effectiveness was being "cor¬ 
roded from within” because it 
was being denied the means to 
do its job properly. 

He did not single out Ameri¬ 
ca— by far the largest debtor 
to the UN — by name, but 
expressed his general ocas- 
poatioa with the refusal by 
the Congress in the United 

States, as writ as several other 
debtor countries, to pay their 
assessed contributions. 

Dr Boutros Ghali said -the 
UN was also weakened fay its 
member states’ inability to 
follow through their derisions. 
There was a clear commit¬ 
ment from member,, but a 
failure to provide the means to 

. make such undertakings neaL 
The failure to mobilise arid 
use collective force effectively 
has caused grave setbacks in 
Somalia, in Rwanda and in 
the former Yugoslavia.” 

British Conservatives view as 
an unpalatable agenda at the 
review of the Maastricht trea¬ 
ty, opening in Turin in March. 

The future of Signor Dim'S 
caretaker Government re¬ 
mained uncertain yesterday 
after Silvio Berlusconi, his 
predecessor, said his bloc 
would move a resolution ask¬ 
ing him to resign or face a no- 
oonfidence vote; 

Asked by president Scalfaro 
to stay on. Signor Dini is in- 

Agnelli: setting pace 

yoking Italy's six-month Eunv 
pean Union presidency as a 
prime reason for avoiding the 
upheaval of new elections 
before the summer. After 
watching Spain gain credit 
with an impressive presiden¬ 
tial stint, Italy's elite is worried 
that political chaos could lead 
it to squander its spell in the 
Union spotlight and its chance 
to win back influence lost ova 
the past couple of years. 

Even if Signor Dini, a 
European enthusiast in the 
Italian tradition, stays on. 
there is concern in Brussels 
that he will be handicapped by 
The power vacuum. The return 
of a oentre-right Government 
however, would be worse in 
their view because it would 
probably take on the more 
Euro-sceptical colours of the 
last Berlusconi team. 

Italy is determined to keep 
the “EMU train" moving and 

; hoped .that it could . show 
enough progress in bringing 
down its heavy national debt 
to convince its partners that it 
merits a berth in the single 
currency. 
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White House officials doubt whether deal on balanced budget can ever be reached 

Republicans 
try to keep 
‘revolution’ 
on the move 

OVERSEAS NEWS 

From Martin Fletcher in Washington 

REPUBLICAN leaders were 
yesterday exploring radical 
new strategies to advance 
their “revolution" after the 
breakdown of their budget 
negotiations with President 
Clinton on Tuesday nighL 

Both sides publicly insisted 
the negotiations had been 
suspended, not ended, but 
privately officials said they 
had serious doubts whether 
an agreement on how to 
balance the budget in seven 
years was achievable. Wall 
Street shared those doubts 
and the Dow Jones index 
opened sharply lower after 
plunging 67 points on 
Tuesday. 

Mr Clinton has spent SO 
hours in direct talks with 
Newt Gingrich, die House 
Speaker, and Robert Dole, the 
Senate leader, over the past 
three weeks. Mr Dole said 
"fundamental differences" re¬ 
mained, and while both sides 
have made significant com¬ 
promises neither can give 
much more without alienating 
its core supporters. 

Mike McCurry. the White 
House spokesman, said: “The 
only thing now that is prevent¬ 
ing us from getting a balanced 
budget agreement is Republi¬ 
can insistence that we have a 

larger tax cut than the Presi¬ 
dent deems necessary, paid for 
by Medicare savings that the 
President feels are unnec¬ 
essary." A balanced budget is 
at the heart of the Republi¬ 
cans’ drive to put America's 
economic affairs in order, 
shrink the federal government 
and devolve power to the 
states, but Mr Clinton argues 
that their plan would devas¬ 
tate health, education and 
environmental programmes 
and shred the social safely net 

Officially die negotiation 
have gone into recess for a 
week to take stock, of the 
situation. Republicans say 
they will return to the bargain¬ 
ing table if and when Mr 
Clmton presents some new 
ideas, but in the meantime 
they an? exploring alternative 
ways forward. 

One is to woo conservative 
Democrats who agree with 
many parts of their balanced 
budget plan. It is doubtfo] that 
the Republicans could win 
over enough to secure a veto- 
proof twtMhirds majority in 
both houses, but the more 
Democrats they can persuade 
to defect the more pressure 
they will put on Mr Clinton. 

Another possible strategy is 
for the Republicans to ac- 
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Newt Gingrich, left, and Dick Armey, the House majority leader, listen as Robert Dole struggles to hear a question at a news conference 

knowledge that an agreement 
Is unreachable, cobble togeth¬ 
er a stopgap budget for 1996 to 
keep the Government ticking 
over, and take their case to the 
people in November's con¬ 
gressional and presidential 
elections. 

A Washington Post poll 
yesterday encouraged the 
President to stand firm. It gave 
him a 53 per cent approval 
rating and compared to 31 per 

cent for the Republican Con¬ 
gress. By 57 per cent to 36 
respondents said Mr Clinton's 
position on the budget was 
closer to theirs than the Re¬ 
publicans’, and by 47 per cent 
to 32 they believed the Presi¬ 
dent was trying harder than 
pie Republicans to resolve the 
issue. 

In bald numerical terms 
Congress and the President 
have drawn much closer than 

at the beginning of their talks, 
but the figures mask deeper 
ideological differences. For ex¬ 
ample the Republicans have 
trimmed their proposed tax 
cuts bom $245 billion over 
seven years to $177 billion, and 
Mr Clinton is prepared to cut 
taxes by $87 billion, but the 
two sides profoundly disagree 
on who the beneficiaries 
should be. The Republicans 
would now cut only $253 

billion from projected spend¬ 
ing on the Medicare and 
Medicaid health insurance 
programmes for the elderly 
and poor, far less than they 
originally proposed, while Mr 
Clmton would cut $183. but the 
President rejects deep struc¬ 
tural changes in the pro¬ 
grammes and the end of 
automatic entitlement to bene¬ 
fits. For good measure Mr 
Clinton vetoed on Tuesday 

OJ Simpson 
explains his 
innocence 

in $30 video 

First Lady faces fresh 
onslaught over lies’ 

By Martin Fletcher 

From Giles Whitteul 

IN LOS ANGELES 

O.J. SIMPSON is ready to 
put his side of his acquittal, 
but only to those prepared to 
spend $29.95 (£1950) on his 
2^-hour video. 

In a staged interview, the 
former American football star 
and sports commentator 
hopes to demolish the notion 
that his whereabouts were a 
mystery for 90 minutes during mystery tor 90 minutes during 
which his former wife, Nicole 
Brown Simpson, and her 
friend, Ronald Goldman, 
were murdered 18 months 
ago. In dips from tile video 
obtained by an American tele¬ 
vision programme; he claims 
that the lights were on in his 
house throughout this time, 
but that they could not be seen 
by a limousine driver who 
came to pick him up and 
claimed that the whole proper¬ 
ty was in darkness. 

The millions who followed 
Mr Simpson’s year-long mur¬ 
der trial will find such argu¬ 
ments hard to take unless they 
are among those who rejoiced 
at his acquittal. Neither he nor 
his lawyers claimed during 
the trial that lights were on at 
his house on the night of June 
12, 1994, nor did the defence 
offer a watertight alibi. 

OJ Simpson: The Video 
comes after mainstream news 
organisations _ rejected his 
terms for an interview. The 
video, which goes on sale this 
weekend, is also designed to 
raise money to fight his legal 
battle against the families of 
Brown Simpson and Gold¬ 
man, who have filed wrongful- 
death Haims against him. 

WHITE House officials were 
struggling to develop a dam¬ 
age-control strategy yesterday 
as the attacks on Hillary 
Clinton's veracity continued. 

Alfonse D'Amato, the Sen¬ 
ate Whitewater committee 
chairman, was holding a 
press conference last night to 
spell out why he believes the 
First Lady concealed her in¬ 
volvement with the corrupted 
bank at the heart of the 
Whitewater affair, and her 
central role in the unwarrant¬ 
ed 1993 dismissal of the seven- 
man White House travel 
office. 

Senator D’Amato's commit¬ 
tee will hear today sworn 
evidence from Richard Mas¬ 
sey. one of Mrs Clinton’S 
former Rose law firm col¬ 
leagues, who is expected to 
undermine further her claims 
to have had minimal involve¬ 
ment with the bank, Madison 
Guaranty. The First Lady has 
said it was Mr Massey, not 

she, who secured Madison as 
a client and did most of Rose's 
work for the bade. 

. A memo written by one of 
Mrs Clinton’s close friends 
during the 1992 campaign 
suggested that Mr Massey 
had agreed to go along with 
those statements, but he has 
allegedly now told investiga¬ 
tors they are not true. 

Meanwhile, an ABC News 
poll indicates that 50 per cent 
of - Americans no longer 
believe Mrs Clinton is telling 
the truth about Whitewater, 
and media criticism has 
spread to most mainstream 
newspapers. The Washington 
Post said: “The First Lady has 
some explaining to do". The 
New York Tunes bemoaned 
the Clintons’ endless 
“obfuscations". ■ 

Striking back, the Clintons' 
lawyers are suddenly appear¬ 
ing on television shows to 
condemn the attacks as a 
partisan witch hunt 

Woman in 
coma made 
pregnant 

Afrikaners to plead for their 
rights at rally in Pretoria 

From Ray Kennedy 

IN JOHANNESBURG 
From Quentin Letts 

IN NEW YORK 

A WOMAN who has been in a 
coma for 11 years has become 
pregnant and is expected to 
give-birth. The identity of the 
father is not known, but in a 
shocking case the woman's 
family alleges that she was 
assaulted while she lay. mo¬ 
tionless and speechless, in a 
New York nursing home. 

The unnamed 29-year-old. 
quadraplegic since a car crash 
in I9S5. was moved from the 
Westfall Health Care Centre 
in Rochester, New York, when 
she was discovered to be 
pregnant. She is now at a 
hospital where her family 
hopes the baby will be bom in 
April. 

The police have questioned 
employees, including John 
Horace, a nursing aide who 
left after being charged with 
assaulting a female resident. 

AFRIKANER rightwingers, 
who for months have been 
broodingfy quiet as South 
Africa’s transition to democra¬ 
cy has developed, are to try to 
make their voices heard again 
at a mass rally against what 
they describe as infringements 
of their basic rights. 

The rally, which is due to 
take place in Pretoria on 
Saturday, is being arranged 
by the Foundation for Equali¬ 
ty Before the Law. The organ¬ 
isation was formed last 
November by, among others. 
General Johan Van Der 
Merwe, the police chief during 
the final years of apartheid 
rule. 

The African National Con¬ 
gress has described it as an 
attempt to drag Afrikaners 
back "into the dark ages of 
apartheid" and the organisers 
as “a motley crew of ex- 
politicians and retired civil 

De Klerk: accused of 
initialing the protest 

servants who are unable to 
accept their loss of influence". 

The National Party yester¬ 
day strongly denied an ANC 
claim that the protest had been 
initiated by its leader. F. W. de 
Klerk, the Second Deputy 
President A spokesman said 
the ANC did not have the sole 
right to stage demonstrations 
and that if other sectors of 

society felt strongly about 
certain issues they should 
have the right to protest 
peacefully. 

Little has been heard for 
months of the neo-Nazi Afri¬ 
kaner Resistance Movement 
(AWB). but it is expected to 
make an effort on Saturday to 
regain some of its influence. 
Speakers from the Conserva¬ 
tive Party, which boycotted the 
country’s 1994 election, the 
Freedom Front and the Nat¬ 
ional Party will address the 
rally. 

The organisers also antici¬ 
pate that there will be a large 
contingent of disgruntled for¬ 
mer members of the defence 
force. They have urged people 
to turn up if they feel ag¬ 
grieved by the prosecution of 
former senior security offici¬ 
als. such as General Magnus 
Malan. the former Defence 
Minister, affirmative action 
and the treatment by Presi¬ 
dent Mandela’s Government 
of the Afrikaans language. 

Snowbound Americans ski to freedom on the Internet 
From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

CYBERSPACE, that final frontier of 
file computer-literate, came into its 
own this week with thousands of 
snowbound Americans surfing the 
Internet as a swift remedy for 
universal cabin fever. 

With a thin) of the United States 
still buried under record snowfalls, 
new flurries in Washington and 
New York yesterday and further 
buzzards expected in New England 
this weekend, many on the East 
Coast gave up all hope of returning 
to work, instead uploading 

spreadsheets and e-mail on termi¬ 
nals at home. 

The Blizzard of ■%, one of Ameri¬ 
ca’s worst storms this century, may 
have left the country paralysed and 
airports and cities digging them¬ 
selves out of snowdrifts, but it has 
offered the first real emergency test 
for the high-tech world of on-ttne. 

A1 though detailed weather re¬ 
ports have been popular, sledging in 
cyberspace for information about 
dosed schools and air terminals, 
blocked roads and the arrival of 
snowploughs has proved a less than 
amusing experience for many who 
have retied on the traditional chan¬ 

nels of newspapers, television and 
radio. 

Instead, it seems, laptops are 
being used to relieve the relentless 
boredom of millions confined to the 
four square walls of their homes 
from Alabama to Maine. America 
on line; the largest service in the 
country, said yesterday that usage 
was up 60 per cent Special chat 
lines named Cabin Fever or Snowed 
In were jammed with people flirting 
and joking. If not always stimulat¬ 
ing, the repartee was nonetheless 
constant “I need a sled," wrote one 
in Snowed In. “1 need a flame¬ 
thrower," came the response. “I 

need a drink," chimed in another. 
“People who never had computers 
before are getting on line," William 
Giles, a spokesman for Compu¬ 
Serve, said. “The snowstorm is 
giving them time to play." 

It also offered many the opportu¬ 
nity to work from home. Sherrie 
Connelly, president of the Strategy 
Foundation, a Washington-based 
management consultancy, was help¬ 
ing to run a conference in PennsyF 
vania, one of the worst hit states, 
when the storm first struck. 

Fortunate enough to return home 
before becoming snowbound, Mrs 
Connelly has used the Internet to 

stay in touch with others who left the 
conference and several other dele¬ 
gates still stranded in Philadelphia. 

With newspaper deliveries con¬ 
fined to only the largest organ¬ 
isations on already ploughed main 
roads, on-line services for larger 
publications yesterday reported a 
big upsurge in users. The Philadel¬ 
phia Inquirer, unable to distribute 
its editions for the first time in its 
166-year histoiy at the height of the 
blizzard, has had 152,000 on-line 
subscribers in the past two days, 
more than double its normal output. 
Digital Ink. the Washington Post 
service, also had large increases. 

Rifkind 
gives full 
backing 
to Patten 

Peking; Malcolm Rifkind yes 
terday asked China to resumi 
dialogue with Chris Patten 
the Governor of Hong Kong 
in the final 18 months □ 
British rule in the terrftorj 
(James Pringle writes). 

“It is highly desirable for the 
British and Chinese sides tc 
have a foil dialogue incorpo 
rating those who have ar 
important role to play." saic 
the Foreign Secretary. 

He said he had also presses 
China on alleged abuses ir 
Chinese orphanages and tht 
jailing of tire dissident. We 
Jingsheng. Claims that Mi 
Rifkind had “blundered" dur¬ 
ing talks with his Chinese 
counterpart, Qian Qichen. 
were denied by Hong Kong 
officials yesterday. “We pm nc 
credence on the story." 

Britons feared 
kidnapped 

night a Republican BiU that 
would have comprehensively 
reformed the welfare system 
tty giving the states block 
grants, letting them fashion 
their own programmes, and 
limiting how long people can 
stay on welfare. 

Mr Clinton said the Repub¬ 
lican legislation would hurt 
children and offered too little 
help putting recipients back to 
work. 

Jakarta: Reports that 14 
people, four of them British 
have been kidnapped in Bal 
iem Valley, in Indonesia's 
easternmost province of friar 
Jaya. are to be investigated by 
British Embassy officials. 
Sources said the captured 
group was working for the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
and may also include two 
Dutch and a German. (APF) 

Tokyo minister 
Tokyo: Ryuiaro Hashimoto. 
the conservative Japanese 
Prime Minister-designate, has 
named Wataru Kubo, 66, sec¬ 
retary-general of the Socialist 
Party, as Finance Minister, 
media reports said. (Reuter) 

Poisoners killed 
Peking: A mother and son 
have been executed for killing 
IS people and making 160 ill in 
% mass poisoning in southern 
China. The woman said spir¬ 
its had driven her to rid the 
world of bad people. (Reuter) 

Brando paroled 
Los Angeles: Marlon Bran¬ 
do's son was paroled after 
serving almost five years for 
manslaughter, prison officials 
said. Christian Brando shot 
his sister’s boyfriend at their 
father’s home. (Reuter) 

Crash arrests 
Kinshasa: Three Russian 
crew members of a cargo 
plane which ploughed into a 
Zairean market were arrested 
as aid workers put the death 
toll at over 350. The flight 
recorder was found. (Reuter) 

Korea arrests 
Seoul: Two confidants of 
Chun Doo-hwan. South Ko¬ 
rea's former President, were 
arrested on charges of collect¬ 
ing slush money from firms. 
Mr Chun is in jail on charges 
relating to a 1979 coup. (AFP) 

Tourist deaths 
Guatemala City: Ann Ahem, 
a British tourist, and an 
American woman friend have 
been shot dead at Lake Amlin 
40 miles from here, police 
said. Both had been living in 
Alaska. (AP) 

Winner takes all 
Bonn: Walter Thiele, 75, a 
German millionaire, has ad¬ 
vertised for a man to look after 
his “young and beautiful" 
wife, 29, and his fortune when 
he dies. He has had hundreds 
of replies. (Reuter) 
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Concluding our series: The truth about male and female menopause.. 
■ Does the male menopause really east? 
Jeremy Laurance finds that men too can suffer 
from hormonal changes — and it can be treated 

■ Hormone replacement therapy brings relief 
from the classic short-term symptoms of female 
menopause, but how safe is it in the long term? 

■ Rita Carter assesses the effectiveness of 
remedies for male baldness 

■ Opposite, Leslie Kenton on how water can 
heighten your energy and improve your skin 

■ Simple breathing techniques can improve 
your mood, increase your resistance to illness 
and help you to sleep 

■ Daniel Johnson discovers that writers 
have always been obsessed with ageing 

Ageless ageing knage © UFE MAGAZINE/BOBBY NOEL-ADAMS 

MALE MENOPAUSE Sometimes it's the 
mood that slips first, 
sometimes the perfor¬ 
mance. There may be 

a growing tetchiness, an air of 
gloom, an unfamiliar brittle¬ 
ness. Or there may be the 
dreaded limp, as one sufferer 
put h, a state of permanent 
detumescence that casts a long 
shadow over a man’s midlife. 

i ne mate anorqpause — so- 
called to distinguish it from 
the female menopause — is 
said to be responsible. Until 
recently, the notion of a male 
pause of any kind drew ill- 
concealed contempt from the 
medical establishment. But 
gradually the idea that men 
undergo hormonal changes in 
parallel with women has 
gained wider acceptance. 

Next year, a version of 
hormone replacement therapy 
for men wfll be available on 
prescription in Britain. The 
Androderm patch, which will 
deliver a measured dose of sex 
hormone testosterone through 
the skin, is already licensed in 
the United Stales. 

However, specialists are 
concerned that fashion, not 
dinical need may drive de¬ 
mand. Men with dead-end 
jobs or dull marriages may 
seek release from humdrum 
lives through a treatment al¬ 
ready described as an elixir of 
youth. The women who have 
to live with newly libidinous 
partners may see it differently. 

Dr Malcolm Camrthers. the 
Harley Street specialist who 
has long championed the no¬ 
tion of a male menopause — 
though he favours the less 
wimpish term “viropause" — 
has treated more man 1.000 
men over the past eight years. 
"It is not just a matter of 
boosting sexual desire. There 
is a loss of drive in the 
bedroom and the boardroom, 
with growing fatigue and irri¬ 
tability that makes men diffi¬ 
cult to five with. It is as if they 
have run out of steam." . 

The male menopause is 
gradual and only has serious 
effects — causing the bone 
thinning disease osteoporosis, 
for example — in some men 
over 50. Two processes appear 
to be at work. There is a 
natural decline in testosterone 
levels and a reduced sensitiv¬ 
ity to the hormone, which is 
produced in the testicles. At 
the same time there is a 
decline in die mildly adrogenic 
hormones secreted by the ad¬ 

renal glands, sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as the adrenopause. 

Replaring the lost hormones 
with pills or skin patdxes has 
been shown to bring physical 
and psychological benefits and 
improve general well being in 
carefully selected patients. But 
indiscriminate prescribing 
can be dangerous. 

Professor John Grimley Ev¬ 
ans, professor of dinical 
geratology at the University of 
Oxford, says: There is growl¬ 
ing interest in whether aspects 
of the ageing process might be 
treated by hormonal means. 
But one doesn't lightly rush in 
to give testosterone. It can- 
produce unwanted effects such 
as increased aggression and 
excessive libido." 

There are fears that boost- 

eMen with dead¬ 
end jobs or dull 
marriages may 

seek release from 
humdrum lives 

through an elixir 

of youth’ 

ing testosterone levels may 
increase the risk of heart 
attacks and prostate cancer. 
Nor should ordinary men 
expect a capsule of hormone to 
transform them into spectacu¬ 
lar lovers. It cannot turn 
wimps into warriors. 

Professor Grimley Evans 
says that people should be 
aware that the menopause is 
coming. "It is a potentially 
dangerous time. It is very sad 
when you see men letting 
themselves go to pot, putting 
an weight and hitting die 
bottle." 

Many specialists worry that 
aid age may be treated as if it 
were a testosterone deficiency 
— a condition cured with a 
battle of potion. Some men, 
like same women, view the 
change of life as a relief from 
sexual pressure. As a wise 
physician mice put it: Three 
things are necessary for a 
happy old age: a set of com¬ 
fortable false teeth, a pood 
pipe and a total lack of libido." 

Run out of steam? 
Get a change of life 

FEMALE MENOPAUSE 

JEREMY Laurance The medical establishment now accepts that men. like women, undergo a menopause. HRT for men is on the way 

It was “intellectual de¬ 
cay" that tipped the 
balance for Dr Miriam 
Stoppard, the television 

presenter and author. "In the 
middle of a sentence I would 
suddenly fall into a black hole, 
not bring able to get out the 
nod word. It was an early sign 
of the menopause, so started 
taking hormone replacement 
therapy immediately. Wi thin a 
week I was back to normal.” 
For Claire Rayner, the agony 
aunt and author, it was meno¬ 
pausal hot flushes that were 
“driving me potty”. HRT put 
an immediate stop to them. 

The MP Teresa Gorman 
and die novelist Fay Weldon 
are also advocates of HRT. 

With such testimony, it is 
not surprising that one in five 
postmenopausal women are 
taking HRT and that one in 
three are predicted to be on it 
by the year 2000. Actress Kate 
O’Maia describes HRT as 
“the last frontier to the emanci¬ 
pation of women" But how 
safe is it? 

The jury is still out, accord¬ 
ing to Dr Madge Vickers, who 
is about to start the largest 
trial of HRT in the world, 
recruiting 36,000 women to 
her study. 

There is little doubt among 
doctors that HRT brings relief 
from the .classic short-term 
symptoms of the menopause 
— hot flushes, night sweats 
and vaginal dryness. But it is 
the long-term effects — when 
HRT is taken for five to ten 
yean — that views diverge. 

HRT is credited with halv¬ 
ing the risk of. heart disease 
but raising the risk vf breast 
cancer. It is valuable as a 
defence against the bane-thin¬ 
ning disease, osteoporosis. But 
fears that it could increase the 
likelihood/of endometrial can¬ 
cer have now receded. 

Most HRT studies involve 
only small numbers of 
women. One of the latest, 
published in the US journal 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
suggests that it cuts the death 
rate by half, mainly by reduc¬ 
ing the risk of heart disease. 

Fbars about a link between 
breast cancer and HRT. which 
first surfaced five years ago 
and then receded, were re¬ 
awakened last year by a study 
in the New England Journal 
of Medicine. It Slowed a -10-50 
per cent increase in breast 
cancer in women who had 
taken HRT over the long term. 

Teresa Gorman: takes HRT 

‘In the short 

term HRT will 
bring benefits, 

but in the 

long term there 
is a risk of 

breast cancer’ 

for at least five years. Dr 
Vickers says: “People now feel 
there may be an increased risk 
of breast cancer with every 
extra year of use.” 

The difficulty fin1 doctors 
advising women is that most 
research evidence is based on 
the old oestrogen-only prepa¬ 
rations. When the increase in 
endometrial cancer was noted, 
combined preparations, which 
included progestogen, were 
introduced, which have large¬ 
ly eliminated this risk. Whatis 
not known is the effect of 
progestogen on heart disease. 

Dr Vidarrs says the question 
of whether to take HRT is one 
each woman must weigh up 
for herself, in consultation 
with her doctor. There is little 
doubt treatment will bring 
benefits in the short term. In 
the long term, she will derive 
some benefit in terms of a 
lower risk of heart disease and 
stroke, but that may be at the 
cost of an increased risk of 
breast cancer. The question is 
how importantly that figures 
in her mind." 

Jeremy Laurance 

Keep your hair on, naturally 
Men have been seek¬ 

ing a cure for bald¬ 
ness for more than 

5,000 years but it is only now 
that titty have come up with 
remedies — other than wigs 
and hair weaving — that have 
any measurable effect Sur¬ 
prisingly. given the demand 
for a baldness cure, all the 
current and emerging treat¬ 
ments were originally devel¬ 
oped for other conditions. 
Their effect on hair was a 
chance discovery. 

Male pattern baldness is 
hereditary and affects nearly 
all men sooner or later. It is 
caused by the effect on the hair 
follicles of a substance called 
dOiydrotestosterane (DHT) — 
a lty-product of the male sex 
hormone testosterone. As men 
get older, more testosterone is 
converted into DHT and this 
causes their hair to recede 
from the temples, or to fall cart 
on the crown. 

REMEDIES FOR BALDNESS 

Elton John: fully covered 

A group of drugs called 
alpha reductase inhibitors 
stop testosterone bring con- 
vetted into DHT. These drugs 
were developed to prevent 
prostate enlargement, but in 
the course of trials it became 
apparent that they had an 
effect on hair loss, too. The 
best known drug of this type is 
Proscar. It is available only on 

prescription, and it is not yet 
licensed for use for baldness— 
though some hair dirties al¬ 
ready prescribe iL 

At the moment the only 
drug which is licensed tor 
male pattern baldness is 
Minoxidil — sold as a lotion 
called Regaine. Minoxidil was 
originally developed as a 
blood pressure controller and. 
as with Proscar, its effect on 
hair regrowth only came to 
light by accident. 

Minoxidil does not work for 
everyone — about one in three 
men get some hair regrowth 
and one in ten get really good 
results. The new hair, howev¬ 
er. tends to be rather fluffy, 
and if you stop using the lotion 
the regruwth disappears. Best 
results seem to come from 
starting as soon as the bald 
patch appears. Regaine costs 

about £25 for a month's sup¬ 
ply, and. as you need to use it 
permanently, the cost of keep¬ 
ing your hair on is £300 a year. 
Possible side-effects include 
low blood pressure. 

Minoxidil may work better 
in conjunction with Retinoic 
arid — a vitamin A derivative 
related to Retin-A, the anti¬ 
wrinkle cream. On its own 
Retinoic arid has only a slight 
stimulant effect on thinning 
hair, but used with Minoxidil 
it has been shown to increase 
regrowth by up to 30 per cent 

Retinoic arid is usually used to 
treat acne, and is not licensed 
for use in baldness. It can have 
a voy irritant effect on the 
skin so it is important to get it 
prescribed through a qualified 
dermatologist 

If you prefer to try a “natu¬ 
ral" cure — ginseng, sesame 1 
seeds. Royal Jelly and the 
traditional Chinese medicinal 
herb ban lion coo (Edipta 
prostrata) are all reputed to 
help hair to regrow. Alterna¬ 
tively, you can get new hair 
woven in, transplanted or, of 
course, off the shelf. 

Rita Carter 

Save money on your 
home insurance and spend 
a little extra on your home. 

The best pills to take 

Y 
EAGLE STAR 
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THOSE who are dedicated 
to health and longevity may 
be taking up to 40 supple¬ 
ments every day. But pill¬ 
popping on this scale is ill- 
advised unless you are an 
expert. It could damage your 
health and your wallet. 

Rather than taking each 
supplement separately, go 
for a combined product de¬ 
signed to meet your require¬ 
ments. Health stores now 
stock a number of anti- 
ageing formulations, plus 
“niche" products for post¬ 
menopausal women, male 
sports enthusiasts and so on. 

Alternatively, opt for a 
basic combined vitamin and 
mineral pill, then top it up 
with one or two supplements 
specifically for your health 
risk or problem. Take your 

SUPPLEMENTS 

time choosing the basic 
product and read the labels 
carefully. Most will give the 
amount of each ingredient 
plus the percentage that it 
represents of the recom¬ 
mended daily allowance 
(where there is one). Gofer 
those which give the nearest 
to LOO per cent Tty to have a 
look at the tablets before you 
buy them. Some are the sire 
of horse pills and smell like a 
brewery drain, and there is 
no point in investing in 
something you can’t 
swallow. 

Those who need to top up 
with supplemoits may. for 
example, be overweight 
middle-aged men who 

should add a fish oil supple¬ 
ment (up to IJZOOmg per day) 
and garlic (l.OOOmcg)' to 
protect against heart dis¬ 
ease. Those who fear they 
are slowing down mentally 
may be helped by thiamine 
(lOOmcg) and boron 
(500mg). Zinc (25mg) can 
offset the effects of alcohol. 
Post-menopausal women 
and those who are fair and 
frail (the main risk factors 
for osteoporosis) need extra 
calcium — aim for a total 
intake of 1200mg each day. 
Pre-menopausal women 
may need extra iron. 

For more details about 
supplements, contact the In¬ 
stitute for Optimum Nutri¬ 
tion (0181-877 9993) 

Rita Carter 
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...and how water and breathing exercises can keep you feeling young 
THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER 

RETNA 

At the core of a lifts 
style for ageless age¬ 
ing is pure water — 
lots of it. Water is the 

most important nutrient of all 
It is the stuff from which your 
blood, your cells, your nuis- 
des. even your bones, are 
mostly made. 

Let yourself become dehy¬ 
drated and the chemical reac¬ 
tions in the cdis involved in 
fat-burning become sluggish. 
Not only that, but your cells 
cannot build new tissue effi¬ 
ciently. toxic products build 
op in your blood stream and 
your blood volume decreases 
so that you have less oxygen 
and nutrients transported to 
your cells. 

Dehydration also results in 
your feeling weak and tired 
and can lead to overeating as 
it disturbs appetite mecha¬ 
nisms so that you think you 
are hungry when you are not 

Yet few of us drink as much 
water as we need to remain in 
top form. On average, in a 
temperate climate, when not 
sweating from exertion or 
heat we need about six pints a 
day for optimal health. Few of 
us consume as much as two. 
How thirsty you are is not a 

how reliable indication of 
much water you need. 

Provided you do not suffer 
from a kidney or liver disease, 
drinking eight big glasses of 
watera day not only helps you 
to lose weight and keep it off, 
but it improves the function¬ 
ing of your body. 

It takes a bit of practice at 
first to make sure you gel your 
water quota each day. but 
soon ft will become second 
nature. Start by drinking two 
glasses of water first thing in 
the morning, either neat or 
with a twist of lemon or lime. 
Yon can beat the water if you 
like. This helps with 
elimination. 

Then drink two or three 
glasses between breakfast and 
lunch, and another two or 
three between lunch and din¬ 
ner. When you exercise, or 
when it is hot. drink more. 

Getting the water habit vriO 
quench your appetite, im¬ 
prove your body’s ability to 
eliminate wastes, heighten 
your energy levels, improve 
the look of your skin »nd help 
your metabolic processes to 
function at peak. 

Leslie Kenton 

Obsessed with 
growing older? 
You are in good 

company 
WRITERS AND AGEING 

THE DAYS of our years are 
three score years and ten, says 
the Psalmist But the writer 
hopes to use that brief span in 
order to live for ever. Hence 
the thought of advancing age 
always creates a tension in the 
literary mind. Shakespeare’s 
dark awareness that ’Time 
doth transfix the flourish set 
on youth, and delves the 
parallels in beauty's brow" is 
suffused with the dim aurora 
of Wordsworth’s “intimations 
of immortality". 

Young writers can afford to 
ignore the process of ageing, 
and like Keats prefer to be 
“lialf in love with easeful 
Death" — which sounds more 
romantic and is not yet real. 
They are in a hurry, and dread 
wasting glorious youth: “In 
headaches and in worry / 
Vaguely life leaks away," 
wrote the young Auden, and 
his sense of urgency is shared 
by most poets and novelists in 
their twenties. 

The fact that some really do 
die young only reinforces the 
notion that death is preferable 
to decrepitude, and dial age¬ 
ing can somehow be put off 
for ever. Rupert Brooke 
praised the young soldiers 
who sacrificed on the battle¬ 
field "that unhoped serene. / 
That men call age". John 
Lennon, the Sixties equivalent 
to the Avar poets, sang that “life 
is what happens to you when 
you're busy making other 
plans”. 

The assumption of the 
twenty somethings that noth¬ 
ing could be worse 
titan old age is not 
necessarily shared 
by the aged them¬ 
selves. Cicero 
thought serenity 
was not to be 
sneezed at. while 
Yeats mused on his 
Nobel Prize medal, 
which bore the im¬ 
age of a youth lis¬ 
tening to a beauti¬ 
ful Muse: “I was 
good-looking once 
like that young 
man. but my verse was full of 
infirmity, my Muse old as it 
were: and now I am old and 
rheumatic, and nothing to 
look at, but my Muse is 
young." Dr Johnson, though, 
"was m no doubt that it was 
better to be young and frivo¬ 
lous: “If I had no duties, and 
no reference to futurity, I 
would spend my life driving 
briskly in a post-chaise with a 
pretty woman." 

It is really only in their late 
thirties that most writers start 
to worry about the future. 
Perhaps the two greatest med¬ 
itations on ageing in English. 
Sir Thomas Browne’s Religio 
Medici and Robert Burtari* 
Anatomy of Melancholy, were 
written hot by old fogies but by 
men in the prune of life. 

Some thirtysomethings take 
refuge in escapism: Housman 
dreams of his Shropshire lads 
“that will die in their glory and 
never be old”, and Gray 
recalls that “the paths of-gtory 
lead but to the grave". When 
Byron wrote some verses on 
the eve of his 57th birthday, he 
struck a lachrymose note: “My 
days are in the yellow leaf; / 
The flowers and fruits of love 
are gone; / The worm, the 
canker, and the grief / Are 
imine alone!” 

For Cyril Connolly, ir was 
fatherhood that made him fed 
his age (he was only 35): 
'There is no more sombre 

Writers 

have the 

power to 

spin their 

grey hairs 

into gold 

Rupert Brooke praised the 
young soldiere of Flanders 

enemy of promise than the 
pram in the hall." 

But it is also the onset of 
middle age which awakens an 
appreciation of maturity, and 
especially the attractiveness of 
the mature woman. Shake¬ 
speare wrote the noblest pae¬ 
an of all to her in Antony and 
Cleopatra: “Age cannot with¬ 
er her, nor custom stale her 
infinite variety." There is no 
better female part in all Shake¬ 
speare, yet Cleopatra is almost 
*10 by the time die play begins. 

Ln what stark contrast to the 
maudlin self-pity of men, 
though, are the calm reactions 
of die classical women writers 

to ageing- As Ches¬ 
terton said, the 
novel of die 19th 
century was fe¬ 
male, and the 
greatest female 
novelists did not 
begin until they 
were past the first 
flush of youth: Jane 
Austen and George 
Eliot. They both 
contemplate the 
onset of middle age 
with equanimity. 

” While they ac¬ 
knowledge die crucial impor¬ 
tance of age in any social 
situation, they treat it as a fact 
to be reckoned with rather 
than as a misfortune. 

Growing older ought to 
teach writers, like anybody 
else, to appreciate their 
elders.TVhen I Avas a boy of 14 
my father was so ignorant I 
could hardly stand to have the 
old man around," wrote Mark 
Twain. “But when I got to be 
21. I was astonished at how 
much he had learned in seven 
years." 

But. more than any other 
profession, writers have it in 
their power to keep spinning 
their grey hairs into gold. 
Shaw, who lived and wrote 
into his nineties, is supposed 
to have said of youth: “Far too 
good to waste on children." 

Daniel Johnson 

Your chance to 
enjoy a free day at 
a health club and 
to enter our prize 

draw to win a 
year’s free club 

membership 
Page 38 

We should drink six pints of a water a day to stay in top form (most of us consume less than two). Water helps to eliminate waste, raises energy levels and improves the look of skin 

Chinese medicine has a 
long tradition of natu¬ 
ral "ageless ageing”, 

much of which centres on die 
use of the breath. This is 
something to which we give 
little attention in the West, It is 
strange to think that specific 
breathing techniques are ig¬ 
nored, given that the body’s 
use of oxygen is the central de¬ 
terminant of the rate at which 
we age. 

One of the reasons regular 
aerobic exercise is so beneficial 
in slowing the rate at which 
you age and at warding off 
degenerative diseases is that it 
improves your use of oxygen. 
So can learning to breathe 
folly. It can also improve your 
mood, increase your resis¬ 
tance to colds and illness, and 
improve your sleeping. 

Full breathing is also an 
important tool for encour¬ 
aging waste elimination — a 
kind of spring-cleaning pro¬ 
cess that can go on all year 

All we need is the 
air that we breathe 

BREATHING EXERCISES TO KEEP YOUNG 

round, every day of your life. 
Few people breathe fully. 

Meet of us, particularly in 
sedentary jobs, breathe high— 
that is. we breathe quickly and 
in a shallow way. concentrat¬ 
ing the inhalations in the 
upper chest area, which is die 
pan of the lungs that holds the 
smallest quantity of air. 

Not only does this kind of 
breathing inhibit oxygen in¬ 
take, it can also encourage the 
lungs to atrophy and to lose 
their elasticity — a common 
occurrence as people get older. 

Other people, who allow the 
air to flow deeper into their 
lungs, are mid-breathers. But 
to make the best use of oxygen 
for ageless ageing, it is impor¬ 
tant to develop the habit of 
taking total breaths so that 
they become a normal way of 
breathing. 

In breathing totally, all of 
your breathing apparatus 
comes into play. The intercos¬ 
tal muscles expand the ribs 
outward to create a large space 
in which your lungs can in¬ 
flate to their maximum. The 

diaphragm moves down, pull¬ 
ing the lower ribs outward, 
which lets even the very bot¬ 
tom of your lungs fill com¬ 
pletely with air. 

Practise it lying down for 
five minutes a couple of times 
a day — perhaps on awak- 
ening or just before going to 
sleep — and gradually it will 
become an automatic way of 
breathing. Nor only will this 
help Avith ageless ageing, it 
will also help to improve your 
resistance to fatigue and the 
glow of your skin. It Avill also 

have some effect in protecting 
you from minor illness. 

Here is the technique: 
• Lying flat on your back with 
a small pillow beneath your 
neck, place one hand on your 
abdomen and rest _ 
the other on one 
side of your rib¬ 
cage. Inhale slowly 
through your nose, 
imagining you are 
sending your 
breath to a place 
about two inches 
below your navel. 
• As die in-breath 
continues, let it fill 
your stomach. 
Then expand your 
ribcage to the side, 
as well as the 
mid-section of your chest. 
• Now let the fresh breath fill 
the upper part of your chest 
area. The whole process of 
inhalation should take about 
five seconds. 
• Hold your breath for an- 

This 

will help 

to improve 

the glow 

ofyour 

skin 

other five seconds to begin 
with, then gradually increase 
the time. 
• Now exhale, following die 
same gradual process: first, 
contract your lower abdomen 

gently, then Jet the 
lower lungs de¬ 
flate. followed by 
the upper chest. 
This process 
should also take no 
more than five sec¬ 
onds to complete. 
• But note, it is 
important, before 
beginning the cycle 
again, to rest for a 
second or two. 
□ Taken from The 
New Ageless Age- 
ing: The Natural 

Way to Slay Young, by Leslie 
Kenton, published by Vermil¬ 
ion. an imprint of Ebury 
Press. £7.99. 
© Leslie Kenton 1995 
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□ How doctors make certain that a patient is dead □ Improved steroid treatment for eczema □ The mystery of restless leg syndrome 

THE CASE of Mrs Daphne 
Banks, who was found to be alive 
just as she was about to be slotted 
into, one erf the freezing compart- 
mqtts in the local mortuary, has 
unfortunately given credence to a 
pontmon phobia. Many patients 
rave the unnecessary fear that 
njQr might be buried alive, later to 
wake in their coffins only able to 
hammer in vain on the lid. 

It is not unknown for patients to 
a*k their doctors to make certain 
that they are dead by cutting their 
arteries before they are buried. I 
recently met somebody who had 
made just such a request more 
Jan 30 years ago. In his case foe 
rear had been engendered in 1957 
py wide publicity given to an 
incident in which a 78year-old 
woman had been in her coffin for 
eight hours, but was only noticed 
to be alive as foe pathologist was 
about to begin a post mortem. 

The diagnosis of death is usually 
straightforward. Hie death is ex¬ 
pected and the end follows a 
familiar pattern as life ebbs away. 
No pulse-can be felt, the heart 
cannot be heard, the pupQs of foe 
eyes dilate and fell to react to light, 
and, if foe surface of the eye is 
toadied, there is no blink re¬ 
sponse. If there is any doubt, the 
doctor usually listens for foe 
heartbeat for four or five minutes 

Diagnoses 
of death 

until convinced that it [j=== 
has stopped. 

The days when a 
mirror or feather was 
held in front of foe 
mouth are gone. The 
fear of making; a mis¬ 
take is not mat the 
patient might, Lazar 
rus-Iike, arise from 
the dead in the grave- MEI 
yard, but that some- rrti 
body who might have 
been resuscitated - 
could be allowed to' TYrT 
drift from uncon- *zl k‘ 
sdousness to an un- Stlltl 
necessary death. - 

I was called to a 
house once to see 9. young man 
who had been stung by a bee, had 

MEDICAL 
BRIEFING 
-f—. 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 

~ fences foe sheet 
moved. The patient 
had suffered tran¬ 
sient renal failure, 
and made a full 
recovery. 

Diagnosing death 
can be difficult A 
former policeman 
told me that when he 

CAL was in the force he 
mp was taught that he 
A X'jr should only venture 
------ an opinion in the case 

mas ■ 1 "T’S.J'SS - j when foe victim had 
LOrd been decapitated, oth- 

erwise it should be 
left to the doctor. 

Mistakes tend to be made in noisy 
surroundings where a heartbeat 

collapsed and apparently died. A I can be drowned by street noises, 
retired nurse confirmed death, but 
fortunately [ went immediately to 
examine foe body and arrange for 
the coroner to be notified. Even as 
I started to mumble my condo- 

and the pulse may be hard to fed 
because of shock following blood 
loss. Intoxication with alcohol and 
drug overdosage, may mimic 
death, particularly if the patient is 

also exposed to cold. Hypothermia 
from any cause, including near 
drowning, can be misleading as 
can unconsciousness after an elec¬ 
tric shock. 

Many years ago an elderly 
woman patient of mine was so 
obsessed about the cost of heating 
that she kept her home fireezingly 
cold. One winter's day I received a 
call from foe ambulance controller 
to say she had been found dead on 
die floor of her cottage. It was too 
lade to divert foe ambulance to foe 
casualty department, so I went to 
visit her in the mortuary, and 
noticed that she still had a heart¬ 
beat It was a classic case of a 
patient unconscious through hy¬ 
pothermia, being presumed dead. 

In casually the resuscitation 
team set to work, foe patient was 
attached to a mass of wires and 
tubes. Soon the aged, cynical but 
very experienced and competent 
surgeon who was in charge of the 
hospitals emergency services, 
came to see her. It was explained 
that she had been taken, as dead, 
to the mortuary but was now alive 
and in his care. He examined her 
carefully, gave his opinion that she 
would have suffered irretrievable 
brain damage, and switched off 
the machinery, which by now was 
keeping her alive, saying: “And 
now she is dead again.” 

Skin creams 
up to scratch 

THE Betnovate 
steroid creams 
and ointments 
have been an es¬ 
sential part of 
medical practice 
for nearly a gener¬ 
ation. Last year 

Glaxo introduced Cutivate cream 
which is, as it were. Befoovate' 
mark two. This month the manu¬ 
facturers have extended the range 
by releasing Cutivate ointment for 
treatment of dry. scaly eczema in 
which some moisturisation of the 
skin would be usefuL 

Cutivate does not have to be 
applied quite as often as Bet¬ 
novate; only once a day if the 
cream is used, twice a day for the 
.ointment In general, creams are 
recommended in the treatment of 
weeping, moist skin conditions, 
and ointments for those lesions 
which are dry and scaly, or if foe 
area is to be covered. 

Cutivate is as potent as Bet¬ 
novate but is less likely to cause 
any side-effects if it is absorbed. It 
is recommended for use in cases of 
eczema and dermatitis but, like 
Betnovate. should not be pre¬ 

scribed for acne rosacea, peri-oral 
dermatitis or viral skin diseases 
such as shingles or herpes. Nor 
should it be used where bacterial 
or frmgil infection is present or 
when the skin trouble is in an area 
prone to infection. Betnovate 
combined with an appropriate 
fungicide or antibiotic is available 
for treating those pans of the body 
that might harbour organisms. 

Potent steroid creams should be 
applied for only a few days at a 
time to the face because the fine 
skin there may atrophy and devel¬ 
op skin lesions as unsightly as 
those the cream was designed to 
treat 

Shaken and 
then stirred 

THE restless leg 
syndrome is one of 
the unsolved mys¬ 
teries of medicine. 
A 425-page trea¬ 
tise. Akathisia 
and Restless Legs 
by Perminder 

Sachdev, recently published by 
Cambridge University Press con¬ 
tains no explanation for the syn¬ 
drome when its origins are 
apparently spontaneous and not 

an accepted side-effect of a drug. 
But some people do suffer such 
discomfort in their legs that they 
are unable to keep them still, and 
endure, together with their part¬ 
ner, restless and disturbed nights. 

Their symptoms, can occur at 
any time of the day but tend to 
arise after they go to bed and are 
normally of an aching nature, 
although some patients complain 
of burning sensations and irrita¬ 
tion. Whatever the nature of the 
trouble, the resulting irresistible 
urge to move the legs inevitably 
causes insomnia, which, the fol¬ 
lowing day leads to tiredness, 
irritability and a poor work perfor¬ 
mance. 

Some surveys have suggested 
that more than 10 per can of foe 
population demonstrate some de¬ 
gree of leg restlessness; it is 
slightly more common in women 

. than men. Rheumatoid arthritis, 
excessive coffee drinking and 
pregnancy are all known to make 
foe condition worse. It is claimed 
that various drugs, including the 
calcium antagonists such as 
Adalat (nifedipine) provide some 
relief. 

Levodopa, the drug used to treat 
Parkinson’S disease, is also pre¬ 
scribed by some doctors but its 
side-effects can be worse than foe 
disease. 

The cooking fat that 
bypasses the hips 

A fter 25 years of 
research, a food 
company believes it 
has found the perfect 
butter substitute, 
says Nigel Hawkes 

A FAT that tastes like fat but doesn't 
leave its traces on the hips or on the 
heart sounds like a dream. But Procter 
& Gamble'S Olestra. now nearing foe 
market after a gestation of almost 25 
years, raises mixed feelings among 
food scientists. 

Unlike some far substitutes that are 
based on carbohydrates or proteins, 
Olestra is a fat That means its taste 
and “mouth-feel" are the same as a 
regular fat, but ft carries zero calories, 
and is not absorbed by the body. 

Normal dietary fats are mostly 
triglycerides — three fatty acids linked 
to glycerol. The molecule of Olestra is 
bigger, consisting of either six or eight 
fatty adds linked to a sugar molecule, 
and resists digestion by foe enzymes in 
the stomach. That means that Olestra 
passes through unchanged, with no 
chance to dog foe arteries. 

Better still, says P&G. it can be used 
for deep-frying, producing potato 
crisps as good as traditional ones. 
Those who have tasted Olestra-fried 
crisps agree that they are good, though 
there is a slight aftertaste. 

The effect of frying in Olestra is to 
reduce the calorie count of an ounce of 
crisps from 150 to 60. A slice of pie in 
Olestra pastry would come down from 
405 calories to 250, while a helping of 
chocolate cake would go down from 
230 calories to 160, This could help 
slimmers, but there are caveats. 
Wouldn’t they simply satisfy a fat 
craving by eating other things? 

• Olestra’s opponents in America, 
orchestrated by Ralph Nader's Centre 
for Science in foe Public Interest 
(CPS I). have focused attention below 
foe belt Because the molecules of 
Olestra move unchanged through the 
stomach, they can act as solvents, rem¬ 
oving other nutrients from the body. 

Vitamins A, D, E and K and beta- 
carotene are all fat-soluble, and trials 
have shown that they can be stripped 
from the body by eating Olestra. P&G 
says that ft has solved mis problem by 
adding extra vitamins to Olestra-based 
foods, saturating the molecule's appe¬ 
tite so that it no longer absorbs 
additional vitamins. But they have not 
done the same with carotenoids. 

A second problem is that Olestra- 
based foods can cause laxative effects 
or even, in the killer phrase latched on 
to by CSPI. “anal leakage". This has 
been cured for almost all consumers by 
tinkering with the molecular structure 
to make foe product more viscous. But 
how many people will be willing to 
take even foe smallest chance of 
embarrassing accidents? 

At the hearings before the US Food 
and Drug Administration, CSPi’s exec¬ 
utive director, Michael Jacobson, 
painted a ghastly picture of a young 
athlete subjected to taunts in the 
locker-room as a result of stains on his 
boxer shorts. This is not especially 
tasteful stuff, but when Mr Nader's 
raiders identify an issue, they fight 
dirty — in this case, literally. 

There have been plenty of argu¬ 
ments before about food constituents, 

Fat-free snacks: low-calorie chips may become a reality if Procter & Gamble get the go-ahead to sell Olestra 

but this one is differmt in at least one 
respect. While additives, colourants or 
antioxidants are present only in small 
amounts, fat is a macronutrient, 
making up a substantial proportion of 
the food. The dassic example of such a 
major dietary change was the introduc¬ 
tion of margarines to replace butter 
earlier this century- 

Some nutritionists now wonder if the 
rrans-fats in margarines did not do as 
much harm as the saturated fats in 
butter they replaced. One of than is 
Walter Willett professor of nutrition at 
Harvard School of Public Health, who 
now opposes Olestra. What will hap¬ 
pen to consumers who eat it dally for 
years, he asks? He has described it as 
“appalling" to propose giving a food to 
children on the basis of tests largely 
carried out on pigs. 

One unanswered question is wheth¬ 
er eating foods made with Olestra will 

reduce fat and calorie intakes, or 
simply enepurage people to eat more to 
make up for what they are missing. 
According to Dr David Mela of foe 
Institute of Food Research at Reading, 
relatively few studies have addressed 
the problem. He suspects that as far as 
calories are concerned, people will 
compensate by eating more, and the 
same may also be true of fat. 

The artificial sweetener NutraSweet 
was supposed to reduce obesity by 
cutting calories. But people who use it 
also eat something else to compensate: 
obesity rates have since increased. 

“Fat-substituted foods probably 
should not be relied upon to produce 
spontaneous improvements in fat in¬ 
take, body-weight management or ob¬ 
esity." concludes Dr Mela. “But they 
might help some individuals as part of 
an overall, wilful effort to control diet" 

It is now up to the FDA commissi on¬ 

er, David Kessler, to rule on P&G"s 
application to use Olestra in snacks 
and crisps. He will decide, not on the 
basis of whether Olestra makes nutri¬ 
tional sense, but whether it is safe. As 
American law stands, he will probably 
have little choice but to give it clearance 
in the limited market for which the 
application has been made. 

In Britain, P&G applied for permis¬ 
sion for the same applications to the 
Ministry of Agriculture's Food Adv¬ 
isory Committee in 1987, and is still 
waiting for an answer. From time to 
time the FAC seeks clarification on 
various points, and P&G supplies ft — 
but if and when Olestra will be 
approved is anyone's guess. 

The irony is that Olestra is opposed 
by the very people who have cam¬ 
paigned for years to reduce saturated 
fat in foods. To their critics, whatever 
the food companies do is wrong. 

Eye of newt and toe of 
frog, wool of bat and 
tongue of dog/ Adder's 

fork, and blind-worm's sting, 
lizard's leg. and howlers 
wing... A recipe for horror or 
just a medical shopping-list? 
The witch's brew from Mac¬ 
beth contains just a few of the 
ingredients which crop up 
time and again in old country 
remedies; some of them have 
genuine medicinal properties, 
others form part of traditional 
healing rituals. But given a 
trial period of several centu¬ 
ries, it is not surprising that 
many of them have stood the 
test of time. 

Mary Beith, a writer and Statist who lives in Suther- 
in foe north of Scotland, 

has spent the past ten years 
collecting traditional medi¬ 
cines of the Highlands and 
Islands. She has found a 
surprising number used with¬ 
in firing memory, and some 
with remarkable healing 
properties, which, she be¬ 
lieves, merit scientific analysis 
rather than simply bong writ¬ 
ten off as “old wives’ 
tales”. 

She has not sampled a 
newt’s eye, but she has 
found prescriptions in¬ 
volving adders* heads, 
frogs’ skins, dogs’ saliva, 
and. if not an owl’s wing, 
then certainly a gannefs 
chick or the oil of a 
fulmar. Once, nursing a 
cut finger, she drew ft 
across a spider’s web and 
found foe bleeding mirac¬ 
ulously stopped: going to 
bed with a bailed anion in 
each armpit did little for 
her personal hygiene, but 
it cured a nasty bout of 
bronchial asthma over¬ 
night and though she has A 
not yet plucked up foe 
courage to swallow a large 
garden' spider, she is in no 
doubt that it has properties 
which can help to limit foe 
effects of a stroke. 

“I don't think I would advise 
people to try all of these cures 
at home, but I have no doubt 
that a lot of the old remedies 
deserve a proper reappraisal," 
she says. The adder's fork and 
foe blind-worm's sting from 
Macbeth are oommonsense 
antidotes to snakebite; a frog, 
sliced in two, was said to cure 
dropsy; foe gannet and the 
fulmar were so useful to the 
Hebrideans that they were 
described as "flying medicine 
chests”. 

Ms Bath's book. Healing 
Threads, traces foe origins of 
folk tales and superstitions, 
and finds a logical explanation 
behind many. She is con¬ 
vinced that foe Gaelic healers 
in particular drew on a body of 
medical knowledge which has 
never been property collated, 
and she has found fascinating 
clinical observations by early 
travellers which show that 
what might seem plain super¬ 
stition to us, was often found¬ 
ed on sound medical practice. 

“Tb understand and do jus¬ 
tice to their approach to rnedt- 
rine. we must meet them half 

Take two spiders 
and call me 

in the morning 
Magnus 

Iinklateron 
ancient 

Highland 
remedies 

way,” she says. “A lot of the 
early Gaelic manuscripts 
show that doctors were listen¬ 
ing to their patients rather 
than just dictating to them. 
They had a concept of illness 
which was different from ours. 
The Gaelic for Tm sick' is 'I 
have a sickness on me’. By this 
definition, foe pain doesn't 
belong to foe patient, and it 
can be made to go away.” How 
a patient was suffering seems 
to have been mare important 
than finding a-clinical defini¬ 
tion of the illness. 

Ms Beith is not, however, 
under any illusion about the 
value of what she has found. 
“Many of the cures are rooted 

JOHN PALa PHOTOGRAPHY 

Mazy Beith: testing ancient cures 

i in foe beliefs of their time and 1 

) depended on creating their z 
: own sense of drama. We could p 
: never go back to that” Never- " 

theless, she wonders whether s 
: there is a great deal of differ- t 
i ence between some of foe v 
t ancient objects regarded as c 
i having mystic heating quali- a 
' ties, and the way a sick duld t 
I today can be encouraged to- 
1 wards recovery by clutching a ( 
: sporting hero's football scarf, 
. or listening to a favourite tape. I 
; “Of course, modem medi- Ii 
: cine knows far more about £ 
: physiology than foe ancient a 
? healers did.” she says, “but c 
: they found ways round ft. p 

There wasn't a lot they could s 
• do about heart disease, for a 
f instance, so they treated the t 

symptoms, like dropsy, or b 
1 chest pains. An inner sickness, d 
■ they reasoned, might be c 
i healed by a lotion or a paul- t 
f tice. An external one. like skin c 
i disease, by purifying the inner f 
, self.” s 
[ Psychology played a big 
r part in convincing patients s 
I that th^y could be cured, so t 
■ pagan incantations, the paw- I 
■ ers of a particular healer, and a 

an instinctive belief in ritual t 
■ were important elements in s 
- the healing process — not, j 
f perhaps, so very different from f. 

today when faith in a particu¬ 
lar doctor can be every bit as 
important as the pills he or she' 
prescribes. 

A favourite Celtic remedy 
for lung disease was a carrot 
poultice, made out of crushed 
wild carrots, heated, mixed 
with oatmeal then applied to 
the chest. Wild carrot does' 
indeed have medicinal proper¬ 
ties, but it could never of itself 
reverse a cancerous growth.' 
Applied by a confident healer, 
however, able to convince his 
patients that they were on the 
road to recovery, the remedy 
might achieve a miracle. 

Certain plants, animals and 
insects were plainly of more 
use than others, and Ms Beith 
has not only sought them out, 
she has tried many herself. 
Eyebright, foe aptly-named 
plant which has long been 
effective as a soothing eye- 
wash. can. she found, if sim¬ 
mered in milk, drained off and 
drunk, be of long-term help in 
curing redness and soreness 
round the eyes. 

Thyme, one erf the most 
■hy potent of conics, known as- 

“the king's herb" in Gael¬ 
ic, was prescribed for 
nerves and weak chests, 
and was once popular as 
an everyday beverage. 
She found it was a very 
effective sleeping draught' 
when brewed up like tea. 
“It’s perfectly foul,” she 
admits, “but effective." 

Perhaps most interest- ' 
ing were the plants com¬ 
monly used to heal 
wounds or bruising. Kid-' 
ney vetch, primrose 
leaves, bogbean, and es-.. 
pedally ribwort plantain, 
stopped bleeding when 
applied to cuts, and rapid- 

s !y led to the forming of a 
second skin. It was while ■ 

Ms Beith was in Mull that she ■ 
also discovered the healing . 
properties of the spider’s web. ’ 
“I had caught my finger on the 
snib of a gate," she says, “and . 
foe bleedmg wouldn't stop. I ■ 
went into a byre draped with 
cobwebs, drew my hand ■ 
across a spider’s web. and the 
bleeding stopped.” 

She also thinks that there 
might be something in 
the old belief that swal¬ 

lowing a large garden spider 
gives relief in the aftermath of 
a stroke. “The main damage is 
caused by the body over¬ 
producing glutamates," she 
says. “Spider venom counter¬ 
acts this. It has certain proper¬ 
ties that stop spasms. It has to 
be live, because then it goes 
down the throat spitting ven¬ 
om. A friend from Shetland ■ 
told me that up there they 
cover foe spider with butter 
first It makes it easier to 
swallow.” 

Perhaps, once again, Shake¬ 
speare knew something about 
this. In Richard in. Queen 
Margaret, Henry Vi's widow, 
asks Elizabeth: “Why strewst 
thou sugar on that bottled 
spider?" 
Healing Threads by Maty Beith is 
published by Polygon (£9.99). 
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Darling baba, all love Larry 
T 

[he ink is fading on the 
scrap of paper, the hand- 
anting almost illegible. 

, “My darling," it reads. 
Here’S your thesarus (sic). You see 

l was listening all those times you 

E£E£! iU HapW- happy 

U V?vierl scribbled this to her 
husband Laurence Olivier, on one 
unspecified birthday. It is a poi¬ 
gnant fragment from the happy 
moments in a marriage that was 
soon to descend into madness and 
tragedy. 

Tt was a trivial note, but Lord 
Olivier could not bear to throw it 
away. A compulsively organised 
man. he kept everything from 
steamboat tickets to love letters. In 
the loft of his home in Steyning, 
West Sussex, dozens of suitcases 
are bulging with yellowing mis¬ 
sives and neatly-kept engagement 
diaries, fall of entries such as: 22 
July 1951: lunch: Judy Garland and 
daughter. Orson Welles, Peter 
Finch, Ralph Richardson. Hum¬ 
phrey Bogart. 

In a nearby bam, in crates 
crawling with silverfish, there are 
letters from such luminaries as 
David Niven, Douglas Fairbanks 
Jr. Peggy Ashcroft, Richard 
Attenborough, Noel Coward and 
Christopher Fry. 

Olivier’s letters to his friends 
began either "Darling baba” or 
“Darling boysie". He signed them 
“all love, Larry". 

The task of piecing these docu¬ 
ments together has gone to Dereck 
Granger, a former theatre critic 
and the producer of the television 
adaptation of Brideshead Revisit¬ 
ed, in which Olivier played his 
swansong role as Lord March- 
main. 

Granger was a dose friend of the 
actor and now the Olivier family, 
who have been stung by the 
allegations in Donald SpotoV 
unauthorised biography, has cho¬ 
sen him to write the first official 
biography, which is expected to be 
published at the end olnextyear. 

“I must say. 1 do sometimes feel a 
frisson of guilt when I am reading 
Larry'S private correspondence,” 
says Granger. “I am not sure I 
would like him to read mine.” 

Granger is sitting an the floor of 
Olivier’s bedroom. His lordship's 
widow, Joan Plowright, is in Tener- 
fe. his daughter Tamsin is down¬ 
stairs in the kitchen. Picture 
windows look out on to the large 
iut housing the swimming pool, 
he tennis courts and the garden 
surrounded by thick hedges. “He 
fot very keen on topiaries and had 
» rather disastrous attempt at 
-uning Chekhov's Three Sisters," 
■ays Granger." 

This was a typical piece of 
>ehaviour from a man who wanted 
o be the best at everything. “I have 
lever known anyone who had such 
tn extraordinary aptitude for 
York." says Granger. “He always 
nade one’ feel hopeless — as if one 
lidnt do enough." 

Granger was a schoolboy in 1937 
vhen he saw Olivier perform his 
egendaiy Hamlet They became 
riends in the 1950s. “From a very 
arly age. Larry wanted to be in 
ontrol. When he founded the 
National Theatre, he was absolute 
/ the leader of the company. He 
ven took it upon himself to 
rganise the stage-door man's leav- 
ig party; we have the letters he 

For the first time. 
Lord Olivier’s 
biographer reveals 
the private letters of 
a theatrical 
genius, by Julia 
Llewellyn Smith 

attention. He would sit with his 
family and demand: 'What arc they 
talking about at the end of the 
table?1 But how can you be die 
greatest actor in the world and not 
want attention?” 

Olivier had torn! belief in himself 
and was intolerant of criticism or 
interference. "After he had seen the 
first cut of Brideshead. he invited 
me to dinner and blasted me 
because we had cut 3} seconds 
from his deathbed speech. We 
thought he would never notice. He 
bellowed; T only took the role 
because of that speech!- By the end 
of dinner. I had rung Granada and 
begged them to reinsert those lines: 
It cost a fortune to put them back, 
but in retrospect I realised he was 
right 

“He was also cross because he 
decided that John Gielgud had a 
better parr as Mr Ryder. ‘You have 
given Johnny the best part,’ he 
complained. We said: 'But rally you 
could play Lord Marchmain, 
because he was so glamorous.’ ” 

Fi 

Olivier as Lord Marchmain 

salt to every member of the 
company. 

“He was not only a director there, 
but also an actor and also the 
manager. If you look at his diaries 
you see he spent the day organising 
schedules and talking budgets and 
then, at 7pm, getting into makeup 
and getting onto the stage- 

“But during the day he would 
always find time to db some 
exercise. have a meal and a nap. He 
dreaded playing Othello because it 
was so exhausting. He loved drink¬ 
ing. especially his whisky, but he 
always gave up when he was 
training for a part We have a 
touching letter to Anthony Quayle 
saying he has foresworn all earthly 
pleasures for the duration of a 
season at the National. 

H 
e never let up. On 
one day in 1955, he 
wrapped the filming 
of Richard JTI and 

went straight to Stratford -to play 
Malvolio. Titus Andronicus and 
Macbeth. The next morning he got 
up to go to a local cinema to inspect 
die rushes." 

This energy and conscientious¬ 
ness were Olivier’s greatest gifts. 
They could also be his worst flaw. 
“He was as territorial as a tiger,” 
says Granger. “Once when I was 
working with him at Granada, he 
became more and more idly indif¬ 
ferent towards roe. I couldn’t 
understand why until someone 
said: ‘He’s jealous of you because 
you know the whole business of 
studios and scheduling. He cant 
understand why people were com¬ 
ing to you and not to him.’ 

“In old age he would get terribly 
fretful if he wasn't the centre of 

[ools were not suffered 
gladly: “We have one letter 
from a member of the 
National complaining that 

Larry had hit him in die 
shoulderblades, while they were 
standing in the wings and said 'Go 
out there and get more laughs!* ‘I 
was practically sick on the stage,' 
he writes." Another letter from 
Olivier berates the Rank organis¬ 
ation. who prudishly wanted to cut 
the “blasphemous" “Cry God for 
Harry" from Henry V. “Larry soon 
put paid to that idea,” chuckles 
Granger. 

Yet this tyranny was laced with 
an extraordinarily sweet nature. 
“He was enormously aggressive in 
the pursuit of his career, and yet so 
thoughtful in other ways. All the 
birthdays of his family are listed in 
his diary and every single cricket 
match and exeat of fas children. 

“He was a clergyman's son, 
ingrained from childhood with a 
sense of duly. Financially, he took 
care of his stepmother and 
siblings." 

Olivier replied patiently to every 
fan letter. “We have letters to 
schoolboys telling them how to play 
Macbeth and another letter to a 
training college in Staffordshire, 
which wanted advice on putting on 
Hamlet. He advises performing it 
in its entirety and says: It's simply 
a play about a man who cannot 
make up his mind. Don't worry too 
much about why he cant, he just 
cant and you must feel that he 
canV He then apologises for not 
being able to lend any of the 
National's props.” 

In another letter to his third wife, 
Joan Plowright, he writes. “You 
have an absolutely marvellously 
uncalculated impish humour 
which is laced with an aptitude for 
self mockery. This last can be an 
invaluable but also a dangerous 
quality, which should be used 
preciously. The first is priceless but 
must not always be relied upon 
because it will not always get you 
out of a hole... Acting is basically a 
humourless task ana that’s what 
makes people like us suffer so. 
“Your back is straight and beauti¬ 
ful,” he writes in the same letter. 
“Christ, those corsets in this 
weather." 

“I hope these letters will scotch 
Olivier’s reputation as a bit of an 

The face of the young Olivier stares from a collection of his memorabilia, including letters from his father and Vivien Leigh 

intellectual dumbo," says Granger. 
“There is a marvellous urgency and 
cogency to them,, which many 
writers might envy." 

Granger also hopes that the 
letters will show that Olivier, while 
a megalomaniac, was still keen to 
encourage his contemporaries’ tal¬ 
ents. “He was always writing to 
Gielgud, Scofield and Redgrave, 
offering them top roles. He would 
never play FaJstaff or Cyrano 

because he felt they were best done 
by Richardson." And he could 
laugh at himself. “I remember him 
in the swimming pool when he was 
withered and ill and he flung his 
arms in the air and cried 'Look at 
the sex symbol of the western 
world!' 

Granger can throw less light on 
Olivier's love life, knowing nothing 
about the affair claimed by Sarah 
Miles. Of his relationship with 

Leigh, he says: "It was a very 
traumatic and draining time. 1 
think if he had not met Joan and 
fallen in love again, he couldn't 
have founded the National. Had he 
stayed married to Vivien, he would 
have had a very diminished 
career.” 

Instead. Olivier wen! on to forge 
an even more dazzling career. 
“There never will be another one 
like him," says Granger. “Not only 

because he was such a great actor, 
but because he was born at the end 
of an extraordinary tradition where 
leading actors were expected to 
play all die great classical parts. 
Sure, there are the Tony Hopkins, 
the Branaghs, but they disappear 
to Hollywood. There will never be a 
period when commercial theatres 
can also afford to put on Shake¬ 
speare and attract such dazzling 
names." 
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No longer a man’s world 
It seems that the old fash¬ 

ioned gents of the Oxford 
and Cambridge Univer¬ 

sity Club are now attached to 
tradition only by their finger¬ 
tips. Uncivilised opposition to 
the idea of allowing "lady 
associate” members to become 
fall members has dwindled to 
an embattled gang of 324 out 
of a fall male membership of 
some 3.000 (the 500 ladies do 
not, of course, hare a vote). But 
a ballot expected this month is 
almost certain to bring victory 
to the pro-change faction, al¬ 
lowing women entry to the 
inner sanctums of the dub for 
the first rime. 

The mystery is that the antis 
hare managed to fend off 
change for so long. A dub 
ballot in 1993 showed a 3-1 
majority in favour of equal 
rights, but it was rendered 
void because the turnout was 
just short of the required 50 
per cent Sixty-nine college 
heads have since resigned, 
along with scores of others, 
and membership is dropping. 

But now that admission 
rules can be changed by a 
straight two-thirds majority, 
the dub should be able to 
sneak into the 20th century 
just in time. 

The stalwarts still opposed 
to change should not be sur¬ 
prised that they are referred to 
in the hushed tones of be¬ 
mused curiosity reserved for 
endangered animals. Their 
blustering defence concerns 
issues of impertinence, dis¬ 
graceful intrusion and various 
constitutional verities, and is 

Joanna Pitman invades the 
male-only iriner sanctum of 
the Oxford and Cambridge 

University Club 

accompanied by remarks such 
as "I want,to drink in peace. I 
don’t wish to be surrounded 
by headmistresses and female 
dons. (do wish women did not 
try to run everything. They 
should restrict that to their 
families and homes.” 

The most stubborn and 
undubbable may end up re¬ 
signing. But some have al¬ 
ready softened their stance. 
“The winds of change are 
blowing and we’re going to 
have to think again," Sir Pfrrer 
Crill says. "There may be a 
condition that there are two 
rooms set aside for members 
to retreat to — a men's bar and 
a ladies drawing room." 

H 
eralded by a graceful 
Pall Mall fai^ide, the 
dub envelopes the 

vishor with a cherished sense 
of Establishment. There are 
formal reception rooms, lofty 
ceilings hung with chande¬ 
liers, the odd hunting trophy 
and a selection of colonel-types 
gathered happily around fire¬ 
places with their niems mur¬ 
muring "quaite” at each other 
over postprandial coffees. 

But ladies are steered firmly 
away from the marble stair¬ 
case which sweeps up from the 
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reception under yards of Tory 
blue carpeting. It is said that 
they are only allowed up as far 
as tiie penultimate stair, for to 
go further would take them to 
the second-floor male sanc¬ 
tum. the home of the dub’s 
library and smoking room. 

Could it be that the 324 antis 
believe that women would 
damage or infect the books? 
Are they worried about the 
oestrogen count or the decay¬ 
ing action of sweaty fingers 
(an old Japanese excuse for 
preventing women from be¬ 
coming sushi makers)? 

Risking life and limb, and 
having already witnessed iwo 
men trespassing unaccompa¬ 
nied in the ladies drawing 
room, 1 stepped out of the 
ladies lift and invaded the 
library by a few feet braced 
for a volcanic run-in, or at the 
very least a couple of stick 
pokings and a squirt from a 
fountain pen. 

Three young gents were 
sitting reading, wearing per¬ 
mafrost expressions and 
Savile Row-ish suits, while a 
squire in noisy tweeds was 
browsing the shelves. My 
arrival elicited a couple of 
harrumphs and one stern gaze 
over a pair of half-moon 
spectacles. Then an elderly 
fellow shuffled forward. We 
exchanged tense salutations 
until he finally confessed, with 
great delicacy, that 1 was 
trespassing. He said he took a 
dim view of this insanity but 
remained to avail himself of 
the facilities and. most impor¬ 
tantly, to facilitate swift im¬ 
provement. May he succeed. 
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Why Blair 
is no heir to 

Thatcher 
David Willetts says Labour’s real 

stakeholders would be the unions 

Margaret Thatcher'S 
speech tonight is a 
lecture in memory 

of Keith Joseph. That simple 
fact may be the event's most 
important political message. 
Keith Joseph showed that 
ideas matter in politics. The 
reason the Tory party has won 
elections is that it has won 
arguments. The ideas which 
Margaret Thatcher and Keith 
Joseph developed after they set 
up the Centre for Policy Stud¬ 
ies in 1975 are as relevant now 
os they were then. Freedom, 
enterprise and ownership re¬ 
main the Tories' big idea. 

The market economy is 
ceasing to be the exclusive 
inheritance of a few Western 
countries and is increasingly 
enjoyed across the world. That 
is the challenge which John 
Major asks us to face. It is why 
we must make Britain the 
enterprise centre of Europe. 

Labour's problem is very 
simple: it does not have a 
Keith Joseph. Its gurus are not 
thinkers but spin-doctors. 
They trade not in ideas but in 
sound-bites. They have not 
succeeded in working our a 
significant new left-of-centre 
alternative to modem Conser¬ 
vatism. and perhaps they nev¬ 
er will. 

We are told now that they 
have a big new idea, 
the stakeholder. But 
that idea has a hist¬ 
ory. The language 
of stakeholders was 
developed by think¬ 
ers on the Left who 
didn't like what we 
Tories did in the 
1980s. It does not 
venture into an exri- ____ 
ring new territory 
beyond modem Conserva- 

Big 
government 

is still 
the true 

enemy 

doned its instinctive belief that 
every problem can be solved 
by "more resources'’. But it 
has found a second way of ap¬ 
pealing to interest groups: by 
telling them tey can be stake¬ 
holders. This has the advan¬ 
tage that the economic cost 
doesn't count as part of public 
expenditure; government can 
simply impose a new obliga¬ 
tion on businesses to do what 
it wanes Them to. 

This is taxation by the 
back door, and just as econom¬ 
ically damaging as conven¬ 
tional taxation, though more 
easily disguised from the elec¬ 
torate. But businessmen can 
feel iL For every £100 spent on 
wages, an employer in Britain 
has to add an extra £18 for 
non-wage costs. In Germany, 
an employer would have to 
add £32; in Spain. £34; and in 
France. £41. That's where the 
rhetoric about stakeholders 
would take us. 

Governments would face a 
new set of claims far favours, 
in the guise of bids to become 
recognised as stakeholders. 
Whose stakes would be pro¬ 
tected by a Cabinet in which 
every single member was 
sponsored by a trade union? 
John Prescott and Margaret 
Beckett want to get rid of all 
trade union legislation. Who 
_ do they regard as 

the cru dal stake¬ 
holders in British 
industry? What 
does Glenda Jack- 
son's campaign 
against rail privati¬ 
sation, backed by 
the rail unions, tell 
us about who she 
regards as the main 
stakeholders in the 

lism. It is an idea from Europ¬ 
ean social democracy circa 
1980; the son of thing that 
Sweden. France and Germany 
are now beginning to aban¬ 
don. but which counts as mod¬ 
ern in today's Labour Party. 

Instead of real property 
rights, which give people gen¬ 
uine freedom and indepen¬ 
dence, stake holding advocates 
legislative intervention by pol¬ 
iticians. Shareholders' rights 
are thought to be somehow 
rather old-fashioned and 
backward-looking. Labour's 
proposed windfall tax on the 
utilities rests on this view of 
the world: it is a direct attack 
on the value of shares held by 
millions of small investors. 

Of course any well-run busi¬ 
ness is going to want to look 
after its customers and its 
workforce as well as its share¬ 
holders. But we must lei comp 
anies be as free as possible to 
work out their own way of 
satisfying these stakeholders. 
When the term is taken over as 
part of a political programme, 
it has a very different mean¬ 
ing. The idea is that com¬ 
panies must be forced to 
achieve social objectives for 
the community, as specified hy 
politicians. This is where the 
European social chapter and 
the minimum wage fit in. The 
combined effect of tliese two 
policies is to produce youth 
unemployment of 2ti per cent 
in France and 44 per cent in 
Spain. 

Labour's approach to policy 
has always been to try to ap 
peal to every* interest group. 
The traditional way of doing 
so has been through higher 
public expenditure, and the 
party certainly hasn't aban- 

N 

railways? 
These are the dd vested 

interests, dressed up in the 
latest language of corporate 
strategy. Lf I were running a 
successful film. trying taking 
account of the interests of 
employees, customers and 
shareholders. 1 would be terri¬ 
fied about a Labour govern¬ 
ment taking the language of 

-stakeholders and using it for 
its own purposes. 

ow Tony Blair has the 
gall to call this a 
commitment to "Ope 

Nation" True One Nation 
Conservatism — that of Angus 
Maude and Enoch Powell," as 
well as Ian Mackod and 
Reginald Maudling — was a 
recognition that the only way 
to sustain one nation was not 
tn have governments picking 
and choosing between conflict¬ 
ing claims on resources. That 
just ends up as a Hobbesian 
war of all against all, fought 
through the political process. 

Jn a pamphlet these Con¬ 
servatives wrote: "Economic 
change is the normal environ¬ 
ment in which nations live, 
and successful adjustment to it 
is a condition of their 
wellbeing. In sk years of war 
and six of socialism, this 
important truth was danger¬ 
ously obscured and overlaid." 
They saw that intrusive gov¬ 
ernment was a threat to both 
prosperity and social cohe¬ 
sion, That remains true, even 
if believers in big government 
now dress it up in the lan¬ 
guage of the stakeholder. 

David Willetts MP is Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary at the Of¬ 
fice of Public Service. He was 
director of the Centre for 
Police Studies. I9S7-92. 
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Not Granada’s Forte 
In the late 1980s I was chairman 

of the publishers Sidgwick & 
Jackson, which was that owned 
by Forte. My experience was 

that Forte was a very well run 
company, with a deep hotel culture in 
the family and the management. 
Because I enjoyed working with 
them. I have a natural prejudice in 
their favour. I have, however, a much 
stronger reason for being uneasy 
about the Granada bid. 

I have come to have a complete 
distrust for die modern bid culture of 
the City. It is far too much driven by 
exorbitant fees which enrich banks 
and brokers at the expense of share¬ 
holders. It is more concerned with 
financial engineering than industrial 
logic. It imposes short-term views on 
British business. It is strongly influ¬ 
enced by personal vanity. It's most 
characteristic product has been the 
unwieldy and illogical conglomerate, 
usually with high debt; the invest¬ 
ment performance of these com¬ 
panies has been disappointing. 

The Granada bid for Forte is a 
characteristic example of this bid 
culture. As “Lex" said in yesterdays 
Financial Times: "Granada’s fight 
for Forte carries a whiff of the asset¬ 
stripping 1980s."The fees are already 
enormous, and by the time Granada 
has made its proposed £2 billion of 
asset sales, die fees will be much, 
much larger. The whole of the 
industrial case has already been 
changed in the course of the bid. Ln its 
first offer of November 24. Granada 
promised to "capitalise derisively on 
the Meridien brand"; in the second 
offer, of January 9. Granada prom¬ 
ised to sell Meridien. An industrial 
logic which was seriously intended 
would not have been turned on its 
head in the course of six weeks. 

Personal vanity has been notice¬ 
able in some of Gerry Robinson's 
statements to the press. He is touted 
as some sort of miracle manager. In 
the past 40 years I have seen only too 
many miracle managers come and 
go there are indeed good and bad 
managers, and there are good man¬ 
agers who seize an opportunity, cr hit 
a lucky streak. But the great majority 
of mirade managers cannot sustain 
the miraculous performance. 

In its second offer. Granada boasts 
about its management skills, in terms 
which would be laughable if they 
were not taken seriously in the City. 
"Granada's strategy' is firmly based 
on two parallel rhemes which are a: 
the heart of the Group's success — 
Focus and Breadth." Apart from tire 

Gerry Robinson’s bid for the hotel chain 

would create an unwieldy group 

opacity and confusion of the meta¬ 
phors, this seems to be a contradic¬ 
tion in terms. To focus means to 
concentrate tire attention, breadth 
means spreading out Granada is like 
a supermodel saying that her career 
"is based on two parallel themes 
which are at the heart of my success 
— Taintless and Fatness". 

! discussed his concept of focusing 
with Mr Robinson over the tele¬ 
phone. He explained that one can 
hxus managerial attention on differ¬ 
ent parts of a diverse business. That 
is what I have been hearing manag¬ 
ers of conglomerates say far 40 years. 
Most of them have 
long since retired. 
So have some of the 
conglomerates. 

If Granada's bid 
is successful ft will 
take a deep bath of 
debt. Before the as¬ 
sets sales can be 
started, the debt 

Rees-Mogg 

will rise to between £3 billion and £4 
billion, resting on businesses which 
have considerable exposure to reces¬ 
sion. Granada was originally suc¬ 
cessful as a television business. It 
now covers television, including an 
investment in BSkyB. rental and 
catering. I: proposes to extend into 
hotels. The offer documents explain 
that this gives "Breadth across a 
range of related core businesses, to 
minimise risks to shareholders from 
a downturn in any core market". This 
again is nonsense. The proposed core 
businesses are no! related, but ran¬ 
dom. There is no logical connection 
between catering and television rent¬ 
als. or between bote's and an invest¬ 
ment in BSkyB. The one possible 
connection is that most of these 
businesses could be hit by a recession 
a: the same time. Hotel occupancy 
rates, hete; asset values and advertis¬ 
ing sales all suffered together in the 
las; recession. 

The Ferre proposal, by contrast, is 
what Sir James Goldsmith called 
“unbundling". It would leave a 
relatively well defined hotel group, 
would help Whiibrcads to develop a 
similarly defined catering group, and 
would leave Granada "to run its 
existing businesses. The proposed 
Fur:? disposals do therefore have a 
management \ipc. Granada spends 

its time claiming to be the better 
manager, but the management logic 
of its proposal is much weaker. It 
would bundle everything up. take an 
a vast load of debt, and then sell 
off half the Forte assets it had 
bought, pay off some of the debt and 
stiD be left with a mish-mash 
of assets to manage. Even its own 
supporters envisage an eventual 
Granada unbundling to separate 
television and catering, perhaps in 18 
months time. This is an extraordin¬ 
arily roundabout way of restruc¬ 
turing Granada, which would in¬ 
volve high fees at every stage. 
_ The post-war his¬ 

tory of the bid cul¬ 
ture is no! reassur¬ 
ing. The classic case 
was Siegmund 
Warburg's brilliant 
campaign in 1958 to 
buy British Alumin¬ 
ium. The bankers 
Helbert Wagg were 

Warburg’s partners; they acted for 
Tube Investments and Warburg's for 
Reynolds Metals. Michael Verey of 
Helbert Wagg has commented: "It 
didn't emerge for years that the fight 
was a very expensive one for the 
dient. In fact Siegmund gave Reyn¬ 
olds poor advice. British .Aluminium 
was not worth it at that price." That 
bid helped to make Warburg'S the 
leading merchant bank in London:in 
bid battles, what is good for the 
banker is not necessarily good for 
the dient. 

T! 
| here is always risk in what 
Granada is proposing, tak¬ 
ing on an enormous debt 
wiih a view to future asset 

sales. In 19SS. I remember meeting 
Robert Maxwell at a reception. He 
had just bought the American Mac¬ 
millan. I said that people thought he 
had paid too much. He looked rather 
sheepish, unusually for him. but said 
he would sell this and sell that, and 
end up with prize assets at low costs. 
“You know me: I never pay too 
much." In the event the recession 
came on before he could make the 
sales. That was die deal which 
finished him. More or less the same 
thing happened m Jim Slater, an 
exceptionally intetfigem financier. He 
knew that he had to gel back into 

cash in 1973. but found that the 1974 
recession had overtaken him. He had 
to sell the assets he would have liked 
to keep, because they were die only 
assets that could be sold. Slater 
Walker was kaput 

I do not think we are in that stage of 
the cycle now, or that the next 
recession is particularly likely to 
catch out Mr Robinson. On the other 
hand, Siegmund Warburg paid too 
much, Robert Maxwell was ruined, 
and Jim Slater got his timing wrong. 
Trafalgar House has not been a very 
good investment recently. Highly 
geared conglomerates often work 
weQ enough at the beginning, and go 
to a premium, but they usually end in 
tears, and go to a discount. Mr 
Robinson mould remember three 
long-established principles. There is 
always an opportunity cost in debt 
exposure. There is always a time-lag 
between the decision to sell and the 
actual realisation of sales. And there 
is always a risk the market will turn 
before the sales can be made. 

The City of London, is a great 
institution, but it has one great 
weakness of character. It is always 
looking for easy money. Lloyd’s 
names thought they had found a way 
to make easy money; they found out 
they were wrong. Barings thought it 
had a mtmey-machine in Singapore; 
it found out it was wrong. Since the 
1950s. the City has repeatedly found 
easy money m corporate finance, 
often involving the creation of specu¬ 
lative conglomerates, with the recur¬ 
rent exposure to excessive debt Sam 
of these have crashed, some have 
limped along only a few have been 
highly profitable m tlx: longer term. 
There has been no penalty for the 
bankers or brokers who promoted 
them, but their managers have 
usually had meteoric careers ending 
in splashdown, and their investors, 
including institutional investors, 
have often come to regret their 
enthusiasm. 

The City has a very short memory; 
it fails to balance yesterday's disas¬ 
ters against tomorrow's fees. Pferhaps 
Mr Robinson really is the star mana¬ 
ger of his generation, but probabty 
not He would not be making such a 
muddled bid if he really were that 
good. I agree with what he is quoted 
as saying in Ruth Tail's Roads to the 
Top. “1 have a simple belief that if you 
get to the stage where you are 
panicking and think that you have to 
acquire something to achieve growth, 
you're in deep trouble because you 
make silly acquisitions."' 

Firm friend 
THE QUEEN is losing one uf her 
most loyal servants. Today, the 
Rev Keith Angus, her domestic 
chaplain in Scotland, announces 
his retirement at the worthy age nf 
66. after 17 year, at Crathie Parish 
Church on Royal Deeside. 

The reverend refuses to talk 
about his lengthy association with 

the Royal Family — Crathie is 
Balmoral's local church. But the 
height of his- involvement came 
when he officiated at the wedding 
of the Princess Royal to Command¬ 
er Tim Laurence. 

Mr Angus says that he will miss 
ministering to his parishes of 
Braemar and Crathie. their com¬ 
bined population of 600 and 400 
square miles of the most spectacu¬ 
lar scenery in the British Isles. 
Only a few years ago, he was to be 
found on Saturdays hunting and 
shooting in the hills in his gaiters. 
“I don't do that any more." he says. 
“I cant manage the hills any 
more." 

In retirement, at least he will no 
longer be harassed by the press. “I 
have been beleaguered by every¬ 
body." he explains. "But I never 
speak about the Royal Family." 

The sole nominee to succeed him 
— in a post which involves regular 
summer barbecues with the Royal 
Family — is the Rev Robert Sluan 
from Perth, who wifi preach this 
Sunday at Crathie, the hilltop 
church overlooking Balmoral. 

DIARY 

• WTrft the blizzards in America. 
British diplomatic activity has 
been railed fawn. Tuesday's tele- 
grsm to the fortign Office from 
our iran :r Washington. Sir John 
K&T. wzi brief: “There's a bliz¬ 
zard ir. Washington. The Fed¬ 
eral Government has shut down. 
This Embassy is emulating King 
tteecesitss." * 

Bottoms down 

advertising Sir Michael Tippett's 
opera. The Midsummer Marriage. 
because it features bare bottoms. 

Henceforth, the posterior view of 
a nude couple holding hands will 
be more modest. Keith Copper, the 
director of corporate affairs, denies 
that there were objections to bare 
buttocks, but says, "It is hard to get 
the image right, and when we con¬ 
sulted with the director and the de¬ 
signer, we decided to change iL" 

day at the Hyde Park Hotel."One 
thing! have in common with Tony 
Blair." he joshed.I don't in vite 
John Prescott to meetings either." 

THE Royal Opera House has been 
a little we risque lor its own good, 
fc has withdrawn a marketing card 

Pink blues 

Angus: retiring after many 
years of discretion 

• The Prime Minister wasn't pull¬ 
ing any electoral punches at his 
breakfast for businessmen yester- 

DOMESTiC problems face Her 
Benign Pinkness. Dame Barbers 
CatllancL Her housekeeper is retir¬ 
ing at the use of 84. and the situa¬ 
tion has heenme vacant Prospec¬ 
tive employees must enjoy' her 
colour schemes and her Pekineses, 

“ My housekeeper has been given 
doctor s orders to retire," says 
Dame Barbara, "but I have got ad¬ 
vertisements for a replacement L~ 
all the local papers." 

Explaining why she herself is 
still going strong at 91 while her 
help has retired as a comparative 
youth, she says: "You see, I have 
never had to scrub floors." 

If* 
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•As the Oscar season reels round 
again, the Academy has declared 
that studios must no longer bom¬ 
bard voters with expensive keep¬ 
sakes to try to influence decisions. 
But the ban does not stretch to vid¬ 
eotapes of films, and the market¬ 
ing men have been working over¬ 
time. Tapes of Tim Robbins's flick 
about death row. Dead Man 
Walking, arrive in coffins. 

Just him 
The real William 

‘ffs never worried anyone 
in the GovemmenT 

GOBSTGPPERS all round. The 
Just William Society has un¬ 
earthed the young boy who played 
William in two films based on 
Rkdimai Cromptons- books, made 
just after die war. 

Eddie Graham, now a 64-year- 
oki grandfather, responded to a 
nationwide call by the society from 
behind his sweet counter at the 
shop in Tapkjw that he manages. 

"The call came out of the blue, but 
I’m flattered." says Eddie, whose 
career progressed to song-and- 
dance routines before he threw in 
acting 15 years ago. “At the time, 1 
remember Jban and Jackie Coffins 
-pestering me for autographs," . 

The society promisesa jolly good 
party with lashings of liquorice 
water. 

P-H-S 

Russia’s 
ancient 
enemy 

Thomas de Waal 

on Yeltsin and 

j Kll>"4 
: S 

the Chechens 

Just over ISO years ago, in 
September 1845, the British Con¬ 
sul to Odessa, James Yeames, 

wrote a long report on the latest offen¬ 
sive in Chedieaia. “No previous expe- 
tfition into the same country was ever 
more disastrous, by loss of life and 
other sacrifices than the last; nor 
more entirely fruitless in its results," 
he wrote, adding that Count MikhaQ. 
Vorontsov, a general who had suc¬ 
cessfully fought Napoleon, was now 
bogged down against the Chechens.. : 

plus ya change. In 1996, the Chech- ■ 
en conflict seems to have turned into; ■ 
one erf those wars in which everyone - 
loses. The Russians are as stuck irL- 
Chechenia as they were 15 years ago 
in Afghanistan, with the unpleasant', 
difference that it is supposed to be ! 
part of their own territory. Most • ’ 
ordinary Chechens are heartily skk,: 
of the Russians and want them out_ _. 

Tuesdays raid cm Kiziyar is a sign ■ 
that the rebels can still, at a stroke, 
take the war to enemy territory with . 
the kind of action which will never. 
win them the war. but will give' 
President Yeltsin sleepless nights. . 

The Kiziyar raid is the grandson of 
an old Chechen tactic. The Chechens; 
tiie most Hashing horsemen of the ' 
Caucasus and the most famous cattle- - 
rustlers, were famous in tsarist times., 
for their lightning raids, known as • 
irnbegt A. 19th-century chronicler of 
the Caucasus, Sergei Branevsky. de¬ 
scribes how a group of 20 horsemen 
would swim across the River Terek, 
hide among the boulders and then 
leap out rat unsuspecting locals and 
take them hostage. “They are so ' 
possessed with ferocity that they 
spare no one." he wrote. 
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The Russians built the fortress 
of Kiztyu-an the banks of the 
Terek in 1735, and it has been a 

target for nabegi ever since. 
Alexandre Dumas began his travels 
through the Caucasus in 1858 there, 
ami his description of the town would 
strike chords with any visitor to 
Chechenia today. He stayed in an 
unfurnished house (the chief of police 
later sent round some furniture on a 
cart) and the ISyear-dd boy who 
welcomed him wore a gun and 
dagger in his belt His seven-year-old - 
brother had a dagger as tall as- 
himself. 

Chechenia today is just as tense 
and divided as it was in Dumas's 
time. The Russians have control of 
Grozny and the cal pipeline, and have 
installed a friendly Government in 
the republic. But Grozny is in ruins, 
and much of the population is stiH 
living in cellars and basements and 
in fear of the bullets of drunken 
Russian sokfiers. 

The rebel Chechens, under the old . 
President, Dzhokhar Dudayev, are 
still at huge in the hills, and more ' 
than a year after 40.000 troops were 
sent to finish them off, they are still 
resisting. Last autumn I took tea with 
General Dudayev's Vice-President in • 
a house only a mile from a Russian 
checkpoint The separatists may be 
fighting cat. but they wifi have to face 
the fact that they have lost their 
capital and two-thuds of the republic. 

The hostility between Chechen 
fighters and Russian soldiers is 
probably as intense now as it was in 
the 1850s. This is a clash of two' 
almost irreconcilable cultures, that of ■ 
the Slav Russians and that of the- 
mountain Chechens, who have never 
accepted Russian rule. 
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-tes- But it would also he a mistake to 

romanticise the Qtedten rebel 
leader, Dzhokhar Dudayev, 

and tiie men who carried out' the 
Kiziyar raid. Rather than romantic 
heroes, (hey are players in a dirty 
post-Soviet game. In their hands, the 
Chechen cause has become a long 
feast of violence. 

General Dudayev spent his career 
in the Soviet air force, and did not 
even live in Chechenia until 
he returned to be elected President 
He promised the Chechens a mirage¬ 
like “independence" that was never 

practicable, and yet 
kept up links with Russian officials 
and friends in the old Soviet air fora- 

them a cut of Chechenia's 
wealth. After last July's 

ceasefire, the general had a very ga»d 
opportunity to sign a political agree¬ 
ment with the Russians, but he 
refused. 

The raids on Budennovsk and 
Kiziyar—when the fighters began l?y 
attacking military bases and ended 
up using hospital patients and child¬ 
ren as human shields — show how 
debased the myth of Chechen gallan- 
«y has become. But if for the rebel 
Chechens even a defeat carries a kind 
of glory, the real loser of this war is 
Boris Yeltsin. Even Russian officials 
are now putting the rivOian death 
count at 20,000. Yeltsin cuts a poor 
figure as the defender of Russia’s 
interests, because it is dear that he 
had many other options when he 
chose to send in troops in December 
1994. The whole episode smelt sharp¬ 
ly (rf political adventurism. 

Yeltsin has called the Chechen war 
“the biggest disappointment" of his 
presidency. It may wefl turnout to be 
its death blow. Whether he seeks 

or escalates the war, the 
wd will continue. Boris 

Yeltsin, the man who defeated Com¬ 
munism. had probably never heard 
of the Chechen quagmire that 
stopped Count Vorontsov, the man 
who helped vanquish Napoleon. If 
only he had read his history bodes. 
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RED WATER 
Major begins to dust down his soapbox 

' j ° prise ana weuare a? 
its landmarks. John Major now believes hf 

2S5e^fily,SLmeasuTe- His central line ol 
^ ^ ***at* however far the policy 

W? “sta^holder sodSy b 
hr>m being fleshed out, the idea itself if 

5,°^ :-ed water between the twc 
graes. Mr Blair'S vision, he says, goes fai 
beyond giving free market capitalism a hu¬ 
man face, ft contains at its core an interven 
tionist philosophy that stands in distinctivt 
^position to Tory beliefs in individua 
atoice and Tory attitudes to the proper rela¬ 
tionship between government and business 

At a breakfast for businessmen at the 
We Hotel yesterday, Mr Majoi 
indicated the positions from which he plans 
to order out his formations. There was the 
fxpected listing of Tory achievements — 
inflation “under more secure lock and kej 
than we have known in ray politicaJ 
lifetime", falling unemployment and the 
boast that more of the adult population art 
now in work than in Germany. He held oui 
the prospect that this year will see a real 
revival in disposable incomes and almosi 
pleaded with his audience to act on his 
passionate conviction that the recession is 
squarely over. 

There was the equally to be expected don’t- 
1 et-Labour-ruin-it theme, as he presented 
Mr Blair’s putative cabinet as a gallery ol 
rogues, untrustworthy on inflation and soft 
on crime, the trade unions and defence oi 
British interests in Europe. A vote for 
Labour would be playing "Russian roulette 
with all the barrels loaded". 

.Mr Blair's stakeholder speech, he argued, 
exposed “the tip of a plan" to impose new 
burdens on business which could not be 
benign in their impact, however skilfully 
they were packaged for sale. He gave one 
overriding reason: that they would make it 
more expensive to hire people. On com¬ 
panies, rather than the Exchequer, would 
fall the costs of Labour plans for corporate 
training levies, a minimum wage and. 

potentially, an unstoppable string of direct 
debits arising from Labour’s commitment to 
end Britain’s opt-out from the European 
social chapter. 

In his speech last November to the 
Confederation of British Industry, the 
Labour leader went to great lengths to 
persuade his audience that ending the opt- 
out contained no risk that “inefficient 
practices" would be imported to Britain 
from the Continent Although he notably 
failed to explain just how this was to be done, 
since much soda! chapter legislation is 
decided by qualified majority voting, Britain 
could, he said, avoid bang bound by direc¬ 
tives it disagreed with. Many businessmen 
have since been further lulled into the belief 
that there is little more to the sodaj chapter 
than is contained in good corporate practice. 

Yesterday Mr Major argued, correctly, 
that this is a dangerous illusion. Business, 
he said, should look not just at what is in the 
soda] chapter now, but at what it could con¬ 
tain in future.. The aim of Britain’s European 
partners was to incorporate their domestic 
social legislation into the soda! chapter, with 
the express aim of eliminating the compet¬ 
itive advantages of lower-cost countries — 
such as this one. Without the opt-out, labour 
costs would inescapably rise in Britain, 
where the non-wage element of the payroll is 
IS per cent, compared with 32 per cent in 
Germany and over 40 per cent in. France and 
Italy. Because the losers would be people not 
in work, this was not just economically 
wrong: it would be “plain immoral”. 

Mr Major is staking his chances on an 
intuition that between now and the next 
election, voters will see and recoil from the 
regulatory fist inside Labour’s velvet glove. 
These are good, but difficult arguments. 
Tory politidans are not the most trusted 
arguers in this regard. They will not easily 
triumph over the image of sodal cohesion 
and common effort that Mr Blair summons 
with such ease. Mr Major knows it. The 
Hyde Park Hotel is not Hyde Park; but there 
was at least a metaphorical soapbox in 
evidence yesterday morning. 

ALL GREEK 
Andreas Papandreou returns to play another set 

The political drama now being played in 
Athens could be defined by using none but 
English words borrowed from Greek: the 
hysteria surrounding die illness of Andreas 
Papandreou shows an^y.fhe Prime Min¬ 
ister’s mania for control, his paranoia and 
hubris, the charisma he still projects over his 
nation and die catharsis his political opp¬ 
onents are attempting to bring about with a 
parliamentary motion of noconfidence. The 
long-term outcome remains an enigma. 

In itself die news that Mr Papandreou is 
recovering after lying 31 for so long is, of 
course, welcome. The man who has domi¬ 
nated Greek politics for a generation was 
said yesterday to have taken a few steps in 
his private ward. Less welcome was the 
news that his wife Mimi, with virtually sole 
access to the stricken politician, used this 
fact to insist that he had no intention of step¬ 
ping down. Her unspoken threat is that he 
will soon recover sufficient strength to deal 
with those turbulent lieutenants who have 
had the temerity to call for his resignation. 

The prospect of the avenging leader re¬ 
turning to full power is extremely unlikely. 
But it has been enough to cower senior 
Pasok officials and paint any moves within 
the party for a leadership contest as treason, 
indeed, Mr Papandreou’s spokesman re¬ 
cently suggested that any move to replace 
the Prime Minister would be unconstitu¬ 
tional. He was. unfortunately, right: under 
Greek law the Prime Minister can be re¬ 
placed only if he is “not present”—a bizarre 

definition that covers both his death and his 
resignatianThe two leading contenders for 
his job have thusattempted to stir a party 
revolt that would make him resign. 

Costas Simitis, a leading internationalist 
in the reforming wing of the party, and Ger- 
assimos Arsenis, the Defence Minister, both 
recognise the damage the power vacuum is 
causing. They have already cast caution 
aside and called for his resignation. But they 
may not sway their colleagues. Although 
even senior ministers such as Karolos 
Papoulias, the Foreign Minister, acknow¬ 
ledge that Greece is drifting, they fear to take 
a step that the Greek public, sentimentally 
attached to a man who triumphed over poli¬ 
tical scandal, marital discord and physical 
illness, might see as opportunist ingratitude. 

They may also fail because of the attempt 
by the opposition New Democracy to force 
the issue with a parliamentary vote. The 
result has been to unite Pasok. But in the 
final act, it may well turn out that Mr 
Papandreou, the founder of Pasok, destroys, 
unwittingly, the political vehicle he created, 
ft appears that no one has dared tell him the 
real state of the party and country. His wife, 
still with delusions of political influence, has 
blocked any suggestion of resignation. Only 
his son George, a junior education minister, 
has promised to speak to his father frankly. 
He should advise him to resign forthwith. 
Mr Papandreou, in health, damaged his 
country's standing; in sickness he should not 
be permitted to damage it further. 

AGELESS THROUGH THE AGES 
How we may laugh at Adam’s ancient curse 

Old age is man’s common enemy — and 
woman’s too. But, because we are living 
longer and feel increasingly vulnerable to 
the pains, expense, loneliness and fears of 
growing old, age is our contemporary 
bugaboo. The battle against aging is for us 
what survival was for our rude forefathers, 
justification for our puritan grandfathers, 
and respectability and inheritance for our 
ambitious fathers. That is why The Times 
exploration of ageless ageing this week has 
hit so many funny-bones so sharply. 

Some pa>ple have told us that they felt 
guilty about being so interested in what our 
Times doctor, Thomas Stuttaford, and our 
other writers have written on this subject 
Take heart These hopes and fears have been 
here before, not perhaps in quite the same 
way but with us nonetheless. From Rem¬ 
brandt’s self-portraits to all sorts of lit¬ 
erature andent and modern, ageless aging is 
an archetype. 

The traditional tragedy of age is not that 
one is old but that one is stiH young in a 
decaying body. Growing up is recognising 
that one’s parents may be as young arid silty 
as oneself — allowing, of course, for their 
age. From the ancient patriarchs to the 
American billionaire who is today funding 
research to make him live for ever, men have 
fussed about growing old. 

By taking constant vitamin C, Linus Paul¬ 
ing survived to 93. From Dr Stuttaford*s 
prescriptions of hormone replacement ther¬ 
apy to foe buttery diet of our Science Editor, 
there are many roads to mitigating age. The 
topic has exercised poets from the author of 

Ecclesiastes, “when the grinders cease from 
grinding”, to Shakespeare, whose sonnets 
are obsessed with foe subject. “Bare ruin’d 
choirs, where late the sweet birds sang" may 
be foe most beautiful line in poetry. But it 
also describes the ageing process in man, 
who arranges hairs across his bald patch to 
pretend this is not happening to him. 

As usual sex rears its head in such elderly 
introspection. Therapists such as Alan 
Coren have their potent panaceas. King 
Solomon and King David led merry, merry 
lives, with very many concubines, and very 
many wives — until old age came creeping, 
with very many qualms. Then Solomon 
wrote the Proverbs, and David wrote the 
Psalms. For our cult ofyouth is not a modem 
curse. Someone asked Sophocles in extreme 
old age how he felt about sex. The first 
tragedian to understand women replied: 
“Shut up, dear boy. I am delighted to be rid 
of all that as though I had escaped from a 
mad and savage master." 

In our own world of ageless ageing, 
anyone over 90 is the outpost sentry. And the 
young folks of 60 fee! that the enemy must 
creep by him before he can come near their 
camp. Obituaries replace births and mar¬ 
riages as the most popular sections in news¬ 
papers for those for whom the years are slip¬ 
ping by, Postumus. Postumus. They gratify 
foe competitive spirit- Those who keep their 
eyes looking out at the world and their 
minds busy stay younger than those putting 
on masks of cosmetic surgery. We might as 
well enjqy old age. It is generally better than 
foe alternative. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 

Realities of a ‘stakeholder’ economy Doubts on method 
of BBC selection 
From Sir Paul Fax 

Sir, Once again, the appointment of a 
new Chairman of the BBC has been 
made by the Prime Minister of the day 
(reports, January 10). As the new 
Charter of the BBC is about to be en¬ 
dorsed by Parliament, it is time m 
change this anachronism. 

May I suggest that a committee of 
senior Privy Councillors should be 
empowered to see a list of suitable 
candidates and in this way -ensure 
that the choice is not left entirely to the 
government of the day. 

Sir Christopher Bland has many 
qualities to commend him as the new 
Chairman of the BBC, but 1 think it 
would have been more reassuring to 
all licence payers had his appoint¬ 
ment been made by a small group re¬ 
presenting all parties. 

ft 
Yours sincerely. 
PAUL POX 
(Managing Director, 
BBC Television 198841), 
Garrick Club. 
15 Garrick Street. WC2. 
January 10. 

Courts-martial defects 
From Mr John Mackenzie 

Sir. 1 am the solicitor with the conduct 
of ex-Lance Sergeant Alexander Find¬ 
lay’s application to the European 
Court of Human Rights (report, Dec¬ 
ember 19; letters. December 28. Janu- 
ary 3). I also have the conduct of a 
number of other applications arising 
from Army and Royal Navy courts 
martial. 

I constantly hear the claim that the 
courts-martial system is fair, f also 
hear the contrary claim. These claims 
are highly subjective. The case law of 
the European court has laid down ob¬ 
jective standards for a court to comply 
until the Convention on Human 
Rights. They seem entirely apposite. 
The British courts-martial system 
fells to comply with them. 

The most important requirement 
under Article 6(1) of the convention is 
that a court should be seen to be whol¬ 
ly independent of the parties. In all 
three Services a court martial is an ad 
hoc tribunal set up by a "convening 
officer” who both appoints its mem¬ 
bers and is the prosecuting authority. 

In a Royal Navy court martial the 
prosecuting arm even appoints the de¬ 
fence advocate, although some inde¬ 
pendent-minded defendants reject 
this representation and apply for legal 
aid for civilian representation. The ap¬ 
plication for legal aid is to the conven¬ 
ing officer. 

This fundamental objection to the 
system hides a multitude of further 
breaches, none of which are address¬ 
ed by the current Armed Forces Bill. 
To do so the Bill would need to pro¬ 
vide for a new structure of courts, with 
dedicated trained staff independent of 
the Services—dearly an absurdity. 

The answer is simple and cheap. 
Most serious courts martial concern 
breaches of the civilian criminal code. 
Pass these cases © the Crown Courts 
and retain a system of low-level disci¬ 
plinary tribunals for purely military 
offences. 

Yours faithfully, 
JOHN MACKENZIE, 
90a The Broadway, 
Southall, Middlesex. 
January 4. 

Home-grown produce 
From Mr fan Merton 

Sir, Your report of January 5, "Su¬ 
permarkets ‘damage British fruit 
growers"’, fails to recognise Salis¬ 
bury's strenuous efforts to ensure a 
greater outlet for British produce in 
our supermarkets. 

Over 500 British growers, large and 
small, have joined our Partnership in 
Produce scheme, which gives them a 
year-round market for their produce 
and helps them to extend their sea¬ 
sons, develop new markets and find 
new. varieties pf produce. 

We sell some 40 varieties of English 
apples and pears during the season, 
the majority of soft fruits, lettuces, 
potatoes and tomatoes which we sell 
during the summer are UK-grown, 
and 90 per asm of our stocks of fresh 
produce that can be grown in this 
country come from the UK. 

Yours faithfully, 
IAN MERTON 
(Director of Produce Buying). 
J. Salisbury pic. 
Stamford House, 
Stamford Street, SE1. 
January 5. 

Elephants in trouble 
From Dr Norman Myers 

Sir. You rejwrt (December 29) that a 
British medical team is to travel to the 
Kiev Zoo to help an elephant with 
toothache, a mission for which contri¬ 
butors have supplied £9500. Would 
that the contributors .could supply 
similar funds to support elephant re¬ 
searchers in Africa, who sometimes 
can hardly afford to fill the petrol 
tanks of their field vehicles. Admir¬ 
able as it is to assist an individual ele¬ 
phant, it is still more admirable to 
help an entire species. 

Yours fai fitfully, 
NORMAN MYERS 
(Consultant in Environment 
and Development), 
Green College, Oxford. 
January l 

From Mr Edgar Parnell 

Sir, Peter Riddell (“Why Blair needs 
more time". January 8) asserts that a 
Blair-led government could come too 
soon. Surety the country cannor afford 
to wait for a genuine “stakeholder 
economy" (report, January 9) as now 
advocated by Blair. 

Irrespective of which political party 
is in power, one of the greatest priori¬ 
ties has to be the elimination of adver¬ 
sarial relationships between the vari¬ 
ous "stakeholders" in our society and 
the achievement of a common pur¬ 
pose amongst diverse in rerest groups. 

Economic activity is not to be left 
solely to investors. Businesses are 
needed to serve the needs of other 
stakeholder groups — consumers, the 
workforce, producers, or a specific 
community. Self-help will have to be 
given much more encouragement, es¬ 
pecially now that both state and muni¬ 
cipal forms of enterprise have been 
widely abandoned. 

Irrespective of the ownership struc¬ 
ture, all enterprises and the Govern¬ 
ment will have to achieve a much fair¬ 
er balance m the allocation of benefits 
between the stakeholders involved. 

Yours faithfully, 
E. PARNELL (Director). 
Plunkett Foundation. 
23 Han borough Business Park. 
Long Han borough, Oxford. 
January 9. 

From Mr Stephen Shaw 

Sir. It may be that my memory is flaw¬ 
ed. but was it not Margaret Thatcher 
who promoted the concept that all citi¬ 
zens should have a stake in the na¬ 
tion's wealth, be it through property 
or share ownership? 

Perhaps there are distinctions yet to 
be explained, bur at first sight foe 
“stakeholder economy" seems to be 
less new Labour than a repackaging 
of new Conservativism. 

Yours faithfully. 
STEPHEN SHAW. 
Lamb Chambers. 
Lamb Building. Temple, EC4. 

From Mr Lett Webster 

Sir. Despite his “whizs-kid" image, 
Tony Blair seems to be something of a 
slow learner. The essence of the Singa¬ 
pore Central Provident Fund (letters. 
January 5) lies firmly in the Singapore 
Government’s commitment to the 
Singapore dollar. The people of thai 
country have been able to entrust their 
money to a government which has 
been successful in maintaining its 
value. 

By contrast, the disastrous decline 
of sterling over the past 30 years 
shows that neither the Tory party nor 
Labour has been able to produce 
strong, firm government Britain's de¬ 
cline can easily be seen in its currency: 
in 1984, £1 was equal to S$3.40, but to¬ 
day tt buys S$220; 25 years ago. £1 
was equal to US$2.40 but today — 
against a weak US dollar — £1 is equal 
to about US$152. 

No-fault divorce 
From Sir Bryan Thwaites 

Sir, The Family Law Bill — enshrin¬ 
ing Lord Mackay’s idea of no-fault di¬ 
vorce — reaches the Committee stage 
in the House of Lords tomorrow; and 
the Government intends that the 
Commons will, in due course, have a 
free vote on the matter. 

May I remind all Members of Parli¬ 
ament, as they search their conscien¬ 
ces, of the opening words of foe 
Roman Catholic bishops' statement, 
released on November 17,1995: 

Rubbishing Wakefield 
From the Bishop of Wakefield 
and the Leader of Wakefield 
Metropolitan District Council 

Sir, Claims by the Tidy Britain Group 
(report, January 5) that Wakefield is 
“the filthiest place in Britain" are quite 
simply rubbish. 

The survey which casts such a 
blight on this fine northern city was. 
as the group has conceded, merely “a 
snapshot of one moment in time". We 
understand that it was based on a 
mere 15 minutes on three separate 
days last May. 

Millions of pounds have been in¬ 
vested over the past three years in re¬ 
furbishing the prednet of our splen- 

Fadal disfigurement 
From Ms M. K. Lacy 

Sir. I was interested to read Veronica 
Kish's letter (January 2) about foe 
stereotyping of fad ally disfigured peo¬ 
ple as villains in films such as 
Goldeneye and Barman Forever. 

Not only films but advertisements, 
too, show discrimination towards 
those with unusual faces, an example 
being the current television advertise¬ 
ment by one drinks company. 

To suggest that only beautiful peo¬ 
ple can drink their product, and that 
those who are not should have cosme¬ 
tic surgery to transform them, is in¬ 
sensitive humour in foe extreme. 

Discrimination an foe grounds of 
race, religion, sex or disability is now 
illegal. To see plain people as fair 
game for a giggle 1, as one with a fa¬ 
cial disfigurement, find quite un¬ 
acceptable. 

Yours faithfully, 
M. K. LACY, 
The Croft. 
High Street. Famingham, Kent. 
January 2. 

So much money has been taken 
from the wage-packets of the British 
people and wasted that foe British 
Government can no longer meet its 
sodal contract, to repay foal money in 
the form of pensions dial keep up with 
foe real rate of inflation. Switching to 
a central provident fund taking 22 per 
cent or more from income merely pro¬ 
vides that much more opportunity for 
government to behave incompetently. 

We can have no more faith in Tony 
Blair than we can in foe current Gov¬ 
ernment. What Britain needs is 
radical change, honesty and realism, 
not fairy tales. 

Yours faithfully. 
LEN WEBSTER. 
48 Marshall Road. 
Oldbury. West Midlands. 
January 8. 

From Mr Victor Black 

Sir. In your main political articles to¬ 
day William Rees-Mogg ("Tactics 
aren't enough to run the country") 
tells us that John Major is no good 
and advises him to say "goodbye" 
and Peter Riddell (“Why Blair needs 
more time'T tells us that Tony Blair is 
not ready to govern. 

Could this be foe beginning of a 
campaign to support Paddy Ash¬ 
down? 

Yours faithfully. 
VICTOR BLACK. 
Lower Farm House, 
Coin Rogers, 
Gloucestershire. 
January 8. 

Electorate’s choice 
From Mr Tony Marlow, MP for 
Northampton North (Conservative) 

Sir, The European single currency 
may or may not be economically bene¬ 
ficial. Its purpose, however, is politi¬ 
cal: the establishment of a single 
European State. Anyone who is In any 
doubt should ask Chancellor Kohl, 
whose ambition it is to do for Europe 
what Bismarck did for Germany. 

Many commentators now discern 
little difference in domestic policy be¬ 
tween Labour and Conservative. The 
difference is elsewhere — between 
those who would risk Britain's future 
as an assortment of client provinces of 
Berlin or Brussels, and those who are 
determined to maintain and extend 
our sovereign independence. 

The electorate’s choice of Members 
of Parliament at foe next election will 
deride which historic alternative will 
be followed. Those interested in true 
democracy must see to it that the 
country is aware of foe nature of the 
derision being taken and the position 
of each and every candidate on this su¬ 
preme issue. 

Yours faithfully, 
TONY MARLOW, 
House of Commons. 
January 9. 

We firmly believe and reach that marriage 
is absolutely essential id the well-being of 
society... marriage signifies and requires 
an irrevocable and exclusive commitment 
by a man and woman to a partnership of 
their whole life... the marriage covenant 
has been raised by Christ the Lend to the 
dignity of a sacrament. 

Nothing could be clearer titan that, 
and one must hope that our legisla¬ 
tors will take heed. 

Yours faithfully, 
BRYAN THWAITES. 
Milnthorpe. 
Winchester S022 4NF. 
January 10. 

did cathedral — an achievement re¬ 
cognised by an Arts Council award — 
ana huge sums are spent annually to 
keep this showpiece dean and pleas¬ 
ant. 

Litter education programmes are a 
priority, but given the tight restric¬ 
tions on council spending, we must 
continue to allocate resources on a 
cure rather than prevention basis. 

Yours etc, 
tNIGEL WAKEFIELD, 
COUN L CROXALL 
(Leader, Wakefield Metropolitan 
District Council), 
Bishop's Lodge, 
Woodfoorpe Lane, 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire. 
January 8. 

Big freeze 
From the Reverend 
E. Philip Schofield 

Sir, When I was a lad milk was deliv¬ 
ered in chums and served from one- 
or ovo-pint measuring jugs. Then 
came bottles and. with them, an unex¬ 
pected delight. On a sharp frosty 
morning the frozen milk forced its 
way above the bottle top. could easily 
be eased out, and was a delicacy to be 
enjoyed — a forerunner of iced lollies. 

No such thing these days despite foe 
sharp frost so many of us have experi¬ 
enced. Among foe many preservatives 
in milk do the authorities now insist 
on the addition of antifreeze? 

Yours sincerely. 
E. PHIUP SCHOFIELD, 
Lantau, S Priory Close. 
Penyflbrdd, Chester. 

Business letters, page 27 

Letters for publication may 
be faxed to 0171-782 504b. 

To catch and cure 
the drink-driver 
From the Chair of the 
Penal Affairs Consortium 

Sir. You report today strong criticism 
of the Court of Appeals derision to 
quash a prison sentence imposed on a 
first-time drink-driver with a high al¬ 
cohol reading. However, Mr Justice 
Sachs’s judgment contains a key sen¬ 
tence: "There are other perfectly ap¬ 
propriate ways of dealing with people 
who drive with excess alcohol.” 

One such way includes courses for 
drunken drivers run by the probation 
service in many areas. These cover the 
medical, sodal and financial effects of 
drunken driving and its potential ef¬ 
fect on accident victims and offenders' 
families. The aim is to help offenders 
to change their patterns of drinking. 

Combined with a probation order 
and disqualification, these courses 
have proved an effective way of deal¬ 
ing with many drink-drivers, includ¬ 
ing repeat offenders and those with 
particularly high readings. The vast 
majority of offenders who attend them 
are not reconvicted of a I coho (-related 
offences. 

Unlike prison sentences, these me¬ 
thods increase public protection by 
helping offenders to become better 
and safer drivers by foe time they gel 
their licences back. 

Yours faithfully. 
PAUL CAVAD1NO, 
Chair. 
Renal Affairs Consortium. 
169 Clapham Road. SW9. 
January 10. 

From Professor K. T. V. Grattan 

Sir, Whilst almost everyone will wel¬ 
come the greater responsibility shown 
by motorists over drinking and driv¬ 
ing. a closer inspection of the figures 
in your report on breath-test failures 
over foe Christmas period (January 3) 
shows that when foe available figures 
are viewed as a percentage of tests car¬ 
ried out, the rate varies from just over 
1 per cent to about 8 per cent, averag¬ 
ing at about 4-5 per cent 

For foe largest available single sam¬ 
ple, from Scotland, the failure rate 
was just over 1 per cent of the 75,735 
tests taken, implying a pass rate of 
nearly 99 per cenL 

Surely such figures imply that the 
era of random testing has actually 
arrived, in spite of protestations to the 
contrary. 

Yours faithfully, 
K.T.V. GRATTAN. 
City University. 
School of Engineering. 
Northampton Square, EC1. 

Amplified opera 
From the General Director 
of English National Opera 

Sir, Following letters from Dr Max 
Prola (December 21), Mr Richard 
Fisher (December 26) and Mr Ralph 
Emery (January 3), deploring the 
sound enhancement used in English 
National Opera's current production 
of La Belle Vivette at the London Col¬ 
iseum, may 1 quote from your review 
of the production published on Dec¬ 
ember 27: "The spoken dialogue, dis¬ 
creetly amplified, is now audible..." 

I assure your correspondents and 
our audiences that ENO does not am¬ 
plify singing or recitatives. Operetta 
demands foe lightest of touches with 
foe spoken word, however, and in a 
theatre foe size of the London Coli¬ 
seum. with almost 2J5O0 seats, dis¬ 
creet sound enhancement is being 
used in La Belle Vivette only for foe 
dialogue, as has been the case in cer¬ 
tain productions for quite a few years. 

Yours faithfully, 
DENNIS MARKS, General Director, 
English National Opera, 
London Coliseum, 
St Martin's Lane, WCZ. 

V & A funding 
From Mr D. A. Callard 

Sir, An entrance fee of £10 would be 
too much for many who might want to 
visit the V & A (article. Arts, January 8} 
but, while charging may not be a solu¬ 
tion to its funding problems, as the 
Director. Alan Borg, claims, it could 
at least be parr of the solution. 

When I subsisted in Paris, ail muse¬ 
ums were free on a Thursday but 
charged on other days. Might not 
some variation of this (£1 entrance 
Thursday, £4 other weekdays, Eb 
weekends) be a compromise accept¬ 
able to all? 

Yours sincerely. 
D. A CALLARD. 
136 Johnston Road. 
Llanishen. Cardiff. 
January 8. 

Post-turkey torture 
From the Reverend Ivor 
E. L Scott-Oldfield 

Sir, The plight of Mrs Miller (letter. 
January 6), who found foe Christmas 
presents she bought going for half- 
price on Boxing Day, brought back to 
me John Gilpin’s comment on his wife 
“that, though on pleasure she was 
bent, she had a frugal mind” 

Mrs Miller could, in future, have 
both foe pleasure in giving, and foe 
frugality of purchasing, presents by 
the simple expedient of celebrating foe 
Epiphany rather than Christmas. 

Yours faithfully, 
IVOR SCOTT-OLDFIELD, 
lie Prior Bolton Street. Nl. 
January 7. 
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COURT 
CIRCULAR 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
January Ith Hie Princess Royal. 
Pres idem. Royal Yachting Associ¬ 
ation. this afternoon attended (he 
London International Boat Show, 
at Earls Court Exhibition Centre. 
London SW5. 

Her Royal Highness, Colonel-in- 
Chief. The Worcestershire and 
Sherwood Foresters Regiment, 
later recehted Lieutenant Colonel 
Mark Jackson upon relinquishing 
his appointment as Commanding 
Officer. 1st Battalion, and lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel Patrick Mercer upon 
assuming the appointment. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
January Itt The Princess Mar¬ 
garet. Countess of Snowdon. Presi¬ 
dent. The Royal Ballet, was present 
this evening at a performance of 
".Manor" at the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, as part of 
the Hamlyn Westminster Week. 

Today’s royal 
engagements 
The Princess Royal, as President of 
The Princess Royal Trust for 
Carers, will visit Leeds Carers 
Centre. Leaning House, Vicar 
Lane, at 11.00: will attend a Fund¬ 
raising luncheon at Direct Line 
House. The Headrow. Leeds, at 
I2.Q& and will visit Shipley Coll¬ 
ege, Exhibition Road. Saltaire. 
Shipley, at 2.10. Later, as Patron. 
Maim Support, will attend a 
meeting of Victim Support 
Merseyside branch. Parish Centre, 
St Nicholas Parish Church, Chapel 
Street. Liverpool, at 5.00. and, as 
President of the British Olympic 
Association, will attend a viewing 
of the film Chariots of Fin for the 
British Olympic Appeal at 
Liverpool Town Hall at 7.00. 

Today’s events 
The Queen's Life Guard mounts at 
Horse Guards at ll^un. 

M Francois 
Mitterrand 
A book of condolence on the death 
of M Francois Mitterrand, former 
President of France, has been 
opened at the French Embassy. 58 
Knighisbridge. London. SWJX 
7JT. Anyone wishing to sign is 
invited to do so on Thursday. 
January 11. and Friday. January 
12. from 10am to 5pm. 

Lavinia Duchess 
of Norfolk. LG 
A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life of lavinia Duchess of Norfolk. 
LG, will be held in die Cathedral of 
Our Lady and St Philip Howard. 
Arundel on Friday. Match I, 
at 230pm. Seats will be reserved 
for official representatives to 
whom tickets will be soil 

Church of Scotland 
Translation 
The Rev William B Ross from 
Fmdochty with Portknockie to 
Alvie & Insdi 
Retirements 
The Rev J a Keith Angus from 
Braemar with Crathie 
The Rev Thomas A Bertram from 
Patna Waterside 
The Rev W J R Hay from 
Buchanan with Diymen 
The Rev Joseph L Leckie from 
Fov. IK Wester with Madderty with 
Mnr.ce 
The Rev Charles A Leggai frwn 
Craieiebank. Dundee 
The Rev David W’ McCn-adie from 
Kirkmabreck 
The Rev Ian W Robertson from 
Cclvend. South wick and Kirkbean 

Anniversaries 
today 

BIRTHS: f I Parmigianino, painter. 
Purma. Italy. 150* Alexander 
Hamilton. American statesman. 
Nevis, West Indies. 1755: Sir 
Charles Hastings, physician, 
rounder of the British Medical 
Association, Ludlow. 1794; Sir 
John Macdonald. Prime Minister 
of Canada 1867-73 and 1878-91. 
Glasgow. 18(5; William James, 
psychologist. New York. 1842: 
George Curzon, Marquess Cunon 
of Kedlestm. Viceroy of India 18®- 
1W5, Kcdkston Hall Derbyshire, 
1859. Harry Gordon Self ridge, 
founder of the London store, 
Ripon. Wisconsin, 1864; Alan Pa- 
ion, writer. Pietermaritzburg. 1903. 

DEATHS: Domenico Ghirlan¬ 
daio. historian. London, 1494: 
Cardinal Pedro Gonzilez de Men¬ 
doza. prelate and statesman. 
Spain. 14*15: Sir Hans Skone. 
physician and collector. London. 
1753: Louis Francois Roubiliac, 
sculptor. London. 1762: Domenico 
Cimarosa. composer, Venice. 1801: 
Friedrich von Schtegd. philos¬ 
opher and historian. Dresden, 
1829: Francis Scull Key. poet. 
Baltimore. 1843: Georges Eugene 
Haussmann. architect who re- 
planned Paris. Paris. 1891;Thomas 
Hardy, novelist and poet. Dor¬ 
chester. 1928: Ca radix Evans, 
writer. Aberystwyth. 1945: Hugh 
Gaitskell. leader of the Labour 
Party I955-6X London. I%3: Shri 
La] Bahadur Shastri. Prime Min¬ 
ister of India 1964-66. Tashkent. 
1966: Alberto Giacometti sculptor. 
Chur. Switzerland. 1966; Rkhmal 
Crompton, author. 1969: padraic 
Colum. poet. Enfield. Connecticut. 
J972. 
Charing Cross station was opened. 
London. 1864. 
Insulin first used successfully in 
the treatment of diabetes. 1922 
King Zog of Albania was de¬ 
throned. 1946. 
The Open University awarded its 
first degrees, 1973. 

Dinners 
Wool men's Company 
Mr Clifford S. Dennis. Master of 
the Woo [men's Company, pre¬ 
sented the Wool men 's Company 
silver medal and prize to Dr 
Geraldine R. Rogers, from New 
Zealand, for her research work in 
wool at Leeds University, at a 
dinner held last night at Painters' 
Hail. Lord Carter was the guest of 
honour and Mr John E. Townend. 
MP. also spoke. Among others 
present were 
Professor C £ R Maddox. Mr Edward 
Sianners. the Upper BalllU of the 
Weavers' Company and the Masters 
of the Clothworken'. Homers', the 
Merchants of the City of Edinburgh 
and the Merchant Taylors or the City 
or York Companies. 
Foundation for Sdnceand 
Technology 
Lord Buttemorth. Chairman of 
the Council of the Foundation for 
Science and Technology, presided 
at a lecture and dinner discussion 
held last night at the Royal Society. 
The Hon Jonathon Hjrritt Mr J.G. 
Span and Sir Crispin Tidorll were 
the speakers. 

Appointments 
Mr Christopher Meyer to be 
Ambassador to Germany in 
succession tn Sir Nigel Broomfield, 
who will retire from the Dip¬ 
lomatic Service early in 1977. 
Mr Mkhad Jay to be Ambassador 
to France in succession to Sir 
Christopher Mallaby who will be 
retiring from the Diplomatic Ser¬ 
vice in July. 

Latest wills 
Mr Nicholas Peter Val Firming, rf 
Nettlebed. Oxfordshire, the au¬ 
thor. journalist and farmer, son of 
Peter Fleming and Celia Johnson, 
and nephew of Ian Fleming, left 
estate valued at £5,928554 net. 
Other estates include (net before 
taxi: 
Mr Geoffrey Harry Lancdon An¬ 
drew. of Liverpool.E2.ffcS.H22. 

School announcements 
Arnold School, 
Blackpool 
The Centenary Spring term began 
on Thuraday. January 4. and will 
end on Thursday. March 25. The 
Entrance Examinations will take 
place on Saturday. February 10. 
and the Scholarship Examination 
on Thursday. February 15. 
This term’s Centenary events in¬ 
clude: the Reebok Rugby match — 
1st XV v Sionyhurst on Wednes¬ 
day, January 17; a Piano Redial by 
international celebrity and Ola 
AmoWian. David Wilde, at 
Lvtham Hall cm Saturday. Janu¬ 
ary 27, with the Lord Lieutenant of 
Lancashire. Sir Simon Tawneley, 
as the Guest of Honour the 
Prefects' Dinner at Lancaster Cas¬ 
tle on Thursday, February & the 
Oxford and Cambridge Dinner in 
the Old Hall Queens' College. 
Cambridge, on Saturday. Feb¬ 
ruary 17: the Junior School Foot¬ 
ball and Hockey Tournament on 
Saturday. March 2: the Senior 
Debate with Guest Speakers 
Michael Jack. MP. and Harold 
Ellelson. MP. in the School Me¬ 
morial Hall on Saturday. March 9; 
a Sponspersons' Dinner with 
Guest Speakers Sebastian Coe. 
OBE, M P. and John Sevan (Woles 
and British Lions) ar the Winter 
Gardens on Friday. March 15; the 
CCF Inspection by the Duke of 
Westminster on Friday. March 22 
the Giris' Seven-a-Side Hockey 
Tournament on Saturday. March 
23. a School production of an Old 
Tune Music Hall on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. March 26 and Z7. in 
the School Memorial Hall During 
half-term (February 19-23) the ju¬ 
nior rugby teams will tour in 
Ireland. Holland and Spain. The 
UI6 Girls' Hockey Team (North of 
England Champions] win compete 
in die AO-England Uib National 
Schools' Final on Wednesday. 
March b. Miss Sally Marsden. 

LLB. Mr Kevin Thibet and Mr 
Keith Caranch. LLB. are now 
members of the Governing Coun¬ 
cil. Mr Jimmy Armfidd, Vice- 
Chairman of foe Council. has been 
awarded an honorary fellowship 
by the University of Central 
Lancashire. 
Arnold School is a registered 
charity which exists for the edu¬ 
cation of children. 

Dean Close School 

The Arts Educational 
School, Tring Park 
The School is celebrating its 50ih 
Anniversary at Tring Park by way 
of a special reception for all former 
students and staff. This will be 
held on Thursday. February J. 
1996, at the Theatre Museum. 
Cavern Garden. For details and 
tickets telephone the School on 
01442 82425S. by January 25. 

Clifton High 
School Bristol 
Term started on Tuesday. January 
9. with Victoria Barnard contin¬ 
uing as Head GirL Entrance and 
Scholarship examinations for the 
Senior School will be held on 
Saturday, January 20. and for Ok 
Sixth Form on Tuesday. February 
6. The Junior Department will 
stage Joseph and The Amazing 
Technrcolour Dnamaxu on 
March 26 and 27. 

The Lem Tam begins today. Mr 
AJ. Reid begins his second tom as 
successor to Mr B.K. Wilson as 
Second Master. Marie Pihkns is 
Captain of Hockey and Charlotte 
Moger will be the Captain of 
Netball. The Ninth Colin Shenait 
Reded will be on January 23 and 
Open Day will be on February 3. 
The Music Scholarship Auditions 
will be heWm February 8 and the 
Academic Scholarships from 
March 4 to 6. Tbe Under 15 girls’ 
hockey side will take part in the 
British Aerospace National Final 
on March 7. The Old Decuman 
Games' Day will be on March 22. 
The Bishop of Gloucester will 
conduct Confirmation on March 
10 and term ends on March 27. 

Jn the Michaelmas term, Mr 
Derek Howard-Orchard, the 
I^redor of United Energy pic, was 
the Guest of Honour at The 
Bollinger Club on November 27. 
chaired by Claudia Mastennsn. 
The Fourth Douglas Graham Lec¬ 
ture was given by Mr John 
Jennings, the Chairman of Shell 
Transport ami Trading Company, 
and entitled The Oil Challenge’. 

Ail England Schools* Lacrosse 
Tournament is cm March 5. St 
Michael* Hospice will (fold a 
Cheese & Wine Evening in school 
on February 27. The Choir will 
perform Handels Messiah at St 
Wilfrid's Church. Harrogate, at 
230pm on March 28. Half lenri is 
from February 10-18 and term ends 
on March 29. 

Headington 
School Oxford 

Harrogate Ladies’ 
College 

Cnlford School 
The Spring Term began yesterday. 
The David Anderson Memorial 
Redial will be by The York Waits 
on February 4. 'rite Choral Society 
Concert on March 17 will feature 
works by Haydn. Handel and 
Monteverdi. Tom Stoppard’s 
Rosencmntz and Guildenstem 
an Dead wifi be performed an 
March 26-2SL Term ends on March 
29. 

Harrogate Ladies' College opened 
for the Spring Term on January 9. 
Entrance tests for September 1996 
take place on January 15. Dr 
Margaret Hustler, presently 
Headmistress of St Michael'S 
School Oxted, will take up her 
post as Headmistress of Harrogate 
Ladies’ College on September 1. 
1996. The Ski Trip to France will 
leave an February 9 and the 
History/French Study Tour to 
Normandy leaves on April 20. The 
Scottish Open Lacrosse Tour¬ 
nament is on February 24 and the 

Term began on January 10. The 
Annual General Meeting of the 
Friends is on Friday. January 26. 
The Under 14 and Under 16 
Netball teams as County Cham¬ 
pions and the Under 19 as runners 
up will take part in the Smith 
Tournament an Saturday. January 
27. Entrance Examinations for LVI 
will take place rat Monday. Feb¬ 
ruary 12. There will be a Careers 
Evening, on Tuesday, February 13. 
The European Theatre Company 
wfl] perform Ionesco'S La htgon on 
Monday, February 26. Lent talks 
wj]] be given by Mrs Newton. 
Bkxtham Project. Right Rev J.V. 
Taylor. Rev N. Brewin and Rev V. 
Slater. In the Lecture Series "To¬ 
wards AD 2000" Dr Susan Green¬ 
field wiD speak on ’'Exploring the 
Brain" on Thursday, March 7. The 
Boat Qub wiB take pert in the 
Schools Head on Friday. March 
15. The Right Rev R. Harries, 
Bishop of Oxford, will take the 
School Confirmation an Sunday. 
March 17. The International Club 
Committee will produce To Kill a 
Mocking Bird, on Thursday and 
Friday. March 21 and 22 The 
adjudicator in the House Music 
Competition on Tuesday. March 
26, will be Peter O’Brien. Term, 
ends an Wednesday. March Z7. 
The Chamber Choir wiD be on lour 
in Venice from Thursday. March 
28. until Monday. April 1. 

Jason Connery, the actor, 
is 33 today 

Birthdays today 
Mr Graham Allen. MP. 43; the 
Right Rev JA. Baker, former 
Bishop of Salisbury. 68; Mr J. 
Rashfeigh Belcher, thoracic sur¬ 
geon. 79; Sir Alan Bowness (life 
peer). 68; Sir Robin Cation), civil 
servant 73: Mr Henry CfcdL 
racehorse trainer, and Mr David 
Cedi, racehorse breeder, 53: Mr 
Neville Duke, former test pitot 74: 
Mr AA Gray, former chairman. 
Wellcome Foundation. 84: Mr 
Brian Moore, rugby player. 34; Sir 
Alasuir Morion, chairman. Euro¬ 
tunnel. 58; Lord Newton, 46: Sir 
Anthony Nutting, former MP, 76: 
Mr Jim Perris, Governor. Worm¬ 
wood Scrubs. 54: Mr Bryan Rob¬ 
son, footballer-manager, 39: Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John Rogers, t& 
Mr Arthur ScargilL trade unionist 
5& Mr John Sessions, actor and 
comedian. 43; Air Commodore Joy 
Tomblin. former director. WRAP. 
70: Mr R.C Tress, former Master. 
Birkbeck College. 81. 

Lord-Lieutenant 
The Earl of Scarbrough has been 
appointed Lord-Lieutenant nf 
South Yorkshire in succession to 
Mr James Hugh Neill, who will 
retire on March 3P. 

Appointments 
in the Forces 

Royal Navy 
Commodore R.T.R. Phillips to be 
promoted id Rear-Admiral and id be 
Assistant Chief of Defence Staff 
Operational Requirements (Sea Sys¬ 
tems) in succession to Rear-Admiral 
J .A. Tnewbjr in May. 
The Army 
BRIGADIER- A P Gram Pfeterkin - 
TobeDMCM. 4.1.96: AW Lvwis-To 
UKMILREP Brussels. 8.1.96: J J 
Keeling - To be Comd Arty I (UK) 
ArmdDiv HQ&Sig Regt 10.L9fcJ F 
Dcpasquafc -To Mol Sns (G), 9.1.96. 
COLONEL: K P Olteflv - To MOD. 
3.1.96: DC ftuker - To JHQ JT.2l.96c 
M P Sclbj - To MOD. 3.196: T M 
Fitzalan Howard-To MOD. 3.1.96: C 
P Woodhouse-To HQ bit 8.1.96: M F 
N Mans - To MOD. S.1.96. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL R M 
Andrews AAC- To MOD. 21.96: C D 
McKKanpR Signals-To RSdiSgs. 
3.1.96: P J J Kington R Signals - To 
MOD. il.96. G R leach R Signals - 
To be CO 3 lUKl Div Sig Regt 7.L96: 
Sir Andrew Ogihy - Weddcrtwm BJ 
BW - To CATC. 21.96: D E Row- 
Unson R Signals - To MOD. 21.96:1 
Watera AGC (Pro! - To HQ UKSCIG). 
21.96: R I Webb-Bowen LD - To 
MOD. 2J.96-. K Best GH -To MOD. 
8.1.96:1 Fbxley R Signals -To MOD. 
8.1.96; A D Harking RE-To be CO21 
Engr Regt/7 HQ Sqn. 8.1.9fc R R 
Jamnxes RA - To he CO 10! Regt RA. 
8.1.96. R J Knighi PWRR - To be CO 5 
PWRR. 8.1.96. G Meakin R Signals - 
To MOD. SLl.tifc P J Oldfield R 
Signals -To beCO ?0 Sig Rep.8J.96: 
J R W Pullirgcr Para - To LSF 
Angola. 8.1.96. JW RTboroe RE-To 
be CO RHQ 38 Engr RegvSZ HQ 
Sqn. 8.1.9b: C W Oitn Kings - To 
MOD. 8.1.96 
Retirements 
BRIGADIER: D H Roberts Late 
RE ME. I Cameron RMP. 
13.1.96. 
COLONEL K E Pads Lai: RADC. 
31.1295: 1 O Crosse La:e RAMC 
4.1.96. P M Lea: late KAPC. 
Royal Air Force 
Air Marshal Sir John Allison to be 
pronwKtf Air Chief Marshal and 
to be Air Uffrcer CXcmnanding-in- 
Chief Lrgistics Command/Air 

Member for logistics from March 
8 in succession to Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Michael Akoek. 
Air Vke-Marchal G A Robertson 
to be promoted Air Marshal and to 
lx Chief of Staff and Deputy 
Ctommander-in-Chief Strike Com¬ 
mand from March IS in succession 
to Air Marshal Sir John Allison. 
Air Vice-Marshal PTSquire to be 
promoted Air Marshal and to be 
Deputy Chief of the Defence Staff 
(Programmes and Personnel) from 
February 9 in succession to 
lieutenant General the Hen Sir 
Thomas Boyd-Carpenter. 
Air Commodore Jon Ford to be 
chief of the Air Cadet Organisation 
in succession to Air Commodore 
Peter Stean who is retiring from 
the RAF. 
Air Commodore P J Scott. Air 
Commodore J H Haines and 
Group Captain D M Jones to be 
ADCs to the Qoeen. 
Air Commodore CJ Sharpies to be 
Honorary Htyadan to the Queen 
Air Commodore i G McIntyre to 
be Honorary Dental Surgeon to 
the Queen. 

AIR COMMODORE: A E Neal - HQ 
18 GP. 5.1.96: J A F Ford - HQ UAC 
121.90: R V Morris - HQ AWC. 
121.96. 
GROUP CAPTAIN: G G Cuflington - 
HQ No J1 Gp. 5.1.9b. 
WING COMMANDER A R 
Hildagc - RAF Rudkx Manor. 3.L9b: 
A T Smyth - RAF Kintass. S.1.96; N 
McGonigfe - MOD. &I.9K P J 
Hibberd - Washington. 21.96. J M 
Crutckshank - HQ STC. H-1.96; R M J 
Winning - HQ LC. 8.1.9* N R 
Chandler - HQ LC London. 81.96; A J 
R Davenport - tCAOC Kaikar, S.1.96: 
J B fiihb - HQ LC Londbn. &1.9fc A T 
B Wilkinson - HQ LC Brampton. 
S.1.96 
Reurenmts 
GROUP CAPTAIN: A J Fairetsuhcr. 
1.1 9b; M J White. 21.96: C J Rove. 
11.1.96. 
WING COMMANDER: R A Soo¬ 
ty. 8.19b 

Church 
news 

Appointments 
The Rev Canon Derek Brown. 
Priest-in-charge, Epworth: to be 
also Rural Dean of Axhohrw 
(Lincoln}. 
The Rev Andrew Coe, Assistant 
Priest. St Martin w St Andrew. 
Birmingham: to be Priest-m- 
charge. St Bernard, Hamstead 
(Birmingham). 
The Rev Mkhad Goater. Vicar, St 
Augustine’s. Erektiffe. Sheffield: to 
be abo Assistant Post Ordination 
Training Officer (Sheffield). 
The Rev Ranald Hart. Team Vicar. 
Church of the Good Shepherd. 
Aylesbury (Oxford): to be Rector. 
Broughton Gifford. Great Chal- 
field and Holt St Katharine 
(Salisbury). 
The Rev James Hawkins, Vicar, 
Bus bury w Wellington Heath 
(Hereford): to be Priest-in-charge. 
An caster Wilsford Group 
(LmCnln). 
The Rev Angela Hughes, Assistant 
CUrate. Kidderminster St- Maty 
and All Saints w Trimpley. 
Franche, Broad waters and Upper 
Artey (Worcester): to be PriesMn- 
charge. GQmorton w Pcatiing 
feirva and Khnoote cum Walton 
(Lriccster). 
The Rev John Lowen. Chaplain in 
Prison Service to be West-in- 
charge. Long Sutton (Lincoln). 
The Rev Paul Luck: to be Assistant 
Priest, w responsibility for Holy 
Cross, Inns Court (Bristol). 
The Rev Gillian MacKichan, 
NSM. Upper Kennel Team Min¬ 
istry: to be Team Vkar. Upper 
Kennel Team Ministry 
(Salisbury). 
The Rev Anne McCormkk. Assis¬ 
tant Curate. Sts Mary and Nicolas. 
Spalding: to be NSM. Sts Mary 
and James. Grimsby (Lincoln). 
The Rev David McCormick, Assis¬ 
tant Curate. AO Saints. Hnlbeach: 
to be Team Vicar, St Hugh’s. 
Grimsby Team Ministry (Lincoln). 
The Rev Pti trick Safes, Vicar. 
Herne: to be also Pricst-tn-charge. 
Hoath (Canterbury). 

Forthcoming 
marriages 

Mr R.E. CoCehan 
and Miss H.M. Orosz . 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert, younger son of 
Mr and Mis Philip Cotehan, -of 
Hillingdon. Middlesex, and 
Hannah, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Andrew Orosz. erf Putney. London- 

Mr A^LCorefl '. 
and Miss N.F. Lervjr 
The engagement is announced 
between Alexander, sort of Mr and 
Mr David CovriL of Oielsba, 
London, and Nina, daughfer of foe 
late Colonel Keith Lervy and of 
Mr Keith "Lervy. of; Burnham, 
Surrey. „. 
Mr R.PJ. Doubts 
and Mbs S J. Edgefode 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert, son of Mr 
Joanna Donlan. and Sarah, 
daughter of Mr Mary Edgedate 
and iRutenant Cdond William. 
Edgedale. 
DrA.du’Gay 
and MbsNJC Cowie 
The engagcnient is announced 
between Antony, son of Mr and 
Mr P. diTGay. of Ascot. Berk¬ 
shire, and Niotda. elder daughter 
of . Dr and Mr J.. Cbwje. of 
Horrabridge. Devon. 
Mr AA- Eagkstone 
and Miss CJ. Pearce 
The engagement is announced 
between Aay. second son of Mr 
and Mr Keith Eagkstone, of 
Ttrfey. Gkwcestershiie. and Clare, 
second daughter of Professor and 
Mr John Pearce, of Leicester. 
Mr R.D. Green 
and Miss RAJ. WHUams 
The engagement is announced, 
between Roddy, son of David and 
Arm Green, of Snittfegarth. Ireby, 
Cumbria, and Rosalind, youngest ■ 
daughter of Wyndham Williams 
and of Gillian Williams, both of 
London. 
Captain RD.W. Hall 
and Miss SJ. Conning 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Duncan Hail. 
Argyll and Sutherland High¬ 
landers (Princess Louise's), son of 
Mr and Mr R.C. Hall, erf Link 
Bookham. Surrey, and Sara, 
daughter of Mr D.GJ. Conning 
and the late Mr Gwen Conning, 
of Lyddington. Wiltshire. 
Mr R.W.O. Head 
and Miss SJ. Howgcgo 
The engagement is announced 
between RoDo. younger son of Mr 
Frank Head, of Gnuria Spain, 
and of Lady Lewinton and stepson 
of Sir Christopher Lewinton. of 
Letcombe Bassett. Oxfordshire 
and Sophie, younger daughter of 
Mr and Mr John Howgego. of 
Goodnestone. Kent. 
Mr S J. Henderson 
and Miss AL. Coles 
The' engagement is anrawnced 
between Stuart John, son of Mr 
and Mr John Henderson, of 
Clifton, Bristol and Alexandra. 
Louise, youngest daughter of Mr 
and Mra Tony Coles, of Clifton, 
Bristol. 
MrMJ*. Kefljr 
and Miss BA Bracfahaw 
The engagement is announced 
between. Matthew, son of Mr 
Patrick Kelly, trf Henky-on- 
Thames. Oxfordshire, and of Mr 
Ruth Kelly, of St Mawes, Com- 
walL and SallyAnne. ekfcr daugh¬ 
ter of Dr John Bradshaw. MBE. 
and Mrs Bradshaw, of Glaston¬ 
bury, Somerset 
Mr D- Levine 
and Miss S.E. Davis 
The engagement is announced 
between Daniel eldest son of Mr 
and Mr Maurice Levine, of 
London and Td Aviv, and 
Samantha, elder daughter of Mr 
and Mr Norman Davis, of. 
Mtissidon. France, and London. 
Mr N.H.M. Price 
aad MissC Uewdlya 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas Henry Maurice, 
son of Mr and the Han Mra Peter 
Price, of Winchester. Hampshire 
and Gdina. daughter of Mr 
Charles Llewellyn, of Leigh. 
Surrey, and Mra Nova William¬ 
son. of Stratford St Andrew. 
Suffolk. 

MrT.D. Lyons 
and Miss A Dufly 
The engagement is announce*! 
benvrenTnnottiy Davklyounger 
son of Mr and Mra David Lyons, 
of Linton. West Yorkshire, and 
Annette, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Frauds Dufiy. of East 
Kabritta Strathclyde. 

Mr RJL McArthur 
and Miss U.Wdr 
The engagement is announced 
between Rubin, youngest son of Dr 
and Mra Hugh- McArthur, of- 
Woodhouse Eaves, Leicestershire 
and Luanda, daughter of k® 
Mr David Weir and of Mra 
Noreene War. of East Horsley. 
Surrey. 
Mr RJ. Merriwcather 
and Miss R.C Assi . 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, son of Mr and ■ 
Mr JJ3. Merriweather, of Col¬ 
chester, and Rafladla, eldest 
datffihier of Signor and Signora G. 
Asa, of Milan, Italy. . ... 
Mr AJ. Ord 
aad Miss SXL Garfand 
The engagement is announced', 
between Andrew, son of Mr and 
Mrs Bernard Old. of Nunthorpe, 
Yorkshire and Sarah, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Garland,.of- 
Salisbury. Wiltshire. 
Mr NJ. Percy 

. and Miss J.L. Hazyott .- 
The engagement is- announced. 
between Nicholas, elder son or Mt 
and Mrs John Perry. ' of 
Bidbaroagh, Kent, and Jane, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mr John" 
HaryottofMey Street. Berkshire. 
Mr RAJ. Rothciy 
and Miss LJ. Warrington 
The engagement is announced., 
between Andrew, elder son of 1 
Brigadfor and Mr R.C. Rothery, 
of Gifford. East Lothian, and Lucy.. 
eldest daughter of Mr and Mra 
R.G. Warrington, of Shepley. West- 
Yorkshire. 
MrTGM. Santini 
and Miss JJML Hoiburd 
The engagement is announced 
between Tim. son of Mra Dawn 
Santini and the late Mr Moreno 
Santini of Chelsea. London, and 
Joanna, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Christopher HulburcF, of 
Wingham. Kent. 
Mr N.R. Shaw 
and Miss AC Jones 
The. engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, eldest soq of Mr 
and Mrs Gordon Shaw, of Reigate. 
Surrey, and Alison, youngest 
daughter of Mr and Mra Robert 
Jones, of Cardiff, South 
CHamugan. 

Marriages 
Mr JJL Godwin-Austen 
and Miss M.C.D. Cavmder 
The marriage took plaice on Sat¬ 
urday at ST Andrews, Dowtish 
Wake, Somerset, of Mr Jonathan'. 
Godwin-Austen, to Miss Miry- 
Cavender. The Rev John Tyler 
officiated, assisted by the Rev. 
Keith Turner. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was 'at¬ 
tended by Richard Beaumont, 
Afina ftaiorinl Georgia and- 
Louis Gare-Langton and Pru 
WateRttme. Major Charles Craig- 
Harvey was best man. 

The reception was held at the 
home of the bride and die honey¬ 
moon '.wflf be spent in the 
Maldives. 
Mr AR-Korn 
and Miss MJ. Blakdey . - - 
The marriage took place quietly in 
Norwich, on December 22. be¬ 
tween Adam Richard, elder son of 
Mr and Mr Alan J. Korn, and- 
Mefissa Jane, elder daughter of 
Mr and Mr John Blakdey. 
Mr CD. Riches 
and MissV. FDsefl 
The marriage took place on Janu¬ 
ary 2 in Wilmington, USA be¬ 
tween Mr David Riches and Miss 
Vikki Filsdl of Putney. 

Legal appointment 
Mrs Mary lna May has been 
appointed as a foil-time chairman of 
Social Security. Medical Disability, 
and Child Support Appeal Tribunals. 
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FAX: 0171 481 9313 
TV law of dm Lord Is perfect 

and revives Use m The 
Lord's 
Cause a makes Or sluivta 

DEATHS ! DEATHS 

PttCm 19 - t m 

BIRTHS 

CAJtEY-YARD - On Jawianr 
com. to soma UrfePrtoa) aad 
Timothy, three beatatiral j 
daughters. Claudia. 
Itowwua and Katrlan. 

cnOfTOW . On sm January, 
k unary (Ma TworO and 
Johan, a non. William RcOaf 
MaBiy. a broOwr car HarrtaL 

fOY - On January Wl to Lara 
in*e LaSnh-wood) and jmB. a 

own EM - On 10CB January, 
co Aanabei ente Davies) and 
Tody, a dattfdar. Alaiamna 

■AMKEH - Peace*ally on I 
January mi. Alan much > 
knol tuntnoid of Dorothy.; 
betavad lather. arandlaBMr 
and trut-gramUJUtr.! 
Service at Dana* Suntey; 
Marne. WoUno. on January 
120i id S pbl Interment at 
Sttbiwry Cathedral in be, 
arranged (ring 01483: 
772364 for deiatla). No! 
llowen. donadam if wlebed. '■ 
to mend* of Dm Elderty. «‘ 
Ehury Street. London SWX., 

BUHTT - Sidney William I 
gaum away on 8th January 
1996 aged 70 mn Sa«y 
missed by his family asm 

DEATHS DEATHS 

many 12th January at st. 
Helen's Chareb. Benson. ( 
11.30 am. FeanUy flowers 
onto Po—Beds tf desired to 
Or. Bmurdo'i or RAF. 
Bansvolenl Fund c/o 
Howard OksMd Funeral 
Sarvics. Clock House 
Cottage. Benson Laos. 
Crowmarsh. Wallingford. 
<014911 

Gordon. Mach loved tnoawr 
of JM» and grandmoewr of 

Welwyn Cardan cay. ManeL | 
widow at to Kwn Htka 
cat rac. Mtmdi 

. Mil 

aged 71 cm January 7th 
1996 at The Royal Free 
Hospital after a shorl but 

Marts ! MILLS - On January » at 

Randolph Stuart MDte DJF.C- 

at the Park Cnanatortu_ 
Aldershot, al a JO pa on 
Monday January 

Cm tele Aim. Funeral al 81 
Peter's Church Tewin cm 

112 

and Wfnctteeter. Funeral 
Service at Southampton 

DEATHS 

8th aged 89. Funeral at 
Woking Crematorium on 
Monday ISOi January at 

Ruth. 

OUDM - Air Commodom 
Oswald endoa CJLC. (ted 

HAMMOND - On Janaary 
Eta at The Portland HoaoOaL 

formerly TetL wife at RW. 
Barron and mother of 
Nicholas Adrian, oowsdand 
Christopber Ten. on 6th 
January. 

• I PauL 
CO via Ctetr* Monica, 

HIGOS - On 8th January j 
1996 at The Portland 1 
Hospital, to Marcia lute 

tor Lea 
MciCEE - On 2801 OKantwr 

m Otrtnany. to RacM wk 
Sloan) and James, a son. 
Oliver Alexander King, a 
tamner for Jamie and Santa. 
Deo Gnsoas. 

PANTOJS - On December 
11th. to Lucy and David, a 
sea. Chines Peter Henry. 

IUOPICK - On January 3rd. ! 
to Sarah and Graham. 1 

■UL - Proressor R.P. 
(Ronnie) Bell. FBS. died 
nsacefOfly on 9th January 
1996 al the KtngNiai Wstoft 
Honaa. Leeds, aged 88 year*. 
Htotsnd of Margery. 
o/MlOiad. Honorary fttkrw 
al BaUM GoOege. Profsasor. 
SttrSna University 1967-76. 
Fao«ni at uvaiwne 
Crematorium. Leeds, on 
Monday 20n& January at 13 
noon. No flowen. otease. 
Donations, u desired, to 
mends of toe Lata DWrtct. 
No 5. Yard 77. Htghoate. 
KendaL CobM. LA9 4£ZX 
tnquirte* to Wm Dodmen d, 
SOB. irl <0113) 2096809. 

n#e Downes, suddenly on; 
January 4th at Che jhnws! 
Pagrt HoeWtaL Cwlefloa. 
Great Yarmouth. Funeral 
Tuesday January 16th at 
lOma at to Peters Roman 
Catholic Church. Comma 
FBwtn or dutiaaimp far St 
BaniHHM Soasor c/o Arthur 
jary a sow. mk 

January aged 80. Much . 
loved hmbmid of Jody and 
dear father of Bob and! 
MJCHML Funeral at Holy ; 
Trinity Church. Market . 
Street. Cambridge on' 
Wednesday 17th Isnuei to . 
7.30 pm. No flower*., 

Sent Welwyn. Herts, Wb 
lOtOStf) 714686. 

Lane. NWit. on Monday' 
lan January at laJK) m. 1 
Donations to Cancer I 

at 12 noon. Flowers or 
donation*, if desired, to 
RAF. BnmKM Fond e/a 
Jaa Steel A Son. Cheall 
House. Winchester. 8023 j 

COtfSLCY - Robert Andrew 
John on 4tti January 1996of 
Sheffield All enoufrtoe to 
John Heath a Sens (Oita) 
2722222. 

RAF BemdaS ran 

BKM - On January 9CL 

0*1- rSULD, AJLCA. 
on JOwy 7th 
12mm. lowing heateand of 
Jackie and much loved 
teaser or Sue, vte.j— and 
Jane. Private cremation 
followed by Service of 

FtaMs. London WC2A JPX.; 

KMMUV - Ctaaitae Herbert i on 6th January 1996 id 

HAL - Kathleen Helen 
“Toppy- on 22nd December 
i*96 aged 96. Serrtce of 
5«»8wn* In SaHdbusy 
Cathedral at 2.50 pm on 

father of RoMn a.< 
grandfather of Lucinda, • 
SepHe aad dfie a ptfvsm ' 

much love ay remay and j 
(7lends. Funeral at ! 
Her com be Crematorium. 
8alh on Monday 22nd I 
January. 11.20 am. A I 
Memorial Service wlU he 
hrid hi St Andrew** Church. | 
OothrBbnro. Sweden nn I 

flowers hot donations IT 
desired to Maatonane* of 
Charity c/o Alan Turner 

itewnhin rode Bonafl) 
beloved wife of the late 
watferQ Scon CNo. tneoier 
of Roger. Gillian and 
Jonathan, grandmother of 
Hnota. Nicholas, Jinn. 
enwopMr. Timothy and 
sumo. Fhnsrar Service ar 

January 2*ili at 3 pi 
Fsnugy Dcnegrs gray 

i» 

Gracgr and Rosannah. 
WAITE - To Dawn (n4e 

PhktI and Robert, a son. I 
James FrodcrtcSi Weldon, on I 
New Year's Day. j 

wm MAMS-On 2nd January' 
in UvenoaL to Raffed <n6« 
Biittii; ana Sracr. a 
btnuaftd daughter. QBfaMlta 

DEATHS 

ASHTOM-ttetodShawcrom, 
widow of Ben. died 
peacefully at Hornby 
Tuesday January 9th 1996. 
Service and toterment at 91 
ManyuoTs Churefe. Hornttr. 
nr. La Dealer. Saturday 
January 13th at 1 pm. 
enquiries PreUW Ireland 
Bowfcer, M C2MBud SteeeL 
Lancaster, tel: (01824) 
39606. 

■OWMAH - On otn Jammy . 
at SMrenam Hosptai after a i 
Brier Illness. Robert E. f 
nterryi Bowman aged 98. 1 
much loved rnatmad of Jo 1 
tor 61 years, father of Jan - 
and Margaret, grandpa of ; 
tons, Robert. 88L Kate and j 
Peler. Cremation at . 
Worthing Gmatertwn an ■ 
ISA January at 12AO pm. . 
No flowers nieese. All l 
enqmrfea lo FA Holland A ) 
Son. Terminus Road. 
Utnebampton. taL i0i9O3i i 
713999. J 

PAOTOM-IHIRMBID - Ian 
Douglas on Bth January. 
p»m:rftdhr al Oum Mary's 
university HoiMUi. 
Roehampcon. aged 80. 
rounding father and Bret 
Cnecrmm of Scope, formerly 
-me Spastic* Society. 908 
fSters Organisation 

at a Pur's Parteh QnsrtL ! 
toba»m. Kent Rowers or i 
donatiaiu :o R.N.L.I. If ‘ 
desired c/o Ord-Hume : 
Funeral Services. UA ■ 
Quarry Hill freed. . 
Tonbridge. Kant TN9 ZRS. ■ 
101732) 563746. 

Fnente or FVtabury 
Chorea c/o R. 
r/t>. vnw Moose 
Smear TV7 4AO 

DEATHS 

SWBMABt - Bryan EdWfai. 
C.B.E.. former Assistant 
Director General of The 

Awaiytoi. 199*. miovod 
huMbead or me late Hsrta. 
CaOtar at Carotyn. taxxhar of 

end Sophie and MbcrteHnw 
of Jeremy. Reauttra maaa at 
St John* Church. Lowick on 
Meodny 18th January at 12 
soon. Fanny Oowars coty. 
DonaUoM VdteBradto wwd 
« Trust Fund. Wanshecfc 
Hoantal c/o Opoa«nuve 
Funeral Ssurvh.es. Tweed 
House. Tweedmoutn. 
Parwieh unen Tweed this 
ZAA. 

THANKSGIVING 
SERVICES 

FLEYDEU-SOUVniI - - 
Louise. A TbankMlvtng 
Service wm be held al St 
Mlchaar* Church. Chester 
Sonar*. SW1 on wtodnmday 
January i7xh at 3J» pm. 
Family Oowars only pleaae. 
rimwnunu. U wished, to Mrs 
'Ursula ogy. Creator London 
Fund for the Bund. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Howurrr - Memt asm 
Beloved tmvhend of Molly j 

Cranutorttun Pentiand! 
Chanel. Cdlnbureh. onj 
Monday .(Japmffyjtldm at J 

wan Cerebral Paayj. The 
Lime FeundaUon and 
Puadliifrtc nsaatth tins as 
Cuy'a Hospital. Adored 
husband ot Margaret 
Kathleen, krrtng father of 
Judfita and Andrsra and Qn> 
first wife Margaret, now 
deceased) Anne. Sarah. 
Deboran and toe late 
Rosemary A graaSy beloved 
Orel tier. uncle and 

Barbara, a much loved 
mod. sunt and gnUand 
Cremation at Putnay Vale 
CrvaMles'iua on Tuesday 
jamiivyi88iatt2nooa.No I 

grandfather. Privaia 
cremaDon and funeral in 
Kew on Wednesday 17th 
January. Tnanhsotvliig in 
coural London fur aB who 

HA VIROAL - On Jamxary 7th 
1996. Betty Mar* fade 
Hapworth) who of Che (etc 
Rev Donald Havergal at < 
Yatton, Avon, and mother of : 
Margaret. RKltarti and ■ 
Andrew. FBMnt Service St, 
Mary's Church. YaRan. 
Monday January 15th at 
Ham. No flowers please. ' 
SXmanona 2 denied co St - 
Mary's Restoration Appeal • 
c/o The Rector. I w«j Lana. ; 
Yacuta. Avon B819 <KT. 

and ranch loved tahar to Sue i 
■ndCaroi Psi nnawaym— 
aw mast at Ha famdy on 
Janaary toh. hr wabesaCBy 
ndased by the many «wr 
knew fctav FasaQy flowme 
only. Cone Dons to fanur 
Raaearch e/g H.C, 

Bey aged 77 rears. 
Died suddenly on 3rd 
January In Ms hciovad 
Madeira DnMMnitf 
Jovee. oowr or Andrew and 
grand grandpa at Same. 
Adam. Sarah and Emily. 
ResMwted founts Its! and 
author. "A very special 
man", service ut City or 
London Crematorium on 
Saturday 13® January at 

I rtttLFS ■ On ilimiw 7th 
1996- Bata fcOxahath tote 

of WIDow ■ 
I of Cawiln. LU anautrlaa 

steoeetoF-A. HoSandABon. 
Terminus Road. 
UUdHteMU. M: (01905) 

' 719939. 

HUttNCl . 
Mafooim M b e. Died j 
peacefully on 9® January 
mm 94 to Nairobi Kenya. 1 
emeynhau by ramRyana 

23 BoUnabrook Grove. { 
London SWU SEN. I 

nowars hut denanoaa S 
araundb' meervad tor 7)w j 
urns Foondanon. m the tat 
bntence for me inolhar and 1 
batty rmr procea. c/o Ttaa . 
LRSe FouadaBoo. iZ Part j 
Oraaccre London win 4&q. i 

DR HAE3NG WONG 
The Directors of foe Main BotnJ of The W. HaJoag 
Gtood announce with great sadees fhat their Group 
Chairman and Fensasem Govensmg Director - Dr. 
Hairing Weoi; CBLE. LLD. (HonJ passed 
PcaorfiiQy on 9fo January 1996 at 7 JO am, Hoag 
Kong time. 

LB MAY - ton January 
1996Mary Enabath La May 
eowim. feme, naaearuay at 
Creham House N arsine I 
Homs, wile ham. Onaean. I 
Widow of Cars La May and , 
dtetfBH- of aw teat Or. John j 
dart womb at 
Funeral Service at j 
Eascbourn* Creuatonnm, 
Mato Chanel on Monday. 
22nd January at 12.18 sol 
Family Rawwre only, j 
donation* to Sm Ryder: 
FquHdadno c/o Ham* A San . 
Lid.. 19 SouUi Street. 

(he Nettana! Heart and Lung 
toMBMe. Dow Heim SimL 
SWX 

NCMMTT - PMHCt Cvetyn 
DSO. TD. ftearrfidly on Sm 
January 1996. Dcarty loved 
tmaband of the We jm and 
bel«v*d father to DovM. 
Clare, Sarah. John and 
dearly loved grenofafber. 
Private eratanpeu momA 
tat Thanksgcvtng Sendee at 
Snath Ha rung Church on 
Monday isth January at 
2.SO ncn. No flower*. 
Donations to Cancar 

. Relief/Kino Edward Vll 
Honpttai, MkSmraL Sartara 
Agar Ward. AS cneutrlm e/a 
UT. Ufiton. North Street. 
MMftOnt <017301 813264. 

FBSTCHA8D - Suddenly on 

tth 
peace rtUly at Ashcead 
Huadtaf Jttuky, wflaoTOM 

niaiUauHtnu Sarvtce » be 
MM later. Donations to 

DfCCMARD - On am January 
iWd. newfimy in noastw 
attara ahert fUnrw. KaChtewi 
VvnMca tote BreenX WB ha 
cwKS wdiiiB w Watty aad 
fnaMs. Enquiries t» 

I teL CO* asm 8626*8.' 

Baedca. swrouc. Dontfaa 
Allwoad-devoted luabatio of 
Kathleen and a beloved 
father and grandfather. 
Funeral Service ar St 
Mteted* Church. Be Odea. 
on Tnaadty Jmawy 16to at 
12 noon. No flawm hy 
regnal but donations- a 
dwired for St Mlchaei*a 
Ctnaxh. BMdaa. c/o Harvey 
Bree_ Funeral Directors. 
Newgate, Kirby Cane, 
Bungay. Saftott. NR3S 2PP. 

SWIFT - On Jtatovy dth. 
neacafully (n her Mten 
Margot May tote PurdoaL 
Author me at The "SuMM" 
Snote. AOad S3. Beloved 

Funeral at Kino's Lynn 
Cremator Mm on TUaadey 
January iflh at to am. no 
BOwws gt—a Donations, tt 
dates, to ma RJUJCL c/o 
John Uncoca. aooiwudc. 
Hmamncn POd SAX. 

THOMSON . Oeoro* on 
January 4th 1996. Died 

remartable and fan Ufa. 

Chan. Oanty Inad'or'ite 
family. He wtil he aaiBy 
missed, by them and his 
many friends. Funeral 
Monday ism January 4 pm 
4t Randalls Park 
Crematorium. LatteAwd. 
Saner, newnm by 2 m to 
0*0". AS Gbngrovn Rom. 
WtoiteSdev. Surrey. 

WILSON ' Suddenly 
Saturday sotb December 
199B al Klaos CoU«ge 
Hospital John L. wttaSn 
CJagOaoedTB yearn, beloved 
Bmmar of George ana uncla 

. and GraaMJndela fBanSy n. 

General Secretary of 
NATIVE ma Joint Ovnvral 
Saanarv Of BETA, wm be 

■ NanmaraiatUa 

WOODS - Frances Kite.. 

tovnddauohar of me late li. 
CoL and Mm GXL Woofo of 
Camberley, peacefully on 
6th January. Aged 84. 
Funeral at Woking 
Crematorium at 3 pm 
Thwsday ism JShUKy. 

IN MEMORIAM- 
PRIVATE 

WOMAN - Dorothy Irene 
dMd HO January 1993, 
Sadly lurem by ter fainQy 

DtMtRAMT - Bdra E. Pmuul 
and family would lUm to 
amreo thetr cramnde to aB 

. the colleagues and friends 
who attended the flanara] of 
“ Chief Ftre Ocneor CA 
Durrant for an ihatr vmeert 
and Ompalhy. 

mcmanus - otaiwm ad 
all the MCMaan family, 
would like to thank aU 

IWudi aad coPeeiiuoa tor 
Mr kind danadom lo Bw 

:".?V3 

V jJjgs 

>'r.' 

1 *• "i- 
_ ijii* . i.-5 . 

-yc ' 

- --j-.*-. - 
;rt!OK7' 

• • - • 

jvsioivr.-- .. - 
- • 

iii- 

afcae-'rt -■ -iVistf?: 

HE • V.-.-1.W ’ 

-■ -..-.v-jri.irir-.:. 

— 
'.V1 - . -r\ 

vc. . 

: hi n.- ■ . 
Tjr.Vii.V J.- 

■ • , 

ce:.v •. 

. ;?iy 
^ -.*.ri -.- 

3 fciaiv- 
• - . ..l&U. 

2 sw *. 

't. C-T '.- 

?jw-' ; y 

2BDUr. .' 
v 

•Scrr-*-.- 
- t.-ai* 

'•v* : ■ • 
, ;,4W^... 

sr ^7;," 
vr:.- 

tpSo.: :... • 

'User 

• •• • 

■« ! y,-v....... ' •' 

-• -. rf- V-V • 

■auKsa’- • : A 

'•“EiEo • - • .-. JLi'rr 

■^91 C3l!,-; :t. ■ *-: -te n *>... 
“‘iuljteni.. • ■ V . 

nw-' 
• • . .... 

' 
>3 Ul 

Or?,-a* , • - VrSt'jf 
. ' . .-f 

V^VrT^~~- 

rr- -har' 

Hr S ON A- 

tick? is- 

n* %HJ£. 

tey 1,3 Hi.;:; v - ■ 

|§- •iJCKinx" 

>a memory of Owen, in' 
■edition the f anally were 
much MUM hy the wf 
larw number of Maaa cards 
received. - - 

iva byi--. ., 
. i-.T’if •?-, 

birthdays 

■las._4l 

DOMESTIC A CATERING 
SITUATIONS. 

IMAMtete vtert. 8H terete TUS 
.oral 7ta tiaa; 

yrvrrm 

MUSICAL 
instruments 

nw Buy aae-Bijeor 
-to 7i a-inaem 

TUITION* COURSES 

-tett i>h» b an Ha aeaa _ 



r:f; Ftm 

■>!on 

THE TIMES THURSDAY JANUARY 111996 

Obituaries 

IictuU 

fMion 

alh of 
1 { :^h 

Processor J. P. Kenyon, 
fBA, 17th-centnry 

historian, died In 
Norwich on Janoaiy 6 

*g«d 68. He was born in 
Sheffield on June J8.1927. 

JOHN KENYON was one of 
the leading English historians 
of the 17th century. He quickly 
achieved an international rep¬ 
utation and held many distin¬ 
guished posts on both sides of 
the Atlantic. In Britain he was 
a university lecturer at Cam¬ 
bridge, and held chairs at the 
universities of Hull and St 
Andrews; in the United States 
he held a visiting professor¬ 
ship at Columbia University, 
1959-60, and was Distin¬ 
guished Professor of Early 
Modern British History at die 
University of Kansas. 1987-94. 

By his early fifties Kenyan’s 
achievements had been recog¬ 
nised by an honorary degree 
from Sheffield, a Fellowship of 
the^ British Academy, and the 
invitation to give the Ford 
Lectures at Oxford — still for 
many historians the ultimate 
accolade of their professional 
careers. 

John Philipps Kenyon first 
established his reputation at 
Christ’s College, Cambridge. 
He was one of a long line of 
distinguished historians 
picked and promoted by Sir 
John Plumb, the doyen of 
Christ’s historians for the last 
50 years. Historians of the 
calibre of Rupert Hall. Barry 
Supple, Rank Spooner. Neil 
McKendrick. John Burrow, 
Quentin Skinner, Norman 
Stone, Geoffrey Parker, Eric 
Stokes, Simon Schama, Clive 
Holmes, David Cannadine, 
Linda Colley. Joachim 

Lincoln Kirstein. 
founder and general 

director of New York (Sty 
Ballet, died in New York 
on January 5 aged 88. He 
was born in Rochester, 

New York Stale, on May 
4,1907. 

A MAN of formidable intellec¬ 
tual gifts and determination. 
Lincoln Kirstein was active in 
many spheres of artistic and 
literary life, but his chief 
monument will be the founda¬ 
tion and nourishing of New 
York City Ballet, which he saw 
grow from frail beginnings 
into one of tire world’s greatest 
dance companies. With that 
achievement went the facilitat¬ 
ing of George Balanchine’s 
career as the finest and most 
influential of tins century’s 
choreographers. Kirstein de¬ 
fined their relationship with 
the words; “We never had a 
contract, we never had a 
quarrel, we never had much 
discussion. We just got on with 
what had to be done." 

Kirstein had a profound 
moral sense of the contribu¬ 
tion that art should make to 
society, and saw in the disci¬ 
plines of classical ballet (he 
abhorred most modernists) a 
force char could give people 
richer and better fives. A tail, 
craggy man. stem in appear¬ 
ance and always dressed in 
dark suits, he looked like a 
successful lawyer. But there 

PROFESSOR J. P. KENYON 

O < 

isfv 

Whaley. Niall Ferguson and 
many others were launched 
on their successful careers by 
Plumb’s patronage and sup¬ 
port at Christ's. Kenyon was 
one of the first of the Christ’s 
stable to make his mark but in 
many ways he was an atypical 
product of the Plumb school. 

He was less radical and less 
secular in his sympathies than 
the typical Christ’s historian. 
Mare significantly, he was 
more of an outsider than most. 
Like Plumb himself, but un¬ 
like most of his protgggs. 
Kenyon was a product of a 
grammar school and one of 
the old civic universities. He 
was educated at King Edward 
VH School, Sheffield, and then 

at his home city university. 
When he arrived at Christ’s 

in 1954. Kenyon quickly cast 
himself in the role of college 
sceptic and bluff Yorkshire- 
man. His dismissive sniff and 
characteristically heavy sigh 
soon became his immediately 
recognisable signature tune in 
Christ’s Senior Combination 
Room. In college meetings he 
invariably sat himself as far 
away from the college power 
bosses as possible and sniffed 
his disapproval from the dark¬ 
est comers of the room. 

In fact, the provincial out¬ 
sider pose was as much an act 
as a reflection of reality. 
Kenyon was quickly offered 
all the posts he could reason¬ 

ably have wanted. He was 
appointed to a university lec¬ 
tureship within a year of his 
arrival in Cambridge and 
became in quick succession a 
college lecturer, director of 
studies, and junior proctor. 
And. by his early thirties, he 
had been offered and accepted 
a chair at Hull where he was 
to stay for the next 19 years. 

His rapid promotion was 
amply justified by his scholar¬ 
ly output. He made his reput¬ 
ation at Cambridge by 
publishing in the same year 
both his major research mono¬ 
graph Robert Spencer Ear) of 
Sunderland (still in many 
scholars* eyes his best book) 
and his influential general 
study of The Stuarts. They 
were both published in 1958. 

His subsequent publica¬ 
tions consolidated his reput¬ 
ation but did not advance it as 
much as he would have liked. 
He published eight substan¬ 
tial books during the course of 
his career, never leaving die 
confines of the English 17th 
century except for his more 
general survey of British histo¬ 
riography in 7he History Men 
(1983). In this book, he aimed 
for the wider audience he had 
reached as a book reviewer for 
many years on The Observer. 

His general history reviews 
for The Observer allowed him 
to demonstrate that, for all his 
curmudgeonly pose, his public 
judgments were both elegant¬ 
ly written and remarkably 
generous. His prose reflected 
his beautiful, precise calligra¬ 
phy far more accurately than 
the bar-room bluffness he 
often adopted in person. 

The elegant prose did not 
come easily to him. Those who 

LINCOLN KIRSTEIN 
was kindness and generosity 
in his nature, and his heart 
burned with a consuming 
passion for his chosen work. 

Lincoln Edward Kirstein 
was the son of a man who had 
risen from beginnings as a 
travelling salesman to become 
a partner in the leading store. 
Fflene’5. Their circumstances 
were comfortable, and the 
boy’s uncertainty about a 
career was indulged. 

His early ambition was to 
become a visual artist but he 
found himself without the skill 
to satisfy his own developing 
standards. However, at Har¬ 
vard he was one of the 
founders of the Harvard Soci¬ 
ety for Contemporary Arts, 
which organised exhibitions of 
Picasso. Matisse. Braque and 
American artists including Al¬ 
exander Calder and 
Buckminster Fuller. Its work 
has been seen as the forerun¬ 
ner of the Museum of Modem 
Art in New York, which was 
started soon afterwards. 

Kirstein and his college 
friends also started a literary 
and art quarterly. Hound & 
Horn, which had a good 
reputation but ran at a loss for 
seven years. Thanks to these 
activities he met many artists, 
writers and benefactors whose 
help later proved valuable; his 
older sister Mina had already 
introduced him. during a teen¬ 
age visit to London, to the 
Bloomsbury Group. 

Kirstein"s enthusiasm for 
ballet began as much from 
written accounts and picture 
books as from his limited early 
experience, but he did see the 
Diaghilev Ballet in Europe 
and took some ballet classes 
from Foltine. Having met 
Romola Nijinsky, he helped 
her substantially in writing 
her biography of her husband 
Vaslav and getting it pub¬ 
lished. 

By 1933 Kirstein had come 
to the idea that America 
needed its own ballet company 
and that the best way to 
achieve this was to invite one 
of die greatest Russian bailer 
masters to run it After hesitat¬ 
ing between Massine and 
Balanchine, he chose the 
latter apparently because, al¬ 

though then less established 
creatively, he impressed 
Kirstein by his grasp of the 
possibilities. Kirstein was able 
to call on some of his friends to 
put up money to begin the 
venture. 

Balanchine famously insist¬ 
ed that a school must be the 
cornerstone, and they opened 
the School of American Ballet 
at the beginning of 1934. when 
he and Kirstein were both still 
in their twenties. Before the 
year was out. the students 
were publicly performing the 
first version of one of Balan¬ 
chine’s best ballets. Serenade. 
But it was by no means plain 
sailing. During the 1930s the 
American Ballet had its artis¬ 
tic and financial ups and 
downs, including a tempestu¬ 
ous, brief, but memorable 
period as resident company to 
the Metropolitan Opera. 

During this time Kirstein 
also ran a sister company. 
Ballet Caravan, specifically to 
foster young American chore¬ 
ographers. Two of the works 
he commissioned for it. Filling 
Station and Billy the Kid, 
hoth with books by Kirstein. 
have survived. Early in the 
Second World War the two 
companies merged briefly for 
a South American four. But a 
hiatus followed while Balan¬ 
chine had to find work else¬ 
where and Kirstein’s US 
Army service took him to 
Europe. He had enlisted in 
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kAroly gr6sz 
were taught by him will 
remember his waste-paper 
basket overflowing with drafts 
which had failed to meet his 
exacting standards. They 
looked all u» perfect in his 
crisp italic script to deserve 
rejection. But rejected they 
were, as Kenyon restlessly and 
gloomily sought the apt 
phrase and the appropriate 
judgment. It seems a strange 
coincidence that the two liter¬ 
ary stars at Hull University in 
the 1960s and 1970s - Philip 
Larkin and John Kenyon — 
should each have been such 
fastidious wordsmiths and 
such derided misanthropes. 

Kenyon could be a rumbus¬ 
tious companion — especially 
in his cups — but few things 
seemed to give him true satis¬ 
faction or real contentment. A 
grim pessimism was his char¬ 
acteristic mood. He drank 
heavily for many years and in 
later tife both nis figure and 
his health suffered as a result. 
He overcame the effects of 
cancer of the bladder in his 
early sixties, but his weight 
had taxed his heart for many 
years. 

When he retired from his 
chair at Kansas and returned 
to England, there were hopes 
that his gloom might lift. His 
acceptance of an honorary 
research fellowship at the 
University of East Anglia and 
the evident satisfaction he took 
in his editing of 77ie Oxford 
Illustrated History of the Eng¬ 
lish Civil Wars suggested that 
a more serene period lay 
ahead. Alas, his sudden death 
has dashed such hopes. 

He leaves his widow Ange¬ 
la, a son. two daughters and a 
stepdaughter. 

the Corps of Engineers, be¬ 
came a dispatch rider, and 
later served notably in the 
Monuments. Fine Arts & Ar¬ 
chives Office, rescuing works 
of art stolen by the Nazis. 

In 1946 he and Balanchine 
founded die Ballet Society, a 
producing organisation for a 
subscription audience, from 
which New York City Bailei 
grew two years later. Within 
another two years Kirstein 
had negotiated a long summer 
season for the company ar 
Covent Garden, and exchange 
productions with Sadler’S 
Wells Ballet. This helped to 
consolidate its reputation at 
home and since then, through 
all vicissitudes, the company 
has never looked back. 

Kirstein all this while con¬ 
tinued other activities. He was 
a prolific author (including 
navels and poetry) and editor, 
besides producing American 
operas and organising exhibi¬ 
tions of American an. The 
most influential of his books 
were probably the polemical 
Blast at Bailer, Movement 
and Metaphor, an attempt to 
define the aesthetics of dance: 
and a lavish history of the first 
three decades of New York 
City Ballet. He also, during 
the 1940s, founded and ran 
Dance Index, a scholarly but 
lively magazine, and helped to 
introduce American audiences 
to Japanese music and theatre 
by taking Gagaku and the 
Grand Kabuki to New York, 

Having made New York 
City Ballet possible in its 
beginnings, and overseen its 
growth and move to the pala¬ 
tial new State Theatre at 
Lincoln Centre. Kirstein final¬ 
ly helped hand it on to a new 
generation after Balanchine's 
death in 19S3. His reward for 
this was six years later to be 
pushed ignominiously out of 
his post as general director of 
the school and company, fol¬ 
lowing some disputes within 
the organisation — his occa¬ 
sional brainstorm, and per¬ 
haps a manic-depressive 
tendency, upset some financial 
supporters. However, he re¬ 
mained loyal to his offspring, 
and firmly defended Balan¬ 
chine’s successor, Peter Mar¬ 
tins from some recent 
tendentious criticism. 

Kirstein married, in 1941, 
Fidelma Cadmus. There were 
no children. 

KAroly Grosz, former 
Prime Minister of 

Hungary and General 
Secretary of the 

Hungarian Communist 
Party, died from cancer 

on January 7 aged 6S. He 
was born in 1930. 

RULING Hungary briefly in 
the late 1980s. just before the 
collapse of communism. 
KAroly Gr6sz was to die in 
unloved obscurity. Yet there 
were moments at the height of 
his power when it looked as if 
he just might save Hungarian 
communism, and make of it 
something more or less accept¬ 
able to the Hungarian people 
Instead, he witnessed its near- 
extinction in 1990. and the 
return to power without him 
of the more flexible of his 
former comrades as democrat¬ 
ic socialists four years later. 

Karoly Grosz was bom into 
a working-class, politically- 
minded family in Miskolc, at 
the heart of Hungary’s heavy 
industrial belt. He was 14 
when the Red Army arrived in 
1944. and 18 when the process 
of turning Hungary into a 
one-party state was complet¬ 
ed. The Communists needed 
malleable young working- 
class activisis. Grdsz had the 
right age and background to 
make his way in a Communist 
Party which gradually came to 
dominate all initiative in Hun- 
gary. 

The 1956 Revolution faced 
him, tike ail his compatriots, 
with a fundamental choice 
between communism and na¬ 
tionalism. The vast majority 
turned against the Commu¬ 
nist Party’, which disintegrat¬ 
ed within a matter of days. 
Grtisz stayed loyal to it, and 
did his best to fight the 
“counter-revolution” in Mis¬ 
kolc. But it was Soviet inter¬ 
vention, not the efforts of 
Hungary’s Communists, 
which destroyed the country’s 
new multi-party government, 
and which established in pow¬ 
er a reconstituted Communist 
Party led by Janos Kadar. 
Grosz joined the new party. 

He was to spend his whole 
career in its service, the first 
twenty years in a series of 
appointments along the bor¬ 

der, scarcely marked in the old 
communist system, between 
journalism and propaganda. 
Success in a series of positions 
led him to the party's own 
ideological propaganda de¬ 
partment, with hopes of at¬ 
taining real power at the 
party’s heart. But in 1979, 
perhaps seen as over-thrust¬ 
ing, he was banished to run. 
the party in Borsod County, in 
his own part of the country. 

Grosz used his years in 
Borsod to build a position for 
himself as a party heavy¬ 
weight The early 1980s were a 
time in which Janos Radar’s 
mildly reformist and consum¬ 
er-oriented communism was 
manifestly running our of 
steam. In intellectual circles 
there were hopes of pushing 
reform further, even a glim¬ 
mer of hope that in time the 
party's monopoly of power 
might yield to something bet¬ 
ter. Gr6sz stood for a different 
constituency: heavy industry, 
the working class, those of its 
members who had done well 
out of communism. Accounts 
came back to Budapest from 
Borsod County of a party boss 
who was wrapping himself in 
the national flag, was rough- 
spoken, dismissive of intellec¬ 
tuals. and somewhat anti- 
Semitic. 

In 1984 Grosz brought some 
of this aura with him when he 
was promoted to lead the 
party’s Budapest district struc¬ 
ture. And in 1985 he took them 
into the Political Committee 
itself, the inner sanctum of the 
party leadership. 

Within the leadership Grosz 
found profound uncertainty. 
Communism was drifting to¬ 
wards the rocks. Grdsz advo¬ 
cated tough political measures 
to control the situation and. at 
the same time, radical eco¬ 
nomic reform. Kadar, old and 
wary, was unwilling to back 
either, but in 1987 he made 
Gr6sz Prime Minister. De¬ 
spite Grbsz's efforts the drift 
continued, until in May 1988 
Kadar was driven from the 
office of Genera] Secretary 
thai he bad held for 32 years, 
and Grosz took his place, 
keeping also the office of 
Prime Minister. 

It was Grosz’s chance to be 
his country's Gorbachev, but 
it came fatally late. He did his 
best, with demonic hard work 
a relish for hard derisions and 
a blunt honesty of expression. 
He learnt hard lessons quick¬ 
ly, and his old-fashioned com¬ 
munism yielded to new 
realities. While trying to pre¬ 
serve political discipline (with 
a toughness that won him few 
friends) he opened the econo¬ 
my to a return of capitalism to 
Hungary and embraced pri¬ 
vate initiative. 

But the other communist 
leaders wanted to move faster. 
They hung Grosz’s past and 
his reluctance to accept a 
multi-party system round his 
neck. In early 1989 he was 
driven to share power with his 
rivals and then gradually to 
cede it to them. When, in the 
autumn of that year, the party 
renamed itself the Hungarian 
Socialist Party it was left to 
Grbsz and a small band of 
apparatchiks to continue to 
stand for communism. They 
were wiped out in the free 
elections of March and April 
1990. 

Grosz was quietly married, 
and had two sons. In the flesh, 
he struck foreign observers as 
coarse and even brutal, but 
realistic and honest. He came 
up in hard times through a 
hard system and achieved 
power too late to wrestle 
successfully with the problems 
that were overwhelming the 
party to which he had devoted 
his life. There will be little 
affection, but some respect, for 
his memory. 

THE MACKINTOSH OF MACKINTOSH 
Lachlan Mackintosh, 

OBE, The Mackintosh of 
Mackintosh, died of 

myeloma on December 26 
aged 67. He was born on 

Jane 27,1928. 

A LOYAL and respected repre¬ 
sentative of an ancient Scottish 
aristocracy. Lachlan Mackin¬ 
tosh was the 30th chief of his 
clan. His declared aims were 
to serve the Highlands, his 
Queen and his country, and 
these he was to achieve with 
distinction. As The Mackin¬ 
tosh of Mackintosh he dedicat¬ 
ed nearly forty years of his life 
to the wellbeing of his ances¬ 
tral domain, his clan members 
and his tenants. 

He developed a clan muse¬ 
um in the grounds of May 
Hall, his lochside ancestral 
seat set among the mountains 
and moorlands of Inverness- 
shire, and there he hosted an 
annual clan gathering and 
Highland sports fair, which 
became a prototype for many 
later such events. Mackintosh 
also travelled extensively, to¬ 
gether with his wife, on behalf 
of the clan and his stalwart 
sense of duty and strong 
opinions — “be wrong with 
conviction” was his phrase — 
combined with a humour and 
modesty to earn him the 
esteem of the far-flung mem¬ 
bers of his clan. 

Lachlan Ronald Duncan 
Mackintosh was not, however, 
brought up in Scotland. He 
was bom in Ca/nberiey, the 
son of a vice-admiral, and 
went to the Royal Naval 
College. Dartmouth, from 
where he went to sea, serving 
in 1951 as flag lieutenant to the 
First Sea Lord and, later, in 
the Royal Yacht Britannia. 

However, with the sudden 
death of his father in 1957, 
Mackintosh inherited the tide 

of Chief of the Clan and six 
years later, retiring from na¬ 
val service, he moved to Moy 
Hall where he became immed¬ 
iately involved in local life. He 
participated wholeheartedly 
in local government and in 
1971 was appointed Vice-Lord 
Lieutenant for Lochaber. In¬ 
verness. Badenoch and Strath¬ 
spey. In 1985 he was promoted 
to Lord Lieutenant. 

Mackintosh was also vice- 
president of the Scottish Con¬ 
servative and Unionist assoc- 
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iation, 1969-71, and from 1990 
to the time of his last illness he 
was chairman of roads and 
Transport in die Highland 
Regional Council, a job which 
was no sinecure — the area of 
land involved, although rela¬ 
tively sparsely populated, cov¬ 
ers roughly one third of 
Scotland. He was appointed 
OBE in 1972. 

Lachlan Mackintosh is sur¬ 
vived by his wife Celia, whom 
he married in 1962. and by a 
son and two daughters. 

AUSTRALIA: PRIDE 
AND SHAME 

If the Continent of Australia be in one 
respect the glory, it is in another the 
reproach of England, considered as a 
great colonizing country. This remark 
will be abundantly made out if we 
consider, first, the colonies which we 
have planted, and, secondly, the discov¬ 
eries we have made. On the extreme 
South-West of the continent we possess 
the colony of Western Australia, or. as it 
used to be called. Swan River. This 
settlement, remote in its geographical 
situation, and not very much favoured 
in the quality of its soil or the 
indentations of its coast, is the only 
colony to which transportation is still 
continued. Passing over a long and 
dreary interval of coast without har¬ 
bours or rivers, we next come to the 
colony of South Australia, and its 
capital. Adelaide-a territory circum¬ 
scribed in extent and lying rather far 
aside from the great highway of ocean 
commerce, but possessing a fertile soil, 
vast mineral resources, and a Govem- 

ON THIS DAY 

January II, 1861 

The British Government was here 
criticised for not opening up the interior 
of Australia, leaving it to individuals: 
but first the leader writer thought a 

brief geography lesson was needed. 

mail apparently better administered 
and more stable than that of any other 
member of the group. Adjoining South 
Australia to the East, and occupying the 
extreme South-Eastern comer of the 
continent, lies the colony of Port Phillip, 
or Victoria, the best known of the 
Australian colonies-a land of pasture 
and of gold, of rich soil, many harbours, 
and containing the loftiest range of 
mountains in Australia. North of this 
lies the colony of New South Wales and 
its capital. Sydney, the most ancient of 

our settlements, though somewhat over¬ 
shadowed as a gold and wool producing 
country by the unprecedented progress 
of Victoria. North of this again is the 
newly founded colony of Moreton Bay, 
or Queen’s Land. When we consider 
that these settlements have ail been 
planted by this country since the 
conclusion of the War of Independence 
of America, and all but one since the 
year 1828. we cannot but feel admiration 
and astonishment at so extraordinary 
an instance of vigour and success. It is 
the work, not of our Government, but of 
our people, and is only another instance 
of the singular aptitude of the English 
race for combined enterprise, and' the 
facility with which they overcome the 
most appalling difficulties. But if we 
compare the number of our settlements 
with our geographical knowledge of the 
vast continent, we shall find as much 
reason for humiliation as we have just 
shown for pride: for the knowledge 
which we possess of Australia is. when 
compared with our settlement ludi¬ 
crously small... 
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v NEWS A 
Israelis hail Husain peace trip 
■ King Husain of Jordan became the first Arab monarch to 
visit Tel Aviv and he won the hearts and minds of the 400.000 

inhabitants of this most Jewish of cities in a way which boosted 
the chances of peace in the Middle East. 

in the most dramatic personal gesture since President Sadat 

of Egypt arrived in Jerusalem in 1977 and engineered the 
beginning of the end of old hostilities, the Jordanian leader 
defied the enemies of peace from the extreme of both the 
Jewish and Islamic communities-Page 1 

Terry Venables to quit as coach 
■ Terry Venables is to stand down as England football coach 
after the European championships this summer to concentrate 

on a series of court cases arising from his dispute with Alan 
Sugar and allegations about his business dealings.Page 1 

Back from the dead 
Daphne Banks, the woman vho 
came back from the dead, said 

that she felt fine as the doctor 
who had declared her dead 
apologised.Page I 

Balloon let-down 
An American balloonist's attempt 
to circumnavigate the globe came 
to grief off Canada. Steve Foss eft, 
a Chicago banker, managed to 
land his one-man balloon. Solo 
Challenger, on a field in New 
Brunswick after taking off from 
South Dakota...Page I 

Blair on attack 
Tony Blair claimed that John Ma¬ 
jor had abandoned one-nation 
politics with his rejection of the 
Labour leader’s vision of a stoke 
holder society-Page 2 

Hell not so bad 
Traditional images of hdlfire and 
damnation are wrong, says a 
Church of England report which 
criticises some past teachings Tor 
frying to frighten people too 
much_—Page 3 

Air fighf escape 
Four crewmen ejected to safety 
when two RAF jet fighters collid¬ 
ed while apparently engaged in 
mock combat at about 800ft over 
Lincolnshire-Page S 

Bypass battle 
Work on the Newbury bypass 
was abandoned for the second 
day running when protesters 
overcame guards-Page 6 

Situations vacant 
More than 130 high-street recruit¬ 
ing offices are to close after the 
Ministry of Defence derided to 
advertise Armed Forces vacan¬ 
cies in jobcentres.Page 8 

Health drive 
A drive to reduce unnecessary 
Caesarean sections was launched 
by Stephen Darrell, the Health 
Secretary, as part of a campaign 
to saw £1 billion being wastixl on 
ineffective treatments.Page 9 

Tory debacle 
Conservative Central Office was 
blamed for the debacle over a 
black parliamentary candidate 
who will be deselected for lying 
about his past-Page 10 

Hostage crisis 
Russian troops ringed a convoy of 
buses carrying Chechen gunmen 
and dozens of captives on the 
border with Chechen ia on the 
second day of a hostage seizure 
thai has thrown the Government 
into crisis_Page 11 

Rocket seized 
The rocket launcher thought to 
have been used in Tuesday's 
deadly attack on a crowded Sara¬ 
jevo tram was confiscated by 
French Nato forces   Page 12 

Budget talks 
Republican leaders were explor¬ 
ing radical strategies to advance 
their “revolution" after the break¬ 
down of budget negotiations with 
President Clinton-Page 13 

Top of the form pub prize 
■ The headmaster of a comprehensive school was criticised for 
offering pub luncheon vouchers as form prizes. Bob Salisbury 
of the Garibaldi School, Mansfield. Nottinghamshire, said: 
“What happens when a pupil does well? His parents take him 
or her out for a meal. Now the pupils can take their parents or 
grandparents and get £10 off the bill”.Page I 
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King Husain of Jordan is greeted by Shimon Peres, the Israeli Prime Minister, on the Arab monarch’s historic visit to Td Aviv. Pagel 
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Gas: TransCo. which operates Brit¬ 
ain's pipeline network, is calling on 
the Government to delay the start 
□f competition to supply house¬ 
holds because the computer system 
could fail__ Page 23 

Savoy: The Wontner family, the 
controlling shareholder, is support¬ 
ing its old enemy Forte as it fights 
Granada's takeover-Page 23 

Bonuses: Despite the strong per¬ 
formance of the stockmarket last 
year. Norwich Union froze its an¬ 
nual bonuses on life and pensions 
business while Commercial Union 
and Scottish Life cut annual bonus¬ 
es on life policies__-Page 23 

Marinis The FT-SE 100 fell 29.1 to 
3671.2 Sterling fell to 83.1 after falls ( 
from $1.5457 to $1.5452 and t 
DM22304 to DM22225....Page 26 

Athletics: Diane Modahl. the Brit¬ 
ish 800 metres runner, will be able 
to run competitively while the au¬ 
thorities deride whether or not to 
exonerate her of alleged drug- 
taking__Page 38 

Cricket England will hope for an 
improved display in the second 
one-day international against 
South Africa in the calmer venue of 
Bloemfontein-Page 38 

Rugby imkm: A nationwide survey 
of English dubs by Michael Lord a 
Conservative MP. has found a 
widespread desire to retain ama¬ 
teurism in the game_Page 41 

Squash: The national champion¬ 
ships, which start in Birmingham 
today, give Del Harris, the British 
No 1. a further chance to continue 
his resurgent form-Page 42 

New films: Paul Verhoeven's flesh- 
filled new film. Showgirls, proves 
to be a tacky and pointless folly, but 
Carl Franklin's Devil in a Blue 
Dress is an evocative thriller set in 
1940s Los Angeles-Page 31 

Young at art Children learn about 
the elegant craft of bookbinding, 
from the experts ai the British 
Library-Page 32 

Important yean Sir Philip Dawson 
has just been reelected to his 
third year as president of the Royal 
Academy, a year when, he says, the 
future of the institution will 
be cast through expansion and 
development.—_Page 33 

Street smarts: A refreshingly furt- 
ny slice of seedy London life can be 
(bund in Simon Bent's comedy, 
Coldhawk Road_Page 33 

IN THE TIMES 
■ POP ON FRIDAY 
Meet the Mavericks, a 
band on a good run, plus 
David Sinclair and 
Caitlin Moran 

■ STUDENT MOAN* ‘ 
The chief executive of 
the Student Loans 
Company on the cash 
crisis facing his clients 

w-yr. r i 
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Preview: The Stewarts want ID al¬ 
low their son to die, but the law is 
against them. Inside Story (BBC1, 
10pm). Review: Matthew Bond on 
a- Sin gapore documenl&xy that may 
not please Tbny Blair —-Page 43 

Red water 
John Major now believes that be 
has the enany^ measure. His cen¬ 
tral line of attack will be that, 
however Ear the policy detail of Mr 
Blair'S "stakeholder” society is 
from being fleshed-out the idea 
itself is enough to open “fresh 
water”---:-Page 19 

All Greek 
Mr P&pandzeou was said yester¬ 
day to haw taken a few steps in his 
private ward. But his wife Mimi, 
with virtually sole access to the 
stricken politician, used this fact to 
insist that he had no intention of 
stepping down-Page 19 

Souvenirs: Laurence Olivier want¬ 
ed to be best at everything and he 
kept everything. Dereck Granger is 
sifting the mementos_Page 17 

Ageless ageing, day 4: Do men gpt 
the menopause?: treating the fe¬ 
male menopause: curing baldness: 
how water improves energy; 
breathing exercises_Pages IA 25 

Non-fat fat Olestra, because not 
digested, makes the calorie count 
plummet But there are worries 
about its effects-Page 16 

Ftict and fiction: The life of Lincoln, 
a rough-hewn man: how Lloyd 
George won the war; a history af 
Kew Gardens; the shut stories of 
Julian Barnes —-Pages 34,35 

Don't go to Jafl:The Foreign Office 
is planning to make videos listing 
what should and should not be 
done to avoid trouble_Page 36 

Mitterrand was a Large man with 
literary gifts that enabled him.to 
obscure his meanings and his 
goals. But history wilt eventually 
unlock the secrets he so adeptly 
fried to keep — Washington Post 

If American liberalism want a Wa¬ 
terloo Over the budget, then let’s get 
on with the campaign for the 
House, the Senate and the Presi¬ 
dency — Wall Street Journal 

WILLIAM REES-MOGG 
The City of London is .a great insti¬ 
tution, but It has one great weak¬ 
ness of character. It is always 
looking for easy money—Page 18 

THOMAS DE WAAL 
Hie Russians are as stuck in Che- 
chenia as they were 15 years ago in 
Afghanistan, with the unpleasant 
difference that it is supposed to be 
part of their territory-Page 18 

PETER RIDDELL 
Lady Thatcher is now more of a 
symbol than a force. She win be 
applauded tonight for what she did 
rather than what she can do. for 
touching the hearts of her followers 
rather titan as a potential leader of 
a crusade_I_Page 10 

JOHN BRYANT 
The world of sporting cups is a 
strange, glittering and. an too of¬ 
ten, ghastly one. I blame the Vic¬ 
torians. A century ago they were 
malting desperate efforts to ring- 
fence their concept of the gentle¬ 
man amateur__ Page 42 

Professor J. P. Kenyon, historian: 
Karofy Grosz. Prime Minister of 
Hungary: Lincoln Kirsfein, 
founder of New York C5ty Ballet: 
Tbc Mackintosh of Mackintosh, 
dan chieftain-.Page21 

1 IE*.j-.MSVa 

Stakeholder economy: BBC head: 
drink-driving; no-fault divorce; 
courts-martial defects_Page 19 

THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,061 

ACROSS 
I Awkward steps n'jQotiated in 

preparation for deal t7). 
5 Important Conservative putting 

forward love for intolerance {7). 
9 Town-based university** right to 

be exclusive !5j. 
10 Amount cf money returned by 

bisk” snatching it — capital 
fcikrVft. 

JJ Stunned maiden in a daze. 
wondering abuu: K>1. 

12 Cured? Su:d:en> weren’t '81. 
14 By r.u means quick, rum into one 

trap *?}. 
|5 Firmly crobfobal some pop mu¬ 

sic’s foci (4-5>. 
15 These help to water hard round 

wed in spots <4-5* 
20 Tree Roman turned over in the 

tniddie (5|. 
22 Mixed vegetable in soil with 

disea'e. in which one’s planted (S). 
24 Uid documents vbowing extremes 

of poverty in most cf capiral 161. 
26 Taie can spread wiidiy about 

party, hasui on brief account 19). 
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27 Dope - one in party is into it (5). 
28 Dubious operator not entirely 

ruthless, having reformed fTj. 
29 A lot of chickens, and how they 

come when fried? (7). 
DOWN 

1 From grotesque am 1 shrinking, 
easily frightened? (9). 

2 Offence generating poimlcssly 
senseless anger (71. J 

3 American’s to tell police of due — r 
print left hv this? (6-3). j 

4 Novel taking up latter par* of | 
aftemou.-: un the radio? (4J. 

5 Madman needing two means of 
containment {6-4}. 

6 Musfeai expert, one of many in 
academe'?). 

7 Insignificant little bottle underlies 
must of dreg experience J7). 

S Crop that is left in yard i?j. 
13 Shipowner favouring curlier dos¬ 

ing around cuds of June and 
August < iQt. 

14 Modem composer raising 
passions with a record (9). 

17 Study? It’s an attempt to attain 
medical discipline f9j. 

19 Cal is out for dishevelled hiker to 
get on board ;7). J 

21 What's left of the road, perhaps? | 
(7). ! 

22 Hut foed found firs: in this par! nf j 
Ireland (5j. 

23 Ring irdudineRheingtild. finally. j 
as port of cycle (5j. ' 

25 Messy chap upset dishes, drop- { 
ping one in middle 14; j 

BwoTwo Crossword, page 44 

He qnalihrHti: pndr for Tbc Timn 1996 
CrtMwnro Chxmpiomhjp wiH appear on 

IS. 

NWE-teUnd. . —« 
AfiSVbrteaCare: 7"? 
NEE.. ... r-» 
Cmbu A LiVc DiSnc:.T-* 
SW ScaianC " 
WCcnsai jznr,Tr*i . 7?’ 
EUn Mr,Samar 4 ?^nl=T3 ^ 
E C^sura, ScaSard . . “ 
Grarc*ir AE Kof-Lartf-. . . 'll 
NWScc»re . . ~JL 
Cirrus Cr<np-( ^ jixiare _ 

*Cl2Tfl . . .T* 
a tfwj1C .it M-c Krr !-«-_■ 2 

■Ctei jml fjp rot -rjna.? X “TV. 

AA ROADWATCH 

Pet Cw -Xe-J AA 

24 hem a ’irt tJbl ‘XU6 4C! 
aDprTcrote coefe- 
London « SE frame, roaAMria 
Area ir.Tm MM “I* 

Ki!rS’SJf?i.£!(.ve«'42rf? . T4 
MK ICfttfW ZrzitJi cf* If 

r. :.-- J.... s.i'.m--■ »..'i • 

G General: wet in most places. Ram 
«k3 spread across England and Wales 
during the day, reachng eastern 
areas towards evening Central and 
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spe:!s earner on. Winds may become 

twee in the west in exposed 
areas Showers wiH follow 

’«:! spread across Northern 
Ire^id 2nd Scotland during the day. 
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So“!and *,i7. have bright spells, while 
r Northern ire lard a few scattered 
sreweTS may follow ihe ram 
G London, SE Engbml, E Angfia, 
Central S England, E Midlands. W 
Midlands, NW Engfand, Central N: 
s. 'Oiidy start, some btighier spells 
-a.” un effemoon Wind southeast 
"'--yx~z'.r: fresh at times Max 9C 
■ ■CD 

G Channel teles, SW Engfand, 5 
Wales, N Wafas, Isle of Man, N 

Ireland: rain, scattered showers tatet. 
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moderate, fresh at times. Max 8C 
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□ Edinburgh ft Dundee, Abw- 
daen. Central Highlands, NW Scot¬ 
land: mainly cloudy, some brighter 
spif<1s Ram after dusk. Wind south¬ 
east mainly moderate Max SC (46F) 
□ Moray Rrth, NE Scotland, Ork¬ 
ney: minty cloudy, some brighter 
spells Rain late evening Wind south¬ 
east moderate, fresh a! tires Max 7C 
(45F). 
□ Shetland: cloudy, seme scattered 
showers Wird southeast fresh. Max 
7Ct ASP, 
□ Outlook: remaaimg largely cloudy 
with scatiered showers. 
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Economic optimists 
ignore Europe 
at their peril 
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Lincoln made from 
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for £69 return 
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Insurers warn of gloom ahead over bonus payments 
By Marianne Curphey 

PENSIONS and life policyholders 
were given a warning yesterday to 
expect a year of disappointing 
returns after three major We com¬ 
panies cut or froze bonus rales. 
Despite the strong perfonnance of 
the slock market last year, Norwich 
Union frees its annual bonuses on 
life and pensions policies, while 
Commercial Union and Scottish 
Life cut bonuses on life policies. 

The companies defended the 
pkwc as necessary after poor 
growth in the early 1990s, but 
analysts suggested the industry in 

general was concerned about com¬ 
petition and a fall in new business. 
Friends Provident also blamed a cut 
in bonus rates announced last week 
an the legacy of poor stock market 
performance in 1994. Rates are an 
important indication of how com¬ 
panies have fared during the year. 

Watson Wyatt, the actuaries, said 
cuts were the result of life com¬ 
panies paying “over-generous" bo¬ 
nuses during the. 19S0s and that 
other firms were likely to follow suit 

Dick Squires, a partner 
specialising in insurance, said; 
"Payments were high in the 1980s 
but for die last couple of years sesue 

companies have not cut back as 
mudi as they ought to have done. In 
1994 many companies were making 
tosses bat continued To pay out the 
same bonuses." 

_ Rates were likely to remain rela¬ 
tively low, but continuing low 
inflation would mean they would 
provide a reasonable return in real 
terms, he added. 

Richard Harvey, finance director 
of Norwich Union, which is to 
decide by the end of the year 
whether to end its mutual status, 
said tiie group would pay out a 
record £800 million this year on 
nearly 50.000 life and pensions 

policies that were maturing, com¬ 
pared with £600 million paid to 
40,000 people in 1994. 

“With-profits policies are de¬ 
signed to smooth out these peaks 
and troughs of volatile investment 
markets," he said. “Low inflation 
will mean lower investment returns 
in the 1990s when compared with 
the soaring figures of the Eighties, 
but investors will still enjoy good 
real returns from our well-diversi¬ 
fied investment portfolio “ 

For Norwich Union policyhold¬ 
ers. annual bonus rates remain 
unchanged for uni used policies. 
This is 65 per cent or life policies 

and for pensions it remains at 75 
percent 

Additional bonus rates have been 
improved to reward policyholders 
who keep to the long-term commit¬ 
ment of these plans. Annual bonus¬ 
es also remain unchanged on 
conventional with-profits Life and 
pendens policies: for life, the bonus 
is 25 per cent on the sum assured 
plus 45 per cent on attaching bonus; 
for pensions, the rates are 25 per 
cent and 55 per cent respectively. 

Commerdal Union announced 
bonuses on the sum assured for 
conventional fife policies had been 
reduced from 4 per cent to 35 per 

unjtised with-profits policies. 
Conventional pension bonus rates 
have been cut from 4J8 to 4 per cent, 
and unitised with-profits pensions 
fall from 9 to 85 per cent 

Bar Scottish Life policyholders, 
the bonus on the sum assured For 
individual life policies effected after 
1968 has been reduced from 2.75 to 
25 per cent 

Terminal bonus amendments on 
life policies range from no change at 
terms of 10 years or less, a reduction 
at terms of 15 and 20 years, and an 
increase at terms of 25 years and 
above. 

Gas chief 
warns of 

trial chaos 
By Ross Tueman. industrial correspondent 

THE head of TransCo, the 
British Gas subsidiary that 
operates Britain's gas pipes 
fine network, is calling an the 
Government to delay the 
introduction of competition 
to supply households with 
gas until June because the 
computer system is untried 
and could off. 

In an interview with The 
Times, Harry Moulson. man¬ 
aging director, said it would 
be “ludicrous" to press ahead 
in a trial area covering 
500,000 homes on April I. as 
the Government plans, when 
the full computer systems 
would have been operating for 
only a month. The Govern¬ 
ment would “risk chaos for a 
short-term benefit". 

In the worst-case scenario, 
the system could suffer a 
catastrophic loss of pressure. 
If supplies to a dty the size of 
Birmingham were cut; they 
would take six to seven 
months to restore, he said. 

A two-month delay would 
cost a typical customer who 
chose to switch just £5 off their 
gas bill, Mr Moulson said. 

His warning came after the 
Director-General of Gas Sup¬ 
ply, Clare Spottiswoode. 
ordered an urgent inquiry to 
determine whether the target 
date was still achievable. 

Tim Eggar. the Energy Min¬ 
ister. has been told that the 
timetable is in danger because 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry has fallen behind 
schedule in drafting licences 
needed by companies to take 
part in the pQot covering Dev¬ 
on, Cornwall and Somerset 

John Michell, head of the 
DEI'S oil and gas division, told 
businessmen that be had 
warned the minister of a 
“significant risk" tiiat the DTI 
would not have the licences 
ready by February 1. although 
they were originally to have 
been available last October. 

The warning from Mr 
Moulson will focus attention 
on a series of slippages in pre¬ 
parations for the first phase of 

a market-opening project de¬ 
signed to give Britain's 18 
mtilion household gas con¬ 
sumers a choice of supplier. 

In 1993TransCo lost track of 
how much gas had been 
shipped, and how much some 
industrial customers had re¬ 
ceived. Mr Moulson said that 
his company* service last year 
had been “bloody awful" and 
that “we are improving but we 
still haven’t cracked ft". 

If the Government went 
ahead with the trial on April 1, 
there were significant risks. 
The worst outcome would be a 
breakdown that left TransCo 
unable to maintain pressure 
in the pipeline. Because every 
appliance has to be checked 
after a failure of supply, 
reconnecting a city would take 
six to seven months, he said. 

More likely is the risk that 
TransCo will be unable to 
confirm the accuracy of meter 
readings if too many custom¬ 
ers opt to switch supplier. That 
could result in widespread 
confusion over the bills of up 
to 20,000 customers three or 
four months into the trial. 

“If tiie first stage of domestic 
competition, which is a great 
move by the Government, is a 
fiasco, what does if do for 1997, 
1998 and the future?". Mr 
Moulson asked. 

TransCo has spent almost 
two years developing a com¬ 
puter system for managing 
gas flows and bills, which was 
scheduled to begin trial opera¬ 
tion on October 1 last year. 
Ernst & Young, the consul 
tant, had wanted TransCo 
that six months was needed to 
bed in the system, but that it 
was achievable in four. Only 
one part of the system has 
begun operation. OnSatur- 
day, gas industry leaders were 
called to an emergency meet¬ 
ing and told that full trials of 
tiie computer will not begin 
until March 1; just 31 days 
before the pilot scheme begins. 

Robert Shrager, finance director of Dixons, left, with John Clare, chief executive Dixons disappoints, page 25 

Gas plea, page 24 
Pennington, page 25 

Forte battle 
fuels rush 
for shares 

MORE titan 48 rafiKon 
Forte shares were traded 
yesterday as speculators and 
institutions bid on the out¬ 
come of one of the City's 
closest-fought takeovers 
(Eric Reguty writes). 

The volume was equiva¬ 
lent to about 25 per cent'of 
Forte's share capital. Sev¬ 
eral so-called Rule S disclo¬ 
sures will reveal today 
which investors have 
benight 1 per cent or more of 
the shares. 

Forte shares rose 9p to 
360p and Granada I6p to 
653p. Traders said the voF 
nme was triggered by inves¬ 
tors "looking for a cheap 
way" into Granada, whose 
revised offer Is valued at 
about £35 billion. 

George eases stance 
By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 

EDDIE GEORGE, Governor 
of lhe Bank of England, was 
yesterday notably less hawk¬ 
ish on inflation, saying that he 
is not concerned that growth 
will get out of hand tins year 
and underplaying his own 
worries last week about wage 
settlements. 

Interviewed on Reuters 
Television. Mr George -said 
that inflation will probably be 
at 25 per cent or below in 18 
months to two years’ time and 
said that the economy muld 
grow at above 3 per cent i i the 
short-term without hi ’her 
inflation. j 

He said he expected con¬ 
sumer spending to pick up this 
year, but this optimism'was 
balanced by concern about the 
extent of the economic slow¬ 
down in Europe, particularly 

in Germany and France. 
These worries were highlight¬ 
ed by yesterday^ trade fig¬ 
ures. 

Britain’s deficit with the rest 
of the world widened in Octo¬ 
ber to its worst level for three 
years, totalling £156 billion 
compared with £972 million in 
September, largely because of 
lower export growth. 

The biggest deterioration 
was in non-European Union 
trade, but the deficit with 
Europe also widened. 

The Central Statistical Of¬ 
fice said that more than half of 
the deterioration was because 
of unusually large imports of 
silver. Even stripping out oil 
and erratic items, tiie deficit 
widened in October. 

Economists noted that later 
figures have already showed 

that the non-EU deficit nar¬ 
rowed sharply in November 
and said that October’s figures 
overplayed the extent of Brit¬ 
ain's worsening trade perfor¬ 
mance. However, the CSO 
said that the deficit was still on 
a widening trend overall. 

Another sign of economic 
weakness came with the 
seventeenth consecutive 
monthly fall in the longer 
leading cyclical indicator in 
November, reaching its lowest 
level since early 1991. 
D The Bundesbank yesterday 
cut ns repurchase rate by two 
basis points to 3.73 per cent 
and there was some specula¬ 
tion that France may today cut 
its key intervention rate. 

Economic view, page 27 
Home prices, page 24 

Eurostar blow to Tunnel’s future 
By Jonathan Pkynn, transport correspondent 

EUROTUNNEL’S fight for 
financial survival was dealt 
another setback, yesterday 
when new forecasts for the 
Eurostar high-speed train ser¬ 
vice revealed that growth in 
passenger traffic wifi fall di¬ 
sastrously below its target far 
the rest of the decade. 

Sir Alaslair Mortal, co- 
chairman of Eurotunnel, said 
that the latest projections de¬ 
livered by European Passen¬ 
ger Services, the British, 
French and Belgian state- 
owned operator of Eurastar, 
were "hopelessly" behind pre¬ 
vious expectations. _ ^ 

The original prqjectrans for 
Eurostar made in 1986 fore¬ 
cast *ai 16b million passen¬ 
gers would use the 186mph 
Channel Tunnel train in its 
first year of operation, then 

be 1993. this fore¬ 

cast was later cut to 13 million 
and then to 6 million in 1994. 

In fact, last year, the first 
lull year of Eurostar services, 
only 3 million passengers used 
tiie Waterloo-Paris and Brus¬ 
sels train. This is expected to 
rise to 5 million this year. Pas¬ 
senger traffic is forecast to 
reach about ten million fay the 
rum of the century. 

As Eurotunnel receives 60 

ger revenue, die snartfau rep¬ 
resents a serious loss of 
income for the debt-laden 
company at a time when it is 
fighting for financial survival. 

A safety net built into its 
contract with EPS means 
Eurotunnel will receive a 
minimum of £200 million a 
year. However, tius represents 
only a fraction of what Euro* 
tunnel hoped to be earning by 

now. The safety net was only 
scheduled to be in place for foe 
first few months of operation. 

But latest forecasts suggest 
it will continue to be triggered 
until 2000 at earliest “The 
railways have not delivered 
what their owners promised 
us," said Sir Alastair. “The fact 
is, the railways have failed to 
get stuck into their market 
particularly for tourists," he 
added, blaming poor market¬ 
ing and high prices. 

The EPS news came as 
Eurotunnel announced 1995 
turnover of about £280 mo¬ 
tion. Sir Alastair said turnover 
this year was likely to grow at 
least 50 per cent to about £420 
million, still less than the £500 
miDlOTi forecast in the October 
1994 rights issue prospectus. 

Pennington, page 25 Morton: “poor marketing” 

Wontners to back 
Forte in bid battle 

ByEricRbguly 

THE Wontner family, the con¬ 
trolling shareholder of the Sa¬ 
voy Hotel group, has come out 
in support of Fbrte. its old 
enemy which is fighting a 
takeover attempt by Granada. 

Granada has said it would 
sell Forte’s 68 per cent equity 
stake in the Savoy if its 05 
billion hostile offer for Forte 
succeeds. The Wontners fear 
that Granada will try to break 
the structure that gives than 
voting control in spite of 
having only a relatively small 
piece of the equity. 

Lord Thurso, one of the two 
Wontner nominees on the 
Savoy board, said: “It would 
suit the family if Rule won. It 
means that the family block 
could not be challenged." The 

Wontners support for Fbrte 
would have been unimagin¬ 
able a few years ago. Fbrte 
launched a takeover bid for 
the Savoy in 1981-The struggle 
lasted until 1994, when Forte 
reshaped the Savoy's board 
and management team. 

Rule, if it remains indepen¬ 
dent, said it will distribute its 
Savoy shares to its shareholders. 
The Savoy predicted that pre¬ 
tax profits for 1985 would 
increase 165 per cent to Ell.4 
million. The annual dividend 
will be doubled to £4 million, 
eqivalait to 14p for the A 
shares and 7p for tiie B shares, 
which have 20 times the voting 
power. 

Pennington, page 25 

Christmas 
store sales 

fail to 
impress City 

By Sarah Bagnall 

CHRISTMAS trading state¬ 
ments from Dixons and Next 
sent shockwaves through the 
stores sector yesterday, push¬ 
ing shares lower as analysts 
routed in their expectations of 
retailers' performances over 
the festive period. 

Among the shares hit were 
Next, down 16p to 437p, 
Dixons, down 14bp to 409Hip, 
Boots, down lip to 598p. and 
JJB, down 19p to 570p. 

Piauf Morris, an analyst ai 
SBC Warburg, said: “The City 
had priced in a phenomenally 
good Christmas and was ex¬ 
pecting to have to make a 
large number of profit fore¬ 
cast upgrades. When prices 
have gone up to these levels, 
companies have to deliver in 
spades." 

Next and Dixons were ex¬ 
pected to he among tiie sec- 
tort star performers and 
although they both turned in 
good performances they 
railed to impress the City. 
Next saw a 13 per cent rise in 
high street sates and a 17 per 
cent increase in mail order 
sales between August and 
Christinas Eve—marking the 
fifth year m succession of 
double-digit sales growth. 

Dixons posted a 10 per cent 
rise in fikeforfike sales in the 
first right weeks of tiie second 
half which indudes Christmas. 

Tetnpus, page 26 
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Split roles 
J Sains bury, the superm: 
group, yesterday annour 
top level management 
changes, including a spli 
the role of David Sainsbi 
as chairman and chief 
executive, and the namin 
Dino Adriano as heir 
apparent to the post of di 
executive of the UK 
supermarket business. T 
chief executive’s job is to i 
split into two separate po 
Page 25 

House gloom 
House prices in tiie UK ft 
the final quarter of last yi 
despite rises in four of tin 
country’s 12 regions, 
according to a survey tod 
The average price paid w 
£61,127. Page 24 
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British 
Gas plea 
for freer 
market 
Christine Buckley 

BRITISH GAS, which 
mil supply household 
electricity when the mar* 
ket opens to full competi¬ 
tion in 1998, yesterday 
called for new power sup¬ 
pliers to be largely free 
from accountabQity on ser¬ 
vice standards. 

The company, which 
last year lost its charter 
mark for public service 
and which received a 
record number of com¬ 
plaints from its customers, 
said that die electricity 
regulator planned too 
many restrictions for new 
suppliers. 

Derek Meacbem. busi¬ 
ness development manager 
for British Gas's electricity 
division, told an Office of 
Electririty Regulation sem¬ 
inar in Birmingham that 
there was a danger of ovcr- 
rcgulatioiL He questioned 
“whether it is necessary to 
report on the standards of 
performance. The consum¬ 
er wifl find out the stan¬ 
dards of service." He 
added: “With true competi¬ 
tion there win be little need 
for such regulation.” 

The electririty regulator 
plans to make new suppli¬ 
ers report on their stan¬ 
dards of service such as 
response to complaints 
and consumer satisfaction. 

British Gas is looking at 
ways to provide a com¬ 
bined gas and electririty 
package to customers and 
to be a key player in the 
1998 market It is anxious 
to counter the erosion of its 
market share in gas supply 
and Mr Meachem told die 
meeting that it was critical 
for the electricity industry 
to drive ahead with plans 
for 1998. 
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John Monks, general secretary of the TUC, and Brian Wilson. Labour MP for Cunnighame North. 

Trend in home prices still 
down despite some gains 

By Robert Miller and Janet Bush 

HOUSE PRICES in the UK 
fell in die final quarter of last 
year despite rises in four of the 
country's 12 regions, accord¬ 
ing to a survey published 
today. The average price paid 
was £61,127. 

The Halifax, Britain's larg¬ 
est lender, says that house 
prices fell by 0.6 per cent 
between the third and fourth 

for example, was up 0.7 per 
cent in the last three months of 
die year but down 1.7 per cent 
on die same period in 1994. 
Hie South West up 03 per 
cent on die quarter, is 2 per 
cent down on a year ago. The 
notable exception is Northern 
Ireland where quarterly house 
prices rose by 43 per cent and 
113 per cent over the year 

quarters of 1995, compared * fuelled by the peace process. 
with a 1 per cent fell in die 
previous quarter. Hie society 
adds that house prices are 
now 13 per cent lower than in 
die final quarter of 1994. 

Three of the four regions to 
record modest house price 
gains in the fourth quarter of 
1995 are still below where they 
were a year ago. The North. 

Of the three Northern re¬ 
gions. house prices in York¬ 
shire and Humberside fell 
sharpest at the end of 1995. by 
1 per cent, “continuing the 
latest downward trend which 
started in spring 1994. Over 
the year prices in these regions 
have fallen by 23 per cent." 
the Halifax says. 

Market analysts believe that 
the latest quarterly regional 
house price survey by.the 
Halifax indicates a healthier 
outlook for 1996. The Halifax 
is sticking to its forecast 2 per 
cent increase in house prices 
for this year with transactions 
up by 10 per cent. 

The continuing weakness of 
the housing market was also 
highlighted yesterday with 
news that die number of 
dwellings started in Novem¬ 
ber. by die private sector and 
by housing associations and 
local authorities, fell to 11.900 
from 12,400 in October. Over 
the past three months, 36.900 
dwellings were begun, a drop 
of 22 per cent an die same 
three months a year ago. 

AT&T plans to dial 
into British homes 

By Eric Reguly 

Hates tar email denomination bank 
notes only as supplied by Barclays Bonk 
PIC. Dfflerert rates apply to travetara- 
cheques. Ratos as at does at tmdng 
yesterday. 

AT&T, the largest American 
phone company, said it plans 
to launch a residential service 
in Britain next year and hinted 
that the management changes 
at Cable and Wireless may 
present it with market 
opportunities. 

AT&T had held talks with 
Lord Young of Graffham, die 
former executive diairman of 
C&W, and James Ross, the 
former chief executive, about 
buying CAW'S 80 per cent 
stake in Mercury Commun¬ 

ications. The talks failed be¬ 
cause of disagreements over 
value. CAW'S replacements, 
who are yet to be appointed, 
may be more willing to sdL 

Merrill Tutton, the UK pres¬ 
ident of AT&T, would not 
comment on whether the com¬ 
pany would again try to buy 
Mercury. 

AT&Tyesterday announced 
the sponsorship of three new 
plays, including the Royal 
Shakespeare Company's up¬ 
coming Slaughter City. Whitson; £75,000 donation 

CONSOLIDATED 

INCOME STATEMENT 

Revenue 

Income from investments... 

Surplus on realisation of investments... 

Interest received------ 

Sundry revenue_...... 

Expenditure . 

Admhuinatiop and geoenl ...... 

ExptoftffrE1.. ... 
Interest paid..... 

Profit before tax--- 

Tax... 
Profit after tax.—.— 

Earnings per share - cents —.—. 

Dividends - per shore - cents-- 
- absorbing - R000  ........ 

- rimes covered,.. 

27 053 i 

6 075 
697 

_79 
27 838 

■Unaudited 

CONSOLIDATED Mr 

BALANCE SHEET 31 Dec 

1995 
R000 

Investments—.. 167 564 
Properties and ventures..-. 135 
Net cunenr (liabilities}/assets.. (6217) 

Current assets_ 3443 
Cash....._ I - 

Other_ | 3 443 

Less current liabilities... 9 660 
Bank loan_____ 3 351 
Other—_____ 6 309 

Share capital.. 88 425 
Reserves_    73 057 

161482 

Investments 
Listed - Market value..491898 

- Excess oter book value.- 325 610 
- Book value___ 166 288 

Unlisted - Book value_ 1 276 

Shares in issue unchanged at 30 635 201 

Net assets (as valued) per share - cents.. 1 687 

■Unaudited 

*Af 
31 Or 

7994 
ROOO 

149 708 
133 

6 903 

13 7761 
TsuS 

\jM 
6 273 

At 
30Jam 

1995 
R0O0 

166609 
133 

<7 085) 

6 436 
872 

5364 

73 527 
7 520 

P12 001 
759 659 

513 205 
347 872 
705 333 

1276 

NOTES: 

Pinal Dividend. 
Dividend No. 89 of 31 cents per share, in respect of the year ended 30 June 1995, absorbing RIO 722 000. M declared on I August L995 and paid on 20 September 1995 
(0 members registered at the dose ofhosiness on IS August 1995. 

Prospects. 

Pra6r after tax lor (be poind under review was affected by lower investment income at a result of reduced dividend dinriburitrs by the gold mining companies in 
which the Group is invested. A modest improvement in earning* is expected in the second half of the current financial year mainly due to an anticipated increase in 
the surplus on realisation of iiaduiuixi 

Auditor's Review. 
In w™ of the Lutings Requirements of Tlw Johannesburg Stock Exchange, the interim repost of this company has been reviewed, but not audited, by Ddoitur & Touche. 
Thor unqualified review repeat is available for inspection at the regisrered office of the company, 

DECLARATION OF INTERIM DIVIDEND 

Dindaid Ka 90 of 17 cons per share h» been declared in South Afran currency, payable to members regmered at die dose of business on 26 January 1996. 

Dividers will be electronically namfared to members- bank or budding society acnamis an 21 February 1996b or where dux method of payment has not been mandarrrf, 
dtvxfcnd romans will be posred » mend*** «i20 Febnuiy 1996. 

gpmX.wl relating m the payment of dividends ate obtainable «the share transfer office and the Laden Office of tbc company. 

The legateerfmembeowfll be dosed ferni 27 January to 2 February 1996, inclusive. 

Oa behalf wf Ac beard: 

75 Fox Sweet J G- Hopwod ) 
Johannesburg (Chainian) ) Directors 

“ J.W.D. Dowsley ) 

75 Fox Swe« 
Johannesburg 

2001 

10 January 1996 

Taking seasonally adjusted 
figures for private housing 
starts, November saw a small 
rise to 10200 from 9,700 in 
October, but 24 per cent down 
on November 1994. Private 
starts in the three months to. 
November were down 16.6 per 
cent on the previous three 
months, 263 per cent down on 
a year ago, and at their lowest 
since the three-month period 
to January 1993. 

Michael Saunders, UK 
economist with Salomon 
Brothers, said that housing 
starts are a reasonable leading 
indicator of economic growth 
as a whole because they tend 
to capture the impact of base 
rate changes before other sec¬ 
tors of the economy. 

British 
Energy 

may move 
into gas 

By Philip Bassett 
1NDUSTR1AL EXHTDR 

BRITISH Energy, the com¬ 
pany set up to run the nudear 
industry's most modern reao 
tors, indicated yesterday it 
may be in other energy mar¬ 
kets such as gas within two 
years, though it denied 
nudear power is in crisis. 

Hie company said it was 
ruling out no options for 
future development after its 
announcement last month 
that ft is abandoning plaxis for 
the construction of any further 
nudear power stations. i 

BED'S prospectus is likely to I 
be issued in late spring, before 
the Government's flotation in ! 
June or July of the advanced i 
gas-cooled reactors and the 
SizeweD B pressurised water 
reactor, leaving the Magnox 
reactors in the public sector. 

Giving evidence yesterday 
.to the Commons’ all-party 
Trade and Industry Select 
Committee, BEn gave a dear 
indication that ft is likely soon 
to move away from a complete 
reliance on nudear power as 
its sale means of generating 
electricity for sale. 

Robert Hawley, the chief 
executive ofBEn, formed from 
Nudear Electric and Scottish 
Nudear, told MPs the timing 
of the sale meant ft needed to 
decide its future strategy, in¬ 
ducting moving into related 
areas such as gas, "'within one 
to two years". 

BEn officials insisted that 
last month’s decision to with¬ 
draw its application to build a 
new station at Sizewell C and 
to 1et lapse its planning con¬ 
sent for a further station at 
Hinkley Point C did not mean 
that no further nudear sta¬ 
tions would ever be built in 
Britain — though MPs viewed 
these statements sceptically. 

In written evidence to the 
committee. BEn played down 
the impact of the move: 
"Nudear power in the UK is 
not in crisis. Nudear Electric's 
latest nudear plant, the Size- 
well B PWR. is performing 
well and has a planned operat¬ 
ing life to take it to 2035." . . 

Charities share 
Midland’s Elm 

By Patricia TIehan, banking correspondent 

THREE charities will share El 
million from Midland Bank 
over the next three years after 
successfully pitching for the 
bank's charitable donations in 
a highly competitive tender. 

After a twmnonth selection 
process, in which Midland 
invited 15 charities to produce 
aggressive pitches, the bank 
picked Age Concern, the Nat¬ 
ional Deaf Children's Society, 
and Shdter. It plans to give 
£180,000 a year to Shelter. 
£100,000 a year to Age Con¬ 
cern. and £65,000 to Age 
Concern. 

Hie charities were picked 
under the bank's new policy of 
supporting the areas of youth, 
the elderly and disability. The 
agreements with the three will 
make Midland the lamest 
corporate donor to each of the 
charities. 

Shelter will use Midland’s 

money to set up a “Network" 
service to provide advice to 
young people. It estimates that 
90.000 young people will ben¬ 
efit Age Concern wtillauncha 
“Safe & Warm" campaign 
through which it hopes to 
improve the lives of 25.000 
people. 

The National Deaf Chil¬ 
dren's Society will try to help 
35.000 deaf children through a 
national mobile exhibition of 
technology and information. 

The bank's former policy, 
was to give amounts of an 
average £1.000 to a large 
□umbo- of charities. 

Hie move comes on the 
heels of the well received 
decision last month by Keith 
Whitson, chief executive, to 
stop sending Christmas cards 
to customers and contacts and 
to give £75,000 to charities 
instead. 

gl^^KSROUNDUP _J| 

Classic Bloodstock 
action group formed 
A FORMER Conservative MP is to help to forrn an action 
group for dissatisfied shareholders in two Classic Bloodstock 
companies, the racing investment group that has raised 
nearly £5 million from about 7,000 investors. Classic Waicn, 
which will “monitor dosely" the financial health of Classic 
Bloodstock and Classic Bloodstock II, was launched yesier- 
day by Tom Benyon. Mr Benyon founded die Guild of Share¬ 
holders and also heads the Society of Names, an umbrella 
group representing a number of action groups whose mem¬ 
bers lost hundreds of millions of pounds at Lloyd’s of London. 
Mr Benyon is to attend an extraordinary shareholders 
meeting on January 25 at Chamwood Stables. __ 

Classic Bloodstock, which has been subject to a DTI 
investigation and incurred an automatic £1.000 penalty from 
Companies House for the late filing of its accounts, spent 
more than £800.000 in mailing glossy brochures to investors 
of privatisation issues. 

Kingfisher in £60m deal 
KINGFISHER, the Comet to B&Q retail group, has acquired 
a 20 per cent stake in But, France’s fourth largest electrical 
chain through Darty, its French subsidiary. Kingfisher is 
paying nearly E60 million for the holding. Under the terms of 
the agreement. Kingfisher has the right to acquire the 
remaining 80 per cent in two years* time. The purchase 
reflects Kingfisher’s strategy of building its operations into 
lead positions in attractive markets. But has a 5.1 per cent 
share of die French electricals market, compared with 
Dafty'512.9 per cent Tempos, page 26 

Motorola shares fall 
SHARES in Motorola were battered for the second day, cast¬ 
ing a pall on Wall Street, after die communications equip¬ 
ment group yesterday confirmed investors' fears about its 
shrinking profits. Motorola is fourth-quarter profits fell short 
of Wall Street expectations, sliding 16 per cent to $432 million 
from $515 million even though sales rose to $7.3 billion from 
$63 billion. Earnings per share dipped to 72 cents from 87 
cents, below analysts* forecasts of 88 cents. Annual net 
earnings were $1.78 billion, compared with $136 billion. The 
shares fell $425 to $4925. 

Fokker orders lift off 
FOKKER. the troubled Dutch aircraft manufacturer owned 
by Germany's Daimler-Benz industrial group, received new 
orders for 63 aircraft in 1995. compared with 50 in 1994. the 
company said. The 63 firm orders comprised 16 for the 
Fokker 100. 31 for the smaller Fokker 70, and 16 for 
turboprops. “Fokker sees the significant increase in the 
amount of orders it has won in 1995 as confirmation of the 
upswing in demand from the airline market and an endorse¬ 
ment that its products are in tune with the requirements of 
the airlines." said the company. 

Gold beats $400 level 
AGGRESSIVE US fund buying lifted the gold price above 
the $400 an ounce level yesterday for the first time since 
August 1993. Dealers report active trading, which, at best, 
readied $401.75. At the afternoon fix, the price was set at 
$400. In later trading, ft eased to $398.75, still $3 higher on the 
day. Analysts had long expected gold to breach the $400 level. 
However, dealers said that the resilience of gold’s swift 
advance will be tested tomorrow when technical market 
factors associated with option trading cone into play. Silver 
rose 6 cents to 557 cents an ounce. 

Shaftesbury expands 
SHAFTESBURY, the property investment group, has 
extended its Covent Garden estate in London with .the £2.6 
million purchase of eight shops with self-contained office and 
residential accommodation. The freeholds, which front 
Monmouth and Shelton streets, are opposite those bought by 
the company in June. Current income from the new purchase 
is around £230.000 a year. Shaftesbury has now invested 
about £17 million in the 33 shops and restaurants that 
comprise the Covent Garden estate. Hie purchase reflects the 
group’s strategy of focusing on retail and tourist locations. 

CRH buys again 
CRH. file international building materials group based in 
Ireland, announced developments worth Ir£38 million — in 
addition to a Ir£30 million investment in Poland announced 
last October and the acquisitions in the US and Canada, 
announced last month, worth a total Ir£16.7 million. The 
latest investments comprise the IrEll.6 million acquisition of 
another 23 branches by CRH's Keyline builders’ merchants 
subsidiary in Britain in six separate transactions; acquisi¬ 
tions totalling Ir£lZ4 million in mainland Europe; and IrE14 
million spending on production facilities in the US. 

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 0171-782 7344 

LEGAL NOTICES 

IPROOLfLi IONS 1 -1X1II1J > 1 
MWABW1CK FlLMlg 
IPWXXJ emoto limited I 
■VICEROY FTLM8 HUTTED* 
[fha INSOLVENCY ACT 19861 

INSOLVENCY ACT 1900 MW inter Ooi »X*» Limited ■ RE; GRAHAM PULFORD Tliania Lodge Devtftmmcnts Ltd 
TOWN A COUNTRY RATING dr Retealered Number; 171067a. . A SOLICITOR RrgMared Number: 2294606. 
RENT REVIEW CONSULTANTS Tradtaa Name; Mmear Cctvtc— ' Notice le hmtv 0vm Oat on Trading Name: Same H Cora 

(NORTHERN) limited mulled, Nature or Burnrar Sec- Application has been mode pony Nome. Nature of Business 
NOTICE « HEREBY OVEN, triad VYhOKSaiera. Trade q—tfl- agamfl Graham Putferef ta Soucl- Snapping Centre Operators, 

pursum vo Section 9S of me codon: 18. Dele of Appointment tort to Urn souenor* DtoapUnar* Trade CtaaaUlcatiofi: PAB6SO 

Ooceraner 1998. 
Dated 22nd December 1998 
R w j LOreo. 

NOTICE tS HEREBY OVEN tnsofvancy Act 1986. Hod a Meet- of AdminMraBve ReceHaarta).- 8 Tribunal par,rani to Section 47 Date at Appointment at Admin** 
that L R w J Lon of OlyMl Nor- Lno of Crcdttara at the above- January-1996. Nana of parson SotkdMn Act 1974, The sold native RecUvertat 8 January 
ion A Partners. 16 2 Raymond named Company wtt be held al appointing the Administrative Apwicettan wjB be heard by the 1996. Name of person appointing 
BulldinsL Cray's Inn. Lennon. 12 John Street. London wciN ReesCvensi: National weatmtnatar Sdtkdlon DtodpUnary Tribunal the AdmtnMrattve Recetverw: 
WC1R wae appointed Haul- SIB an 9th February 1996 at Batt. Type at Security: Fated at to am on Tuesday stdi (Xmrdten Assurance pic. Type of 
dator of the above named Cotnpa- 11 JO era for the purposes men- and. Floating Charge. Dots at Man*, 1996 at the Court Room. Security: Fined and Floafum 
nies by the Mambas on 2lst doom m Sections lOO and lot of Security. 24 April 19901 Names 60 Osrc* Street. Oumcoxy Lana. Charge Debenture. Date of Sacu- 

«*• raid Ad. at paraona appointed: L A Man- London WC2 when the uM Ora- rtty. IT July 1992. Name of par- 
Neuce I* ano hereby glean, pur- ntoo AND I P Pumice OF ham Pidfbrd should anend. FaU- earn appointed: L A Manning and 

suanl to Section 9O03XA} of the BUCKLER PHRJJPS. 84 Groove- tng appearance by the sold S V Freakicy both of BUCHLEI 
taaoiventy Act 1986. that Pater nor Si London Wix 9GF. Office CRaharn Puirord the Soda ton PHILLIPS. 84 Oravamr Street 
Gotham at Meow*. Taylor Hotdor Nos 6477 and 2686) Disciplinary Tribunal map ora- London Wix 9»F. Offin Holder 
Oowam * __Fry. . The OM ceed In his absence io make Such Nos: 6477 and 8291. 
Exchange. 254 SouthChurch Ordm as the SoBcborg Dtaopun- 

--Rood, Southend ewOsa. Eases ary Tribunal stun UiIMr IIL A ---—- 
^NOTKaT K ilnSjTY ssi 2EO a gratified to act at an copy of the appuraaon and the tdttctcc aftc 
omuiuni b, BectaTga wme 5“0,v““3r PraeMcner m rete- documents m support may be TRUSTEE ACTS 

tton to UN above company, and _ obtained from the Oertt to the —-—_ 
««“***•* * NOTICE. OP 99S MEETING SoitcHors DMpUnaiy Tribunal, 

cf»»r«w- “eh information OFCREOfTORS 227/220 The Strand. London __ _ 
named company wqj oe mb s cooeemtag Um company's affairs CAROUSEL WC2A I BA. NOTTKE is hereby given pursuant 

ISTIE aa they may rraoenabiy rowdra. (PARTY PLAN) UMireO DalM the 4th day . to^Tof the TRUSTEE Act. 1926 
,nofl sTTi raJS Dalad the 4tt Jamtanf 1996 ON LIQUIDATION) of January 1996. that any penon having n CLAIM 

l BthJan uary 1996 el U.OOAM ^ ^ the Board Prfndpal Trading Adanas UnU Geoffrey wimams. AspUcam m “ INTEREST lhe 
M. Mtdvaney. Director_ 16 and Untl II. Nonsuch Certwngnts Adams 6 Disc* ESTATE of any of the doceened 

sections too and lot of the eaM - boanstnaf CMati. KMn Lana. 96WMBuaBam. - 

"S______ ■ Epggm,Stxroy KT17 IBM. Caron gfi sua. 
SS company Number 2284020. . ,----- 
rCT „ „ m NOTICE t3 HEREBY Given. UCulon In writing of htt Claire or 

pwauant to Sccttw 98 of the to*rtU to the penon or persons 
mxue- *7 rtmywm (NORTH WT3T) UMTTED bsotvency Act 1966. that a mart- 1 mentioned m rotation to the 

f*11- StAibans. Warts. ALL 1HD. THE INSOLVENCY ACT IMS mg Of the cram Mrs of Ole above- 
tnr tuawra omcc m ine Chan- in accordance wo, Rule 4.106 named cdsfwany win be hekl at 
WV. bet Later thoo ijWO Nto of the maervency Rides 1996 L The George Hotel, crawitv, won 
on the ITU, January 1996. RtcbaM Ian WltBaroson of CtotW StBMXM 16JuwaryT99fi « 

ST UrtoMV Road. MaayooL Laaca Oonod tnSertlans99 to ltn of the _ _ _ _ 
!TL^!y?^5ijo S hereby B»VS nooee that on 4U, unotrvucy Act 1986. named company win be held at thereto harms regard only to the 

if”1,t™' y- A am of a»H<g and addrrmas of -The Law Hotel. 234 London dahnsand intereeto of -which they 
pntrirtatnrm K. R. Roberta (North Ow company's creduore wn bo Rood. Si Albaim. HertfOrtUhlreon I have had nonce, 

toe hours of inttbo ana weap Umttod by tBmambctgsaU araUablr tor tnapecihn few of Monday 22 Jamary 1996 at MCSWEENEY (formerly nr*; 

TRUSTEE ACTS 

parson's whose nomas, sgnrrsuti 
and descriptions arc sd gut below 
If hereby required to KM par- 
ttculon In writing of tus claim or 
imerwt to the person or persons 
mentioned tn rate don to the 
deceased person concanud 
before the dale specified: aRrr 
which daw the estato of the 
deceaaofl wui be dlatrltiiued by 
tho person*) rcpfosanUlivea 

.... - among the person* entUtod 
named company win be held in thereto having regard only to the 

96 West Bute Street. 

Caron GFI SUA. 

the hours at lO.OOam ana WesOLin 
4.00m on the l6Ut January credUon. 
1996 sod 17m January 1996. Nottoe 
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD . credUan 
M W DOUOn. DIRECTOR which K 

MCSWEENEY (formerly DOS 
MinLi, i. .u. ..ln , flilHiMTotrieBraaCoefa ILSSSSl * **• SANTOS) MARIA CELESTE 
w^oe *e b«Yby that the Kicfi straeL crawky. was Sue- AmphaatrawiY prtwou*. antunes late ar 4CD 

“*5K**J ***, company, sex. rhiO tBQ dortog the two »mdee to be used at the meet- Road VOW*. WrarndnurT 
Niiln— dang preceding the Jnpmus be KMOedar Tamngton London. Wit IBN. nrismi 

yb --n-J*^l on or pyoraFrt- ..ting Horae. 47 Hotywvil HUl St OcuAar 1998. Pamculan to 
D*wd; 9 1996. AHtona. HenfoMSilre AL1 I HD Arnold nttaer & CbW 4 

to wrtttng Mr fun nance, by ORDER no taler man itoo neon on the wridts Lana. 

aSESL 9tMn ,9W- P*«eulan to 
ALI up Arnold Ttckner & Co of 4 

MAIN-OIAIN LIMITED 

addn.jiei and daompBono. full or the uOUlDATOR 
perUctdars of Dsr dabts or J B D smith. Uqtddater 
dalmo. ppd the names and " l*uaaHr-. 

nonier than 12.00 noon on the 1 Wrights 

Nonce h hereby etven ptnrant addreesiii, of their Soucuere Of 
to Pecttgn 99 gf The tneelvincy any) lo the underagnea Richard 
Act 1986 that a meeting of the tan wmiarraen A-CA. at Carap- 
credHon at Ote above named bail Cnratey end Davta. S08/3BO 
company wia be ntos at Snenaefc Lytnara Road. Blackpool. FY4 
House. 7 Kettricx Place, London. 1DW Uw , vfiMM.- of the sold 
W1H ST on 24ih January 1996 company, and. a on rea terra by 
a HJOam for qm purposes pre- Nodes In wrSfato tram the raid 
vidsd for tape Section 98 a sen, liouKlotor. arc. oetmaBy cr by 

* *“ ■? “» SolRttor*. to come In and 

SUvara Prim Limited 
The ttootvqicy Act 

mid Rtries 1966 

19th dap of January 1996. 
Rida 32111 

AUMt as follows, a a meeting 
of credHoa ta AdrAlrdvtrutton 
procoedtngs a person k entitled to 
vase on K:- 
a. tw hoe given to the Admlidetra- 
tors, not later than 12.00 noon on 
the buetnem day before Uw day 
fixed tor the meenno. deans in 
writing of the debt which to¬ 

rn accordance wtm Rule 4.106. I eitema is be due him (ram the 
Peter A Lawrence of Moore I company, and the chum run bean 

jjdygfV0* P* abtrve Cgntps- prove their dents ar cioHra at Stephen* Boom While. 2 Ntewn may admitted under the foDow- 
”", ? euebtone and Place as shaB be »eeL 9ouifaend-Onasa. Emex. tog provMom of mi* nils, and 

nSu£f?tf^riri!>torrP?SS ^ .f*0**”1 ■.‘?r SBilff- glra nottoe mac on 21 b. there nas been lodged wtm the 
SfritOTlSfSLVmfr be Deeombar 19981 was appointed Aatmmuraton any praay which 

oxctodcd from the BraefB ofaiur uauMator or SBvara Pnnr Um- he btiena* to be used on tin 
10.00 am and 4DO pm on flic hup dletnootton made before ad ura by reoottetoo of the membore behtef. 
mmneiea^je preceding the Meet- mmi m braved. which mb ratUMd by the tsatt- n j HamDton«jrum. 

teuKL.M Med 4tn January 1996 tors on 4th January 1996. and D J Mason, 
Otoefl^au^tenuary l996 LWutdtor Rtcnard Ian Dated: 4 January 1996 Joint AdmtoMfatore 
B_T DAVlES. Dlractor._ WUrismyon _ Peier Lawrence. tJDLBDATOR DATED: Stn of January 1996 

London, wa 6TA before lath 
March 1996. 

LEGAUPUBUC, 
COMPANY 

& PARLIAMENTARY 
Nonas 

0171-782 7344 
FAX:0171-7827827 

****——atMea an 
oMnanniBfiimgdhr 



*.. On 
.Ox 

ani“" SrJjjS 
0rnn 

i;<-r Sfi 

! '^dt: 

\ I Mtiir,,!.; * 

ares fajj 

4 J K >= 

•‘f> lifio’ 

(i>jiti \4iji)!»s 

^hA\U 

V. 

I km hu^awin 

:.iU. i ^T1-' 
•v .- ■ • 

THE TIMES THURSDAY JANUARY II1996 BUSINESS NEWS 

□ Deadline nears for energy fiasco □ Protecting interests of cross-Channel investors □ Split shares past their sell-by date 
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pTHE politicians* attempts to 
introduce competition into gas 

electricity are heading tor 
a disastrous debut that , 

jhere must be a few faint hearts 
J«ere praying they will not still 
^. w government when it 
arrives. 

Open competition in domestic 
electricity in 1998 appears no 
nearer, with the industry delib¬ 
erately dragging its feet because 
™ companies can see no advan- 
tage in having their cosy 
monopolies prised opened like 
an oyster. After the mess made 
of the competitive market for 
large users in 1994, one can 
sympathise. 

The situation in gas is consid¬ 
erably worse, because the dead- 
une is almost here. Now 
TransCo, ordered to conduct a 
unuted trial from AD Fools Day, 
has flipped open the calendar, 
counted on its fingers and proved 
it cannot be done. 

It is tempting to blame British 
Gas, TransCCs owner, if only 
because blaming British Gas is 
the fashionable thing these days. 
But, it is dear the Government, 
for ideological reasons, is forcing 
the newly demerged business to 
tun before it can walk. 

According to Harry Moulson 
at TransCo, which in the end has 
to make competition — and the 
pipeline system — work, Britain 
is trying to do in two years what 
has taken America ten. AD the 

The dangers of a gas leak 
a minority of the votes. The q 
guard at the Savoy held off Lo 
Forte for the best part of ft 
decades because there were lu 
its to what he. as head of a pub 

same, Europe's fourth largest 
computer system has been 
equipped with the world's tenth 
largest database containing 
more than 18 million meter 
addresses. 

But while TransCo is about 
ready to begin chasing down 
teething problems, the computer 
trials are being held up by the 
Trade Department's failure to 
issue licences to the 40 or so 
companies anxious to compete to 
supply gas. Chris Rees, of Tou¬ 
che Ross, has been drafted in by 
Ofgas, the industry regulator, to 
report on whether u is stQl 
possible to open up the pipelines 
on April 1. 

Ernst & Young, TransCo"s 
advisers, warned that the new 
computers should be tested for a 
minimum of four months to 
ensure shipments of gas could be 
matched to the right customers. 
But Mr Rees has been asked to 
say whether it is safe to proceed 
when the faD system has been 
operational for just 31 days. 

Mr Moulson says it is njst not 
worth the risk. He should know. 
His business has got it wrong 
twice before. 

The real danger is that 

TransCo wzU not be able to 
match the volumes pumped into 
the system by shippers with 
those billed to customers. 
TransCo wants Ofgas to ration 
the pace at which customers can 
switch suppliers so that it can 
verify meter readings. 

If customers are left to take 
their own readings, the tempta¬ 
tion to under-read when chang¬ 
ing to lower-cost supplier might 
prove irresistible. There will 
inevitably be glitches in a list 
containing more than )8 million 
addresses. In fact, there is no 
particular reason why any of the 
first batch of gas bills that go out 
this autumn should be correct. 

PENNINGTON 

No light at end 
of Eurotunnel 
□ SO Eurotunnel would like a 
Stock Exchange inquiry into just 
who was piaying dudes and 
drakes with its share price earlier 
this week. It could perhaps be filed 
next to the matching report from 
the Paris Bourse on who was 
rigging that market ahead of the 
1994 nghts issue. 

Rather, it will not, because there 

never was a firm conclusion 
reached by the Bourse, and there 
is going to be precious little 
action in London either. 

Eurotunnel shares fell after 
rumours that the company was 
bust, which is curious because 
most of us had come to that 
conclusion years ago. The ru¬ 
mours spoke of imminent 
receivership, miiously denied. 
This would have required the 
banks to write off large chunks of 
group debt, heading towards £9 
billion and rising. 

Those bankers are going to 
have to write off much of the debt 
anyway as part of whatever 
financial package emerges. 
Eurotunnel's shares are like the 
cartoon character, running outof 
road and over a dim who 

remains poised in mid-air for a 
while until he realises his plight 
and plummets to the ground. 
The impossibility of valuing the 
shares on any rational basis, 
rather than any organised mar¬ 
ket skullduggery, more likely 
explains the sharp gyrations in 
the price once the rumour mills 
started to grind. Investors, who 
have given up on any dividends 
and accepted they face heavy 
dilution, will want to know what 
will happen to their perks of free 
travel on the tunnel after the 
refinancing. This is the only real 
return they have seen, and to 
some it has proved an attractive 
one. The board has a duty to 
shareholders to ensure this, too, 
is not to be diluted. 

In all this gloom, it is easy to 
overlook the project's achieve¬ 
ments. The tunnel has meant a 
huge expansion for the cross- 
Channel market, pre-Christmas 
bookings running some 30 per 
cent ahead despite the franc fart. 

Negotiations to create a new 
financial structure under which 
Eurotunnel can operate at a 
profit will be long and tortuous, 
with 200 banks and a healthy 
arbitrage market in that dis¬ 

tressed debt to contend with. The 
Eurotunnel board will be aided, 
paradoxically, by the implied- 
threat of receivership if they fall. 

company, could push throuj 
his shareholders. The Prince, 

Savoyards stake 
their claim 
□ WHILE the City may be 
holding fire, one interested party 
has already taken firm sides in 
the Granada/Forte scuffle. The 
Savoy Group would prefer Forte 
to emerge as the victor. 

That view is understandable, if 
self-serving. Granada has said 
Forte’s stake in the hotelier is one 
of the underperforming assets 
first out of the door if it wins and 
is already talking to buyers. One 
of these, it is accepted, is Prince 
al-Waleed, the Saudi saviour of 
Euro Disney and Canary Wharf. 

While the Prince might be 
regarded as a relatively benign 
purchaser, his arrival or that of 
any ocher mega-millionaire can 
only mean one thing: the end of the 
Savoy as an independent entity. 
He would be required to make a 
formal offer for the rest; in any 
case, no hiture owner is going to 
want most of the share capital out 

his shareholders. The Prince, 
whoever, will merely throw si 
firient cash at those Swiss fun 
with swing shareholdings un 
they sell out. 

By contrast. Forte’s plans if 
survives are to distribute tl 
shares to its own investors p 
rata. so giving the Savoyards t] 
best of both worlds, a wid 
shareholder base but continuii 
control through the B shan 
This is simply not on. Now is ti 
time for that archaic split-sha 
structure to be dismantled, or 
least for the board to start mov 
in this direction. That structu 
masks the true value of the mo 
widely held A shares, 
more difficult for Forte investn 
to weigh the Granada off 
against their board's intention. 

Magic formula 
□ THE Saatchi & Saatchi agen 
has marked the first anniversa 
of the split with the brothers 
robust fashion. “It's true, i 
'magic' left Saatchi & Saatchi t 
January 11th 1995," a corporz 
brochure admits, referring to o 
of the bloodiest days for ma 
defections. "As usual, it came ba 
at 9-30am the following morning 

Loadmasters: Chris Thomas, left the managing director of Menany Airfreight Holdings, which has bought Virgin 
Mailing & Distribution, the wrapping and mailing division of Virgin Aviation Services, with Alan Chambers, the 
managing director of Virgin Aviation Services. Virgin will emerge with a 20 per cent interest in the enlarged group 

Dixons disappoints with 
41% rise at half time 

By Sarah Bagnall 

DIXONS, the electrical stares 
group, yesterday revealed a 
smaller than expected rise in 
interim profits and a Christ¬ 
mas trading statement that 
dampened market confidence 
in the retail sector. 

Pre-tax profits rose 41 per 
cent to £37.5 million in die 28 
weeks to November H. Ana¬ 
lysts’ forecasts had clustered 
around the £35 million to £38 
million mark but in the run-up 
io Christmas a couple of 
stockbrokers had pushed up 
their forecasts to £44 mfllion. 

Although analysts’ predic¬ 
tions for the half year proved 
over-optimistic, most main¬ 
tained their foil-year forecasts 
of about £135 million. Disap¬ 
pointment at the size of the 
increase in the interim divi¬ 
dend contributed to a 14>2p faD 
in the share price to 409lzp.> 

TTie company said sales in 
the first eight weeks of the 
second half, which indude 
Christmas, were up 23 per 
cent overall and 10 per cent on 
a like-for-like basis. The ad¬ 
vances were fuelled by strong 
sales of persona] computers. 
Dixons said gross margins 
were similar to last year. 

The first half saw strong 

sales from each of the group’s 
four retail operations: Dixons, 
Currys, PC World and The 
Link, the communications 
specialist. 

The 350 Dixons stores lifted 
sales by II per cent to £262 
million. A reforbishinent pro¬ 
gramme helped lift likefor- 
like sales 9 per cent. Before 
refurbishment the stores were 
recording like-for-like sales 
declines of about 2 per cent 

Currys sales rose 15 per cent 

to £464 million, while like-for- 
like sales advanced 10 per 
cent. Dixons is moving Currys 
to out-of-town sites. It has 199 
out-of-town superstores and 
sees room for a total of 250. Of 
the 182 high street Currys 
stores, up to 100 will dose as 
they fail to meet profit targets 
or fall into the catchment area 
of new superstores. 

PC World rales leapt 83 per 
cent to £93 million and like- 
for-like sales rose 24 per cent. 

Seven new stores lifted the 
total to 21. and there are plans 
to open a further 30 over the 
next couple of years. 

The Link made its first 
contribution to sales, with the 
32 stores achieving turnover of 
£6 million. 

The interim dividend, due 
on March 4. was lifted 14 per 
cent to 2.05p. Earnings were 
5,9p a share, up 59 per cent 
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Mixed sales for Whitbread 
By Alasdair Murray 

WHITBREAD, the brewing 
and hotel group, reported 
yesterday that Christmas 
sates overall were ahead of 
the previous year, but that 
results in the raral businesses 
had been disappointing. 

The City interpreted the 
results as broadly neutral, but 
the share price feD 8p to 673p. 
Analysts are forecasting full- 
year profits of about £280 
utilUon. up 2 per cent on 1995. 

Peter Jarvis, the chief execu¬ 

tive, said that high street and 
retail park businesses, which 
include TGI Friday, Thresh¬ 
ers and Pirn Hut performed 
strongly.Out-of-town pubs 
and restaurants, including 
Brewers Fayie and Beefeater, 
were adversely affected by the 
weather and Christmas rush. 

The brewery side of the 
business recorded a strong 
increase in sales. The hotel 
operations, which include 
Travel Inn and the recently 

purchased Marriott chains, 
continued to trade well. 

Whitbread’s recently 
agreed acquisition of Forte's 
roadside businesses for £1.05 
billion, if the Granada bid for 
Forte is rejected, continues 
Whitbread’s expansion into 
holds and restuarant, al¬ 
though rumours that it is 
looking to sell its brewing 
division have been denied. 
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Brent Walker ‘mugged’ 
By Jon Ashworth 

BANKERS who ousted 
George Walker from the helm 
of bis leisure empire nearly 
five years ago, behaved like 
-the mafia " and were guilty of 
a corporate mugging, a tele¬ 
vision documentary claims 
tonight. 

Mr Walker, who claims to 
have lost £30 million as a 
result of the banks’ actions, 
remains deeply embittered by 
the events of May J99I which 
Jed to his removal as chid 
executive of Brent Walker. 

Speaking in My Brilliant 
Career (BBC2. 8pm), Mr 
Walker claims banks were 
falling over themselves to lend 
him money duringhe^ 
days of the 1980s. He recalls 
“Everyone wanted to lend 

money. Please borrow my 
money. Please take my money 
off me.” 

Mr Walker and two former 
Brent Walker directors talk 
candidly about die late night 
meeting at the company’s 
Trocadero headquarters in 
Piccadilly. London, during 
which representatives of Brent 
Walker’s hanks demanded Mr 
Walker’s removal They pre¬ 
sented a letter to the board 
stating that the banks, owed 
£15 billion, would withdraw 
their support if Mr Walker 
remained as chief executive. 

Alan Bobroff. a director of 
Brent Walker from 1985 to 
1991, tells the BBC “If we 
resisted, the directors couW be 
held personally liable for 

Walken bitter 

many hundreds of millions of 
pounds. We were being 
mugged: It was a corporate 
mugging." Mr Walkers wife, 
Jean, adds: “It was almost like 

the mafia. We were being 
threatened." 

A vote was taken at about 
430am. and Mr Walker lost 
by a margin of one. He and his 
wife stood up and left the 
room. He recalls: “1 was 
numb.! was completely with¬ 
out thought. I just couldn't 
focus any more. It was the 
finish of my life. It was gone." 
Jean Walker adds: “George 
said: 'I'm dead’, and I said: 
’Oh, don’t be so sQly. One door 
doses, another one opens' — 
and that was it" 

Mr Walker talks about his 
trial, and subsequent acquittal 
on charges of theft and false 
accounting. He reflects: 
“There’s no doubt about iL If I 
had been guilty. I would have 
gone to pnson. It would have 
destroyed me and my family-" 

United pub 
merger 

deal near 

Sainsbuiy chiefs role spl 
to bolster grocery busines 

SHARES in United Brewer¬ 
ies. the public house group 
that completed a restructur¬ 
ing last April, were suspend¬ 
ed at Ifcp at the company’s 
request after it emerged that 
a reverse takeover is in the 
pipeline (writes Philip 
Pangalos). 

United, which has an 
estate of 140 mostly tenanted 
pubs in London, the Home 
Counties and Thames Val¬ 
ley, said it is in advanced 
talks which, if successful, 
will lead to the acquisition of 
a company that owns and 
operates a public house 
estate of a similar sire to its 
current one. 

Industry experts expect 
United, which is capitalised 
at £11.1 million and is based 
in Buckingham, to merge 
with an unquoted pubs com¬ 
pany based in a similar pari 
of the country and with a 
largely tenanted estate: 

By Sarah Bagnall 

J SAJNSBURY, the supermar¬ 
ket group, is to split the role of 
chairman and chief executive 
and has named Dino Adriano 
as heir apparent to the post of 
chief executive of the UK 
supermarket business. 

One of the top-level man¬ 
agement changes revealed by 
the company yesterday is that 
David Sainsbuiy. chairman 
and chief executive, is relin¬ 
quishing the latter job, which 
is to be split into two separate 
posts. The first — and most 
tmportanf — is chief executive 
of the UK supermarket busi¬ 
ness, a job that ultimately will 
be filled by Mr Adriano, noiw 
chairman of Homebase, the 
group’s DIY chain. The sec¬ 
ond chief executive post covers 
Homebase and the group's 
American businesses, which 
Include Shaw’s. 

Mr Salisbury said: “We 
have derided to have two chief 

executives because the UK 
supermarket business is a 
very substantial part of the 
group and we need to have the 
chief executive totally focused 
on the business." The UK sup¬ 
ermarket business accounts 
for about 80 per cent of group 
sales. Mr Adriano. 52. takes 
over his new post at the end of 
1997. In the interim. Tom 
Vyner. joint managing di¬ 
rector, will hold it with Mr 
Adriano as his deputy. 

Analysts welcomed Mr 
Adriano's appointment but 
were disappointed by the two- 
year delay. Tbqy MacNeary, 
an analyst at NatWest Securi¬ 
ties, said: “The disappoint¬ 
ment is that Vyner is staying 
on so long. Typically for the 
business, which is conserva¬ 
tive and plodding, it's a slow 
step in the right direction." 

Philip Dorgan, an analyst at 
Strauss TumbuIJ, agreed: 

"Swifter action would 
been preferable. Sainsbu 
often criticised as not reat 
quickly enough and th: 
another example. On bal 
it is good news but it c 
have been bener." 

Mr Sainsbury will be ei 
live chairman in charg 
strategy, with the two i 
executives reporting direct 
him. The company also 
nounced that D< 
Quarmby. joint managin 
rector, will be responsibli 
business development. S; 
bury*s is looking inten 
and externally for a candi 
to fill the second chief e> 
tive post. 

The retailer is due to 
nounce a trading stateme: 
the end of January, w 
analysts widely expect ft 
cautious and reveal it is 1c 
market share. Satnsbi 
shares fell Ip to 388p. 
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to First Direct, because like me they give a full service on a Sunday. I found the freephone number in 
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form in the post for me to sign and after sorting my security details, my account was open. I got a 

Welcome Pack, cheque book and First Direct Card, together with some forms to make moving 
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from the machine in the high street... okay I confess, it's good to be with a bank 1 can believe in." 

tor 24 hour telephone ban S 0800 24 24 24 
MnUn/MtssfNb or Trie Forenamefej 

or cofaplata and post tftte coupon tw First Dfraety Freepost HK 16, Leeds, L588 2RS. 

/ 
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London catches a cold 
as New York freezes 

THE arctic conditions dial 
have brought Wail Street al¬ 
most to a standstill this week, 
swept through the London 
stock market yesterday and 
share prices fell sharply. 

An overnight sell-off that 
saw the Dow Janes industrial 
average tumble almost 70 
points and evidence of further 
selling when trading resumed 
in New York last night sealed 
London's fete. 

Behind the losses on Wall 
Street is the failure to resolve 
the deadlock over the US 
federal budget After such a 
strong run of late, it was 
inevitable that share prices 
were vulnerable. 

At one stage, the FT-SE 100 
index was down almost 40 
points, having had to contend 
with a gloomy set of economic 
figures showing Britain's 
trade gap with the rest of 
world widening to its worst 
since December 1992. 

In the event, the index 
closed above its worst, 2&S 
down at 3,671 .5, with brokers 
in London banking, perhaps 
forlornly, on an early rally on 
Wall Street Ity the dose a total 
of 777 million shares had 
changed hands. 

It was inevitable that the 
battle between Granada and 
Forte should continue to domi¬ 
nate investors* attention- But 
there was no sign of the widely 
predicted dawn raid by Gra¬ 
nada on Forte. 

One company caught in the 
crossfire this week is 
Whitbread, which fell a fur¬ 
ther 6p to 675p. for a two-day 
deficit of 23p. Whitbread has 
agreed to buy Forte’s roadside 
operations. including 
Travelodge, Welcome Break 
and Happy Eater, for El.05 
billion. The deal is dependent 
on Forte resisting Granada’s 
£3.8 billion final offer. 

As a result, the news that 
sales and profits at Whitbread 
during the Christinas season 
were in line with expectations 
and ahead of last year was 
largely ignored. Beer volumes 
were significantly up and the 
take-home trade enjoyed a 
strong performance. 

Yesterday the Forte share 
price rose 9p to 360p cm 
turnover of more than 48 
million shares. Brokers began 
taking the view that this 
week’s improved terms from 
Granada might be enough to 
tip the battle in its favour. 

At one stage, ABN Amro 
HoareGovett, Granada's bro¬ 
ker, was said to have bid 360p 
for a block of five million 
shares. But it is unlikely the 

LONDON 
COMMODITY EXCHANGE 

COCOA 
Mir-May-1013-ion 
Mb)-92M19 Jul-unq 
Jul -W» StQ-;- 
Sep-95*957 Dec- 
Dec. wwn 
Mar_WCM VohnneTRfc 

Eurotunnel was back on track on holiday trade reports 

purchase was made on behalf 
of Granada, which climbed 
16p to 653p. 

J Sainsbuiy lost an early 
lOp lead to finish lp cheaper at 
38Sp following confirmation of 

from the City, leaving the 
shares 18p down at 4Q6p. A 46 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £38.9 million was in line 
with most forecasts. Brokers 
are predicting a final outcome .wap joiiawing connrmanon of are predicting a final outcome 

a series of management - of between £125 million and 
changes. Brokers expressed £135 million for the hill year. 
disappointment with the 
changes, which saw David 
Sainsbury holding on to both 
roles of chairman and chief 

Next felled to make the best 
of a profits upgrade by BZW 
and a bumper set of sales 
figures in the run-up to Christ- 

Monument Oil & Gas made further headway, adding another 
I*2p to a year’s high of 63Up in buoyant trading that saw more 
than three million shares change hands and stretching the rise 
daring the past two days to 5p. Brokers say that a large seller 
has now completed his business and withdrawn. 

executive. There had been 
hopes that Dino Adriano 
would be appointed chief 
executive. 

The other supermarket 
chains lost ground in line with 
the rest of the market Asda 
slipped l*ap to UOp, Argyll 9p 
to 337p, kwik Save 3p to 506p. 
and Tesco 7p to 299p. 

Half-year figures from Dix¬ 
ons, the electrical good retail¬ 
er, received a cool reception 

mas. with the price felling I5p 
to 438p. Sales during the 
autumn rose 13 per cent with 
sales at the Next Directory 17 
per cent ahead of the previous 
year. BZW was impressed 
with Next's performance and 
raised its forecast fin: the full 
year by an extra £4 million to 
£122 million. 

Kingfisher plans to splash 
out almost £60 million on 
buying a 20 per cent stake in 

DIXONS GROUP: 
CHRISTMAS TRADING FAILS 
TO MEET EXPECTATIONS 
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New York (midday): 

Tokyo: 
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Hong Kong: 
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Paris: 
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London: 
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FT-SE MW 250 _ _ 40390 (-31.4) 
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FT-SE Euro track 100 . 
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BUT, France's fourth lar^st 
electrical retailer. Kingfisher 
is buying the shares from 
Anfre Yenturini, BUT’s 
founder, and will speak for 
almost 15 per cent of die votes. 
Kingfisher already owns 
Daily, the leading French 
electrical retailer. Kingfisher 
ended 16p lower at 528p. 

Eurotunnel managed to 
daw bade Tuesday's losses 
with a rise of 7p to S4p after 
revealing it had made the 
most of holiday traffic over the 
festive season. Tourist traffic 
increased 2J per cent to 163305 
vehicles during December, al¬ 
though it meant a drop in 
freight-carrying vehicles. 
Fewer trains were run because 
of the French public workers’ 
strikes. 

The group is expected to 
announce soon that 1995 sales 
will top £275 million. The 
current year shows a 50 per 
cent rise. 

Campbell & Armstrong. 
the building specialist rose_4p 
to 20p. Highland Electronics 
has topped up its holding with 
the purchase of a further 
3354>18 shares, raising its total 
to 25 million, or 173 per cent 
City speculators are hoping 
the next move will be a hill bid 
for the company. 

Acorn Computer was a 
firm market adding Zip at 
238p on news of a develop¬ 
ment agreement The group 
has struck a deal with Orade 
to develop reference designs 
for a series of network comput¬ 
ing products. 
□ GILT-EDGED: Worries 
over the US federal budget 
deadlock continue to cast a 
shadow over world bond mar¬ 
kets. Even so. bonds in 
London underperformed com¬ 
pared with other European 
markets. 

At one stage the March 
series of the Long GQt threat¬ 
ened to test the important £110 
resistance level, but later re¬ 
duced its defidt to finish £9/si 
down on the session at 
El 10*/si. A total fo 62,000 
contracts were completed. 

In the cash market bench¬ 
mark Treasury 8 per cent 2013 
finished a couple of ticks lower 
at ElQ23/>2, while at the 
shorter end Treasury 8 per 
cent 2000 lost a similar 
amount at E1047/1«. 
□ NEW YORK: Shares on 
Wall Street stayed weak in the 
wake of Tuesday's fall, though 
leading high-tech stocks re¬ 
gained some strength. By mid¬ 
day the Dow Jones industrial 
average was 5,09833, down 
3330 points. 
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Post-prandial blues 
THE traditional pre-Christmas cheer from 
retailers appears to have suffered more than 
usually from excessive optimism. Only a 
handful of Britain's mailers have revealed 
figures for the Christinas period, but senti¬ 
ment has changed sharply. 

Yesterday's trigger was trading statements 
from Next and Dixons. Neither company 
released poor figures — both notched up 
strong underlying sales advances; the prob¬ 
lem was that the results were not quite good 
enough. Next and Dixons are currently the 
darlings of the retail sector and analysts were 
expecting a glittering performance for both 
over the Christmas period. 

Evidence of more modest achievements 
sent analysts back to their calculators to re¬ 
compute their forecasts for the sector. The 
biggest fellers were those companies expected 

to outshine their rivals. 
42 per cent, with Next down 3 per cent, while 
JJB Sports and Boots also lest ground* ^ 
those retailers, such as WH Smith, 
expected to show relatively luddustre perfor¬ 
mances, the falls were less pronounced. 

Reduced expectations haw tnmmal the 
sector’s rating in relation to the market A Kj 
per cent premium last January grew to a 30 
per cent premium at the end of 1995-To 
sustain such outperfbrmance, retailers need¬ 
ed to produce results impressive enough to 
justify upgrading profit forecasts. Sadly, the 
market is now convinced that the consumer 
continued to watch his purse last month and 
profit upgrades have been more than out¬ 
numbered by markdowns. Although part' of 
the premium was unwound yesterday, tne 

shares still have farther to fell- 

Kingfisher 
IN THE short term, the best 
news from Kingfisher’s 
agreement to buy 20 per cent 
of BUT, the French retailer, 
is that sales figures at Darty 
cannot be all that had. Spec¬ 
ulation was mounting that 
the recent strike would badly 
hurt Kingfisher’s French 
electrical retail chain. How¬ 
ever, the indications are that 
Daity held up reasonably 
well and Kingfisher is pre¬ 
pared to pay a full price to 
increase its exposure , to re¬ 
tailing across the Channel 

The minority stake in BUT - 
holds out the medium-term 
promise of raising Dartys 
share of the French electri¬ 
cals market from 12.9 to 18 
per cent with the exercise of 
an option after two years. 
The curious aspect to the 
deal is that BUT’s main 
strength is in furniture, 
where it is number two with 

Whitbread 
RUMOURS of the death of 
brewing at Whitbread are 
premature. The company’s 
dash into the leisure business 
looks set to continue with, or 
without Forte's roadside 
businesses. But Whitbread 
does not need to sell brewer¬ 
ies to fund the £1 billion 
purchase of Happy Eaters 
and little Chefs.' 

In fact Whitbread's strong 
brewing performance over 
the past year encourages the 
view that the company is 
seeking to expand further its 
beer interests. Speculation 
has centred on Caiisberg- 
Tetley. joint owned by Allied 
Domecq and Carlsberg. 
Should Granada succeed in 
its bid for Forte, denying 
Whitbread all but the scraps 
of the roadside business, the 
company could well opt for a 
brewer. Even with the Forte 
businesses, Whitbread prob¬ 
ably has the strength to buy a 
brewer as well. 

Only two years ago 
Whitbread expected to see its 

7.7 per cent of the French 
maitat a retailing sector 
where Kingfisher has only 
fringe experience via B&Q. 

Kingfisher is paying more 
than 19 times historic earn¬ 
ings for BUT. a discount 
retailer serving the French 
new-home buyer. The high 
multiple is expected to fell to 
the mid-teens but it will be 
years before Kingfisher can 

make cost savings by merg¬ 
ing the two businesses. 

If Kingfisher had an¬ 
nounced the acquisition of 5 
per cent of a German electri¬ 
cal retailer, celebrations 
would be in order. However, 
it is hoping for a French 
retail recovery and the deci¬ 
sion to invest in furniture 
suggest its French ambitions 
are larger than expected. 

SCORING FRENCH GOALS 

125 per cent share of the 
brewing market slowly 
erode. But in the face of 
competition, Whitbread has 
improved its share to 14 per 
cent and continues to in¬ 
crease sales while keeping a 
lid on costs. Whitbread 
shares have drifted as the 
initial Forte excitement wore 
off, providing investors an 
opportunity to buy one of the 
better shares in the rector. 

Vibroplant 
VIBRO PLANT has strode a 
better bargain than expected 
with the sale of its American 
plant hire business, but 
Vibroplant fe left with the 
problem of how to invest the 
proceeds which well exceed 
the market worth of the 
group. American Hi-Lift, 
which rents cheny pickers, 
has enjoyed a rapid recovery 
over the past year with prof¬ 
its in the first half exceeding 
the UK level, where margins 
have been eroded by 
competition. 

The UK construction reces¬ 

sion has left plant hire com¬ 
panies scrambling for busi¬ 
ness and since September 
prices have fallen by 5 per 
cent With no sign of an up¬ 
turn, Vibroplant needs to in¬ 
crease its market share, 
currently a mere 2-3 per cent 
Hence yesterday's deal, 
which should leave tire plant 
hire group with net cash of 
some £15 million after tax, 
ample funds for the purchase 
of rival businesses. 

Vibroplant's rating has 
suffered from the construc¬ 
tion recession and at 81p, the 
shares are at a discount of 
more than 40 per cent to net 
asset value, including the 
American cash. The com¬ 
pany is only renting60-70 per 
cent of its fleet so any new 
business from acquisitions 
should provide an immediate 
boost to profits. If Vibroplant 
spends its money well, the 
share discount will narrow, 
but it must act quickly or the 
cash will be a further drag on 
earnings. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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Sweet and sour 
—with ice 
ANALYSTS fighting their 
JJ** to work today 
through New York’s snow 
storms will be doing so 
with dread in their hearts. 
Bloomberg’s second annu¬ 
al survey of the 25 worst 
analysts on Wall Street is 
now out, and senior part¬ 
ners will be scouring the 
lists for names. 

^ast year the survey, 
published in Financial 
World, America’s oldest 
business magazine, only 
listed the "worst 25” ana¬ 
lysts. hence it was dubbed 
the Lemon List. This year, 
the 25 best analysts and 3) 
brokerage houses are aim 
ranked, hence it is dubbed 
the Sweet and Sour list 

It is bitter sweet for 
telecoms equipment ana¬ 
lyst Therese Murphy — 
last year’s No I Lemon. 
FW reports that she is not 
on any list thfe' year 
"because she was the 26th 
worst performer". FW fur¬ 
ther notes that another on 
the 1995 Lemon list "is no 
longer in equity research". 

Supply-side hitch 
THERE is a thoughtful 
touch to the invitation to 
today’s wedding of Jenny 
Tora, senior fund manager 
at LAI International, the 
US fund management side 
of HQ] Samuel and Nick 
An till, BZW*s head of ofl 
sales/research. Bidding 
their friends to a cham¬ 
pagne reception at Trinity 
House, where the musical¬ 
ly versed Jenny has arran¬ 
ged a tenor to sing, they 
write, “we have bun to¬ 
gether for some years. At 
last count we bad four ir¬ 
oning boards, four electric 
kettles and several toasters 
and fed a car boot sale 
might be the only solution 
to ouur oversupply situa¬ 
tion. So please, don’t buy 
us a wedding present In¬ 
stead. treat yourself or lov¬ 
ed one or make a donation 
to a favourite charity." 
Here's hoping none of the 
toasters packs up. 

“We are also doubling 
the size of our dividend” 

Flood of offers 
HERE’S enterprise for 
you. After Noah, the Is¬ 
lington antiques and furni¬ 
ture «*wipnf iumr is having 
a sale. Everything, except 
beds and a few selected 
items, has been marked 
down 10 percent On items 
over £10, shoppers can 
elect to toss a coin — heads 
secures you 15 per cent off. 
Tails you lose, and get only 
5 percent oft 

Over-qualified 
MICHELE BRADLEY, a 
partner specialising in 
commercial property at 
law firm Forsyte Saunders 
Kerman, was asked by 
The Lawyer magazine to 
recall her most embarrass¬ 
ing moment “Shortly 

■after I was made partner, I 
attended a major lease-ne¬ 
gotiating meeting. The 
other sides’ solicitors ush¬ 
ered me into the wrong 
room and interviewed me 
for a job as a trainee 
solicitor. I didn't gel it she 
reveals. 

/ HAVE sad news for the 
566 people in Britain who 
are shareholders in Ma¬ 
laysia Mining Corpora¬ 
tion. They had better start 
brushing up on their Ma-' 
Lay. After 20 years •of 
maintaining a branch 
register in the l/K and 'a 
listing on the London 
Stock Exchange, the regis¬ 
ter is cfasmg and the 
listing is bang terminated 
Oft Janaary 31. 

Colin Campbell 

3ANET6USH 

Conservatives ignore 
Europe at their peril 

The European drive 
to hit Maastricht 

deficit targets 

threatens to 

throw UK exports 
off course The storm douds are gathering 

over Europe, . but Britain 
seems oblivious. Our great 
leaders have been practically 

everywhere else, in mind and body. 
Michael Portillo has been carrying the 
Euro-sceptic standard and a grudge 
against Emma Nicholson from tire 
United Arab Emirates to the Philip¬ 
pines and Japan. Tony Blair just 
managed to get out of Japan in lime to 
'miss Mr Portillo and gave Singapore 
his vision of a stakeholder society. 
Michael Howard was in Delhi, defend¬ 
ing arms sales to Saudi Arabia. 
Kenneth Clarke was touring Latin 
America, touting for privatisation busi¬ 
ness for Britain's merchant bankers. 
Michael Heseftme was the nearest any 
of them got to the heart of Europe, 
slamming Mr Blair from the Italian 
holiday resort of Amalfi. 

John Major, meanwhile, had his 
head in his fish pond in Huntingdon, 
trying to avoid the flak flying so 
wantonly around the world. In splen¬ 
did isolation. He dutifully put out his 
now monthly message, warning his 
party to stop in-fighting, and launched 
his re-election campaign. 

The message, which is going to be 
rammed borne repeatedly this year, is 
that the economy is shaping up nicely, 
that the pain is receding and that foe 
British consumer is gang to come bade 
with a vengeance and win the election 
for the Conservatives. 

the economic debate in Britain is 
now dominated by whether the Gov¬ 
ernment is right to predict that 
consumer spending will increase by 35 
per cent this year and help the 
Treasury to meet its target for econom¬ 
ic growth of 3 per cenLThe fact that foe 
focus is almost entirely on whether the 
consumer beast will finally stir reflects 
an how near the ejection now might be. 
The Government is relying on the 
notion that consumer confidence will 
translate into votes. 

But there is scarcely any debate 
about what will happen this year in die 
other sources of economic growth. 
Much has been written about the 
involuntary build-up of stocks in 
Britain last year and bow quickly these 
wfl] be run down so that healthy 
growth can resume. The stocks cycle 
should mean a very weak end of 1995 
and beginning of 1996. Investment is 
still uncertain, with spending on plant 
and machinery looking reasonably 
healthy, but investment in oonstruction 
looking very weak. 

But possibly the most contentious 
area is Britain’S trade performance. 
The Government is predicting growth 
in export volumes this year of &25 per 
cent, a better performance than the 65 
per cent the Treasury estimates was 
achieved in 1995. Imports are expected 
to rise by 7.75 per oent so leading to an. 
overall improvement in Britain's visi¬ 
ble trade deficit. 

The major problem, as yesterday’s 
trade figures showed, is that exports to 
Britain’s key European export markets 
are faltering. Exports to Europe fell by 
52 per cent in October largely because 
demand from Germany and the Bene¬ 
lux countries was weaker. Exports to 
Germany fell 65 per cent, while 
exports to the Benelux countries were 
down 10.4 per cent. 

In foe current political climate 
within foe Conservative Party, it is 
understandable that potential prob¬ 

lems emanating from Europe are best 
brushed under tile carpet as the 
wooing of foe electorate begins in 
earnest. Bui sooner or later. Europe 
will re-enter with a roar from stage left 
The inter-goveramental conference on 
plans for European monetary union 
wifi probably start in the second half of 
tiie year and is a timebomb of which 
John Major is well aware What is less 
recognised is the damaging impart on 
British exporters of the Maastricht- 
inspired stranglehold on continental 
European growth. 

This is a Europe-wide phenomenon, 
but let us take France and Germany 
which, in recent years, have accounted 
for about on quarter of British export 
markets. The signs are ominous. 
Yesterday, there was news that Ftench 
consumer confidence 
had fallen to its low¬ 
est level since Janu¬ 
ary 1987. On Tues¬ 
day, there was news 
of a 68,000 surge in 
German unemploy¬ 
ment to 3.79 million 
and a jump of more 
titan 19 per cent in 
company insolven¬ 
cies in October 
against a year ago. 

The DIW institute ______ 
— admittedly always 
on the pessimistic side — predicted 
German growth of oily 1 per cent this 
year and Helmut Schmidt, a farmer 
Chancellor, was moved to characterise 
Germany as a shackled Gulliver. "If 
we don’t want conditions like in Rone, 
endless strikes like in Paris, class war 
like England, or a crippling of public 
services like the United States, then we 
must pull ourselves together in 1996," 
he opined with a tact that must 
infuriate the Lilliputians with which 
Germany means to share its destiny. 

As Europe struggles to meet the 
Maastricht convergence criteria by the 
end of 1997, the risk is that growth will 
be dampened down to such an extent 

UK exports 
to Europe 

dropped 5.2% 
in October 
because of 

weaker demand 

that unemployment will rise to even 
more politically unacceptable levels 
and that deficits, for from foiling, may 
actually rise in some cases. 

Last summer, Mike Picks, European 
economist at JP Morgan in London, 
calculated the size of overall fiscal 
tightening needed in 14 European 
countries in order to hit Maastricht’s 
deficit criterium and what the cost 
would be in growth and unemployment 
He estimated that the average fiscal 
tightening — with no action presumed 
to be needed in Germany, Denmark, the 
Irish Republic and The Netherlands — 
would be equivalent to 1.9 per cent of 
gross domestic product Growth, on 
average, would be cut by 2.6 per cent 
and unemployment would rise by 05 
per cent Germany, for all this week’s 
_ chest bearing, is 

probably not in bad 
shape, with most 
economists predict¬ 
ing a recovery in 
growth in the second 
half of this year after 
a poor first half. The 
economics team at 
Lehman Brothers 
notes that Germany 
is planning tax cuts 
later this year for the 
low paid, a group 
that has a high mar¬ 

ginal propensity to spend, and that 
domestic demand should also be 
boosted by higher wages. 

France is foe major worry. Jean 
Arthuis, France's Finance Minister, 
yesterday revised down his forecast for 
growth last year to 26 per cent from 29 
per cent, but has thus for left his 
forecast for growth this year un¬ 
changed at 25 per cent This is widely 
expected to be revised downwards, 
perhaps to 25 per cent, but most 
observers of France believe that this is 
hopelessly over-optimistic. 

Mr Dicks has calculated that France 
would have to tighten fiscal policy 
overall by 1.1 per cent. This would cut 

growth by \2 per cent cumulatively 
and raise unemployment by 0.2 per 
cent. He now predicts that France may 
grow by as little as 125 per cent this 
year and that this could leave France’s 
deficit as a percentage of GDP at 4.75 
per cent this year and at 4 per cent in 
1997, still above the 3 per cent required 
under Maastricht He believes that it 
might take until 1999 for France to 
meet the deficit criteria. 

There are many other sceptical 
voices. Julian Jessop, European econo¬ 
mist with HSBC Markets, believes 
growth will amount to no more than 1.6 
per cent and that the deficit will 
overshoot even if the authorities stick 
to their guns on current deficit plans 
and stand firm in spite of rising 
unemployment He and others, such as 
James Capel, see the rate of unemploy¬ 
ment rising to 12 per cent this year, 
from 115 per cent in 1995. 

French ministers may well decry this 
pessimism from the Euro-sceptic 
gnomes of London and they will almost 
certainly continue to pursue their 
painful Maastricht programme, de¬ 
stroying growth on foe way. Having 
faced down the strikers, the mood is 
morose but determined and that 
means a hard, low growth grind for the 
foreseeable future. 

There seems little hope of a big boost 
to growth from the US, Japan, or the 
rest of Europe. Some succour may 
appear in the form of lower interest 
rates, but with predictions of a gentle 
rise in German inflation later this year, 
the scope does not appear to be groat as 
long as France, and others, remain 
committed to exchange-rate stability 
against foe mark. 

And what of our own soeptered isle? 
If consumer spending is really set to 
grow by 35 per cent, foe worry must be 
that imports will start surging. Exports 
to key European markets are likely to 
straggle. No wonder that Messrs 
Howard, Clarke and Pbrtillo are 
touring for business across the non- 
European world stage. 

Putting the 
House’s 
pensions 
in order 

An improvement in the scheme for MPs 

has been attacked as unwarranted. 

Alfred Morris replies to the critics 

Recent reports about 
the Parliamentary 
Contributory Pen¬ 

sion Fund (PCPF) have left 
some MPs wondering if the 
fund can really be the one to 
which they subscribe. The 
suggestion that a uniform 
accrual rate of one fiftieth 
for each year of parliamen¬ 
tary service is "selfish" ig¬ 
nores the fort that any 
change in the fond's provi¬ 
sions must first be recom¬ 
mended by an independent 
review body. It is that body, 
not M PS. that has made the 
fond's accrual rate a priority 
for change. 

Even so. the fund’s man¬ 
aging trustees sought expert 
and impartial legal advice 
before accepting the review 
body's recommendation. 
That advice emphasised the 
expertise of foe review body, 
its independence and that its 
recommendations must be 
treated by the trustees as 
reflecting "good current 
practice in pension schemes 
. . . balancing the burden of 
contributions against the 
benefit of higher pensions.” 

To compare the PCPF 
with foe Civil Service 
scheme is wrongheaded. 
Not only is the parliamenta¬ 
ry scheme a contributory 
one, it is one in which the 
member's contribution, at 9 
per cent was 
for long 
among the 
highest of 
any occupa¬ 
tional pen¬ 
sion scheme 
In Britain. 
This was the 
price de¬ 
manded of 
MPs in 1983, 
by the then 
Prime Minis¬ 
ter. to offset 
part of the 
cost of a re¬ 
view body's 
award on 
parliamenta¬ 
ry pay- 

There was 
no talk then 
of the reper- 
cussive ef¬ 
fects that 
level of member’s contribu¬ 
tion would have an others in 
public service. listen to 
some of the "pension ex¬ 
perts" and you would think 
that the pay of civil servants 
is abated by a "notional" 6 
per cent to pay for iheir 
pensions. But it is a notion 
that nobody else now takes 
seriously, least of all Tony 
Newton, Leader of the Com¬ 
mons, who told the House 
when commenting on the 
parliamentary scheme on 
July 17: " ... there is no 
getting away from the feet — 
nor do 1 seek to disguise it— 
that this is a Contributory 
Scheme and that the Civil 
Service Scheme is not." 
(Hansard, col 1416). 

Since parliamentary pay 
was for many years linked to 
that of a Civil Service grade. 
MPS must effectively have 
been paying a punitive 15 
per cent of gross salary for 
their pensions when their 
scheme's contribution rate 
was 9 per cent. 

Morris: “expert advice" 

MPs accepted the imposi¬ 
tion of a pension contribu¬ 
tion rate which, at the time, 
was significantly above that 
needed by their pension 
fond. The 9 percent rate was 
of direct and substantial 
benefit to the Exchequer and 
a dear case of manipulating 
a pension fond at the mem¬ 
ber’s expense — a technique 
later refined and perfected 
by others and which has 
now been legislated against 

"Pension experts" who 
think that the change pro¬ 
posed by the independent 
review body will make the 
PCPF one of the most gener¬ 
ous occupational schemes 
might look (as perhaps Lord 
Nolan would advise) at the 
accrual rate of the judges’ 
pension scheme. 

Look at what other legisla¬ 
tures do and you will see 
that Westminster MPs are 
anything but profligate 
when it comes to defending 
their interests in terms of the 
accrual rate. It is much foe 
same story as any compari¬ 
son between MPs' salaries 
here and in other countries. 
The most recent league table 
on parliamentary pay shows 
the UK in the relegation 
zone, third from the bottom, 
about which a leader in The 
Times on November 14,1995 
said: "In foe past 30 years. 

the average 
real income 
of Britons 
has risen by 
80 per cent; 
that of MPs is 
still the same 
as it was in 
1964. In those 
days, to go 
into politics 
was as attrac¬ 
tive an option 
for ambitious 
young gradu¬ 
ates as was 
the law, the 
media or bus¬ 
iness. Now it 
requires a pe¬ 
culiar self- 
sacrifice .. 

The leader 
concluded: 
“British MPs 
... must be 

paid a better rate for their 
job." It might here be added 
that their pension fond 
should also be urgently fur¬ 
ther reviewed, not least to 
provide a better deal for 
widows and other depen¬ 
dants of M PS who have died 
and for retired MPs whose 
claims have also been 
strongly and repeatedly 
pressed with the indepen¬ 
dent review body by the 
managing trustees. 

To accuse MPs of wrong¬ 
doing when no wrong has 
been done is to undermine 
those who work to eradicate 
actual wrongdoing. In this 
instance it is also to invite 
those who manage the 
PCPF to ignore expert and 
impartial legal advice about 
their duties and 
responsibilities. 

The Rt Hon Alfred Morris, 
AO QSO MP, is chairman 
of the managing trustees of 
the Parliamentary Contrib¬ 
utory Pension Fund. 
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Utilities, regulators and competition on a global scale Housing gloom 
From Mr Michael R. Bond 
Sir, In the issue of January 3 
you refer to the need for the 
new chief executive of British 
Telecom to make peace with 
the regulator. It seems to me 
that it is the other way around. 
Far from regulating their re¬ 
spective industries, the regula¬ 
tors are trying to mould item 
in line with tbeir own vision iff 
how tilings ought to be and 
which, in most cases, is very 
different to the situation creat¬ 
ed by Parliament when the 
utilities were privatised 

The good news is that the 
Labour Party has recognised 
the need to look critically at 
the role of the regulators. It is 

a pity that foe alleged party of 
business sees no need to do sa 

Britain needs strong, com¬ 
petitive companies able to 
build on their home markets 
and develop into overseas 
ones as the opportunity arises. 
Many utilities are trying to do 
this, but they are not helped by 
spiteful regulation which 
changes the rules every time 
thqy successfully cope with the 
last beartrap set for them. 

There is a lack of under¬ 
standing of competition 
among those not faced with 
competition in their own 
fields. The fort is that the 
utilities are obliged to respond 
to attempts to steal their 

markets by becoming more 
competitive. Now that the 
British market is open to all 
comers, the measure of com¬ 
petition should be on a global 
scale. As the figures you 
published before Christmas 
showed on a global scale, 
British companies don't rate. 
They never will if they are 
continually being hamstrung 
by wdl-meaning members of 
foe salariat every time they 
respond positively to the chal¬ 
lenges put before them. 
Yours faithfully 
MICHAEL R. BOND, 
119 High Street, 
Chesterton. 
Cambridge. 

Stock Exchange board shows signs of being Luddite 
From MrR. D. Bushrod 
Sir. Stock Exchange Luddites. 
After the forced resignation of 
Michael Lawrence I wonder 
how many London Stock 
Exchange board members 
Wifi reflect on dinner conver¬ 
sations when, undoubtedly, 
they held forth on the need far 
the dockers, the miners, foe 
printers and the employees in 
general id foceup to needs of 

a modern economy? What 
happened to those groups 
which were accused of ignor¬ 
ing reality and putting self- 
interest before foe needs 

of their industry, I wonder? 
Yours faithfully, 
R. D. BUSHROD. 
Beech Cottage. Li dwells Lane. 
GoudhursL Kent 

Readers can send their letters to the 
Business and Finance section 

of The Times by fax 
on 0171-7825112. 

From Mr Alan Bardsley, 
Sir, Professional commentary 
on the housing market always 
seems to be divorced from 
reality (Halifax forecasts 2 per 
cent recovery, December 27). 
Building sod cries promote, 
and commentators still en¬ 
dorse. the boom of the 1970s, 
when house price inflation 
exceeded borrowing costs. 

The actual market is trying 
to come to terms with housing 
as just another commodity. 
For any of the Halifax fore¬ 
casts to come to fruition would 
be unfortunate. The concept of 
continuous real equity gain in 
a fixed asset is insupportable; 
we do not expect that in other 
fields. 

The implication of a IO per 
cent decline in turnover is still 
that 90 per cent of previous 
transactions are still going on. 
The vast majority must be 
contented and perhaps, with 
luck, we have lost the specula¬ 
tive element of foe market For 
the blame, the societies ought 
to look doser to home. 
Yours faithfully, 
ALAN BARDSLEY. 
Cartref, Church Lane, 
Gawsworth. Macclesfield, 
Cheshire. 

Now your TESSA is about to mature, where's the best place to put 

your money? For the answer, ring us for Ruth Sunderland’s TESSA 

guide. As former Money Editor of the Daily Express, Ruth examines 

everything you need to know - including recent budget changes. 

Call now to register for your free copy. 

Calffm: ftmi-fyin,. 

Open 7 cLns. Or contact »•; on 
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Ingham 
chief 

executive 
resigns 

Alan Stephenson has re¬ 
signed as chief executive of 
Ingham, the troubled 
raini-conglomerate that in¬ 
curred a pre-tax loss of 
£1.07 million for the six 
months to September 30. 

The company, which 
earned £867,000 before tax 
in the first half of the 
previous year, announced 
the sale of its loss-making 
worded spinning business 
for a nominal sum. The 
sale will leave Ingham to 
focus on its UK classic car 
parts business. 

Mr Stephenson, who be¬ 
came chief executive in 
August 1994, will remain a 
non-executive director. 

Ingham intends to rec¬ 
ommend proposals by po¬ 
tential investors, repre¬ 
sented by SBC Warburg, 
which would involve a 
share subscription and a 
related pre-emptive invita¬ 
tion to existing sharehold¬ 
ers at 36p a share. 

Interim losses were &6p 
a share, compared with 
earnings of 12p. There is 
no interim payout (L75p). 

Ryland up 
Rytand Group, the motor 
distribution and contract 
hire group, increased pre¬ 
tax profits to £155 million 
horn £L15 million in the 
half-year to October 31, on 
turnover that rose to £1545 
million from £118.1 mD- 
tion. Earnings were 355p a 
share (3.42p). There is an 
interim dividend of 1.17p a 
share (0 127(1). 

Society loan 
Northern Rock Building 
Society has completed its 
biggest syndicated loan. As 
co-arranger with Banque 
Paribas, the society is lend¬ 
ing £39 million of an £89 
million total loan to fund 
the transfer of more than 
5,000 homes bum Rush- 
moor District Council to 
Rnshmoor Housing Asso¬ 
ciation in Hampshire. 

Bell sells 
Bell Cablemedia, the UK 
cable group, has sold its 
dormant Worcester fran¬ 
chise to TeleWest for £95 
million. BCM Worcester 
holds the cable licences in 
an area next to TefeWesfs 
Midlands franchise. 
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M&W steps up 
security as shop 
crime increases 

By Martin Barrow 

A shortage of suitable sites for new stores has forced Basil Taylor, chief executive, to seek new areas for expansion of the rapidly growing business 

Troubled Rexam appoints 
two outsiders to top posts 

REXAM, the troubled print¬ 
ing and packaging company 
formerly known as Bowater, 
has appointed two outsiders 
as chairman and chief 
executive. 

Jeremy Lancaster, at 
present the chairman and 
chief executive afWolseley, the 
building materials group, will 
become chairman in May 
when Mike Woodehouse re¬ 
tires. However, he will join the 
board immediately as vice- 
chairman. 

Rdf Boijesson, chief execu¬ 
tive of PLM. the Swedish 
packaging company, mil suc¬ 
ceed David Lyon as managing 
director and chief executive in 
July. Mr Lyot mil continue as 
a director for an additional 12 
months. 

The City was pleased with 
the appointments, which end 
18 months of uncertainty over 
the succession. Rexam's share 
price rose 2p to dose at 382p. 
Mr Woodhouse said: Togeth¬ 

er, these appointments offer 
the prospect of a most exciting 
and fulfilling future for 
Rexam, its employees, and 
shareholders.” 

Rexam has lost 40 per cent 
of its market value in the past 
sue months after two profit 
warnings in the autumn. The 
1995 figures are expected to be 
20 per cent below 1994. 

'Hie collapse in the share 
price cost Rexam its place in 

By Aiasdair Murray 

the FT-SE100 and has made it 
a potential bid target The 
recent rise in the share price, 
from a low of 327p in Decem¬ 
ber, has been fuelled by mar¬ 
ket rumours of a takeover. 
However. Alusuisse, the Swiss 
metals and packaging com¬ 
pany at the centre of many of 
the rumours, has pubfidy 
denied any interest in Rexam. 

The new management will 
face a difficult task in rebuild¬ 

ing Rexam's share price to a 
sufficient level to ward off bid 
threats from companies that 
see it as a cheap way into the 
high-margin paper and pack¬ 
aging business. But customer 
destocking, one of the main 
factors behind Rexam's de¬ 
cline last year, seems to be 
slowing and analysts expect 
an improvement in 1996. 

Mr Lancaster, 59, who is 
also a nonexecutive director 

Weir wins £20m Chinese power order 
WEIR Group, the Glasgow 
engineer, has won an order 
worth nearly £20 million to 
supply the main pumps and 
valves to the Qinshan nuclear 
power station near Shanghai 
(Martin Barrow writes). 

It is the group's largest ever 
single order from the power 
Industry and gives Weir a 

further foothold in the Chi¬ 
nese market Weir Pumps, the 
company's biggest subsidiary, 

.is to make almost; all the 
pumps for the 1200Mw pres¬ 
surised water reactor (PWR) 
plant being built under-phase 
two of the development Hqp- 
kinsons, the valve-maker, wSi 
provide cooUng'water.rblrtter- 

fly valves and main steam- 
isolation valves. 

Design work starts this year 
and the equipment, will ap¬ 
pear on-ateinJ9®. Thcpjant 
is being built by the China 
Nudear Energy ilndiirtiy 
Corporation. The deal was 
secured against international 
competition and a Chinese de- 

M&W, the convenience store 
operator, said that the level of 
retail crime has become a ma- 
jor concern. The company also 
complained of “a marked un¬ 
willingness” to prosecute or 
deal effectively with shoplifters. 

Basil Taylor, chief executive, 
said: “Even more wurryingly 
we have noticed increased 
levels of violent crime, often 
involving relatively small 
sums of money. 

The company has conse¬ 
quently needed to invest heavi¬ 
ly in increasingly sophist¬ 
icated security systems in¬ 
volving video ■ surveillance, 
alarms and time delay devices 

'and we have taken all practi¬ 
cable security measures to 
protect our customers, our 
staff and our stores.” 

M&W, which- is- based in 
Southampton, has grown rap¬ 
idly and how operates 163 
outlets, principally in south¬ 
ern England. However, a 
shortage of suitable sites for 

■new stores has prompted the 

company to consider other 
areas. 

M&W yesterday reported 
profits of £2.66 million before 
tax for the year to October 1. 
against £2.61 million in the 
previous 12 months. Michael 
Weston, chairman, said com¬ 
petition remained strong, with 
other retailers opening longer 
hours in the hope of increas¬ 
ing market share. M&W lifted 
like-for-like sales by 2.64 per 
cent, excluding lottery sales. 

Mr Taylor said the impact 
of die National Lottery an 
operating profits had been 
broadly neutral. About one- 
half of the company's stores 
are agents for the lottery and 
sell scratch cards, and these 
had benefited from an in¬ 
crease in customer flows. But 
this had bean offset by a 
decline in business at stores 
that did not offer the lottery. 

Earnings rose to 10J89p a 
share from I0.64p. There is a 
final dividend of 22Sp. mak¬ 
ing 35p (3 -25p). 

Vibroplant quits 
US with sale of 

American Hi-Lift 
By Philip Pangalos 

of Tomkinsons and Klein wort 
Benson Group, has been head 
of Wolsdey since 1976. Last 
year, the group posted record 
profits of £245 million an 
turnover of E3.7 billion. 

Mr Boijesson, 53. has been 
chief executive of PLM since 
1987. PLM is owned by 
Industrivarden. the Swedish 
investment group, and is to be 
floated soon at a market value 
of about £380 million. 

legation visited Sizewdl B in 
Suffolk to assess performance 
of Weir equipment in a PWR. 

To help to secure the order 
Weir arranged a $30 million 
loan through Standard Char¬ 
tered Bank, backed by tile 
Export Credit Guarantee De¬ 
partment, to help to finance 
thedeaL 

VIBROPLANT, the specialist 
plant hire group, is making an 
exit from the United States 
with the disposal of its Ameri¬ 
can Hi-Urt subsidiary to 
Primeco Inc in a deal worth 
about $68.8 million. 

American Hi-Lift which 
specialises in the sale and hire 
of aerial lift equipment is 
being sold for $465 million. 
However, Primeco has also 
agreed to discharge American 
Hi-Lift "s bank debt of about 
$225 million. 

The disposal news helped 
shares in Vibroplant, which 
was only capitalised at £34.2 
mill inn prior to tiie US sale 
news, buck the gloomy market 
trend with a 7p rise to 81p. 

The deal is conditional on 
shareholder approval, an en¬ 
vironmental audit to be car¬ 
ried out fay Primeco and US 
government approval under 
US anti-trust legislation. 

Jeremy Ptikmgton, Vibro- 
plant’s chairman and chief 
executive, said the good sale 

price achieved was helped by 
“a good strong shortlist of 
interested parties". The pro¬ 
ceeds from the US sale will be 
used to wipe out Vibroplanfs 
borrowings, leaving the group 
with about £20 million net 
cash to fond future growth. 

The Hi-Lift business, which 
has 18 branches across the US, 
made pre-tax profits of E2J 
million in the six months to 
September 30, on turnover of 
£15.4 million but only £1.4 
million pre-tax profits in the 
year to March 31- It had net 
assets of £203 million at the 
last year end on March 31. 

Mr Pilkington, whose fam¬ 
ily controls 513 per cent of 
Vlbroplanfs equity, said: The 
consideration realised for 
American High-Lift repre¬ 
sents a significant premium 
over net assets. The proceeds 
from the sale will enable the 
company to focus on growth 
opportunities in the UK.” 
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Costing liability in a new light 
Nick Atkins looks at a judgment 

with far-reaching implications 

for auditors of company accounts 

Last 010061*5 £65 million 
award of damages, the 
highest against a UK 

firm of chartered accountants, 
sent a shiver through the 
profession. The damages were 
awarded to ADT Limited after 
it relied on accounts audited by 
Binder Hamlyn in making an 
agreed bid for Britannia Sec¬ 
urity Group in February 1990. 

The judgment, which is 
under appeal, brought into 
stark relief why it is that firms 
intend to cap the present 
unlimited liability of partners 
by incorporating or creating 
limited liability partnerships 
in Jersey. The ruling demon¬ 
strates how easily auditors can 
lose the protection from negli¬ 
gence suits afforded them by 
the landmark case of Caparo 
Industries v Dickman. 

In 1990, the House of Lords 
slated in Caparo that auditors 
owe a duty to the company 
they are auditing and general¬ 
ly not to third parties. How 
then was ADT, which was not 
Binder Hamlyn's client, able 
to recover damages from the 
auditors of the company that it 
acquired? 

Early in October 1989, ADT 
began negotiations with B5G, 
a security alarm business, 
about a possible agreed bid. At 

This lady’s ready 
for returning 
ITI5 the season for in-fighting 
and skulduggery at the Insti¬ 
tute of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales. Nomi¬ 
nations for the election of the 
next vice-president were 
fought over at last weekend's 
council conference. The likely 
hats in the ring are the 
thoroughly decent sole practi¬ 
tioner, Michael Groom, the 
ebullient and substantial fig¬ 
ure of BDO Stay Hayward 
partner, Chris Swinson, and 
the austere Sheila Masters of 

the end of that month. Binder 
Hamlyn signed the audit cer¬ 
tificate for BSG"s accounts for 
the year to June 30, 1989. By 
Christmas 1989 agreement in 
principle had been reached for 
ADT to acquire BSG. How¬ 
ever, ADT*s chairman insisted 
that there should be a meeting 
with BSG*s auditors before a 
formal bid was made. 

On January 5. 1990. the 
Binder Hamlyn audit partner 
was telephoned by BSG and 
asked (as a service to his dient) 
to attend a meeting that after¬ 
noon with a representative of 
ADT. Binder Hamlyn had not 
been involved in any of BSG"s 
negotiations with ADT. 

During the 45-minute meet¬ 
ing, the audit partner was 
asked by ADT what turned 
out to be two critical questions. 
First did he “stand by the 1989 
accounts"? Second, was there 
anything else which ADT 
should be told? The partner 
answered “yes" and “no". 

Thereafter, ADT formally 
made its bid and acquired 
BSG. ADT then discovered 
that the financial position of 
BSG was not as it expected. In 
1992, ADT launched its daim, 
accusing Binder Hamlyn of 
negligent auditing. 

The High Court ruled last 

l*DHAN BROOKS 

Nick Atkins warns auditors against complacency 

month that because of the 
audit partner's answers to 
ADTs two questions Binder 
Hamlyn could not rely on 
Caparo to defeat the daim. 
Knowing that ADT intended 
to acquire BSG, Binder 
Hamlyn had told ADT direct¬ 
ly that they stood by BSG*s 

audited accounts and in doing 
so assumed a legal responsi¬ 
bility to ADT for the accuracy 
and competence of their audit 

The court derided' that Bind¬ 
er Hamlyn's audit had been 
negligent and that ADT was 
entitled to compensation. 
Damages were assessed as the 

KPMG. All three have stood 
before but the real battle will 
be between Masters and 
Swinson. The institute has 
never had a woman president 
and it would be thought a 
public relations disaster to 
have Masters rejected for a 
second time. But as a council 
member whispered from be¬ 
hind his copy of Machiavelli: 
There is a secretariat cabal 
keeping Sheila Masters out 
They know that if she got in 
she would sack them all.” 

More thoughts 
THE retirement from Coopers 
& Lybrand of insolvency guru. 
David Graham QC, has not 
meant an end to his interest in 
the more unsavoury aspects of 
financial behaviour. He is re¬ 
searching a history of insol¬ 
vency law. In die latest issue of 
Coopers’ journal, Phoenix, he 
has provided some nuggets, in 
particular, Thomas Morels ac¬ 
count in 1513 of the abuse of 
the law of sanctuary. Church¬ 

es gave sanctuary but found 
that “malicious heinous trai¬ 
tors" ran to them with other 
people's money and goods and 
spent the lot having “bidden 
their creditours gooe whistle 
them” And they say things 
have changed. 

Name game 
THE ICA council conference 
made progress on regulating 
the profession. But it has name 
problems. Given regulators are 

difference between the price 
paid by ADT (£105 million) 
and the notional price that 
someone knowing of the audit 
deficiencies would have been 
prepared to pay for BSG (£40 
million). 

Subject to the outcome of 
Binder Hamlyn* appeal, the 
lessons for auditors are all too 
dear. Hie decision will cer¬ 
tainly end any complacency 
over Caparo ending the threat 
of auditors being required to 
pick up the1 whole tab when a 
purchaser claims it relied on 
negligently audited accounts. 

As Binder Hamlyn found to 
its great cost, it is all too easy 
for an auditor to be held to 
have assumed a legal respon¬ 
sibility to a third party for his 
audit 

If asked about audited ac¬ 
counts by a third party, the 
safe courses are to decline to 
say anything or to issue a dear 
disclaimer of liability before 
answering. It would also be 
wise for the response to be 
recorded, preferably in a Idler 
to the third party. 

That said, in the real world, 
a purchaser may well insist on 
a direct assurance from the 
auditor of the target company 
before going ahead. The audi¬ 
tor is likely to be under 
pressure by his client to give 
the assurance. Further claims 
against auditors by disap¬ 
pointed purchasers are inev¬ 
itable. 

The author is a partner in 
Lovell White Durrant 

now "Offthis" or “Offthar 
they want to know which is the 
least worst of “Office of Profes-: 
sional Standards" or “Profes¬ 
sional Standards Office”. 

Unplanned lunch 
EVEN printing gremlins are 
becoming cynical these days. 
In nty column last week, I ap¬ 
peared to have suggested that 
senior partners should offer 
clients “the benefit of a'pre¬ 
scient lunch”. This should 
have read “a presrienthunch". 
Though oome to think of it... 

Seeking a reasonable 
inside check on fraud 

Robert Bruce 

IT IS ironic. For years, company directors 
have berated auditors for not taking specific 
responsibility for detecting fraud. The audi¬ 
tors have wriggled on the book. They know 
that if they said that fraud detection was one 
of their duties then every time a company 
suffered from fraud it would be the auditors, 
yet again, who would be sued. 

If directors were so worried about fraud, 
one would presume they would have in¬ 
stalled systems to combat its likelihood. Not 
so. A survey fay Ernst & Young of the UK top 
500 companies showed that “almost 40 per 
cent of the companies interviewed have no in- 
house internal audit function”. 

Small wonder that Ian Plaistowe, chair¬ 
man of the Auditing Practices Board, was so 
ebullient earlier this week when he unveiled 
analysis of the responses the board received 
to its most recent paper. This had discussed 
the effectiveness of internal financial controls 
and had foQowed in the wake of the APB'S 
guidance. In the words of Philip Ashton of 
Price Waterhouse, who is 
now in charge of the APB'S - 
internal control efforts, this 
had gone “within a whisker Jmjjmh 
of insisting directors had to 
report on the effectiveness of jUA ^ 
internal controls”. ' IMK 

The responses show that 
this panicked directors up 
and down the country. “It is 
a great step forward,” 'KEmgBa 
Plaistowe said. “Companies 
are now making sure they * 
have effective internal con- ^ 
tools." This is a remarkable ^ 
statement It must have 
seemed obvious that in a 
sophisticated corporate envi- _ 
ronmeot companies would 'Drvi 
have pretty effective systems IvUI 
for ensuring that everything 8R 
was working property. But ^ 
they did not ... 

A simple suggestion that directors should 
state in their report and accmtntw to 
shareholders that they have an effective 
system of internal financial controls has 
resulted in corporate worlds bong turned 
upside down. The picture is one of company 
chairmen phoning finance directors to ask 
about ffie health of the internal audit 
department only to find the last tranche of de¬ 
layering they ordered had abolished it 

Now, the important issue is the definition 
of “effective". and quite how wide is the 
whisker that Ashton talked about This could 
take tune. Far better to by another track. And 
that is what the APB is seeking to do. 

Plaistowe argued that to ask auditors to 
report on hqw “effective" a system of internal 
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control was would only create another 
expectations gap. Auditors would certify one 
system effective and then find that it broke 
down a week after the year-end. They would 
get sued again. Auditors are tired of being 
sued and will try to avoid It at all costs. 

So a warding has been created and the 
hopes are that it will become best practice. 
The example the APB put forward is that 
used by the BOC Group. In a lengthy section 
in the directors* report the system of internal 
control is outlined and the areas to which it 
applies detailed. The directors then state that 
die system provides “reasonable but not 
absolute assurance that assets are safeguard¬ 
ed, transactions are authorised and recorded 
property and that material errors and 
irregularities axe either prevented or would 
be detected within a timely period". 

The latest accounts of Hanson provide 
another variant The section on internal 
financial control concludes with the sentence: 
“Internal financial control, by its nature, 

provides only reasonable 
and not absolute assurance 

aten against material mis-stale- 
§Iwl&, ment or loss.” 

‘ The key is the phrase 
WT “reasonable and not abso- 
Mr lute". This formula is seen as 

b ) > the tme which is likely to 
provide a way forward It 

j, ] will keep directors on the 
■ straight and narrow without 

*S5S0) forcing them to say some- 
thing definitive which they 

9^ might regret And it allows 
__ auditors to review the sys- 

. tems, but not have to give 
any authoritative ruling. In 

_ the words of Plaistowe: “We 
-iprp rather Like the look of it.” 

If the idea takes off, the 
CE bool raay well be on the 

other foot when it comes to 
auditors, who are still reluc¬ 

tant to commit themselves. Of the 13 
accounting firms that responded to the 
discussion paper, only Touche Ross was 
deemed to be “supportive of auditors* 
attestation on effectiveness". Eight were 
opposed. But companies that are taking the 
“reasonable but not absolute” route will 
deckle that if they have done the work then 
auditors should provide the other side of die 
bargain. Talking to Tony Isaac, BOCs 
finance director, it became obvious that this 
was an objective. “I don’t have a problem 
with tiie auditors commenting on internal 
control." he said. As far as he could see. it was 
now the auditors who had problems. And 
that was down to what he called “the 
litigation cloud over the whole profession". 
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London follows Wall Street lower 
TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are caiailated on 

the previous day's dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 

price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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or tjureoiKTalic systems, we can supply you with electricity 

that's lighter in price. . 
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■ FILM 1 

Paul Verfioeven*s 
flesh-filled 
Showgirls 
proves to be 
a tacky and 
pointless folly 

■ FILM 2 

... but Carl 
Franklin’s Devil 
in a Blue Dress 
is an evocative 
thriller set in 
1940s Los Angeles 

THE sTIMES 

ARTS 

■ FILM 3 

In the overblown 
The War, Kevin 
Costner plays the 
Vietnam vet drawn 
into battles 
closer to home 

■ FILM 4 

... while The 
Run of the 
Country, with 
Albeit Finney, is 
a woolly tale of 
Irish romance 

CINEMA: Geoff Brown makes his excuses and leaves as the Showgirls show how unsexy wall-to-wall nudity can be 

This too, too 
sullied flesh 

• t Hollywood lunacy J 1 amateur detective Easy Raw- 
scaJed a new peak Showeirls !ins- is a trigger-happy psy- 
back in November rJ? ‘ iIKT* ^ chotic yet, in the hands of 
1992 when Charles Odeon West End ortnr tv™ t,» mr. 

Hollywood lunacy 
scaled a new peak 
back in November 
1992 when Charles 

Evans, a producer, property 
developer and co-founder of a 
sportswear empire, paid $2 
miUion—in cash, no less—far 
the kernel of a film called 
Showgirls. No script existed, 
but there was an idea burning 
inside the head of Joe 
Eszterhas, the town's most 
expensive scribe, which he 
outlined to Evans in a reported 
four minutes. No stars were 
attached to his notion of a 
raunchy rock musical set in 
Las Vegas, but there was a 
hope — just a hope—that Paul 
Verhoeven, Eszterhas’s direc¬ 
tor on Basic Instinct, might be 
interested. 

Last year Hollywood lunacy 
scaled an even greater peak 
when the film was unveiled, 
almost proudly, with an NC-17 
certificate: the first main¬ 
stream product to be widely 
released with the adult rating 
most American producers 
fight desperately ro avoid. For 
what had that money, and that 
controversy, bought? Just a 
hoary yam. as old as 42nd 
Street or A Star is Bom, about 
a Hot, grasping girl called 
Nomi, played by Elizabeth 
Berkley, an actress plucked 
from nowhere, to which she 
will probably return. 

Nomi begins as a lowly 
stripper. She has sex in a pool 
with Kyle Mac Lachlan, the 
Diaghilev of Las Vegas, toys 
vaguely with lesbian affec¬ 
tions. and encourages Gina 
Gershon, the town’s reigning 
diva, to fracture a hip by 
falling down stairs. By the 
end, of course, she is the 
Strip’s main attraction, spew¬ 
ing out of a volcano in a 
tasteful show called Goddess. 

Verhoeven’s treatment only 
makes the crude storyline, 
limping drama and thread¬ 
bare Characters worse. No 
shred Of subtlety clings to his 
imaged He is out to ogle flesh. 
There is plenty of razzmatazz 
and gold lam£. but no heart, 
not even a faint erotic tingle as 
portions of the female anato¬ 
my jiggle or strut before us. 
Nomi, like all the showgirls, 
uses her body as a commodity. 
This is also the film-makers’ 

Showgirls 
Odeon West End 

18,131 mins 
Miserable garish folly 

Devil in a 
Blue Dress 

Curzon West End 
15,101 mins 

Atmospheric thriller 

The War 
Empire 2,12,125 mins 
Simpering fable with 

Kevin Costner and kids 

The Run of 
the Country 

Odeon Haymarket 
15.109 mins 

Faded blarney with 
Albert Finney 

approach: and it seems partic¬ 
ularly mean of the script to 
single out a fictional rock star, 
one Andrew Carver, as Las 
Vegas's brute male when the 
species overflows on both 
sides of the camera. 

‘This picture.” Eszterhas 
trilled in the pages of Variety, 
“will absolutely be on the 
cutting edge of contemporary 
musicals." But even as a 
musical Showgirls fails. David 
Stewart, late of the Euryth- 
mics. presides over a sound¬ 
track that pummels the ears 
without benefit while the 
dance moves, mixed in with 
much writhing and fondling, 
are too repetitive and absurd 
to make the screen shake. 

All told Showgirls is a 
miserable folly: a strenuous 
attempt at a big, bold movie 
thai both bores your brain and 
numbs your feelings. If you 
stay the course until the final 
credits, you will be informed 
that “Animal action was moni¬ 
tored by the American Hu¬ 
mane Association. No animal 
was harmed in the making of 
this film." Cheering news, I 
suppose, but what about the 
humans who watch it? 

At times in Devil in a Blue 
Dress, a superbly atmospher¬ 
ic adaptation of Walter Mos¬ 
ley's crime novel you also feel 
your sensitivities under attack. 
A character like Mouse, side- 
kick to Denzel Washington’s 

amateur detective Easy Raw¬ 
lins, is a trigger-happy psy¬ 
chotic yet, in the hands of 
actor Don Cheadle, his por¬ 
trayal Is light and sympathet¬ 
ic. Should we really find this 
human keg of dynamite so 
amusing? 

Carl Franklin’s film, a belat¬ 
ed successor to his excellent 
first feature One False Move. 
has other trouble spots. Such 
as Jennifer Beals, the devil in a 
blue dress herself. A femme 
fatale should have some mag¬ 
netic allure, but Beals's weak 
performance as Daphne Mo¬ 
net. the white girl and politi¬ 
cian’s friend that Easy is hired 
to find, suggests someone who 
would have difficulties attract¬ 
ing a fly. 

Since Daphne lies at the 
mystery’s centre, the damage 
is not insignificant But so 
much else in the film is 
beautifully realised. Franklin 
and production designer Gary 
Frutkoff evoke the'time and 
place — 194S, Los Angeles — 
with a loving care that never 
degenerates into a fussy accre¬ 
tion of period props. Tak 
Fujimoto’s camera roams the 
manicured lawns, basks in the 
glaring sun. and dives into 
bustling night spots. 

Rawlins is a GI who faces 
mortgage problems when he 
loses his job in an aircraft 
factory. Offered $100 to locate 
Monet he jumps to it only to 
find corpses, police and politi¬ 
cians collecting round his feet 

Helped by Washington’s 
wary performance as the ordi¬ 
nary Joe plunged into deep 
water. Franklin finds much 
quirky humour in the tale. But 
this is always entertainment 
with a thoughtful undertow. 
Easy's search for Daphne 
takes him across LA’s class 
and ethnic barriers, yet the 
film still gives the impression 
of unfolding in a golden age. 
before urban decay took hold. 

After cooking up Fried 
Green Tomatoes, producer- 
turned-director Jon Avnet has 
found a few more scraps of 
Southern charm to put into 
The War. They do not make a 
very nourishing meal. 

The time is 1970, the place 
Mississippi Family man 
Kevin Costner has returned 
from Vietnam with some vi- 

Gina Gershon and Elizabeth Berkley in Showgirls, a “strenuous attempt at a big. bold movie that bores your brain and numbs your feelings” 

rious chest stitches and signs 
of mental trauma He keeps 
losing jobs but, as he blandly 
tells his son Elijah Wood, “so 
long as we got hope, there’s 
always a chance”. 

There's always a Southern 
accent, too. Costner's is ill- 
suited. but it is more under¬ 
standable titan some of the 
children’s. And it is on the 
children that the film's story 
ultimately rests. Young Wood, 
impressive as usual, leads the 
offspring in building a tree 
house, which comes under 
attack from a family of louts. 
Another war, therefore, is 
fought alongside Costner’s tor¬ 
tured memories of Vietnam, 
and one that grows to prepos¬ 
terous dimensions. Avnet and 
his players manage a few- 
affecting moments, but so 
much here is overblown. like 
the new. racist schoolteacher 
in her bright pink dress. She 
exists in the script only to be 

knocked down. What did you 
do in The War, Daddy? 1 
groaned, my pet. and looked at 
my watch. Much the same 

happened with 
The Ron of the 
Country, a tepid 

and woolly-headed Irish dra¬ 
ma from the pen of Shane 
Connaughton, author of My 
Left Fool Let the production 
notes explain: "The Run of the 
Country is a story of love: love 
between a boy and a girl, 
between father and son. and 
love for Ireland." Abstract 
ideas outnumber dynamic 
events by about ten to one. and 
you almost despair of getting 
involved in the comings and 
goings of 17-year-old Danny, 
his wild chum Prunty. and the 
girl just north of the border 
who wins Danny's heart. 

Despite passing references 
to the Troubles, the IRA and 

the SAS. time seems to have 
passed this film by. Life goes 
on as it mi gin have in the 
1950s. and the stale feeling is 
enhanced by Albert Finney, 
playing his third movie Irish¬ 
man m three years. As the 
stem, widowed Garda ser¬ 
geant struggling with a teen¬ 
age son. Finney lends some 
much-needed force to a droop¬ 
ing film. But his is acting in 
capita! letters, arid it scarcely 
boosts an authenticity already 
imperilled by the casting of an 
earnest, picture-postcard 
American. Matt Keeslar, as 
Danny. 

The landscapes, at least, are 
the genuine article, and the 
director makes the most of 
them. His name? Pieter Yates, 
lurching somewhat in a bi¬ 
zarre transatlantic career that 
has already encompassed the 
Royal Court Theatre. Bullitt. 
Cliff Richard, Tom Selleck and 
Cher. Whatever next? 

"Sassy, sexy movie-making... 
Franklin’s long-awaited 
follow-up to 'One False 

Move’ doesn’t disappoint.” 
Tom Charity. TIME OUT 

“Jazzy and elegantly assured 
detective drama.” 

Angie Errigo, PREMIERE 

DENZELI WASHINGTON 

CONCERTS: Joan Rodgers excels in a memorable vocal series: and a fine choir delves into 16th-century rarities 

“TICK tack, tick rack, went 
Britten’s piano accompani¬ 
ment to Pushkin’s poem. Lines 
written during a sleepless 
night. Then, suddenly and 
quietly, a faint chiming began, 
as Pushkin’s own dock joined 
in. striking midnight and, it 
seemed, even more, until the 
song had ended.” 

This anecdote, recalled by 
Peter Pears in the journal he 
kept during his visit with 

A Russian debt paid in full 
Benjamin Britten to Pushkin's 
birthplace in 1965. has become 
a little emblem of the compos¬ 
er's relationship with Russia, 
the subject of the penultimate 
evening in the Wigmore Hall’s 
revelatory Britten Song Series, 
which began last September. 

Britten's songeyde The Po¬ 
ets Echo bounced back more 
truly than either Pears or 
Britten could have expected. 
The empathy felt by the com¬ 
poser for the poet’s words still 
resonates through some of the 
most intensely concentrated 

music he was to write for the 
human voice. Joan Rodgers 
eloquently recreated the pas¬ 
sion and the pain of the 
ignored artist in the cycle. 

To hear Rodgers in the 
Russian song repertoire which 
framed the Britten was to 
enjoy a sophisticated, highly 
intelligent and flawlessly ar¬ 
tistic presentation of a litera¬ 
ture deep under her linguistic 
skin. The Mussorgsky cycle. 
The Nursery, was sung with 
bright-eyed but discreet 
characterisation. This was a 
Russian storybook read in an 
essentially English nursery. 
Her Tchaikovsky, too. came to 
life as vivid, heightened 
speech, the words of At the 
Ball dancing gladly through 
the fine with Malcolm Marti- 
neau’s piano playing, and the 
modal contours of Was I not a 
little blade of grass as foil and 
free as unaccompanied folk 
song. 

Benjamin Britten 
Song Series 

Wigmore Hall 

Britten’s realisation of Mad 
Bess. Purcell's own compas¬ 
sionate, tragicomic reflection 
on deranged humanity, began 
Rodgers’s recital. The song 
bounced its own echoes off 
another Britten-Purcell real¬ 
isation from the early evening 
concert, when Richard Jack- 
son had given a word-lively 
performance of I’ll sail upon a 
Dog-star. Jackson was joined 
by tenor Adrian Thompson, 
counter-tenor Michael Chance 
and pianist Julius Drake for a 
re-creation of a 1971 Alde- 
burgh Festival concert which 
presented Britten’s fourth can- 
tide, Journey of the Magi. 

The original quartet of 
James Bowman. Pears, John 

Shi rley-Quirk a nd Britten 
was. of course, something of a 
hard act to follow both for 
Tuesday's singers and for 
those of us in the audience 
who saved up their holiday 
money to buy a student ticket 
for the great occasion 25 years 
ago. 

But some of the same thrill 
remained: the chill of those 
ice-glazed repetitions of the 
“cold coming" in the voices’ 
close harmony: the hallucina¬ 
tory quality of the night jour¬ 
ney to the Birth which was to 
be a Death; the tug of Britten’s 
taut notes against Eliot’s stur¬ 
dy words. 

The fourth canticle was 
matched by Britten’s second, 
Abraham and Isaac, given 
powerful dramatic presence 
by Chance and Thompson; 
and framed by two Mdrike 
Lieder of Hugo Wolf and a 
lilting, valedictory Die seele 
Christi by Heinrich Schulz, 
following on from the canticle 
without a break, just as it had 
done in Aldeburgh. 

Hilary Finch 
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THE first programme in the 
Tallis Scholars' mini-series at 
St John's. Smith Square (three 
concerts in as many months), 
focused on the music of John 
Sheppard, presenting his 
Cantate Mass alongside 
works by two other 16th- 
century English composers: 
Robert White and Thomas 
Tallis. 

The most remarkable thing 
about the Tallis Scholars is 
their consistency, both in the 
standard of performance and 
in the overall sound they 
produce, even when, as on this 
occasion, there were some 
changes in personnel. So high 
is that standard, the smallest 
blemish — and there were a 
few fluffed entries here — 
makes a disproportionate 
impact 

Although the group is well 

Tallis Scholars 
St John’s 

known for its recording of 
music by continental compos¬ 
ers such as Josquin and Pale¬ 
strina. its sound is perhaps 
most readily associated with 
English sacred polyphony, 
and notably those stratospher¬ 
ic treble lines fbeautifolly sung 
by Deborah Roberts and Ruth 
Holton). 

This was certainly the case 
in the Sheppard mass setting, 
although tiiere were quite 
extended passages for the 
lower voices alone, in which 
the equally excellent basses 
Francis Steele and Donald 
Greig shone. On first hearing, 
the Missa Cantate is clearly a 
fine piece, but the perfor¬ 

mance seemed at times 
tentative. 

The singers were clearly at 
home with Tallis’s Lamenta¬ 
tions (thought to ha\*e been 
composed early in the reign of 
Elizabeth I), and gave a magis¬ 
terial account of them. That 
Sheppard was capable of com¬ 
posing in a direct, expressive 
vein was dear from his poi¬ 
gnant setting of In Manus 
Tuas. while White’s extended 
account of the Miserere con¬ 
firmed that in England, as on 
the Continent, penitential texts 
drew something very special 
from composers of church 
music in the Renaissance. 

There is more Sheppard. 
White, Tallis, Tye. Parsons. 
Mundy, Fayrfax and Cumysh 
later in the season. 

Tess Knighton 

STARTS ctmarpAT 
TOMORROW SHAFTESBURY AVE„ Wi 

RiTzY SAM 
Sir Yu 017 [ 732 I 010 

(0171) 369 1722 

Jj LEE PALLET 
r* ^ ■ EC C'k 

BIRMINGHAM MGM • BRADFORD Pictureville 
CARDIFF Chapter • EDINBURGH Filmhouse 

NEWCASTLE Tyneside * NOTTINGHAM Broadway 
SHEFFIELD Showroom 

STARTS JANUARY 19 MANCHESTER Cornerbouse 

STARTS JANUARY 26 BRISTOL Watershed 
COVENTRY Warwick Arts - SOUTHAMPTON Harbour Lights 

TALKING PAGES „ 
0800 600 900 FOR DETAILS 
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■ CHOICE I 

Sir Peter Hall 
recruits a star 
for Wilde’s 
An Ideal Husband 
VENUE: In preview. 
Theatre Royal. Haymarker 

■ CHOICE 2 

Elgar Howarth 
directs Birtwistle's 
Panic, the 
Proms sensation 

VENUE: Tonight at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall 

THE®; UPTIMES 

Al K] rs 
■ CHOICE 3 

... while Mark 
Elder conducts 
theCBSOin 
English music 
VENUE: Symphony Hall. 
Birmingham, tonight 

■ YOUNG ARTS 

Children learn 
something of the 
elegant craft of 
bookbinding from 
the experts at - 
the British library 

LONDON 
AN IDEAL HUSBAND Firt ngh* of 

tv PlTer feur.ing he 1W2 
S.rx*iG<nc) tJikta r. irgma prtffcaJ 

i'«aze am scandal A ".tar cast inducto 
Mdtt.n Shaw touta Csnwca and Penny 
Dow* 
ThntnRoyil Hj/fflaw S'* l 
,c:7t 520%aocy Tbivghj-J.in lb, 
7t‘prn mar £*3. Opera Jan 17, 
7&w £ 

MACBETH rittlmw-N prewewoiw 
tjf en Tcuring imam? s 'jjaxs-Jui 

Part Hvyjno taker ttutito 
rcSe and Saephen Urr«n oofti; 
Lyric K.irg Srrwt Hammefo/^ih. W6 
«0;ei-W*23tlj rorgftl-Man. rafcm. 
CJjr IS. rpm £ 

PERCUSSION BASH The London 
Ptrituirvara; cpw ‘fw new '/ear with 3 
cw:ra; ior.of ti«i -wc«w of peicvssrm 
h jr. .-5»-.!5 itw djv m-juefe a warm-up 
mja'tos! csttii rttfh LP pciws-iwroslii 
ar. a i-dov creai ve wt«»ihop' mOi Sir 
Kjtt-oot e-rTwiVlo cum.narmfl *n a 
rraorc irtairc pea p*f!'*mcd x 5pm. 
•mt-j'kPS and i^Kfi yjaceo for 
•nteroa sertamarwes Actnca! 
■jr=5k. candusitd By cigar Hcwanh. 
«* teai jre ~irtesm'% Panic Us) heard 
it "TO 19S/5 Firms wauon 
Oman Ettzabeth HaH South Bart*. 
Set .'gi/i-W-wa ffeytJia!<ori9am. 
10 ’Ear-, concert745cm 9 

□ ACCORDING TO HOYLE Tense 
aM cat,- '.’/Jam Garnmara play 
ceruema on the pa^er sessions played 
Setwen eitfwtwe tnentfo. 
Hampstead. S*« Ccrt*j? Centre. 
F.V/3 Id'71-722 33011 Mon-Sat. 8pm 
free 2a: Jpm © 

C A CHRISTMAS CAROL Revival pi 
ian Judge's pcpiiar bm aver-sweet 
product-tin Ci-^e France plays 
Sotjsgs 
Barirican S* Swwr. =G2 (D1?>-8W 
fia-yli TwjSr.Sat. 7i&pm mats today 
and Sa Cpm.Fnai 8 

□ THE DUCtSSS OP MALfR 
A.i avasta H-3e plays the beleaguered 
fipjwin D»ev 5/ Jotf s new 
prcd-jS sn in Loreim as pan of ts 
w'K'd ttij 
Wymanm's Crams Crow Road. 
'.\C2‘0J7i 369 1746i MorvSal 
7 30pm mats Thurs ana Sat 2.30pm 

□ HYSTERIA Hew/ Goodman plays 
Freud, with Tim Porter as Salvador Dal. 
« Terr/ Johnson's suneai CcuSW 
atari-wrexsr The tunraesf serous play 
suenisn 
Duke of Yorks. St Martm s Lane. WC2 
•0:71-336 51221 Mon-Sai. 7 30pm 
na's Thj.'s and Ssr. 3am £ 

E AN INSPECTOR CALLS Sepnen 
Doiiry s pcweslul pnxsjcian, wtfh 
Uictvaiao Wxi-descr- as frw aS+noanng 
inspect cr. and Eduard Peel and Susan 
ZnpH as ifte p-toscl roe*?/ 
Garrick. Oarng ijas.-, Road. WC2 
.01 :i-njs SMS; F/cn-Sn, 7 45pm. Sat. 
6 15pm TOC Wed. 230pm. Saf 5pm' 

TODAY' S CHOICE 

A daily guld* to arts 
and entettafrimont 

compiled by Kris Anderson 

ELSEWHERE 
BIRMINGHAM Mart* EJder and ifte 
city oi MmrtnshWB Symphony 
Orchestra ofler Ihiee Enghsn LWTv 
centuTf lyrical masrerpotet: n longfifs 
prograrryne. DtSnjs's Song erf Summer 
opens the concert, touawed by Tippett s 
showcase tar ■MOn. voia and raflo. Che 
Triple Concerto, and Hold's cotourtul 
ThaPimafs 
Symphony HaU. 'Jentenary Square. 
(0121-212 3333). Tondht. 7 30pm. 
repented Sat 7pm. £ 

NORWICH Openmg nryn hr J«h 
Cartwright's cradn d a comedy. The 
Ri» and Fag of Lima Vote* Aieson 
Bunoara plays Little Vowe Imnq through 
old records and glamorous sjjs. 
harbouring a aoctai uienr Caralyn 
Jones, plays her mother and Stephen 
Ley her mother's t*ve*. roh wim 
unscrupuricus and amohous ptots 
Playhouse Gun Wtwrt (01503-7^6 
4©5) Opens mgnr. pm Then MomSar, 
Bpm mas Tlnrs and Sal. 2 30p»n. £ 

THEATRE GUIDE 

Jaramy Kingston's assMsmenl 
at ttwatra showing In London 

■ House fufi, returns ordy 
D Sants seats svaDaUe 
O Swrta at an pricss 

□ JOLSON The highs and lows ot the 
smgerwnhvwth a monster ego Brian 
Cantay PeKs our rtre songs or^oyabiy 
and Sal-/ Am Tnptod s an npressive 
Ruby Keeler 
Victoria Palscs. vooro Street. SWI 
10171-834 13771 Mon-Sat. 730pm. 
mats Wed and Sal. 3pm £ 

□ RO8ENCRAN1ZAN0 
OUUDENSTERN ARE DEAD Adrian 
Soaforough and Snon Ftussefi Beale 
piav Stoppaids anendare lords 
MaFthew France Jreas 
National ILytteBon). South Bar*. SE1 
(0171-928 22621 Toregni-Sa. 7 3Cpm 
mar Sat. 215pm. £ 

□ RUPERT STREET LONELY 
HEARTS CLUB. En^eh Tewing 
Theatre i production of Jonathan 
Harvey'c thoughhij and pascianare play 
cel m an east London bwsit inhere 
most o> the characters hove ion 
troubles 
Criterion PxxaSty Circus W1 '0171- 
8J3 4488) Tue-SaL 8pm Sun 7pm. 
mats Sac 4pm and Sui. Jprn 

EDINBURGH Carohnp Hal directs 

TheStsamle, TonyBopaf'crrwJem 
ScotnsJi caotrs^ memonec. hopes and 
ywd gosSrp swapped by loir women n 
tf» days Cretans kmdrreflw. 
Royal Lyosum, Gmftty Street (0131- 
223 9697). Efsa preww iprsghi. 
7 45pm;opens tomcnow 745pm 
Then Mon-SaL 7 45pm: mats Jan 20 and 
24.23Cpm LHitiJ Fe*)3 ® 

HULL Conductor Bam, Wordawanh 

and prarw Martm Jones learn up lomghl 
ten the Ira ol many HaU Orchestra 
wfBrie-siop concerts ilns season The 
wW^toetJ programme of LjvOunfes 
mcaudw vmriis hr G»*a Prokofiev. 
Rachmaninov and Gerehwsi 
City Hafl. \fcrsa Square (04&2 
22665SJ Toregm. 7 30pm B 

LONDON GALLERIES 
Bririah Mnssm Ok-yo and Kyoto 
partings (0171-636 1555) Hayward 
An and Power Euope ur»3ei Iho 
delators 1930-1945 (071 -928 3144) 
National GsBety Gods m Love the 
Caraco Cartoons Restored 10171 -747 
28851 National Portrait Qaitary 
Lure olttin Laneigrt (0171-306 OOS5| 
Royal Academy Alnca Art at a 
Confreretf>l7l-45&74j$f.. Tata 
Dynasias* Partnjs «i Tudat and 
Jacobean England 10171 -387 6000) 
V&A. Jan Art from India. 
Evpresswst Prints (0171 -038 8500' 

B SALTtMBANCO Admnedby such 
as Robsn WBkams. Bii ctnim srvji 
lAodonrta. the Montreal-based Cique 
dp Soldi jmes tor j London season 
Forty-hire pcriwmws (acres, dancers, 
aaobata). bnffianl .soslunres. no 
aremafs 
Albert HaU. riensngtpn Gsre. ?N7 
(0171 S&3 8212) Tue-Sun. 7 45cm Sal 
and Sin. 230pm UnN Jan 1R @ 

B VOYAGE M THE DARK Jean 
Rhys' iWlnoirW. s/nckngnhemf Crst 
appeared adapted by Joan Wfes lor 
iheSphim company Ananrebeauy 
orders the regtedub world of the derm 
monoe Sue Pamsh drees &artol 
national tour 
Young Vic StwflD The CuL SEi 
(0171-926 6363) Opens tomghi. 
7 30ren Then Moo-Sar. 7 30pm Until 
Jan 27. 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood BroQMVs: Phocrw *0171 -867 
1044/ . □ Cozy tor You Prince 
Edward'0171-734 3950 □ Dead 
Gutty Apoio (0171-4945070) . 
□ FMwrThvMinfcaJ Camandge 
(017T-194 5C83) □ Fire Guys 
Named Moa Attery IDI71-369 1730) 
13 LM MMrebte PWa» (Oi 7I-4J4 
0909) BOBrerl Pa>adiun(0l7i- 
494 WWj . □ StarHgiit Express 
ApoDo ViCona (0171 -628 0665i 
D Sunset Boulevard; Actelphi i0i71- 
34-10355) □ The Woman In 
Stack Fortune 10171-836 2238) 

Ticfn mtomvjbcm suepfred try S:«»?ry 
C London Theatre 

NEW RELEASES 

ALL MEN ARE MORTAL (15i‘ OuD 
Eurcpuddr^ From Snone *> BeavWs 
rp.Bl shout icw and iromenaMy. wih 
Irene Japes and Stephen Rea Director. 
Are de Jong 
MGAta.-FbHutm Road® <0171-370 
2636: Haymerkel 10171-339 1527) 
Warner B'Oir1-437 434J1 

THE HORSEMAN ON THE ROOF 
Mai Lore ana hertosm amtosi a OCetu 
eptlemc p 12305 Pri7renca Prtov 
bcruras. out tatl* cempai Jean-Paut 
Paaxneau Crecis Oiwer Monmer and 
Julietta &roch» 
Bartiican S Kim-638 8831) CtMdsea 
<017;-35i 3742; Curare Maytalr (0171- 
?59 ITKji Lmnlere (Oi 71 -636 06311 
Odeon Kenakigtou 191426-914 6661 
Rtetanond rata:-332 JJ30i RKzy 
•.OI 71 ■ 737 2121, Sereen/HM (0171-43S 
3366, 

THE KINGDOM Brew/ medical scat) 
Optra made 'or Dan^h TJ &/ cult 
drcro*L*n.nnTr*i 
ICA5p;i7l-9K36«7. 

♦ SEVEN''5. t>j*rt'ngandoK-beat 
ue-jJ1 ■" thnsei. wtti i^cgan Freeman 
artS^d^tt i/vc-sw. DavdFmcher 
Barblcen £ '017t 6M-88911 
Clapftam Picture HmiM d 71-438 
3222. Gate £ W 71-777 4-JC3) MGMk 
Cbetaea O’ 7i-252 50»i ToOMtam 
Corel Road '0171-63C 6!48i Odaorec 
Kanrington '0f4L>:9M666i LakeoMf 
Square 0i4;€V55«?jSwtaa 
Cottage <l’4j6 J14038) Rio i0i7t-254 
£677; Rttry -"Ji 7*. 7372121) Sereeoi 
Bakre Street Ci - TJ> 2772: 
Semen Green 017: -2T5 2529, UCI 
WhiWeysfi, iff-TS 33321 

CINEMA GUIDE 

Geoff Brown's assessment of 
fltans in London reid (wtiare 

Indicated with the symbol ♦) 
cm letaese across hie country 

♦ SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 
1(15)-JvAa Roberto as a southern wile 
lacmg her husband smfioeUy ToSrt 
tae mm small pleaswes Lasse 
Haaitrom cdrects Oinrra Gua-J Kyra 
Sedgwcfc. 
MGUs: Fulham Row] '0171-370 
7636) Trocadero £'.0171-434 00311 
NoMng«n Conreet 6 (om-727 
6705) Odeon Swiss Cottage I01<U6 
914098) UCI Whfeatays Q10171-792 
333a WemerS (0t7i «7 akji 

CURRENT 
♦ ACE VENTURA: WHEN NATURE 
CALLS (PGi. O.erreamj reti'Oo lor 
rubber-faced Cane,, dewn among 
fithKon tribes Df^ry SreveOedpum- 
Claplam PtMure House (0171-498 
33231 MGUs: Ftttum Road OITI-JTQ 
3t>J6j Troewfere £ tj f 71-434 ocTi i 
Odeons: Kenekigton <01426 914G66' 
Swiss Collage '014269 raK8i 
Screen/Batar Straef rot 71 -935 2772, 
UO Wldtaleye ® (017! ■ 7M 3332 r 
Wkrner®|D?7J-437 4JA3. 

♦ BASE nj) Oare-s vr.ecajsir'.h 
MmaLrtulauheey-rwiLngC'; <rnj 
casict'-Tirng animals 
Ctaphsm Picture House >3171-4* 
3323: Emplre£ ^:T: -L.^ V341 
MGUs: Baker Sheet 'in-W 777:^ 

FuBiam Road ;0171-3702636) 
Trocadern© (0171-434 .J031) Odeon 
Swiss Cottage <01426 914098i Plan 
<0171-437 1234) ua Whitetoysei 
10171-7323302/ 

♦ GOLDENEYE (I2i Pierce Brosnan 
tMinrkaaz Ihonew James Bond Arp- 
rcanng itmUer-with a sense«Fwiour. 
with Sean Bean Deader Martin 
Campbed 
MGMK Baker Street (Qt7t -9359772) 
CFielSU (017! -352 50961 Fulham 
Road S (0171 -370 26361 Odeon* 
Kensington 101426 9t 4666) Marine 
Areh 101426 914501) Swta* Cottage 
(01426914098) West End (01426 
915574) ua WMMeysS '0171-792 
331?/ 

♦ THE INDIAN IN THE CUPBOARD 
(P'ji A Jw Indian figure comes ai w. 
Reidrained arvi maginscre reraon of 
Lynrw Paid Boi*5'5 children -i uonas. 
wifi Hat Scarcttna and Uletoa I>»c.'tt 
FmrfrOZ. 
MGM CtwbM 10171-352 50961 
Odeon Kensington <01426 914666) 

M THE BLEAK MIDWWTER < 16) 
Acton dru^fe to mourn Horn*! Oier- 
Tiar-’C comedy from Kernel Bmno^ri. 
wflh Mcrud Maioney. Jo-re 03"ro" 
MGM Tottenham Court Road -Ctoi 
6J6 61461 Odeon Haymartiet (01426 
9152531 

♦ THE SANTA CLAUSE <U. Ovyxd 
dsd fwjrei <v* Sana. Bread 
' v*'/ comer;, «rm a human iaca 
‘CJ'Jnrv; T.-n ajhnn 
MGM Ohetoes ^171 • joi 5C» 
Odeons: Kenstagson • 01 «6 9146« i 
Swiss Cottags i0i<26 9:477^2 West 
End '9U26 9'56---:. ua WMtsleys£ 
0171.-92 3432’ 

Curiouser and cur- 
iouser. There l was. 
hunting for ihe auio- 
graph manuscript of 

Alice's Adventures Under 
Ground, surrounded on ail 
sides by George Ill's collection 
of 60.000 leaihcrcovered. 
gold-tooled and monogram- 
rned books in the Kina's 
Library, when suddenly a 
panel of books slid aside to 
reveal a tiny wooden door. 
Behind it crouched a narrow, 
dark corridor, more and still 
more books, a jar of orange 
marmalade — no. surely ... 
And a bubbling fragrance of 
coffee, the smell of freshly- 
sharpened pencils, of old and 
crackling paper... 

If the New Building at St 
Paneras should ever open, Ihe 
British Library's Education 
Service will surely mown ihe 
loss of ns secret rabbit warren. 
But for at least another year it 
is safe, say Karen Brookfield 
and Kale Barnes, the eager 
emissaries of the written and 
prinred word who. since ‘Obi. 
have been celebrating hs hist- 
on. and areisir. with parries of 
children from ail over London. 
This morning they Here pre¬ 
paring to welcome a group of 
eight-year-olds in fores: green 
from Sarum Hali School in 
Hampstead ro one of their 
primary school workshops. 

Not long oz-j. :he sedate 

At the British Library, Hilaiy Finch joins a group of 
children in a lesson on the ancient art of bookbinding 

King's Library was trans¬ 
formed into a drama space for 
a play about YaquL the 13th- 
century Islamic calligrapher; 
but today the focus was on the 
books themselves — the mak¬ 
ing. the binding, the decorat¬ 
ing. the illuminating. 

Another shelf of books 
rolled away and another little 
room glowed out of the war¬ 
ren. A Jong table busy with 
baskets of needles and thread, 
bulldog clips, strips and sheets 
of coloured paper, cork tiles. 
In the British Library's own 
bindery, it takes a month to 
rnake a book. 5arum Hall had 
45 minutes, and that included 
time for the untangling of the 
mathematical conundrum of 
spacing the holes and number¬ 
ing the pages: an impenetrable 
puzzle in which 4 faces 1 on 
Side A. and 2 faces 3 on Side B. 
and the pattern of 5.4.8,1 and 
3.6.2.7 is called a quarto. 

But first the folding. Profes¬ 
sional binders do not use their 
hands but a bone rule. A tricky 
one. this, especially for Hamp¬ 
stead. “Hands up if you eat 
meat?" (One or two tentatively 
raised elbowsl. “Well, when 
the butchers have prepared 
the meat, they give the bones 

that are left over to bookbind¬ 
ers.” fWhy don’t they wait 
until the animals are dead?") 

Then the stitching. A special 
needle: sharp, strong and very 
long. A tiny puncture in the 
forest preen. “Well. 1 wouldnt 
put it through your jersey just 
now. Bring it round from the 
back to the front, through the 
same hole. Now it’s probably 
difficult for other people to 
hear if you're singing .. 

Back in the main hall of the 
King s Library, the other half 
of the group were learning 
about decoration. And women 
scribes. “Look at Christine de 
Pisan.' She was bom in 13tH. 
and wrote a kn about women 
in history. It'S so often mostly 
about men. isn't it? But 1 could 
see one uf you. 600 years ago. 

sitting in your scriptorium, 
using a quill or a reed pen, 
Now. what do you think made 
that deep, rich red colour? 
Strawberries? Redcurrants? 
No. Well done, Imogen ... 
crushed beetles! Imported Mo¬ 
roccan beetles. Now let's pre¬ 
pare one of Christine de 
Pisan's inks.. 

Cut from, scriptorium ..to 
sanctorum, and the dimly-lir 
hall of manuscripts where the 
Lindirfame Gospels lie open 
at folio 139. radiating the great 
initial page at the son of the 
Gospel according to St Luke. 
An excited cry from Diana 
Grace Jones, the class teacher. 
"Oh. there's the car. WeVe had 
it on the board for a whole 
term.” The benevolent feline 
pounced round the bottom 
right-hand comer of the bor¬ 
der. birds flying from its tail. 
Eadfrith. says the colophon, 
wrote the tome: Ethelward 
impressed it and covered it 
Billfrith. the anchorite, ador¬ 
ned it with gold and gems. 
And AJdred glossed it in 
English between the lines with 
the help of God and St 
Cuthbert.' 

Jones has been bringing her 
charges to gaze upon the holy 

brothers' handiwork for eight 
years now — but this is the 
first time they have had a 
chance to leant the details of 
the great book’s making. “I 
like to teach the Anglo-Saxons 
from the imagination. I read 
them Beowulfand they love 
the idea that they were such a 
fierce and pagan lot, yet in 200 
years' time they were produc¬ 
ing the most beautiful works 
of art And that art doesn't 
have to be personal, with the 
artist receiving all the acclaim. 
This was done for its own sake 
— for the sake of beauty, for 
the glory of God. They re¬ 
spond to that 

“They've already cottoned 
an to the fact that the books in 
our own school library are 
falling apart And that the 
books here aren't. So they’re 
learning about really bother¬ 
ing. really taking care. Next 
term its the Norman Con¬ 
quest, and well be able to 
make our own books about the 
Bayeux Tapestry. We cant 
quite work out the way in 
which the pages are numbered 
to the moment But we’re 
getting there." 

• For details , of all the British 
Library's education resources and 
Its spring-term workshop series, 
contact: The British Library Edu¬ 
cation Senice. Great Russell 
Street. London WCIB 3DG (0171- 
412 7797: fax 0171-412 7508) 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

ART GALLERIES 

ROY HUS OMlEttr. Oatteg t 
and Foo On aS (untmeU n 
Rass*. Ww» fim nd ■> EXG 29 
autar. Stag, tl<_ 

DANCE 

SADLER'S WELLS 0171 7135000 
CORAZON FLAMENCO 

TtaMfcw M flraF Ura 10 Fab 
;«:x Sa*3&B ISOO 

OPERA A BALLET 

COUSE1W om 5E 0300 Btor) 
ENGLISH NAHONU. OPERA 

Tail 73CTURAHDQT 
tygrs THE PBUtt. FgMERS 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE V.V. 3W 
4Q00 fcr Bo OB 4 Sanl* nfa 

TjCteSMKKQnBie!*)' 
TtoRajalOpwa 

THE MMUMMBIMARRMOE 
TtoflayttMta 

ttbaTXrJtt-'W SWAN LAKE 

THEATRES 

APEUHI 
"ANDREW LL0V1) VJUKJK 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 
wfcMrarrT«r*(«* 

BEST MUSICAL 

cAu.c^ 
fiwefltacwc^qgg^^ 

-sas 
SSSStKEf- 

ALBERT 90 0171 389 T73G 
cc 0171 3M 4444 (DO tag las) 

Gf? 0171413 3J1F 

“FIVE STAR SHOW 
■JHREsamBurMip 

FIVE GUYS 

S0CTH STTMPMQ YEAR 
Mon-t*ufcmFii&Stt0S84S 

LAST WEEK MUST DO SAT 
Fn s Sm ton patTQB * mow 2 tar 1 

ALDWYCH B0 A cc 0171416 60*8 
{» Mg b4 05 34*4444 Giga D17j 

413 3321/930 S1ZVM6BC75 

Tte FIELDS of AMBROSIA 
ANcw MtacH 

"A stung scon:' Steridm Mtfay 
Rad. Pice Ptetfi 27 Jta Qosns 31 Aw 

3366111/420 0FC0/3U444* 
LAST 3 WEEK* 

TRAINSPOT ITNG 
AtaiataCTinjitty8nn 

(mnalWtaiSKMI 
"Fffiensfty Ftrtty" GumMn 

MonFr a 8 5m 5 6 630 Wad UMMS 

APOLLO VlCTORM ce 01714ip 
60£ a 2«n 0t713M 4M4/017I «D 

OaOO Gm 0171 <16 6075/413 33?l 
Anttvw Lloyd YMbbara 

NawprtxhjcfloRof 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 
"A REBORN TWAtMCAL 

GOJGKT*My*W 
WMa kruBda iuni 19 Q tN^i 

LaAjMTSJOTVchott bom £1230 

APOLLO LABATT8 
hammersmith an <» on oc 

3*44444/42C 0000 [*t*gl*j 
“AWRgW LiOYP WE8BW 

47WIBCTS 
BLOCKBUSTW-GGi 

JOSEPH AWnCAMAZMQ 
■*®aW»WR0«AMCORT 
awmg PHUJP scHonem 

TO 28. APR ao 

APQUJ0 4)4 50G09<4 4444/48) 
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■ VISUAL ART 

Plans afoot m ' : 
Piccadilly: the 
Royal Academy’s 
president predicts 
a year of 
momentous change. 

■ THEATRE 1 

A refreshingly 
funny slice of 
seedy London 
life comes in 
Goldhawk Road 
at the Bush 

THE* snriMEs 

ARTS 

■ THEATRE 2 

... but the 
sordid world 
revealed in the 
Old Red Lion's 
Bukowski bill does 
not merit staging 

■ THEATRE 3 

“Multicultural 
hogwash” at the 
National comes 
to an end as the 
leading actor 
quits Cyrano 

Simon Tait talks to the newly re-elected president of the Royal Academy about his plans for expansion and development 

Presidential 
ambitions for 

DESJENSON 

It takes the kind of Pan- 
glossian rose tint that 
would make even Virgin¬ 
ia Bottom] ey blush to 

turn a likely E500.000 loss into 
a triumph, but as the Royal 
Academy enters the most criti¬ 
cal year in its recent history. its 
president Sir Philip Dowson, 
has it Africa: Art of a Conti¬ 
nent closes on January 21, 
having drawn an estimated 
250.000 visitors and general 
critical acclaim, but Dowson 
admits that it is likely to be the 
academy’s biggest ever loss- 
maker. 

As be never misses the 
chance to point out the acade¬ 
my gets no public funding at 
ail. And if it did, h would 
probably not have been 
allowed to do the exhibition. 

“We jealously guard out 
independence because .it 
makes it possible to do tiring 
which would otherwise be 
impossible. I really believe the 
academy is the only institution 
that could have presented the 
Africa exhibition: irs so 
fraught with political and 
financial problems that we 
alone could undertake it 
because we are responsible 
only to ourselves and the 
Queen." he says. 

Political problems inducted 
having to change some of the 
Islamic exhibits so as not to 
mflame fundamentalist rage 
n Egypt, and it is not the first 
ime die academy has courted 
political fury. Three years ago 
Dowson* predecessor. Sir 
toger de Grey, ignored Fbr- 
*ign Office advice and went 
ihead with The Sacred Art of 
Ibet. which highlighted the 
cm terming destruction of an- 
rient Tibetan heritage by the 
jeeupying Chinese forces. 

But financial considerations 
ould easily have been a more 
jersuasive reason for not 
•oing ahead with the African 
xhibition when a major core- 
under pulled out (although 
here was some sponsorship 
ram De Beers, die Anglo- 
vmerican corporation). 

Instead, the academy dedd- 
d on aesthetic grounds: “We 
2It that the time was right, 
hat we had almost an obliga- 
ion to present it It’s enor- 
nously important We prae- 
ically had to create a new 
nuseum within die galleries 
n six weeks, a great tribute to 

die organisers and the acade¬ 
my staff," Dowson says. 

The loss on die largest and 
most expensive exhibition the 
academy has mounted, cost¬ 
ing almost £1 million, might 
have been much more if the 
Martin Gropius Bau in Berlin 
had not decided, after it 
opened in London, to take it 
there for three months before 
the show moves to its other 
scheduled venue, the Gug¬ 
genheim in New York. 

6 We are 

responsible 

only to 

ourselves and 

the Queen 9 

In his first interview since 
his election, Dowson says 1996 
is (he academy's year of deci¬ 
sions. when its future will be. 
cast and adjustments made (o 
prepare for that future. He has 
just been • re-elected for his 
third year as- president, a 
formality after a nail-biting 
contest in 1993 to take over 
from the late de Grey. A 
founder of Arup Associates, he 
is only the fifth architect to be 
elected, healing another. Colin 
St John Wilson. 

The abundance of architec¬ 
tural candidates was no acci¬ 
dent The project de Grey 
bequeathed to the academy 
was the aoqusition of 6 Bur¬ 
lington Gardens, foe home 
behind the academy of die 
Museum of Mankind, which 
ihoves back to the British 
Museum in 1997. A draft 
lottery scheme is bang circu¬ 
lated among members in die 
next few days before a formal 
bid is made to the Arts and 
Heritage Lottery Funds to 
convert die building to the 
academy’s use 

The freehold is transferring 
from the Department of the 
Environment to die Depart¬ 
ment of National Heritage, 
and the academy wants it on 
the same basis as its present 
building, a 999-year lease on a 
peppercorn rent 

Three-quarters of the space 

at 6 Burlington Gardens will 
be used as an extension of the 
present academy, which is 
now bursting at the seams 
thanks to the increased activi¬ 
ties brought by the new 
Sadder Galleries. The money¬ 
spinning Manet to Gauguin 
exhibition last year, for in¬ 
stance, had 250,000 people 
easing through those rooms. 

The architect Michael Hop¬ 
kins has devised a masterplan 
which includes a brasserie, 
"the best art-book shop in 
London" and a great atrium 
between die two buildings. 
The ground floor would be for 
the RA Schools, giving them 
exhibition space and studios. 

“This would be a centre for 
the visual arts, and in the 
middle of Piccadilly. 1 think it 
would be a great gift to the 
nation.*’ Dowson says, and he 
has already started by clearing 
half foe cars out of tile acade¬ 
my's forecourt and replacing 
them with fixed seating. 

The most notable innova¬ 
tion in the new acquisition 
would be the architecture 
centre. “We desperately need a 
place which is a greenfield site, 
not associated with any profes¬ 
sional or government or com¬ 
mercial institution but ab¬ 
solutely, in that sense, untied." 
The academy has a popular 
programme of architectural 
lectures, hosts seminars on 
urban matters and plans an 
exhibition on links between 
die north and south of 
London. 

“This architecture centre 
would be the natural place for 
all these sorts of discussions," 
Dowson says. “Major issues of 
public importance in urban 
matters and the environment 
can be debated and discussed 
because we have no axe to 
grind, we are an open place. 
I’m not flunking of presenting 
just models and drawings, 
which are difficult to under¬ 
stand, but using new-technol¬ 
ogy in presentations so that we 
can try to present in a way 
which grabs people. 

“The environment as a 
whole and design within the 
environment is of national 
importance because the health 
of cities is the health of 
nations, and the urban prob¬ 
lems of the 21st century axe die 
heart of any discussion." 

The existing galleries are in 

it-'*.**.-.*'---. •• • 

Academic excellence Sir Philip Dowson is determined “to lay foundations to meet (he challenges of financial backing as well as design" 

the process of being upgraded, 
thanks to sponsorship with 
which comes endowment 
funding for the future mainte¬ 
nance of the rooms. All this, 
plus the opening of the Bur¬ 
lington Gardens building, 
needs to be in sight of comple¬ 
tion by 199S. so that Dowson, 
who must retire as president 
at 75. can go happily in 1999. 

It will probably make him 
one of the greatest developing 
presidents that-, the academy 
has had. Appropriately, an 
exhibition opening on Febru¬ 
ary 15 commemorates a previ¬ 
ous reforming president, 
Frederick Leighton. Leighton’s 
last reported words when he 
died 100 years ago were “my 
love to the Royal Academy", 
but pragmatism infuses Daw¬ 
son’s sentimentality. 

“My hope is to lay founda¬ 
tions. foundations in every 
sense, because we need an 
organisation which will meet 
those challenges of financial 
backing as well as design, and 
everything we do now will be 
to meet those requirements. If 
I can get those foundations in 
place, f shall feel that I’ve 
come to something." 
• Africa: An of a Continent is at 
the Royal Academy (0171-439 7-OS) 
until January 2) 

Return to the gallows poll 
Politicians get away 

with murder, thanks to 
the electronic media. 

So fast is information dis¬ 
seminated, so instant is the 
analysis and so rapid the 
transition from this crisis to 
the next that even the most 
appalling cock-ups get little 
more than their allotted 15 
minutes of infamy. 

Which is why programmes 
that look backwards serve a 
most useful purpose: they 
can often reveal more by 
taking a longer perspective, 
and they also serve to remind 
us of the full horrors atten¬ 
dant upon the absence of 
someone who has the guts to 
say “No, minister" when 
faced with a politician in full 
ay. 

Consequences (Radio 4) is 
a series about the ramifica¬ 
tions of public policy. It is 
introduced by Tony Travers 
of the London School of 
Economics, a man with the 
journalist’s essential instinct: 
he knows how to la a good 
story tell itself. 

RADIO: Peter Barnard on the 
end of Thatcher - and the start of 

a scintillating new series 
This week the subject was 

the poll tax. as all but its 
inventors called the com¬ 
munity charge. This tax. 
much more than the issue of 
European integration, was to 
bring down Margaret 
Thatcher. 

We know the story, and it 
was retold here with admi ca¬ 
ble clarity through the voices 
of those who assembled and 
then disassembled the policy. 
But I was as much struck by 
the coincidental messages 
that wen? supplied by unre¬ 
lated events. 

The ambition to abolish 
the rates was announced at 
the Tory conference in 1984. 
bui wiped off the front pages 
by the Brighton bomb. At the 
start of 1986. the Cabinet met 
to consider the final poll tax 
proposal, bur that meeting 

’ began with. the Westland 
crisis. Thus poll tax discus¬ 
sion was truncated (and op¬ 
ponents such as Nigel 
Lawson silenced) because 
Michael Heseltine walked 
out of the Government And 
on the day Kenneth Baker 
assembled the press to 
launch the poll tax, the spare 
shuttle Columbia blew up. 

People less inward looking 
than politicians, less ob¬ 
sessed with their own small 
world, might perhaps have 
paused to wonder whether 
three disasters might not be 
sending a message about a 
fourth. 

Alas. Thatcher had long 
since become, as someone 
put it in the programme, 
“captivated by an idea at the 
expense of political realities". 
Biker, one of five Environ¬ 

ment Secretaries during the 
life of the poll tax. had put on 
slide shows and fancy graph¬ 
ics in a room at Chequers in 
order to convince Thatcher 
that the poll tax was a 
winner. 

Graphs, bar charts and 
“pictures of houses with 
chimneys" were all used to 
overwhelm the central con¬ 
tradiction of the tax. that a 
charge imposed by central 
government as a way of 
neutering local government 
would nonetheless be blamed 
on local councils, not on 
Whitehall. 

But there was, though, a 
certain symmetry to the 
whole sad episode. In 1981, 
Heseltine — the then Envi¬ 
ronment Secretary — had 
considered and rejected re¬ 
placing the rates with the poll 
tax. 

In 1990, Heseltine stood 
against Thatcher, precipitat¬ 
ed the arrival of John Major, 
and was called into the 
Cabinet... to abolish the poll 
lax. Ain’t life grand? 

THEATRE: No need for a plot in West London; Bukowski, the dead Beat, goes on; Rostand’s nose out of joint in India 

Chekhov at street level 
;HE Goldhawk Road is the 

e<ort of street you find less and 
^ ss in gen trifled West 

.ondon. In it you can buy 
^econd-hand hubcaps and 
heap Indian jewellery, eat 
"Caribbean fish stews or over- 

*•* * one liver and chips, and see 
ie ghosts of several 
ownmarket dramatic charac- 
irs. The Steptoes drove their 

i»orse and cart down it the 
1%-amp in Pinter’s Caretaker 

'tumbled along it to “(he best 
, -u-ublic convenience in Shep- 
r' erd’s Bush", and a character 

i Billy Roche's Poor Beast in 
, *’ie Pain ran away from 

-eland with her fancy-man, 
nly to go mad in one of its 

e Tabby side-streets. 
The Bush, which is on the 

' e-^wner of Goldhawk Road and 
* hepherd’s Bush itself, is 

t.*i early mindful of its duty to 
3*1 ie street's reputation, for it 

ave Roche’s marvellous play 
s premiere and is new pre- 

■;siting a highly enjoyable 
"<jece actually named after it 
!>imon Bent’s comedy is set in 

' gat dial almost audibly 
beseeches Hammersmith 

oundl to condemn it and 
settle its motley occupants in 

2/ tower block in White City. 
’ * too, house, people — all are 

seedy disarray. 
J “But there’s no plot" wafled 

/ friend as we walked down 
oldhawk Road after the 

• ay- Nor is there, not really, 
jt they said the same about 

* 'iddwv, and the effect here is 
a Cherry Orchard or Three 

- sters trainsposed to the 
‘‘ of Pinters Homecom- 

■: * p or, again. Caretaker. The 
- aracters even have neo- 
lekhovian habits, such, as 

- rejecting irrelevant oddities 

Goldhawk Road 
Bush 

into the conversation (“If you 
stand under a pylon long 
enough you get leukaemia*! 
and indulging in ./In de siide 
rumination about the future 
(“Fifty years from now they’ll 
have found a cure for deaths. 

The legal occupant is Trevor 
Martin'S splendidly lugubri¬ 
ous Paul, a retired coach- 
driver deep into girlie mags 
and hypochondria. By way of 
preparing for death, he has 
summoned Cohn and Reg 
(John Stimm. Neil Stuke) who 
may or may not be his long- 
neglected sons. In their wake 
comes Ralph (Danny Webb), a 
sort of punk spiv for whom 
they have been selling pirated 
software, and Jack Carr’s 
John, a former workmate of 

Paul’s given to making phone- 
calls to his wife and mistresses 
from what he swears is the 
outskirts of Aberdeen. 

Bent gives us some alarm¬ 
ing insights into the sexual 
habits of coach-drivers, those 
Don Juans of the M25, and 
some entertainingly glum 
ones into loneliness and en¬ 
nui. Only when he deals with 
the wrangles of Pauls matri¬ 
archal home-help and her 
unhappily married daughter 
does his writing become pre¬ 
dictable and repetitive. Else¬ 
where. all is fresh and funny 
enough to leave one accepting, 
even welcoming, the' absence 
of conventional plot. 

Indeed, Bent's point may be 
that these lost people are 
incapable of sustaining any¬ 
thing so conventional and 
considered as a plot. Ralph 
actually, plans to get. Paul to 
buy his flat from the council at 

Carnal porridge 

Jack Carr, woman trouble 

the usual discount and then 
resell it himself at a profit — 
but can so chaotic a criminal 
bring off such a coup? 
Lopakhin as foiled conman: 
updated, relocated Chekhov 
again. 

Benedict 
Nightingale 

AT THIS same theatre a year 
ago. in a promising first play 
called Afters, the dead beat 
poet Charles Bukowski was 
reincarnated first as a mouse 
and then as a human again in 
order to confront some 
London bar flies with the 
poverty of their lives com¬ 
pared to his roister-doistering 
exploits. Now comes the Way 
Off Broadway Company from 
Vancouver to show us some 
actual Bukowski material, 
prose and (or so the pro¬ 
gramme says) poetry, adapted 
for the stage by Michael 
Wener. who also directs, and 
Michael Schaldemose. Chi the 
whole, 1 preferred the mouse. 

The pub theatre was packed 
solid, but most of the audience 
had probably been lured tliere 
by the titles of the two 75- 
minute plays father than by 
Bukowsid's reputation. Erec¬ 
tions. Ejaculations and Exhi- 

Good riddance to curried Cyrano 
I HAVE some very good news for you. 
Naseeruddin Shah, the silken-skilled 
actor from Bombay who has propped up 
alone — and for well-nigh three months 
— the woeful Cyrano at the National 
Theatre, has tired of die production. 

This latest adaptation of Edmund 
Rostand's story, transposed by Jatinder 
Verma and his Tara Arts group to India 
in the 1930s. win end its inelegant innings 
in just over a week. Ft wfll not as 
originally conceived by Verma and the 
National, travel on to India itself. 
Theatregoers there should thank Shah 
for bis ad of theatrical euthanasia. They 
should not however, write to him c/o 
Tara Arts. • • 

Itis easy to see why Shah is loath to 
tour his homeland with Cyrano and 

Tara. The latter — “a pioneering Asian 
theatre company" in this country — has 
contrived to produce two hours and 45 
minutes of multicultural hogwash. It is a 
wonder the Indian star, in lucrative 
demand in Bombay’s film world, has 
swallowed this swill for so long. 

With tbe exception of Shah, who 
interprets with panache the etiolated role 
of Cyrano Danmull -Barchha. Cyrano is 
an embarrassment. With any lack, his 
brusque adieu should ensure that the 
bubble of Tara Arts is burst at last 

Since its establishment nearly two 
decades ago by the Kenyan-Asian 
Verma. Tara has been treated invariably 
to cottonwool reviews by the liberal 
British critical Establishment Its formu¬ 
la is predictable and requires little by 

way of authentic invention. Take a classic 
of the Western dramatic canon, “curry it” 
(as one waspish critic put it), throw in 
heaps of Urdu dialogue and voild. you 
have a dashing, Indo-Westem theatrical 
experience (a “posl-cnlonial” Tempest 
for example). 

It has taken our critics 20 years to see 
through something Shah saw through in 
no time at all. If adapting a classic does 
not move it in a meaningful new 
direction, if the “lndianisation" of a 
European work does not rise above (he 
level of a mediocre conceit and If the cast 
is seldom better than pedestrian, it is time 
to shout “enough" ... or “bus ho gaya 
har, as Verna would prefer. 

Double Bill 
Old Red Lion 

bitions is the first one. Vie 
F*** Machine the second (this 
machine does make an ap¬ 
pearance at the end, in what is 
absolutely nothing more than 
a schoolboy joke). 

What the adapters appear to 
have done is join up some of 
their author's scattered writ¬ 
ings to make patterns that will 
conjure up Bukowsid's sordid 
world of compulsive drinkers 
and fantasists, whores and 
rapists. In the first play we 
meet the sexually voracious 
Harry (Schaldemose) selling 
himself to the even more 
voracious Connie (Deb 
Pickman] with the opening 
line “you know, 1 do well on 
the sex quizzes". 

This leads to a repetitious 
sequence of complaints by 
him. to her and to us, about 
what bitches women are. and 
complaints by her about what 
a slob Harry is. and how he 
doesn’t do what a woman 
wants done. 

The Machine pattern is a 
mosaic: fantasies of sexual 
and murderous aggression, 
sometimes treated as comedy. 
that brighten Harry's hobo 
life. Ian Butcher does sturdy 
work as a succession of roughs 
and toughs, but once again it 
all goes on and on, men 
coupling with women, with 
men. with the dead, and 
finally with that nasty mach¬ 
ine. We can have all that sort 
of thing at home without going 
to the theatre to see it. 

Tunku Varadarajan Jeremy Kingston 
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Chance and circumstance can shape even the greatest of men, Ian McIntyre finds in a new biography of America’s 16th President ^ 

ASSSS Masterly work made from a piece of folly ISIS'S? § A whimsical but enduring 
convention of biographical 
writing decrees that au¬ 

thors should profess, remorse at 
what they have inflicted on their 
families in die course of their 
unending researches. "For Aida 
and Bruce." writes David Herbert 
Donald, “who have had to live 
with Lincoln for most of their 
lives." 

One feels for them. Lincolns 
secretaries may have revered him 
as “a backwoods Jupiter, bat the 
16th President of the United States, 
a shambling and uncouth man, 
was only minimally house-trained. 
The voice was high and piercing. 
He was addicted to puns and to 
stories that were every bit as tall as 
the famous stove-pipe hat into 
which he frequently stuck corres¬ 
pondence and documents. 

In male company the tone of his 
anecdotes could veer from the 
folksy to the scatological. A centu¬ 
ry on. Lyndon Johnson would 
certainly have slapped his thigh at 
the one about the English family 
who kept a picture of George 
Washington in their lavatory. 
"Most appropriate," countered 
their American guest There is 

LINCOLN 
By David Herbert Donald 

. Jonathan Cape, £30 

nothing that will Make an En¬ 
glishman Shit so quick as the sight 
of Genl Washington.” 

And yet to make an interesting 
narrative of Lincoln's first 50 years 
would test the skills of a Schehera¬ 
zade. “Why Scrippsr Lincoln said 
to a journalist keen to write his 
campaign biography, "it is a great 
piece of folly to attempt to make 
anything of my early life." It could, 
he said, be con ctensed into one 
sentence from Gray’s Elegy—“The 
short and simple annals of the 
poor." 

Boldly — possibly rashly — 
Donald disregards this guidance 
from the horse's mouth about how 
to handle the tedious years as 
carpenter and riverboat man, sol¬ 
dier and postmaster, blacksmith 

and surveyor. He also acknowl¬ 
edges that he has devoted more 
attention than some earlier biogra¬ 
phers to Lincoln’s "brain-numbing 
labor” in his law practice; in 
consequence we are over a third of 
the way into this long book before 
he reaches Washington as Presi¬ 
dent-elect 

From I860 the pace quickens. 
Within weeks of his election every 
state of the lower South had taken 
steps towards secession. Initially 
Lincoln seemed totally unable to 
make things go right Early in 1862 
tilings looked so desperate that he 
contemplated for the first time the 
prospect of Confederate success, 
and spoke of "the bare possibility 
of our being two nations". 

- Donald is a highly fastidious 
biographer "In tracing the life of 
Abraham Lincoln. I have asked at 
every stage of his career what he 
knew when he had to take critical 
actions, how he evaluated the 
evidence before him. and why be 
reached his decisions." His ac¬ 

Lincoln as a young lawyer 

count is based largely on the 
President's own words, whether in 
letters and messages or in conver¬ 
sations recorded by reliable wit¬ 
nesses. Donald’s encyclopaedic 

knowledge of the vast secondary 
literature is deployed only when . 
letters or documents cannot be 
found elsewhere. The result is a 
biography written essentially from 
Lincoln'S point of view, using only 
the information and ideas that 
were available to hinu 

Although this. is an austere 
approach, it is a rewarding one. 
made possible by the availability 
of the Lincoln Papers in the; 
Library of Congress. After the ten- 
volume authorised life by Nicolay 
and Hay appeared in 1890 these 
papers were sealed until 1947, and 
were therefore not available to 
such major biographers as Albert 
J. Beveridge, William E. Barton or 
Cari Sandburg. 

Donald devotes refreshingly lit¬ 
tle space to correcting the errors of 
previous biographers. Equally 
commendably, he sets his face 
against historiographical discus¬ 
sion: This is a book about Lincoln 
— not a bode about the literature 
about Lincoln." 

Readers seeking a general hist¬ 
ory of the United States during the 
rmd-19th century must accordingly 
look elsewhere: So must those 
interested in a detailed account of 
the CzvB War or of the internal 
affairs of the Confederacy. Donald 
offers no broad philosophical dis¬ 
cussion of the origins of the 
conflict, and spends little time on 
the question of whether it was the 
first’modern war. These are 
important subjects, but they, did 
not present themselves to Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln in any practical way", Of the many which did. 

Donald gives a masterly 
description. Lincoln’s rela¬ 

tions with McClellan and later 
with Granti-the development of his 
thmiting. on-the. Emancipation 
Proclamation and the ideas and 
rhetoric of the Gettysburg Ad¬ 
dress; his campaign for re-election 
in 1864 and Radical plans to 
unhorse him ~ all are passed in 
orderly and judicious review. 

He mounted the warrior’s steed 
At the time Lloyd 

George formed his 
coalition Govern¬ 
ment at the end of 

1916, Britain was in tar greater 
peril than most people real¬ 
ised. Still feeing tiie combined 
German. Austro-Hungarian 
and Ottoman empires with 
their interior lines, Britain was 
running out of manpower, 
shipping, food and cash. Its 
principal allies, France and 
Russia, were even more grave¬ 
ly weakened. 

Soon matters became much 
worse, as Germany declared 
unrestricted U-boat warfare, 
Russia's effective participation 
in the war was brought to an 
end by revolution, and the 
French Army, after another 
failed offensive, was struck by 
mutinies. On the credit side 
America entered the war, but 
in such a state of military un¬ 
preparedness that it would be 
a long time before there could 
be any significant conse¬ 
quences on the Western front 
where the war had to be 
derided. Britain’s contribution 
was, therefore, more essential 
than ever, but in early 1917 its 
ability to survive seemed in¬ 
creasingly doubtful. Stories of 
wheat which had been 
enough to last 14 weeks when 
Lloyd George took office, had 
fallen to nine weeks’ supply by 
mid-April 

Yet within two years of the 
formation of his Government 
and before the Americans 
could achieve a massive pres¬ 
ence in Europe, the enemy 
empires had collapsed and the 
war was won. How much of 
this astonishing reversal of 
fortune was due to Lloyd 
George himself? In what sense 
was he, as David French says, 
"the indispensable man neces¬ 
sary to win the war”? 

French is a penetrating ana¬ 

Lloyd George knew that military strategy was intimately connected with the morale of the troops: on the front lines with British soldiers in a trench near Fricourt, France. 1916 

lyst and judicious in his as- ment to any great extent". He John GlISS policymaker the intimate con- for allowing the battle to be 20 years’ time the Germans 
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lyst and judicious in his as¬ 
sessments. He is by no means 
blind to Lloyd George's faults 
and does not oversimplify the 
merits of his Government He 
doubts, for instance, that the 
small War Cabinet Lloyd 
George set up “enhanced the 
efficiency of central govern¬ 
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ment to any great extent". He 
did, however, make a number 
of vital appointments, among 
which that of Sir Joseph 
Maclay as Shipping Control¬ 
ler was perhaps the most vital. 
Mad ay was a strong advocate 
of the convoy system, as was 
the Secretary of the War 
Cabinet, Sir Maurice Hankey. 
Lloyd George was not immed¬ 
iately converted to the idea, 
but once he was the results 
were derisive. Without accept¬ 
ing the too dramatic story that 
he imposed the system out¬ 
right when he visited the 
Admiralty on April 30. 1917. 
French considers that the Ad¬ 
miralty would have taken even 
longer to agree to it "without 
the Prime Minister's overt 
pressure". 

However, he insists that 
convoys and the Govem- 

THERE are botanical gardens 
older and more beautiful than 
the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew. And yet Kew beside the 
Thames, shattered by the 
planes winging in and out of 
Heathrow, enjoys a special 
reputation. Partiy it is ad¬ 
mired as a scientific institution 
established two centuries ago 
by the admirable Sir Joseph 
Banks for the study of the 
world's flora. But Kew also 
enjoys the peculiar status of a 
national institution, a place 
people care about without 
necessarily knowing why. 

A definitive history of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens is sure 
to find eager readers. Des¬ 
mond’s account is first-class, 
packed with detail yet dear 
and written with the sober 
authority of a former librarian 
of Kew. Particularly enjoyable 
are the chapters describing the 
gardens’ early 18th-century or¬ 
igins as a colony for royal 
German immigrants. Queen 
Caroline, her reviled heir 
Prince Frederick, and his wife. 
Princess Augusta. Undeterred 
by the dead flat, sandy banks 
of the Thames, they hired Sir 
William Chambers and 
“Capability” Brown to make 
gardens on two contiguous 
rural estates, out of which by 
slow stages were formed the 
public gardens of today. 

Kew as a place to see exotic 
plants dates to I75S, after 
Prince Frederick was killed by 
a cricket bill. After his death, 
Augusta and her fascinating 
friend Lord Bute united to 
make a botanic garden for “all 

THE STRATEGY OF 
THE LLOYD 

GEORGE 
COALITION 
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BSy David French 
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menfs shipbuilding pro¬ 
gramme, though important, 
did less to avert defeat than the 
policy of reducing imports and 
concentrating shipping on the 
shortest routes, particularly 
the Atlantic. Either way, Lloyd 
George'S measures certainly 
saved the country and with it 
the Allied cause. 

Above alL French argues 
that Lloyd George “saw more 
clearly than any other British 

policymaker the intimate con¬ 
nection between strategy and 
national morale". Hence his 
desire for relatively cheap 
success in the Levant (which 
he achieved), and his reluc¬ 
tance to commit the British 
Army to any further grandiose 
offensives in the West Unfor¬ 
tunately his mistaken support 
for doe French General Nivelle 
at the beginning of 1917, and 
his bungled attempt to put 
Haig under Nivelle, deprived 
him of moral authority, and to 
some extent of selfconfidence, 
in dealing with Haig later that 
year. French takes this and 
other factors fully into account 
in seeking to explain Lloyd 
George's failure to prevent one 
of the wart most ghastly 
attritional struggles, the third 
Battle of Ypres. He is convinc¬ 
ing on Lloyd George's reasons 

for allowing the battle to be 
launched, but why he did not 
at least try to stop it before its 
terrible fast phase, at 
Passchendade, is never ade¬ 
quately explained. 

It was quite right, in 
French's view, that British 
manpower was conserved 
during the ensuing winter. He 
supports Lloyd George pn that 
issue, and does not blame him 
for the initial success of the 
German offensive in the 
spring of 1918. When victory 
for the Allies followed between 
August and November, it took 
everybody by surprise, sol¬ 
diers and civilians alike. Lloyd 
George’s first instinct was to 
carry the war into Germany 
and make sure that the victory 
was unmistakable. Tf peace 
were made now," he said 
presdentiy on October 13, “in 

Augusta’s paradise 
preserved for all 

Patricia Morison 
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the known plants on earth". 
Ah. the confidence of the agel 
Even now. Kew grows only 10 
per cent of the world's known 
flora. Happily, it still has a 
ginkgo planted by Princess 
Augusta, and Chambers’s out¬ 
rageous Pagoda, minus its 
glittering dragon finials — 
could this be another use for 
National Lottery money? In 
the last war, the RAF cut holes 
in every floor and dropped 
model bombs through, to get a 
100-foot vertical drop, 

Kew's toiling gardeners 
hardly feature in the bode, the 
focus instead being on the 
great directors, Banks, Wil¬ 
liam and Joseph Hooker and, 
in the 1890s. the autocratic 
Thistleton-Dyer who finally 
drove the gardeners to revolt 
These directors needed tube 
fighters because the Royal 
Botanic Gardens led such a 
shaky existence and twice in 
the last century would have 

Frozen serenity: KeWs Palm House and lake in winter 

foundered, save for directorial 
obduracy. Kew's critics were 
legion and included scientists 
angered by its dog-in-the- 
manger attitude to plants. 
Treasury officials, and the 
ambitions of the British Muse¬ 
um and Royal Horicultural 
Society. Journalists sniped 
that KeWs floral beds were too 
gaudy, or not gaudy enough. 

Men of science and moral¬ 
ity^ Kews directors generally 
viewed the public as the 
enemy. What had the higher 
realms of botany to do with 
nursemaids pushing peram¬ 

bulators? In Kew's woods and 
ditches, the poor got up to 
worse things than children's 
games. Thistleton-Dyer was 
plagued by a Mrs Wheatstone 
who ran a brothel beside the 
herbarium, then a tea-shop at 
Kew Palace lodge. Even in 
Princess Augusta’s time, the 
pubb'c were allowed free into 
the Botanic collection, if re¬ 
spectably dressed (no coloured 
neckties). But access to the 
whole gardens, opening 
hours, and where the gates 
should be. were all hotly 
disputed^ Residents held In- 

20 years’ time the Germans 
would say what Carthage had 
said about the First Punic 
War... that by better prepa¬ 
ration and organisation they 
would be able to bring about 
victory next time." But the 
supposed cost of prolonging 
the war, together with other 
factors, resulted in what 
French sees as a premature 
armistice. This, rather titan 
Versailles, may have been 
what caused all the sacrifice of 
the Great War to be wasted. 

French's valuable work de¬ 
serves a wider readership than 
it is likely to have. Produced at 
a deterrent price, it is also 
presented in a severely aca¬ 
demic mode, with references 
cluttering almost every page. 
But no one with a serious 
interest in the subject can 
afford to miss it 

dignatkm Meetings to de¬ 
mand Thistleton-Dyer remove 
the boundary wall. The direc¬ 
tor actually rebuilt it higher, 
claiming the need to stop 
gardeners legging it across to 
the public houses. 

A PARTICULARLY interest¬ 
ing part of the book is devoted 
to Kew's rote as mother 
garden for the Empire, her 
botanists profoundly chang¬ 
ing the agricultural economies 
of large tracts of the globe. At 
the end the book tails off 
somewhat, despite the bright 
tally of improvements, expan¬ 
sion, Kew's first television 
commercial in 1994, and the 
inevitable mission statement 

An appendix revekfa some 
ominous figures. The Edwar¬ 
dian era was a golden time for 
Kew Gardens. In 1915, there 
were more than four million 
visitors. Then admission 
charges were introduced, fig¬ 
ures dropped dramatically 
and have in most years been 
around one million. Recently, 
□umbers have dipped consid¬ 
erably below, so despite its 
hallowed reputation, Kew 
does not seem particularly 
popular. Is it the cost an entry 
charge of £4 — an increase of 
800 per cent since 1987? Or 
does file explanation lie deep¬ 
er? One is left wondering if in 
a century's time. Princess Au¬ 
gusta's dream will have lost 
the power to lure people from 
their own exotic gardens and 
conservatories to the palm 
houses and rockeries beside 
the Thames. 4 

Donald believes that in focusing 
closely on Lincoln himself — "on 
what he knew, when he toiew it, 
and why he made his derisions"— 
he has been led to paint him in 
different colours from earlier biog¬ 
raphers. A less modest man might 
have said that die colours were not 
just different but truer. 

He is struck by how often chance 
played' a determining role and 
emphasises Lincoln's enormous 
capacity for growth. Most impor¬ 
tantly he insists on the essential 
passivity of Lincoln's nature. In¬ 
deed he chooses as an epigraph a 
sentence from a letter which 
convinces him that this was a trait 
which Lincoln recognised in him¬ 
self: "I claim not to have controlled 
events, but confess plainly that 
events have controlled me." 

After half a century of Lincoln 
studies. Donald does not believe in 
doing his readers’ work for them. 
Like all die best biographies, this 
finely written book seeks to explain 
rather Than to judge. What it 
explains is how one of the least 
experienced and most poorly pre¬ 
pared men ever elected to high 
office became the greatest Ameri¬ 
can President. 

Poetry 
that 

order 
breeds In one of his most memora¬ 
ble poems. Roy Fuller 
reflects on a photograph of 

the elderly Brahms perusing a 
score of Wagner’s. The com¬ 
posers equanimity appears 
unshaken. And yet. Fuller 
wonders, "how can he not be 
falling back aghast/ At the 
chromatic spectrum of decay,/ 
Starting to destroy already/ 
His classical universe?" 

Fuller, like Brahms, was a 
man who needed order. Tidy- 
minded and fastidious in his 
dress, he lived in a suburban 
bungalow and worked for 
most of his life as a building 
society solicitor. The American 
poet Wallace Stevens — 
another of Fuller's heroes and 
himself a man of affairs —■ 
famously wrote of the artist’s 
“rage for order”. Those who 
have read Fuller at any length 
may. be forgiven for thinking 
(hat. except at his rare best he 
had order all right but was 
somewhat short on rage. A 
preoccupation with the quotid¬ 
ian can be merely mundane. 
Deflate the mighty line and 
you may have nothing to show 
for it but flatness. 

These impressions have 
been revived by the appear- 
_ance — only four years after 
the poeTs death — of this 
critical biography. It says 
much for the author that if he 
cannot remove such reserva¬ 
tions, he does much to modify 

Clive Wflmer 

.. ROYFULLER 
Writer and 

Society 
By Nefl Powdl 

Canxmet, £25 

them and much to increase 
one’s sympathy for Fuller. He 
compels attention to poems 
that might be overlooked; and 
his re-evaluation of Fuller's 11 
novels persuades me that 
these have been unjustly ne¬ 
glected. Acute and judicious, 
he is as unafraid of severity as 
of enthusiasm and has an 
unfailing eye for the telling 
detail. 

The book belongs, in 
short to a threatened 
species: intelligent non¬ 

academic criticism. As such, it 
exemplifies the best of the 
values Fuller himself champi¬ 
oned. Though he moved in the 
course of his life from wild Left 
to respectable Centre. Puller 
was consistent in defending 
what Powell calls "a culturally 
enabling socialism”: a belief in 
the democratisation and pres1 
ervation of high culture. In his 
fast years he accepted the 
responsibility of making this 
case in public, first as Oxford 
Professor of Poetry, and then 
when his orderly skins were 
called upon by public bodies 
such as the Poetry Book Soci¬ 
ety. the BBC and the Arts 
Council. 

Powell succeeds in making 
this last phase as absorbing as 
anything in Fuller's life — as 
his wartime experience in East 
Africa or his clotty northern 
childhood, spent drifting with 
a widowed mother between 
seaside hotels. As biography, 
the book works best when a 
larger glimpse of society is 
included. Where more inti¬ 
mate relationships are con¬ 
cerned, there are odd lacunae. 
One would like to know more 
about Fuller’s family. His 
wife, in particular, is never 
described and we are not even 
told exactly how he met her. 
But it is a relief to read a new 

I biography that has no need for 
sensational revelations. Fuller, 
always a reticent man. would 

i have been pleased. 
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Wind, 
rain 
and 

words T^isjuoldasman.and 
^ °ld 071 Orkney. Four 

thousand years ago the 
megauth-raisers left thdf mark 
there; the Orkneyinga Saga sur- 

hwi f V?Sel for ** t^es of Norse 
blood-feuds All had their si£y- 
55”- now Orkney has 
George Mackay Brown. 

‘f,a difficult task, one marie 
the harder by what he calls the 
f^sk of newsprint, radio. 

u Yet for ffian 40 
JJ?.1? "f h?* I^n^red. writing 
still by hand, publishing steadily if 
sometimes unevenly plays and 
novels, stones, poems. Epitomising 
Kants dictum that the greatest 
journey a man can make is the 
journey inside his own head. 
Mackay Brown has left Orkney 
only once since the 1950s. when he 
studied under Edwin Muir in 
Edinburgh. This collection of 18 

Ross Ledrie 

WINTER TALES 
By George Mackay Brown 

John Murray. EISJJ9 

short stories written over the last 20 
years shows that it is not dull to 
have Orkney in the blood; ft is to 
have the elemental. 

Just as the islands of which he 
sometimes seems a rocky outcrop 
have no trees, Mackay Brawn’s 
stories lack as much as they 
contain. There is almost no emotion 
before Mackay Brown's chthonian 
deities. There is only sea and wind 
and life and death and earth. These 
stories are threnodies and elegies— 
for many things that were, and 
might have been, and some dial 
might yet be. 

The prose reflects these themes. 
Though finely wrought, there is 
about it a deliberate and beguiling 
unease. It is dipped and stripped, 
lapidary, heavily end-stopped. But 
then it is suddenly epic, resonating 
the oral tradition dial these stories 
manage to make quite their own. 
We have the “star-thronged wheel 
of darkness”, a “deep-cargoed 
slop", the Homeric “winged word". 
Then lavishly Mackay Brown puts 
his ears back and the dark powers 
he would master, sing: “That year, 
the elements of sun mid rain and 
wind were so exquisitely measured 
and scattered upon the furrows that 
the little black-ploughed fields 

sown with barley and oats had 
shallow pools of green soon and 
then the sloping rectangles were all 
preen, all crammed with murmur- 
ings and whisperings in die way¬ 
ward wind.. 

But man in these stories is a 
cipher, and a generation but a 
“slow ponderous wave of time". A 
consistentlbemeis eventual light in 
the darkness. At its best, as in Ikey, 
this is moving. At its worst, as m 
The Architect or The Road to 
Emmaus, it becomes only a rather 
laboured manifestation of a con¬ 
vert's own Catholicism. We miss 
the tragedy of many men's prefer¬ 
ences tor die dark. Differently and 
secularly handled, it can be compel- 
ling. The Sons of Upland Farm is 
almost unbearably painful before a 

revelation, a story stark then star¬ 
tling in its profundity. 

Yet ciphers these diameters re¬ 
main. Only in the poetry of 
R. S. Thomas is such bleakness 
elsewhere to be found. People are 
vanity. When they are not indige¬ 
nous islanders, they are puppets 
before Mackay Brown's ineluctable 
and atavistic gods. So. in The Woodcarver, is the 

laird of the island no more 
than a symbol far “a progres¬ 

sive young man newly out of 
Cambridge”; in Ikey you think that 

• Dr . Aeneas Giles . Logan has es¬ 
caped stereotype — until, inevita¬ 
bly, he too contributes to Mackay 
Brown's relentless whole: “We all 
come out of wind, water, stone. 

fire," he says. “We get shaken back 
into them in the end." 

This is dangerous ground. If 
these stories are to succeed, they 
must rise from the parochial and 
touch the universal Nova Scotia, 
not Orkney, is Alasdair MacLeod's 
point of departure in his collection 
of stories. The Lost Salt Gift of 
Blood, that new defines this genre 
Mackay Brown may fall short of 
that mark, but he brings us very, 
very dose. In Sophodes’ Ajax, a 
play of which Mackay Brown’s Dr 
Logan would approve, Ajax says: “I 
see that we are. all of us. mere 
shadows, phantoms of nothing." 
With Winter Tales. Mackay Brown 
has transcended Orkney, and 
placed a boulder on that larger, 
awesome cairn. 

Derwent May on the witty stories of Julian Barnes 

More than just 
Sleeve notes There is a great deal of 

pleasure to be had from 
this first collection of 
short stories by Julian 

Baines. But the blurb js slightly 
misleading. “No one has a better 
perspective to see things from 
both sides of the Channel than 
Barnes." it says. 

But 1 remember the opening 
paragraph of Barnes’s article on 
the Channel Tunnel, in his vol¬ 
ume of Letters from London 
written for The New Yorker. 
There he describes how Flau¬ 
bert's character Bouvard. on 
learning that an earthquake 
might cause Britain and France 
to tumble into each other, runs 
away in terror — not of the 
cataclysm, but of the idea of the 
British coming nearer. These ten 
stories are about the British in 
France — a view from one side. 
The French, like Bouvard, seem 
mostly to have fled from them. 

They are also stories of a very 
distinct character. They range 
from the 17th to the 21st century, 
defining moments when typical 
British folk had (or may be 
expected to have) a presence in 
France. There is very little indi¬ 
vidual emotion or drama in them. 
They delicately, and often wittily, 
recreate with all its flavour a 
passage of social history. 

The first story. Interference, is 
about a vain, bad-tempered Eng¬ 
lish composer who has isolated 
himself in a French village in the 
early 1930s. Art, he believes, 
justifies him in total egoism. He 
has alienated all the villagers, yet 
has to persuade them to turn off 
their various electrical machines 
to prevent interference when he 
wants to hear his works being 
broadcast on the BBC from 
London. There are numerous 
perfect period touches, such as 
his description of the conductor 
Adrian Boult as his “young 
champion”. He dies one after¬ 
noon when his last work is being 
performed, and his wife has 
failed to alert the baker and 
butcher and fanners in time for 
them to switch off. 

The whole story turns deftly 
and elegantly on this witty idea, 
yet the composer hardly seems an 
individual He is like an intricate 
shell, perfectly reflecting a stage 
in its inhabitant's evolution, but 
without the inhabitant inside. 

CROSS CHANNEL 
By Julian Barnes 

Jonathan Cape, it3.09 

Other stories have similar 
strengths and weakness. Experi¬ 
ment is about the narrator’s 
Unde Freddy, a traveller for 
genuine wax polish who went to 
France for a motor rally in 1928 
and got caught up wiih the 
Surrealists. This was because he 
said in a bar that he travelled in 
“Cire rioliste" — or. perhaps, 
when asked why he was there, 
said ~Je suis, sire, rallyisteOr 
maybe he even said, talking of the 
white wine he was drinking, "Je 

Barnes: resonant fragments 

suis sur Reuillys". A brilliant trio 
of puns — quite surrealist them¬ 
selves — but the subsequent story 
of how his new friends tested out 
whether he could distinguish 
blindfold between an English¬ 
woman and a Frenchwoman is 
just an ingenious piece of recon¬ 
struction of that milieu. 

One of the very best stories is 
Hermitage, about two English 
women mends in the 1890s who 
buy a run-down chateau and 
vineyard in the Medoc. Their 
relationship, with its Victorian 
mixture of frankness and prim¬ 
ness, is touchingly sketched, but 
once again the real interest lies in 
the account of the place and the 
time — the grape varieties being 
used, the varied reactions to the 
phylloxera menace, the other 
grape diseases (on which we get 
an entertaining but encyclopaedic 
paragraph). The descriptions are 

particularly good in this story — 
die vineyards running across the 
land “like green corduroy", a 
blister "like a broad bean"— but 1 
could not help wondering if it was 
not my own visits to the M£doc 
thar made the story especially 
enjoyable for me, just as 
BrambiUa, about the Tour de 
France, might especially please 
cyclists with its anecdotes. 

There is only one story here 
that really grips by its tension 
and anguish — Dragons, which 
is about the persecution of the 
Protestants in the south of France 
350 years ago. with an exfled Irish 
soldier among the savage 
persecutors. 

In the last story, an ageing 
author is travelling to France by 
Eurostar early in the next centu¬ 
ry. This — we are led to suppose 
— is an oblique self-portrait by 
Barnes. He is a rather Kingsley 
Amis-like character here (though 
Amis would never have gone to 
France), testily but self-modungly 
fussing about the correct use of 
language. He hints at the way in 
which characters he meets on the 
train turn into characters in his 
stories, and offers a profession of 
faith: he is obsessed, he says, with 
the recalling of “distant truths", 
and his art is dedicated to that 
recall by means of the “resonant 
fragment". 

The best of all the stories here, 
Eivrmore, shares that preoccupa¬ 
tion with remembering. A 
woman has spent her life going to 
France again and again, visiting 
the sites of First World War 
battles, after her brother was 
killed in the trenches. Barnes 
goes deeply into her feelings — 
her dislike of the wording on the 
memorials, the way her grief 
changes over time, her fears of 
the war being obliterated in 
mankind's memory. 

Yet even here, the emotion is in 
danger of being swamped by the 
historical facts. The lengthy ac¬ 
counts of the battlefields and 
graveyards could practically 
serve as a guide-book for visitors 
(and would give the famous New 
Yorker fact-checkers a terrible 
time), ff his old friend Martin 
Amis had not already used the 
title The Information for his 
latest novel, it would have been a 
perfectly appropriate one for 
Julian Barnes's new book. 

The bitter sound of truth 
THOMAS BERNHARD 
loathed Austria. Contempt for 
his compatriots and disgust at 
the State they inhabited were 
passions that sustained him 
throughout his life, and seem¬ 
ingly beyond. When he died in 
1989, he left a will forbidding 
publication or performance of 
his works in his native land, 
and rejecting in advance any 
efforts the Austrian republic 
might make at posthumous 
rapprochement with one of its 
most eminent opponents. 

There was more to this, of 
course, than simple loathing. 
There may once have been an 
Austria Bernhard loved, but 
the Austria he lived in had 
destroyed it From the mid- 
1950s he laid bare that destruc¬ 
tion in novels, short stones, 
poems, polemics and plays. In 
the bleak comedy of Extinc¬ 
tion — his last novel, pub¬ 
lished in German in 1986 and 
now deftly rendered into Eng¬ 
lish by David Mclintock — 
Bernhard's reckoning with 
Austria finds one of its most 
compelling forms. 

There is autobiography in 
all of Bernhard's fiction, just 

as there is fiction in his 
autobiographical works. Real 
names are put to creative use. 
living people are thinly dis¬ 
guised (too thinly. Bernhard'S 
publishers and their lawyers 
discovered more than once). 
Identifiable places and build¬ 
ings become symbols, the 
monumental repositories 
where history 
takes shape. 

And above afl, 
there is in 
Bernhard's pro¬ 
tagonists some¬ 
thing of Bern- 
hard himself: 
sickly, obses¬ 
sive, detached; 

Ian Brunskill 

EXTINCTION 
By Thomas 
Bernhard 
Quartet, £16 

wordily introspective to the 
point almost of madness; con¬ 
sumed by violent hatreds. 
Franz-Josef Murau, narrator 
of Extinction, is typical Super¬ 
fluous younger son of wealthy 
parents, he resides in. Rome, 
an unorthodox teacher of Ger¬ 
man literature. The whole of 
his existence, he tells his sole 
pupil, Gambetti, has been 
nothing more titan “a struggle 
to throw off the disease of 
Austrian mindlessness". 

For Murau, as for Bern- 
hard, Austria is and always 
will be an “essentially Nat¬ 
ional Socialist and Catholic 
nation"—the terms are insep¬ 
arable and almost inter¬ 
changeable. The country's 
tainted past and corrupt 
present are concentrated in the 
buildings and occupants of the 

Murau family 
estate at Wolfs- 
egg. (Schloss 
Wolfsegg — 
though not this 
Schloss Wolfs¬ 
egg — exists: 
near Bernhard’s 
several homes 
in Upper Aus- 

ture and history, politics and 
poetry, philosophy and art 

Almost inadvertently, from 
the depths of his self-absorp¬ 
tion, Murau conjures a de¬ 
tailed world arid a vivid 
supporting cast — a weak 
father and monstrous mother; 
two unloved, unlovely sisters; 
cosmopolitan Unde Georg: 
huntsmen and gardeners; the 
sinister archbishop Spadolini; 
the poet Maria (who owes 
something to Ingeborg Bach- 
mann); a portly, vulgar maker 
of wine-corks hum Freiburg. 
All like Murau himself, are 
viewed with cruel detachment 
— and who knows how much 
cruel distortion? 

tria, it recurs in his work from 
the early 1960s.) 

Murau wants nothing of 
Wolfsegg and what it repre¬ 
sents, but he gets it all regard¬ 
less. A car crash kills his 
father, mother and elder 
brother, forcing him to con¬ 
front his poisoned inheritance. 
He does so in a moving, 
maddening, unparagraphed 
monologue that interweaves 
the threads of his troubled life: 
Wolfsegg and Rome, architec- 

MURAU’S aim, and Bern¬ 
hard's, is to come to terms 
with what has made him what 
he is, and to destroy ft. Murau, 
like Bernhard, will call his 
defining, definitive written ac¬ 
count Extinction, “because in 
it i intend to extinguish every¬ 
thing: everything I record will 
be extinguished". It is a grim 
and grotesque endeavour, ac¬ 
complished with savage 
panache. 

Since Evelyn Waugh first 
took a caustic look at the 
world of American 

funeral parlours in The Low* 
One. novelists have regarded 
the death business as a fit 
subject for comedy. Not many 
pull ft off as weB as Lily Brett. 
Her heroine. Esther Zepler, £ 
the daughter of two Balish 
survivors of Auschwitz. 
Brought up in Australia, but 
now resettled in New York 
with her own family. Esther 
makes her living as a freelance 
writer of obituaries- Her earn¬ 
ings pass straight through her 
hands into those of the obliga¬ 
tory New York shrink- 

Unsurpringly. considering 
her ghoulish profession, sne 
has a morhid fascination with 
death. Every day an editor's 
phone call infonns her ot 
another potential candidate 
for the mortician’s slab, and 
she sets to work on an^advance 
obituary notice tor me 
“morgue”. Many hours are 
spent at memorial services, 
and in comforting grieving 
widows. For light reading, she 
chooses books on Je Holo¬ 
caust or suicide, and when a 
friend makes a passmg refer¬ 
ence to Jayne Mansfield. Es¬ 
ther recalls how the actress 
died decapitated in a »r 

Working the 
graveyard shift 
Lois Rathbone 

JUST LIKE THAT 
By lily Brett 

Arutri Deutsch, £15.99 

crash: “It was a pretty dramat¬ 
ic way to go." 

The tone, though, is one of 
relentless comedy and the 
story rattles along, with good 
doses of humour of the Woody 
Alien variety. Food and forni¬ 
cation are the two thinfg 
which take Esthers mind off 
work, and there are some 
graphic descriptions of both. A 
green salad in a hip. down¬ 
town restaurant is likely to be 
composed of oak leaves, dan¬ 
delions and nasturtiums 
“Melbourne was overrun with 
nasturtiums and dandelion 
leaves, and we’re paying ten 
bucks a plate for them in 
Manhattan." _ 

Brett invents a fine support¬ 
ing cast of family and friends. 

powered lawyer.. pregnant 
with fraternal twins, of which 
one, both or neither may 
conceivably be the offspring of 
her lover not her husband. She 
is a woman of terrifying verbal 
indiscretion, given to discuss¬ 
ing vaginas and haemorr¬ 
hoids in the middle of crowded 
restaurants. And there is Sean, 
Esther’s husband. Consider¬ 
ing the parallels between the 
author’s life and that of her 
heroine, it comes as no sur¬ 
prise that Sean follows the 
same profession as Brett's own 
h us land. David Rankin, an 
Australian painter. Sean is 
portrayed with such affection 
that the whole novel seems to 
have been intended as a love 
letter to the ideal husband. 

Brett death and survival 

There is Edek, Esther's quar¬ 
relsome father, who has a frail 
grasp of the English language, 
despite half a century spent in 
Australia. With Edek. healthy 
becomes “heltzy", licence be¬ 
comes “licen", and when he is 
overdiarged by the local ga¬ 
rage, he muses philosophical¬ 
ly: “It's a highway, so they 
robbed it" Esther’s best friend 
is Sonia Kaufman, a fligh¬ 

ts 

My only quibble is 
with the title. Per¬ 
haps in Australia, 

where the novel was first 
published, the phrase "just 
like that" has no connotations: 
but for British readers, an 
unwanted image of Tommy 
Cooper springs to mind each 
time one contemplates the 
dustjackd 

Lois Rathbone is on the obitu¬ 
aries staff o/The Times. 

CHANGING TIME 
http: //lvwvj.tlie-timcs.co.uk 
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How to avoid 
foreign jails 

THE Foreign Office has come 
up with an idea which, when 
fully developed, could benefit 
every holidaymaker and 
might preserve the liberty and 
even the lives of a few. 

Consular departments 
around the world are con¬ 
stantly being asked to solve 
the problems of holidaymak¬ 
ers whn get into trouble 
through ignorance of the 
country they are visiting. 

The idea is to produce a 
video outlining what to do and 
what not to do. what precau¬ 
tions to take and what to 
expect on arrival. Eventually it 
may be possible to show a 
different video in-flight for 

i 
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each destination. The first 
experimental video, concen¬ 
trating on the dangers of drug- 
taking. could be made 
specifically for tourists to 
Thailand. 

The Foreign Office already 
issues blunt'warnings about 
the dangers of becoming im¬ 
plicated in the drugs trade, 
even innocently, in Thailand. 
At least 21 Britons are in jail on 
drugs charges in the country, 
many more have been fined or 
deported and others are await¬ 
ing trial. 

The Thai authorities are 
themselves determined to 
damp down on drugs and 
police keep close watch on the 
crowds of backpackers in re¬ 

sorts and on off-shore islands. 
"If we just managed to make 

one person think again, or 
opened the eyes of someone to 
the potential dangers, it would 
all be worthwhile." said an 

insider ar the FO. 
So far. there has been little 

response from the airlines, or 
from the tour operators, who 
nave hinted that it might upset 
their passengers to be given 
such a stark warning at the 
start of their holidays. 

A video produced by a car 
hire company which warns of 
the potential dangers of driv¬ 
ing through Honda is now 
being shown on Britannia 
Airways flights. But it was so 
watered down after tour oper¬ 
ators complained that it was 
■'alarmist", that it is now little 
more than a "how to drive in 
the US" guide. 

The Foreign Office issues 
regular advisory notes about 
countries in which travellers 
might expect to find unusual 
problems, either involving in¬ 
ternal strife, crime or natural 
disasters. These are circulated 
to travel agents and tour 
operators but are too rarely 
seen by the customers. 

How much better if these 
were given a professional pol¬ 
ish by a film company and 
then shown on every* screen 
during the flight They are 
much more likely to be of use 
than the liferaft under your 
seat and would show that the 
airlines and the tour operators 
do have some concern about 
the dangers which might con¬ 
front their clients. 

For once the FO has got it 
absolutely right and the soon¬ 
er its idea is put into practice 
the better. 

Children running across the road at Messonghi Beach. Corfu, were in the care of Airtours, claims Holiday Which? 

Children's club dangers 
By Harvey Elliott 

EC plans cheap 
trips for oldies 

MANY children's clubs in 
Mediterranean resorts are po¬ 
tentially dangerous, badly run 
and ill-equipped, according to 
a new report by Holidav 
Which? 

Some children are given 
little to do while crammed into 
bars in which the exits have 
been blocked. Others can run 
unsupervised across busy 
roads, says the Consumers' 
Association magazine 

A quarter of the 36 clubs 
inspected last summer in Ma¬ 
jorca, the Algarve and Corfu, 
had safety problems, they 
claim. 

“Our investigation, with the 
help of a childcare expert 
reveals a dismal picture of 

child-minding services pre¬ 
sented as fun-packed dubs." 
they say. “Most disturbing, in 
two cases there were serious 
safety problems: an over¬ 
crowded Majorcan bar with 
blocked fire exits was used for 
a children's ‘pirate retreat' and 
another Majorcan bar used 
for a children's disco had 
sheer drops from wide-open 
first-floor windows." 

At Messonghi Beach in 
Corfu, dubs run by Ainours. 
Sunworld. Cosmos and First 
Choice were held on a pave¬ 
ment next to a service road 
and Holiday Which? claim 
that they saw children from 

the Airtours dub dash across 
the road in front of moving 
traffic. 

The magazine's critidsm — 
which included a description 
of one widely-used dub as 
having “all the charm and 
personality of a bomb shelter" 
— appeared to have shocked 
most tour operators and 
forced them to review the 
facilities on offer. 

“We will immediately go 
bade to the clubs which have 
been criticised to ensure they 
are never used again if what 
the magazine's inspectors 
found was typical.” said Len 
Mooney, the Overseas Prod¬ 

uct Director of Sun world. 
“We were veiy concerned 

about the criticism made of 
our clubs as they are very 
important to us'." said a 
spokesman for First Choice, 
"We are going back to the area 
and investigating in detail." 

Airtours. too. said that they 
would drop any children’s 
dubs which did not come up to 
scratch. 

Thomson, however, said 
that the findings were at odds 
with their own consumer re¬ 
search. “Our customers dear¬ 
ly don't share the CA's views, 
but we are investigating in- 
depth the issues which were 
raised in the report." said a 
spokeswoman. 

BRITISH pensioners could 
soon be eligible for cut-price, 
heavily subsidised holidays 
throughout Europe. Harvey 
Elliott mites. 

Details of the scheme — 
known as “social tourism” — 
are being examined by a small 
EC wotting party in Brussels 
and wfll be put to European 
tourism ministers next month- 

The plans are being spear¬ 
headed by Spain, which has 
run Inserso. a similar scheme, 
for ten years ami which has 
enabled three million pension¬ 
ers to take cheap holidays. 

Now an audit by the accoun¬ 
tants Price Waterhouse has 
shown that the scheme helps 
to- keep open hotels which 
would otherwise be dosed 
during the winter, keeps old 
people fitter, and at the same 
time saves Spain millions of 
pesetas in social security and 
unemployment benefits. 

Britain is so for refusing to 
back tire proposal, but the 
Labour Party is anxious to 
examine it further. "It is a very 
exciting idea and one which 
should be considered both in 
Britain- and Europe as a 
whole,” said Nigel Griffiths. 
Labour’s tourism spokesman. 

Under the existing Inserso 
scheme, now being adopted by 
Portugal and soon to be taken 
up independently by other 
European states, elderly 
people are entitled to massive 
discounts on holidays taken 
outside the main holiday 
season. 

The state pays a total of £42 
million towards the holidays, 
an average of £90 per pension¬ 
er. Each holidaymaker then 
pays up to £120 for an all- 
tnclusive week in a hotel. 

Eduardo Gamero, the direc¬ 

tor general of tourism for the 
Balearic Islands said: There 
are 60 million people over the 
age of 60 in the Community, 
many of whom are below the 
poverty line and never take a 
holiday. There are also hun¬ 
dreds of hotels which are 
dosed during the off-peak 
season- This scheme not only 
gives pensioners a chance to 
enjoy a break but, if if were 
generally accepted, would 
help the tourism industry 
throughout Europe.” 

Roger de Haan, the chair¬ 
man of Saga Holidays, the 
British tour operator which 
has virtually cornered the 
“grey" market, is enthusiastic 
about the idea. “Forty per cent 
of people over the age of 60 
now never travel anu if there 
was some means of targeting 
the less well-off it would 
improve the quality of life of 
the elderly." 

A European^wide confer¬ 
ence aimed at producing a 
detailed proposal for ministers 
to consider conduded that 
•The European Union cannot 
turn its back on this opportu¬ 
nity to create anpioyraent 
without requiring additional 
funding that also considerably 
improves the wellbeing of the 
elderly population.” 

Britain remains offidally 
sceptical of the scheme, how¬ 
ever, because h claims it is 
designed mainly to benefit 
Mediterranean countries with 
a natural tourism infrastruc¬ 
ture. 

“I can see how thousands of 
British pensioners would 
want to flock to Spanish 
beaches, but J can’t see the 
Spanish wanting to come to 
our seaside in february." said 
one official. 
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Eurostar 
cuts Paris 
fare to £69 

By Jonathan Prynn 

THE price of a return 
Euroster rail ticket iolS£ 
tumbled to £69 this weektn 
mark the start oUti^SaS 
train services from Ashford 

stat»on in Kent 
The new fare, which is 

available to passengers on the 
day of travel, brings the cost of 
journeys to Paris in line with 
tickets on the less popular 
Brussels route. Paris had pre- 
viously been £7 more ex£en- 
sive than the Belgian capital at 
£76. The only requirement is 
that passengers stay at least 
one Saturday night or three 
other nights in Paris. The day 
return price remains at E95. 

The new fare, which is 
almost certain to be followed 
by further reductions this year 
as competition with the air¬ 
lines intensifies, came the day 
after the start of Eurosiar 
services from Ashford. The 
new 19% Eurostar timetable 
shows nine departures a day 
from the Kent terminal, five to 
Pans and four to Brussels, 
with seven inbound services 
from the Continent 

The new timetable brings 
the centre of the French capital 
within a two-hour train ride 
for passenger starting their 
journeys in Ashford with trips 
to Brussels taking two and a 
quarter hours. Prices are the 
same as for departures from 
London. 

The timetable also features 
a new early morning depar¬ 
ture for Paris aimed at the 
business market. It leaves 
Waterloo International at 
6.19am. calls at Ashford an 
hour later and arrives in Paris 

Card du Nord at 10.24am. It is 
aimed at countering criticism 
from British business execu¬ 
tives that Eurostar could not 
deliver them to Paris in time 
for morning meetings. 

. European Passenger Ser¬ 
vices (EPS}, the operator of 
Eurostar, is in the vanguard of 
the movement to bring British 
clocks in line with the Conti¬ 
nent. partly because its early 
morning services would be¬ 
come far more competitive 
with the airlines (see below). 

The opening of Ashford 
marks the start of a crucial 
year for Eurostar. The next 12 
months will see tfie future 
ownership of EPS derided by 
the Government and the start 
of through trains to the prov¬ 
inces of Britain. 

Direct services from Paris 
and Brussels to Birmingham 
and Manchester and Glasgow 
on the West Coast main line 
and to Edinburgh on the East 
Coast main line are expected 
to commence this summer, 
Testing of the Eurostar trains 
that will be used for these 
services has already started, 
although the timetable has 
been set bade by the recent 
strikes in Fiance. 

However, the schedule for 
the introduction of overnight 
services from London and the 
regions to France. Belgium. 
Germany and Holland, has 
been more seriously delayed 
because the sleeper trains are 
now not expected to be deliv¬ 
ered by Metro CammelL then- 
manufacturer. in time for the 
original planned starting date 
later this year. 

Direct rail journeys from London to Disneyland Paris could be running by summer 

Disney launches 
Waterloo link 

EURO DISNEY is 

Ferries declare war 
By Steve Keenan 

CUSTOMERS are the big¬ 
gest winners as rail and 
ferry operators slash prices 
in the battle for business on 
routes across die English 
Channel, die Irish Sea and 
the North Sea. 

Ferry companies’ profits 
slumped in 1995 after die 
opening of die-Channel 
Tunnel despite an increase 
of 7 per cent in passenger 
traffic—135 million return 
journeys were made on 
58.000 Channel crossings 

Eurostar applied more 
pressure this week by cut¬ 
ting its cheapest fore. (The 
cheapest British Airways 
World Offer fare is £66.60.) 
And Le Shuttle has extend¬ 
ed a 20 per cent discount 
offer for travel up to 60 days 
in advance until March 31. 

There is also competition 
from a new ferry operator. 
Sea France, on the Dover- 
Calais route. Brittany Fer¬ 
ries is offering 25 per cent 

off hnnfcmgn marie before 
January 31 for any journey 
this year. This reduces the 
price of the Portsmouth- 
Caen crossing in August for 
a car and up to eight 
passengers from £273 to 
£204.75. 

Stena Line is offering a 
20 per cent discount to 
Calais, Dieppe, Cherbourg 
and Hook of Holland for 
bookings made by January 
31. Hoverspeed is cutting 60 
per cent off its price for 
Dover-Calais for bookings 
made by February 28. t February 28. 

Stena is also oaring a 20 
per cent discount on the 
FishguanFRosslaze route 
across the Irish Sea, forcing 
Irish Ferries to cut its 
return fare on the same run 
from £328 to £258 for book¬ 
ings made by January 31- 

Nortb Sea Fanes has 
cut the cost of a cabin and 
car for four from £506 to 
£385 in peak season. 

planning 
to run a direct Eurostar ran 

By David Churchill 

service from Waterloo to its 
French theme park, now 
known as Disneyland Paris. 

The service, using special 
trains featuring Disney char¬ 
acters. is part of a major 
promotional push by the 
theme park, including a new 
television campaign which 
starts next month. 

Last week the company 
opened its first dedicated UK 
reservations office. “We expect 
falls to reach 5,000 a day once 
the television advertising 
starts^" says Mr William 
Jones, the managing director 
for Disneyland Paris in 
London. 

Negotiations to operate the 
rail link are still taking place 
with Eurostar, but Disney is 
confident that it will be able to 
start selling rail packages 
after Easter, with the service 
likely to start midsummer. 

At present Disney-bound 
passengers on the Brussels 
Eurostar have to change at 
Ulte to catch a high-speed 
TGV train to the theme park, 
so the new direct link will cut 
the journey time significantly. 
Euro Disney expects to have 
sufficient demand to charter 

the trains from Eurostar. en¬ 
abling it to “customise" each 
service with Disney charac¬ 
ters. The frequency and cost of 
the service has yet to be 
finalised. 

Mr Jones is optimistic that 
the theme park will continue 
to make the progress of last 
year when the number of 
visitors rose 25 per cent to 10.7 
million. This was helped by 
admission price cuts and the 
opening of the Space Moun¬ 
tain roflercoaster ride. He 
reports that the current pro¬ 
motional offer, which enables 
children to travel and stay free 
when accompanied by adults, 
has meant weekend bookings 
from the UK until Easter are 
almost full. 

Major developments this 
year will focus on the Festival 
Disney entertainment com¬ 
plex rather than the theme 
park itself. Festival Disney is 
due to open a Planet Holly¬ 
wood restaurant later this 
year, along with an eight- 
screen cinema. A new show to 
alternate with the popular 
Buffalo Bill dinner attraction 
is also being considered. This 
year's Disney animated film. 

The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, will also be premiered 
in Paris. 

But while Euro Disney has 
apparently shrugged off its 
early problems, a report into 
European theme parks sug¬ 
gests that many smaller conti¬ 
nental parks suffered last year 
from the impact of the long, 
hot summer. 

William Richards, director 
of the travel consultancy Tour¬ 
ism Research and Marketing 
which has just published its 
sixth annual report on inter¬ 
national theme parks*, says: 
“While the overall number of 
theme park visitors rose in 
Europe last year because of 
the opening of Port Aventura 
in Spain — it attracted some 
2.7 million visitors — the year- 
on-year trading for a number 
of parks, especially in the 
Benelux countries, was down 
because the hot weather kept 
people away." 

Many UK theme and lei¬ 
sure parks reportedly farad 
similar problems, especially 
those based near seaside re¬ 
sorts or with a significant 
number of indoor attractions. 
•International Theme Parks is av¬ 
ailable from IIS. Harrington Rd. 
London SW8 2HB. Price ES5 

Two famous leisure attractions get a change of style 

Activity 
drive by 
Butlin’s 

By Helen Conway 

SIXTY years after opening its 
first holiday camp at 
Skegness. Butfin's is setting its 
sights cm attracting a more up¬ 
market clientele to its centres. 

For this summer, the com¬ 
pany has launched a new 
multiactivity programme call¬ 
ed Leisure Pursuits, which 
plays down the Butlin’s con¬ 
nection for fear it may prove a 
turn-off for some people. 

A brochure has been pro¬ 
duced featuring 12 different 
activities including abseiling, 
canoeing, orienteering and 
windsurfing, as well as more 
unusual activities like dragon 
boating and bovercrafnng. 

Accommodation for foe 
whole programme is based ai 
the five Butfin's holiday 
worlds in the UK: Somerwest 
World in Minehead, Souih- 
coast World in Bognor Regis. 
Starcoast World in Pwllheli, 
Funcoast World in Skegness 
and Wonderwest World on the 
Scottish coast at Ayr. 

However, while the tradi¬ 
tional Butfin’s holiday pro¬ 
gramme encourages holiday¬ 
makers to stay on-site ana 
make foil use of the sub¬ 
tropical waterworks, funfairs 
and other leisure facilities, all 
the activities in Leisure Pur¬ 
suits take place outside. 

Holidaymakers can choose 
use the centre for 
and book the activi- 

_2 age with sdf-caiering 
arrangements. Prices start at 
574 per person for a three- 
night break with self-catering 
acrammodation and £200 per 
person for a week’s holiday, 
including 11 activities. 

Alton Towers will soon have sponsored accommodation 

Sweet-dreams hotel 

just 

A N EW bond at Alton Towers 
will have rooms sponsored by 
chocolate and soft-drink man¬ 
ufacturers, offering unlimited 
supplies of their products. 
Steve Keenan writes. 

Cadbury’s is sponsoring a 
room with a chocolate dis¬ 
penser and doors designed 
like chocolate bars, a TV set 
like a box of Roses and chairs 
replicating melted chocolate. 

Another room is to be 
sponsored by Coca Cola, who 
will also supervise the decor. 
It is the fiist time private firms 
have sponsored rooms in a 
UK hotel, and follows the 
success of the Walt Disney 
Company in separately 
theming its six hotels at 
Disneyland Pans. 

The rooms will cost around 

£200 for a family of six per 
night Tbe other 171 rooms in 
die themed hotel, to open on 
March 16. wifi cost families of 
four £100 a night Each has a 
“secret" drawer for children 
to discover. 

The £20 million hotel wfll 
also have a reception desk 
created from lost luggage and 
an old-fashioned gift shop. A 
plan to indude a resident 
teddy bear in each room was 
shelved because die company 
feared huge losses. . 

Around 17 per cent of visi¬ 
tors to Alton Towers stay 

. overnight It fa also hoping to 
attract themed business con¬ 
ferences. The park had 
180,000 corporate visitors last 
year and will be able to host 
conferences for 180. 

Airlines fight 
daylight Bill 

By Harvey Elliott 

HOLIDAY flight schedules 
could be thrown into chaos if 
Britain adopts "daylight ex¬ 
tra" and moves to a common 
central European time, ac¬ 
cording to charter airlines. 

Despite strong backing 
from most of the British 
tourist industry for a Private 
Member's Bill proposing the 
switch, charter airlines fear 
that it would lead either to a 
sharp increase in night flights 
or to British flights being 
crowded out of holiday air¬ 
ports at peak times. 

Supporters of John Butter- 
fill's British Time (Extra Day¬ 
light) B31, which is scheduled 
for a second reading on Janu¬ 
ary 19, last night briefed MPs 
on potential benefits of an 
additional hour of daylight. 

But airlines fear that not 
enough attention has been 
paid to resolving initial prob¬ 
lems involved in the switch. 
Holidaymakers could face 
higher prices, confusion and 
even wholesale cancellations if 
it goes ahead, they say. 

The problem revolves 
around take-off and landing 
slot times, which are negotiat¬ 
ed internationally in Green¬ 
wich Mean Time. This means 
that a summer charter flight 
which leaves Gatwick. for 
example, at 0700 local time is 
using a slot negotiated for 
0600 GMT. When the extra 
daylight hour is introduced. 
0700 would become 0800 
local. But the slot time would 
remain as 0600 GMT. 

The airline would, there¬ 
fore, have the option of either 
staying with the existing GMT 
slot and making the take off 
time 0800 local or keeping the 
0700 local take off schedule 
and renegotiating the GMT 

slot to 0500. But this would 
bring forward the landing 
time at the destination airport 
by an hour and would create 
problems becasue many air¬ 
ports in the Mediterranean 
are already heavily congested. 

If the airline kept the same 
GMT slot but left an hour 
later in local time, evening 
flights would also be an hour 
later and therefore impinge on 
the night flying curfew times. 

“We would have no option 
but to have more quotas for 
night flights," says Bob 
Paricer-Eaton. deputy manag¬ 
ing director of Britain's big¬ 
gest charter carrier. Britannia. 
“That would either upset the 
noise protesters or mean our 
cancelling our third rotation of 
the day. That would create 
problems which, we calculate, 
would cost Britannia alone 
£20 million a year through 
loss of aircraft utilisation. 

The charter airlines are 
pressing for the date of the 
proposed extra hour — 
planned for October 1997 — to 
be delayed until airlines have 
been able to renegotiate slot 
times. 

Meanwhile the rest of the 
tourism industry remains in 
favour of the changes. 

“Although there might be 
some confusion at first the 
long-term advantages out¬ 
weigh the short-term prob¬ 
lems" says Richard Tobias of 
the British Incoming Tour 
Operators Association. He 
claims an extra hour of day¬ 
light would produce up to a 
billion pounds worth of addi¬ 
tional revenue by allowing 
tourists more, time to visit 
attractions, and that travel 
and communication with the 
rest of Europe would be easier. 

'IT- 

SKI holiday bargains and 
information on fate bookings 
available from more than 20 
tour operators are being col¬ 
lated by Connect France, 
which promises discounts of 
up to 40 per cent and £200 
this month- Details: 0500 
456645. 

-it,1 em hotel and four days < 
hire. Details: 0645 747757. 

Prices include scheduled 
flights and a local excursion. 
Details: 01306 744477. 

□ A WEEK in Majorca for 
£99. leaving Cardiff Airport 
on Monday is available from 
Cosmos. A fortnight costs 
£40 more. Details: 0161-480 
5799. 

□ SAVINGS of £40 to £100 
are available cm holidays in 
Eilat, leaving Heathrow or 
Manchester on January 18 or 
22, with Longwood Holidays. 
Details: 0181-551 4494. 

□ SAVINGS of £100 \ 
person are being offered 
The Imaginative Travel 
for ils ] 9-day frilly-escort 
China tour leaving Peking 
March 10. The alHnclus 
price wifi still be close 
E2.000 per person. Derai 
0J81-742 8612. 

□ MIDDLE EAST city 
breaks are bong offered by 
Kuoni, including Cairo for 
three nights for £385 per 
person and Dubai for £485. 

□ FLORIDA Magic is offer¬ 
ing free child places on some 
holidays until Februajy 4, 
providing each child fa ac¬ 
companied by two adults. 
They will pay from £339 per 
person for return flights, 
three nights at a Best West- 

□ LAS VEGAS can 
reached non-stop fre 
Gatwick from Monday wh 
Unijet launches its inaugu 
service. Combined with i 
new flights are week-lo 
hotel holidays starring fh 
£299 per person. Detai 
01444 459191. 

TWO-FOR-ONE discount 
coupons at rap New York at¬ 
tractions — including the In¬ 
trepid Sea, Air and Space 
Museum — are included in a 
Best of New York package at 
the 1.400-room Grand Hyatt 
hotel near Grand Central 
station. Two people sharing 
a double room and staying at 
feast two nights will pay $199 
a night The package in¬ 
dudes a champagne Sunday 
brunch. Details: 0345 581666. 

featuring favourite love 
songs. Details: 0345 5S1595. 

□ EVEN though St Valen¬ 
tine’s Day is midweek this 
year, Hilton National is offer¬ 
ing “treat the one you love" 
weekend breaks immediately 
before and after February 14 
at 25 of its UK 
hotels. Rates start at £59.50 a 
person a night and include 
champagne and a rose on 
arrival, dinner and a CD 

□ TRAVEL INN, the budget 
hotel chain owned by Whit¬ 
bread, yesterday opened its 
100th UK hotel on the water¬ 
front at Salford Quays. Man¬ 
chester. The 52-room hotel 
has a fixed rate of E3550 a 
room a night Next door is a 
Beefeater restaurant and 
pub. Details: 01582414341. 

$75 (about £50) a night ur 
April 15. then drop to S5C 
night until December. I 
tails: 0800 614 790. 

□ CHILDREN under 13 c 
now stay and eat free at i 
65-strong Forw Posihoi 
chain when accompany! 
their parents on Leisi 
Breaks packages. Childr 
can either eat from a spec 
menu or have half porrio 
from the main menu. Detai 
0345 404040. 

□ JAKE'S HOTEL on Ja¬ 
maica's south coast has been 
voted the “best hotel under 
£100 a night" in the 1996 
Taller Cunard travel guide 
awards. Room rates at the 
hotel, part of the Island 
Outpost group of Caribbean 
and Florida hotels, start at 

□ ONLY one in every tin 
hotels now offers guests 
“turn-down" service (tumi 
back the bed covers), i 
cording to a survey 
Horwath UK. a hotel cons 
fancy. But more than half t 
hotels surveyed provid 
non-smoking rooms. H< 
warth: 0171-353 5380. 

AUSTRAVEL is offering 
flights to Perth for £449 
return from Manchester on 
January 18 and Gatwick on 
January 25. Details: 0171-734 
7755. 
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□ TRAVEL Warehouse is 
offering a return to Tokyo for 
£588 until the end of Febru¬ 
ary. Flights are with Air 
France with connections 
from Heathrow, Birming¬ 
ham. Edinburgh and Man¬ 
chester. Details: 0171-414 

Air from next Thursday until 
the end of February will be 
upgraded at no extra cost 
Details: 0171-408 1717. 

hagen, Florence, Hambui 
Madrid. Munich and Zuric 
Details: 0345 666777. 

□ UNITED's “Fare of the 
Year" promotion provides a 
return business class flight 
from London to New York or 
Washington for £1,996. a 
saving of E350. Details: 0181- 
990 9900. 

□ EXECUTIVE Club mei 
bers flying British Airways 
Milan from Londo 
Birmingham. Glasgow 
Manchester earn double A 
Miles on business da 
flights taken before the end 
February. Details: 09* 
322322. 

□ PASSENGERS booking 
full-fare economy and busi- 
ness-dass tickets with Gulf 

□ AIR UK has extended the 
validity of its £299 three-day 
and £249 day return tickets 
between Siansted and Copen- 

□ MANX Airlines ft 
launched a Club Sovereij 
frequent flyer scheme. Ben 
fits include free flights m 
airport lounge access. D 
tails: 0345 256256. 

NEWCOMER Sea France, 
has a “Discovery" tariff, until 
March 31. of £90 return 
Dover-Calais for a car and 
two passengers. The fare 
includes a £45 voucher to¬ 
wards another crossing this 
year. Details. 01304 204204. 

□ P&O EUROPEAN Femes 
has a 24-hour overnight re¬ 
turn, Dover-Calais. at ESS per 
car with up to nine passen¬ 
gers. Sunday to Thursday 
until March 31 (£10 supple¬ 
ment Friday and Saturday). 
It also has a tum-up-and-go 
daytrip offer on the same 
route until February 15. cost¬ 
ing at £10 a car with up to five 
passengers. Saturdays £10 
extra. Details: 0990 980980. 

□ HOVERSPEED has a 
standby fare, until January 
31. on its Dover-Calais 
Sea Cat service of £10 a car 
and £1 each passenger. Foot 
passengers £2, daytrippers 
£]. Details: 01304 240241. 

□ SALLY Ferries is quoting 
a Winter Saver fare of £50. 
until March 31, for a five-day 
return for a car and up to five 
passengers (£99 standard re¬ 
turn) on its Ramsgate routes 
to Dunkirk and Ostend. 
Details: 01843 595566. 

gate routes at £10 per car pli 
five people. £39 for five daj 
Hoverspeed five-day retu 
at £59 for car phis fi 
passengers (£85 standard i 
turn). Both sets of fares val 
until March 31. Stena line i 
routes to Calais. Diepp; ai 
Cherbourg sell for £39 (thre 
day return). £49 (five da) 
and £69 standard, all for c 
plus five. Bookings by Febr 
aiy 15 for travel by April 
Details: 0181 3428979. 

□ EURODRIVE quotes day- 
trips on Sally Ferries' Rams- 

□ SCAN DAN AVIAN Se 
ways is offering 50 per ce 
off fares from Harwich 
either Hamburg, Esbjerg 
Gothenburg on selecti 
dates until March 15. Detai 
0990 333000. 

THE TIMES 
TRAVEL OFFER 

Toronto & Niagara Fall? 
5 NIGHTS FROM JUST £399 

Departures in April & October 1996 
Journey to the Canadian province of 

Ontario to experience one of the world s 
great natural wonders. The holiday begins 
with a three night stay in Toronto, on the 
shores of Lake Ontario. You can discover its 
many attractions including the soaring 
CN Tower, the Eaton Centre boasting over 
300 retailers and the harbour with its 
waterside shops and restaurants. From there 
you travel 10 Niagara Falls for your final 
night’s stay where you will be able to 
witness the majesty of the cascading waters. 

Optional excursions include a city tour 
and evening harbour cruise in Toronto and a 
helicopter ride in Niagara offering a unique 
and spectacular view of the Falls. 

THE HOLIDAY PRICE INCLUDES 
• Scheduled flights between London Heathrow 

and Toronto. 
• FREE coach travel to the airport from 

selected pick-up points. 
• Three nights accommodation in Toronto in a 

good quality city centre hold. 
• One night's accommodation in Niagara in a 

good quality hotel overlooking the Falls. 
• All transfers in Canada. 
• Services of a tour manager. 

Send for your brochure today by tclcphonin 
Festive Holidays on 

0990 55 33 55 
or return the coupon below 10: 

The Times Toronto & Niagara 
Falls Offer, 

Festive Holidays Limited. Acorn Hons 
Great Oaks, Basildon, Essex, SSI41A 

This holiday is operated by Feslivc Holidays, 
a company independent of Times Newspapers Lv 

ABTA VfOfi.V ATOL 2172 

j Toronto & Niagara Falls Offe 
l Please (onward me an mnerauy and a booking form 

Name (Mr/Mis/MesMs), 

I Address-...... 
I 

PostCode: ...... 

□ H you do not writ to rank* farther information frem 
-ftmm Nnsniin or eonpoiiM apedaby Mtactad 

by us, please tick the box. nM/TOf 

-^ 
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Smith may be promoted to opener 

Stewart threatened 
by England’s 

search for order 
From Simon Wilde in Bloemfontein 

ENGLAND’S cricketers arri¬ 
ved here yesterday with their 
morale as low as it has been 
since the)' began their tour of 
South Africa 12 weeks ago 
after their capitulation in the 
first nnc-day international on 
Tuesday nighL 

The only relief for the tour 
management is that the team 
has bidden farewell to Cape 
Town, where it lost three 
matches that appeared to be in 
the bag and. in the"frank 
assessment of Raymond 
Illingworth. the manager, yes¬ 
terday. the players lost focus 
and commitment because of 
the presence of their families. 

England postponed until 
this morning announcing 
their team for the second in the 
series of seven one-day inter¬ 
nationals here this afternoon, 
hut changes are almost cer¬ 
tain. possibly radical ones. 
Fielding a team packed with 
limited-overs factotums, as 
England did on Tuesday, is 
sound enough in theory, but if. 
in practice, they fail under 
pressure, it is dangerously 
flawed. 

After just one match. Eng¬ 
land are seriously considering 
abandoning this strategy and 
again altering the balance of 
their side. There appear to be 
two alternatives open to them. 
One is to bring in a sixth 
batsman, perhaps Ramp- 
rakash, at the expense of an 
all-rounder, possibly White 
rather than Reeve, whose lack 
of match practice is likely to 
act in his defence. The other is 
more dramatic to bring in 
Robin Smith as an opener, 
play Russell as wicketkeeper 
and to drop Stewart. 

Stewart has been an inte¬ 
gral member of England’s 
one-day side for several years, 
but. recently, his technique 
has looked increasingly un¬ 
convincing in all international 
matches. Smith, though not 
the best of fielders, has an 

outstanding one-day record, 
with as many hundreds for 
England to his credit as the 
rest of the party combined. 

The manager's assessment 
of the defeat on Tuesday was 
damning. "We made mistakes 
that you do not expect profes¬ 
sionals to make." he said. 
"WeYe got to get back our 
discipline. There have been a 
lot of distractions. A lot of 
people hare been around and 
it’s been very bitty. 

“I would agree that the 
players have not been as 

Reeve: lack of practice 

focused in the last week or so 
as in the first part of the tour. 
It is difficult when families 
and friends are here. It is a 
contentious issue and I do not 
know what the answer is. 
Perhaps they should come out 
earlier, at a quieter period of 
the tour." The mood of Mich¬ 
ael Atherton, the captain, was 
no less sombre. "We did pretty 
well to lose," he said. 

"I thought it was a game we 
should have won. but we gave 
away 17 extras and dropped 
Pbllock with a fairly easy 
chance. We would hare settled 
for chasing 212. but it should 
have been" 180." From 155 for 
three. England collapsed to 
205 all out to lose by six runs. 

Hansie Cronje. the South 
Africa captain, confirmed that 
his side had been in an almost 
hopeless position. "It was a 
case of they lost it rather than 
we won it." he said. "At the 
second drinks break {taken 
shortly before England's col¬ 
lapse], we had a very, very 
slim chance to win and 
thought we would just wait, be 
calm and see what happened. 
Shaun Pollock and Allan Don¬ 
ald came back and were very 
positive." 

In the closing stages, the 
contrast could not have been 
more stark. South Africa 
bowled and fielded dgerishJy 
and held on to every chance: 
the England lower order froze 
from the moment Fairbrother 
drove loosely into the hands of 
mid-on. “There are a lot of 
areas to tighten up," Atherton 
said. "We need to find our best 
combination. We need some 
cool heads under pressure." 

Although Richard 
Illingworth, their first-choice 
slow bowler, is not quite 
recovered from his strained 
side. England remain keen to 
field one specialist spinner in 
each match, even though Ath¬ 
erton gave Neil Smith only 
two overs in Cape Town. 

One thing, at least about 
the match on Tuesday cheered 
Atherton — the profligacy of 
the early South Africa bats¬ 
men, who threw away wickets 
like confetti. "If South Africa 
continue to play like that, I will 
be surprised if we do not beat 
them.” he said. Unfortunately 
for the England captain, rare¬ 
ly have the past few weeks 
been surprise-free. 
□ The stadium in the Indian 
city of Nagpur, near Bombay, 
where a wait collapsed killing 
ten spectators during an inter¬ 
national match in November, 
was yesterday confirmed as 
the venue for the Australia- 
Zimbabwe match in the World 
Cup on March 1. 

She may have been away from the game 
since September, but the grimaces and 
fiercely-driven, double-handed shots were 
as familiar as ever when Monica Seles 
returned to Tournament tennis yesterday. 
Despite a brief attack of nerves, the world's 
joint-No 1. whose last match was in losing to 
Steffi Graf in the final of the US Open, was 
quickly into her stride, dismissing Domi¬ 
nique Monami. of Belgium. 6-1. 6-2 in 55 
one-sided minutes in the second round of the 
Peters International event in Sydney. How¬ 
ever. although Seles was the main attraction 
at the White City courts. Greg Rusedski, of 

Great Britain, was the day's outstanding 
performer. The Canadian-born British No 1, 
who beat Richard Krajicek, of Holland, the 
No 2 seed, on Tuesday, thrashed Carsten 
Arriens, of Germany. WX 6-0 in a little Jess 
than 29 minutes in his second-round match, 
serving ten aces and dropping just six points 
in each set It is believed to be the fastest win 
at the tournament in the modem era. Tim 
Henman. Britain's other representative, will 
not be joining Rusedski in the quarter¬ 
finals. Henman lost 3-6. 6-3. 6-3 to Mark 
Woodforde, of Australia, the experienced 
left-hander. 

Ruling on 
Modahl 
case is - 

imminent 
By John Goodbody 

DIANE MODAHL has 
cleared another hurdle in the 
battie to prove her innocence 
on drug-taking charges. 
Sources at die International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
said yesterday that there had 
been a ‘‘misunderstanding" 
and that the 1990 Common¬ 
wealth 800 metres champion 
was eligible to run anywhere 
in the world until an arbitra¬ 
tion panel settled the dispute. 

That settlement could come 
within the next two weeks. 
Vicente Modahl, the athlete’s 
husband, said. “This is great 
news, but why do they not just 
admit they cannot prove a case 
against her?" he asked. 

It was previously thought 
thar Modahl could run in 
British domestic meetings but 
not internationally until the 
arbitration panel reached a 
verdict. Tony Ward, the Brit¬ 
ish Athletic Federation (BAF) 
spokesman, said: "We area bit 
surprised it has come out like 
this, but we are nevertheless 
delighted for Diane." 

Modahl has been battling to 
prove her innocence since she 
was sent bade from the Com¬ 
monwealth Games in August 
1994 after a urine sample 
taken at a meeting in Lisbon 
two months earlier produced 
an unacceptably high testos- 
terane-epitestosterone ratio: A 
BAJF disciplinary committee 
concluded that Modahl must 
have taken the male hormone, 
testosterone, which helps com¬ 
petitors to recover quickly. 

However, last July, a BAF 
appeal panel upheld her claim 
that her urine -sample had not 
been refrigerated for about 40 
hours before being transferred 
to the Portuguese laboratory 
for analysis and that the 
contamination may have giv¬ 
en rise to a false result Two 
scientists confirmed this 
possibility. 

The IAAF has described this 
view as "a remote theory” and 
asked for the case to be heard 
fay an arbitration panel, due to 
convene in Monte Carlo in the 
near fixture. Its derision will 
finally determine whether 
Modahl. 29. should face a 
four-year ban from the spent. 
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njoy a free day at a health clu 
An introduction to a health 

dub is an ideal way to 
start a fitter lifestyle, and 

The Times invires readers to 
spend a free day at one of the 
health clubs listed, right. 

As our guest you will be given 
a free fitness assessment, free 
use of most facilities at the 
participating club, such as its 
swimming pool, sauna, steam 
room, aerobics classes or gym. 

All you have to do is collect 
four of the six tokens appearing 
in The Times this week and 
present the voucher below. 

Take up our offer of a free 
workout at a participating club, 
and you will be entered into a 
draw to receive a free one-vear 
membership to the dub of your 
choice. A total of E80.000 worth of 
free memberships is available 

You will also be given a 
Nautilus Activity Assessment 
Wheel, left, to help you establish 
how active you are and whether 
your activity is contributing to 
your good health. The Wheel then 
gives you general advice on how 
to increase your level of activity. 

You can buy the Nautilus 
Wheel by sending a cheque or PO 
for £1.95. payable to: SPS 
Marketing, at Fewhurst Cottage. 
Coneyhurst Rd. Billingshum. 
West Sussex RH24 9DF. 

THE TIMES HEALTH CLUB OFFER 

Mr/Mrs/Other 

First Name/sj 

Postcode. 

Homophone ...... 

Trfe form, when tour drfferent Times tokens are attached, entitfes the bearer 
to free admittance to one ef the health dubs featured in The Times promo- 
ton.. Tho Torm abo entitles the bearer to be entered into a pres draw wnh 
the chance to wm a year's tree membership at the health dub visited. The 
Offer is valid urtin' February 29.1996. 
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FREE HEALTH 
CLUB VISIT 
TOKEN 4 

AFFIX TOKEN HERE 

AFFIX TOKEN HERE AFFIX TOKEN HERE 

SCOTLAND 
GLASGOW. UvingWell at Hilton. 
William Street G3. 0141 204 5512; 
UvingWell HC, St Vincent Street, 
G2. 0141 2489788 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
BELFAST, City Gym.Wellington 
Place, 01232 327231 

NORTH EAST 
GARFORTH, UvingWell at Hilton. 
Garforth, Leeds 0113 2876444 
GRIMSBY. MifffiekJs Health Club. 
Bargate. 01472 356068 HULL. The 
Metropolitan Club, Kingston Part*. 
01482 321191 LEEDS, UvrngWeS 
at Hilton. Neville Street, 0113 
2445443 NEWCASTLE, Waves 
HC. Quayside. 0191 222 0333; 
UvmgWeH HC.CartioJ Square. 0191 
2302717 

NORTH WEST 
MANCHESTER. UvingWell HC. 
Quay Street. M3. 0161 839 0606; 
Copthorne Hotel, Salford Ouarys, 
0161 8737321 

MIDLANDS 
BIRMINGHAM. UvingWell HC. 
Prior/ Queensway, 84. 0121 236 
7789: Hattons HC. Paradise 
Circus, 0121 200 2727; David 
Lloyd. Shady Lane, 0121 325 0700 
BURTON ON TRENT, Moseley 
Fitness Centre. Moseley Street, 
01283 533600 COVENTRY, 
Living Well at Hilton, Wafsqrave 
Triangle. 01203 841019 DUDLEY. 
Crystals HC. Srierley Hili. 01334 
482882 LOCX1NGTON, UvingWell 
at Hilton. Derby Rd. 01509 £74 166 
MILTON KEYNES, UvingWell HC. 
Avebury 8odevard. 01908 663286; 
UvmgWefl at Hilton. Timbold Drive, 
01908 240422 WARWICK. 
UvingWell at Hilton. Junction 15 
M4C. 01926493700 

WALES 
CARDIFF, David Uoyd. Ipswich 

Road, 01222 460046; Waves HC. 
Copthorne Way, 01222 599100; 
The Metropolitan Club, Ocean 
Way. 01222 456000 

GREATER LONDON 
PORTLAND PLACE, UvingWeil at 
Hilton, London Wl. 0171 636 1000 

WESTMINSTER, LivingWeH Health 
Club, Mffi>ank. London SW1.0171 
233 3579 PARK LANE, UvingWell 
HC. London Wl, 0171 629 6974 
BLOOMSBURY, Meckfenburgh 
KC. London WC1, 0171 813 0555 
ISLE OF DOGS, Arena Racquet & 
Sports Club. London E14, 0171 
515 8940 CITY OF LONDON, 
Espree HC.Royal Mint Court, EC3, 
0171 488 1222: Espree HC. Tudor 
Street. EC4, 0171 867 1222; 
Broad gate Club. Exchange Place. 
0171 375 2464 BLOOMSBURY, 
Physiaue. Judd Street, London 
WC1. C171 837 8880 TUFNELL 
PARK, Maximum Fitness. Fort ess 

Road. London NW5. 0171 4Q2 
3341 BARBICAN, Holmes Place, 
London EC1, 0171 374 0091 
BATTERSEA. The Metropolitan 
Club. Shaepcote Lane. SW11, 
0171 228 4400 CHELSEA, Holmes 
Place, London SW10. 0171 352 
9452 WEST END, The 
Metropolitan Club, Kingly Street, 
Wl. 0171 734 5002 OXFORD 
STREET, Holmes Place. London 
Wl. 0171 436 0500 FULHAM. The 
Metropolitan Club, North End 

Road. SWS. 0171 610 1410 

EALING, Holmes Place. London 
W5. 0171 579 9433 UUSWELL 
HILL Laboratory Spa and HC. The 
Avenue. London N10. 0181 482 
3000 HOUNSLOW, David Uoyd 
HC. Southall Lane. 0181 573 9378 
ENFIELD, David Lloyd HC, 
Caterhateh Lane, 0181 364 5858 
CROYDON, The Surrey Club. 
Hannibal Way. 0181 681 1331; 
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UvingWell at Hilton, Purtey Way 
0181 667 4444 KINGSTON, 
Holmes Place, Wood St, Surrey, 
0181 549 7700 WANDSWORTH, 
The Metropolitan Club, Burr Road, 
SW18, 0181 874 1155 ESTERN 
AVENUE, Dragons, Row dell Rd, 
0181 841 5611 EWELL, Dragons, 
Huxley Lane, Surrey. 0181 393 
6011 RICHMOND, Pinnacle. Kew 
Foot Rd. 0181 332 7185 
NORBURY, Pinnacle. London 
Road. 0181 679 2226 SUTTON ft 
CHEAM, Pinnacle, Gander Green 
Lane, 0181 661 9862 WEMBLEY, 
UvingWell at H3ton. Empire Way, 
0181 795 4118 TWICKENHAM. 
The Metropolitan Club Craneford 
Way, 0181 892 2251 

SOUTHEAST 
CATYflCK, UvingWell at Hilton. 
Gatwick Airport, 01293 527261 
WATFORD, UvingWell at Hilton. 
Eltham Way, 01923 210247 
READING, David Uoyd. Thames 
Valley Park Drive 01734 662904 
EASTBOURNE, David Lloyd. 
Broadwater Way. 01323 509963 
WEST BYFLEET. Pinnacle. Pyrtord 
Road. 01932 351835 ST ALBANS, 
Pirmade, CeH Barnes Lane, 01727 
869081 WINDSOR, Pinnacle. 
Hetston Lane, 01753 832935 
HOVE, Dragons, St Hellers Ave. 
01273 724211 GUILDFORD, 
Dragons. Epsom Road. 01483 
458811 WOKING. Chris Lane 
Tennis & Country Club. Westfield 
Ave. 01483 722113 CRAWLEY, 

Copthorne The Club. Copthorne 
Road. 01342 715022 Crawley. 
PJ's,Copthorne, 01342 714994 
SLOUGH, Waves. Cippenham 

Lane. 017S3 516222 

SOUTH WEST 
CH1LWORTH, UvingWell at Hilton. 
Bracken Place. SOUTHAMPTON, 
01703 766926 SWINDON, 
UvingWell at Hilton. Great Western 

Way, 01793 410937 

BOURNEMOUTH, David Lloyd. 
Knole Road. 01202 394333 
RINGWOOD, David Lloyd, 
Christchurch Road, 01425 470101 
PLYMOUTH, Plymsoles, Armada 
Way. 01752 224161 
PORTSMOUTH. The Metropolitan 
Club. Alexandra Park, 01705 
664748 

THE SCfENCE OF AGELESS AGEING; SEE PAGES 14 AND 15 

No pain no gain: benefit from a work-out with hi-tech fitness equipment 

1. Collect four of the six tokens appearing in The Times until Saturday 
January 13 and attach them to the voucher, left 

2. To book your day of health and fitness, telephone the chib of your 
choice from those feted, quoting this offer. Your visit must be 
arranged in advance by telephone. 

3. The voucher is only valid for one visit to one club and entitles you to 
a gift of a free Nautilus Activity Assessment Wheel 

4. The voucher must be presented to the dub when you vtsft. The 
bearer wffl be entitled to use the club's facilities for the day free. 
& The offer is vaRd unfit February 29.1996. 

6. The voucher also entities the bearer to be entered into a free prize 
draw, wfththe chance to win a year's free membership of that dub. . 

7. The offer fe subject to euaftab&y at the time of adtsance booking. 

B. This Offer cannot be used to oergunction with any other offer. 

9. There maybe additional charges if you wish to book, beauty 
treatments, ft is advisable to confirm what faeffittos are inducted m the 
offers! the time ol booting. 
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Minton’s acumen endears him to Millions 
They may not know him 

£ "ame- 

B-,-f^ssr.= 
Ym. he 'VPnmg horse, 
nriri <?n see radiating 

a hundred pacS 
Indeed, you can reSnise 

Minton's frame from^RS 
^nher afield. He 
rare exception among a fn*- 
terrnty that habitually walks 

UainS^H^ P“*- U most 
tramers carry as Utile spare 
S21 ^,their char8es* Minton 
resembles the horse returning 
rTOm a prolonged period at 
grass. 

Bui that, in essence, is the 
fnan himself. In every way he 
^,iar^lhan life, a fa« to 

u ?}e many contented 
shareholders in his Million In 
Mind syndicates will testify. 

Those shareholders have 
been infected by their leader's 
unbridled passion for Nat¬ 
ional Hunt racing. It greatly 
helps if a horse like Mysilv 
races in the syndicate's col¬ 
ours, but in the sometimes 
murky world of multiple own¬ 
ership, many of Minion’s 
accolytes have become annual 
investors on the pleasure 
principle alone. 

The Million partnerships 
have grown in numbers every 
year since their inception five 
years ago. A syndicate initial- 

Julian Muscat on a larger than 

life character with the knack of 

finding winners for syndicates 

ly geared for Flat racing 
quickly orientated towards 
jumpers — and a flurry of 
notable achievements. 

That was to be expected 
given Minton’s prowess at 
plucking Triumph Hurdle 
winners largely from Flat 
racing's wastelands. Con¬ 
naught Ranger. Saxon Farm. 
First Bout. Alone Success. 
Kribensis. and Mysilv were 
all his purchases and hopes 
are high that Our Kris, a 
20,000 guineas recruit, can 
hoist the MilHon pennant 
come Cheltenham in March. 

Although the horse recently 
lost his unbeaten record in 
San down's gluepot condi¬ 
tions, bookmakers still rate 
him Britain’s best prospect 
against the inevitable on¬ 
slaught from Ireland. 

"I am greatly helped in 
buying horses off the Flat by 
my assistant, Anthony 
Bromfley," Minton said of his 
penchant for- the Triumph 
Hurdle. “He follows the form 
very closely while I will look 
at the horse's pedigree, which 
is important, and then, assess 
it as an individual. 1 very 
rarely buy American-breds; 
they cant adapt to hurdles at 
all. And we always try to buy 
privately rather than at the 
sales, where horses can get 

very expensive.” Minton 
added. 

A prerequisite in any Min¬ 
ton purchase is that it must 
extend itself at the walk. 
“Remittance Man. Travado 
and Barton Bank are three of 
my best store purchases.” he 
said. “If you want to be critical 
you could say they were a bit 
narrow and light in their 
frames. They never were the 
most prepossessing individ¬ 
uals but one thing they could 

all do is walk. They were all 
tremendous athletes.” Minion’s eye for a 

prospective jumper 
was among the as¬ 

sets inherited by the British 
Bloodstock Agency (BBA) 
when he merged his business 
with the larger firm nine 
months ago. With Minton 
nowon the board of directors, 
the BBA, a publicly-quoted 
company, has far greater 
ambitions in the National 
Hunt arena. 

He will consequently be 
filling larger orders at sales of 
young jumpers. Then there's 
the Forrune in Mind syndi¬ 
cate, a BBA-inspired, Minton- 
driven venture aimed at 
duplicating Million's jump¬ 
ing successes onthe Flat This 
premium on Minton’s time 

win do nothing for what he 
describes as “my dream life of 
training a handful of young 
jumpers somewhere out in 
the country." 

Given his National Hunt 
bias, recent converts to the 
sport might find it hard to 
believe Minion was among 
the Flat's big-spending blood¬ 
stock agents as recently as five 
yearn ago. He was up there 
trading seven-figure wds with 
the sheikhs over the choicest 
yearlings in his capacity as 
manager for the Thompsons’^ 
Cheveley Park Stud. 

Occasionally he would even 
act for Sheikh Mohammed 
through his friendship with 
Anthony Stroud, the sheikh's 
racing manager and former 
colleague at the Curragh 
Bloodstock Agency’. Yet he 
maintains he is now happier 
than ever, buying regularly 
for Nicky Henderson. David 
Nicholson, Henrietta Knight 
and Micky Hammond in the 
less ratified atmosphere of 
store auctions. 

In that sense Minton is only 
playing true to type. The first 
deal he ever struck, some 25 
years ago. was over Comedy 
Of Errors, a jumping stalwart 
who was deprived of a Cham¬ 
pion Huidle treble by 
Lanzarote. As a grandson of 
Bob Bebb, the Shropshire 
farmer who bred Pendil, it 
would have amounted to a 
betrayal of catastrophic pro¬ 
portions had Minton deserted 
his roots by concentrating his 
energies on the Fat 

TOMYEDENDEN 

Minton, a National Hunt stalwart has purchased six subsequent Triumph Hurdle winners 

ROA takes 
dim view 

of spoiling 
tactics 

THE conflict of interest be¬ 
tween race sponsors and own¬ 
ers displaying commercial 
sponsorship on their silks 
escalated yesterday when the 
Racehorse OwnerV Associ¬ 
ation (ROA) said h would be 
advising its members not to 
tolerate the spoiling tactics 
adopted by George Ward, the 
chairman of Tripleprint in 
the wake of One Man's King 
George VI Chase victory at 
Sandown on Saturday (Julian 

Muscat writes). 
John Paxman, director-gen¬ 

eral of the ROA, said yester¬ 
day: “Owners employ jockeys 
to wear their silks and we 
maintain it is wrong for those 
silks to be interfered with." 
Paxman will also be raising 
the matter with the British 
Horseracing Board and race¬ 
course officials next week. 

Ward arranged for a sash to 
be worn by the winning 
jockey. Richard Dunwoody. 
which obscured the logo on 
his silks, giving Tripleprint 
exclusive television exposure. 

Owners and breeders were 
granted VAT concessions 
amounting to £20 million in 
exchange for their commit¬ 
ment to attracting sponsor¬ 
ship. Some E2.7 million has 
been generated since the 
scheme was launched 17 
months ago, but the conces¬ 
sion is up for review by 
Customs & Excise any time 
from March. 

THUNDERER 
12.40 Tggins 2. id Viking Flagship 

1.10 Wdd West Wind jj-j9 H®*1 
3.10 Rectory Garden 

1.40 Lucayan Cay 3.40 Halle Daring 

The Times Private Handicapper's top rating: 3.40 HAILE DERRING. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (SOFT IN PLACES) SIS 

12.40 SPET1SBURY NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 
(Dm I £2,758.2m] (18 runners) 
:gi 
■’>: 
ICS 
IM 

121 
\T 
•3S 
iM 
!'£i 
111 
•13 
"3 

■15 
m 
nr 
!!4 

S 37 m,S) Iftn-mri Patneaj J GIM 6-11-11..PHUa B3 
1 LUCKY HXffi 35 (G) (1 Shari? HAte 5-11-11_C Maude 95 

222- BfllDD0LMN 287(5 Moo) TFMa 6-114___RFuntf §) 
&W BURLHGT0H SAM 58 ID Barons) D Barons 8-11-5.-.-.- R Green: - 

6 CARDINAL FU£ 37 (P Burdi) J Edmds 7-11-5_ R Outworn* - 
3-i CHtt-Y030fflVkw)JM&-l1-0...._. .r&atfiam - 

5K9Y COUNTRY CONCORDE 638 (B Cote) C Jmes 6-11-5_GUeComt - 
20 GOME FOB LUNCH 57 (tftMv Partners) Mss H KnlgW 5-11-5.. G F Ryan - 
54 HOODED HAWK 59 (C rtamw) N hanferar 5-11-5_M ARqprrt 86 
2\ METIER MDfiOSF 21 fS)/Mb JUojWJ P-11-5-C Unworn - 

HH KERIIT 43 (D Btignon! A J Wteoo 5-11-5-LHanay 94 
1/DO- NBIAAL 420 (E) (C Huoplay) 6 flamer 5-11-5.. CbmHonor - 

4 WHO AM 135 (J Budqr) R Atoer 6-M-5___ MrJ*K**iyf5) 84 
21764 WBZD 27 ff) (H Weals) B Prilng 6-11-5____ BPnwdi 77 
204- CHAMMGam.Z7S(CCoon)DStaWHi5-11-0__ .1 Osborns - 
364) HALDNA 57 (W-. 7 CbfV} S CttKt*, 6-11-0 G Upton - 

LADYN0S0 (MnSkkigj Ure J Rflian 5-n-O_WMaftHl 
0 VITAL DFCSON 28 (0 CPU) N Lmpard 7-1)4)-- . - _ MrLtotorp) 

BETTING: 114 lucky Eddte. 3-1 T«pns. 9-2 Metre Manse. Bold Dolphin. 8-1 CM-Vb. HM Hooded Hawk. 
UC| ked 12-1 cfterc 

1995: GONDUERMS LEADER 6-11-0 M A Rmerffl (9-4 tel N Hmtewi 20 m 

FORM FOCUS 

IGGWS Heal Watii Mil Kina 19-rum noite 
r.unUs ai Hunttxpton (2m 11 Oyd, good lo a*). 
LUCKY EX* tul Gamin HM In a 14-runo 
totia hurtle a lanital (2m II. good). BOLD 
D0LP1WI 3V?l 2nd ol 33 to KUtaie AMjol n i 
rtcjiw nunfle a Chepstow (2m 110yd. good lo 
»Ti CHAJ-Y0 7? 2nd ol 10 lo Olwraw ft « 
Matronal HatfFM tax a Fotetone (2m II 110yd. 
garti HOOOffl HAWK 4541 41h ol 14 B La 
Uragrguiia ai a none* ludto a Laceto (in. 

rid) MSTHIM0R05E bod SuHwland Moss 41 
■ IT-rum nudai Nataal Had Fla nu a 

Ltajfefd On iiOpt hewyj. 
MhKBWT 512nd ol IE (d Buttercup Joe a a 
amice lude a Hertford pm 31110yd. good lo 
soft) CHARMMG 0RL about 6VS1 4lh at 14 to 
COnto Cjvaber In pat* 3 AtarW CtocM) ftd- 
umal HuntBdnca a Awroe (2m 110yd. good lo 
Urn). 
SehdkK TSGWS 

10 

79 

. _ SPET1S8URY NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 
»• £2.758: 2m) (18 mraws) 

D- BRQ0IWJ. BOY 287 (5 Haadoct) Us J Ptam 7-11-5- W MasBq - 
25 CONNAUGHT CRAQ® 38 (Bfj (ComaqH Snip Ltd) P HtWa 8-11-5 G McCout - 

DAWN WVADBI IP Cm) D Cam 5-U-5, .. ---■ - 
00241 KOBE YOURSELF SB (D Witoy T Thraoo Jn» 6-11-5... . D Map* 

20 GENERAL JACKIE 41 (Meted Jackson BfoottJocX) J Mod 5-11-5 .. Pitt 
HOLD THE FORT IK 54hi) A Dm 5-11-5._ . .. --C Maude - 
LAURENT) TREASlfflE (Mn 5 WWans) Mn 5 GHtas 5-11-5—. B Pwrt - 
UACNAUAHA (J Hcfeii) S Woodman 6-11-5- K Bade (3) - 

63 pwwmou RJWY 21 (Mn E Hwod] G BMSng 5-11-5 AMUr - 
oar 5HVER SUMAL 818 (M Panoy) H 0iw7-11-5_-- - 
50- SUPRBS FLAME 293 (H Cote) C Poptem 6-1V5... T tacambe © - 

G TW GAPTAPTS WBH 43 (Mss A Umfi 0 NWtetai 5-11-5- R tenwoO(^ - 
4'4 TREMBLE 28 (Nh £ fWwlsI M Harnkwar 7-I1-S--■■ M A FcqxM - 

4210-24 WLD WEST DHffl 26 (S) (tort Vaster) H Hdgll 6-11-5 jJY^y fjg 
COCO P0WT IMS 5 Morton) S Shawod 6-11-0.-G UhM - 

0 FRANK 8WH 34 (F Jarrey) G Ttama 5-11-0---L Haray - 
0 u»« H)XY 50 ff lyhr) B Fred 6-n-u—-:-- J ™ “ 

13 kWOLDCWA 64 (Ms G Fosta) A Foster 7-11-0-C UaonGyn - 

M& 5-2 Wild Wesl WM. 4-1 Tranate. 5-1 Coco PoW. 7-1 CowujN Cncteir. 8-1 feneta J***. 10-1 
toaa-.'i Wch. 12-1 Pha From Fosgr. 14-1 odm 

1935: MD CORRHPONDWG DMSKM 

FORM FOCUS 

lUSHT CRACKER W tod allBia C^e 
in teftonal Hirt F« race alNwtamol 

good u sott) penftimate Sat GBOW- 
L101 2nd ol 3 to Tim m dwm huffljd 
rian 12m 1IIM. pood to 8m). PHAR 
FUNNY 13 Wd 17 to 
H^onal Wad Fhl oce a Uignero pm 

heavy). TW CAPTAJTS WSJjfn* 4W 
i7 ta Badge s Lane In a Nteimal Had FM 

ass 3» HentanS (2m If. pood to scGL TREMBLE 
2d 4ft ol 18 ta Boss's Bank in m Rat race a 
Twees* pm. soil) w*h PHAR {ROM FUNNY 
dud a Oh. VWLD VffiST wmd 9 2nd m 3 to La 
Momd io novice Nwfle N HmtoQf Pm 110yd, 
good to Brad peralUnde sfert. MY OLD CHHAII 
aid hoa) io 0! 18 to Hade Prince In l« Fb race 
a Wtucesta Cm. and lo ftm) 
Sdecfion: WLD WKT WM) 

IQ WEATlffiBYS LEASING DUKCTORY CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
KCAP HURDLE (£2.688: 2m) (19 rums) 

n j 9-10-10 S Fyam (3) 

CAY 50 {BF) IrtW^and Lee) tes J f 

m 
-IMGitem 99 
SOftteWcM 96 
_ Bhtai 88 

500313 HQ-JPf 27 (D.1 
22260R LAVmSW00D.J 

0411-24 GRE3TS 

4UW02 MU5TAHL31 (B/i BgB> lilB 

616-345 0UWTA ROYALE 38 (Ofl) fl. Snotoj j. an» J-104)—-- 

^temTifiSN'^rair g'f'rS; - 

Jan luyHBX) PARK 222PJ0 (totah 8wafl) C Damn S 
S SKWb (p SpractartfflJ «ta* 'MM--J “0“ « 
mSSs *S«W1 NATOE 28 ID BOOM A J Wfcm MM-CM* Watt 83 

FadF»CdM9-7. IteyfieklPakM.DanmcEart M.Neeteoodlate»4. 

5- r-2 Carm m. 5-1 Lam® Cay. 6-1 Hod* '***■ M Hosloc. Gnrors F*. 6-1 DoAkrosJWtens. 

na In A MAUI. 12-1 «DMS 
** 1995; NORSTOCX 5-104 T Oaseontae P-1) B Hodyts 17 ran 

FORM FOCUS 

mfiop to* tofarty-g0; ?!; 
lnuie SteL CO^^I WLLterf 
I bi 3 9MnmurtantoptMttoatf 
L naan w® HDJOE (Tto Wte 

two iate] leader 31 In a 15- 

mdte a ttegfar‘l iffi. ilu-^mr0 

S'oSfaSLUM^CAYfl 

ad head 3nl ol 9 to Steswer n »wd«aj 
jockeys' lmdca> hob d Wndsa Cm, good) 
EftCORRM HIL (7t> versa 0ll[ 5i 4J 
MUS7AJO. 512ndef 7 to Was &mer hia Jm«- 

' “ . H so*). 
r. «, ™».. W A ML- 

_ .i 8-nnoar hmdhap budle 
__H 11IM. 
Selector M0R0C VALliY 

WETHERBYI101 

WCANTONJl 

IIHGFIELDJ 
TRAMOREI 

Pearce fined 

BRIAN PEARCE. trainer, 
was fined E750 by the disd- 
p!inary committee of the Jock¬ 
ey Club yesterday after an 
identity rrux-up. Pearce's run¬ 
ner, Ela-Ment, appeared, 
under the name of Hang Kong 
Dollar ar Ungfield on Septem¬ 
ber 28 and Wolverhampton on 
October 14. 

101 113143 60QD TNES13 (BF.F.GJi) (Mra D Rstakotn) B Ml 124)... B WosJ (7) 88 

Aaxoid nanbw. Ste-ftt/ure term (F — tall P— 
puHad ugx U — unseated nda B — bm«M 
□oval. 5— sipped' up R— relused D — 
dlsqpliled). Hone's name. Days smt test 

ouHnn F il ttn (8 —Utatars. V—vfco H — 
tonL E — Eyemld. C — cause wtana D — 
ifcfencB ydraw. CD —can* and dtaanz 

Man. Bf — hetaen brourte in tated tact) 

Going on thch hone las urn ff — ftm pood to 

hm. toad. G—good. S—soil good k soil, 
heavy) Ovna In brackets. Tabw. Ago and 

vreigid. Rider plus any adtaonce. The fanes 

Printer ffcntoppo's oPag 

2.10 JOHN BULL CHASE (£7,035:2m 50 (4 nmers) 

401 11U21-1 DUBLH FLYHi 81 (CD£^1 (J Sranrer) TForster 10-U-1D. . - . BPourfjB 
402 R21PF-P LUSTY LIGHT 34 (CQT.G^) (B Buroughl M>s J Ptonan 1D-11-10 — WUntan 71 
403 2TO-113 TRAVADO 40 (F.G^) Mrs P Stemod) N Hentersei 10-11-10 MAFtegerald 93 
404 57211-4 VKNG FLAGSHIP 40 (C/.fiLSJ (RoacH Foods LMf 0 Mcftamn 9-11-10 B DHMOdy 98 

BETTMG: 64 Vtng Ragshp. 74 Otttai Flyer. 3-1 Travado. 6-1 lusty UqH 

1995: LUSTY UGHT 9-11-10 W kbrskm (5-11 Mra J Pikiun 5 ran 

FORM FOCUS 

DUBLIN FLYER beat Egypt MW Prtnca Kl In 12- 
luie Mactasui Gold Cup X Omllentiani (2m 41 
110yd. good) LUSTY LIGHT eon ftis race bsl 
year bed ftatoay Star dtt n a 5-nnrer chase 
(good to soli) wfc DUBLII FLYER unseated rider 
tost TRAVADO 813rd ol 5 ta Souk Un in pade I 

Mfeubchi Shogun Tlngte Crtd Chase at Sandown 
(2m. rand) ndi VHNG FLAGSHIP did 4ft. W- 
KMG HAGSHP twto Deep Sensalon dwi-lwad 
in B-runna pads I Marvn MeHaig Chase at Aadree 

4L good to Dim) penAmate sttt 
DUBUN FLY& 

2.40 BLACKM0RE VALE NOVICES CLAMING HURDLE 
(£2,618: 2m) (18 runers) 

HIGHEST ROOTS 101F .. f (KntaH : 
P0 RAINBOW ROAD 35 (4Q5?Cbj teongl M Pipe 5-124)- 

Ham PtakenMp) U Pipe 5-124) D Bridgwater - 
. , . J Loner - 

22F1-52 R08MS PI80E 37 (Q (to Long) C Popham 6-11-12... . T Dascort* (5) 94 
0 EMMA GRME5 37 (M HMv) J Man 5-11-9.. W ifcFtatanrf 71 

5-24511 STAC-P0LLADH 38 fflfl (I Button) K Badey 6-11-9-T J Marpby (3) © 
80 SOUTH BUI RDGE 112 (S MtCwstand) R Beta 5-11-8 ^ ... Mr I Dowick - 

FLAK LADY 33F (Ms M ImrSam) W G to inner 5-11-7 .... A Itamwi - 
6504) XKTS ROSE 45 (Ms M UcCowf) Ura M McCom 6-11-7._ ... B CHtod 75 

F5 LADY LACEY 42 (tors K Panin) G 9-11-5- Baldtaa 9-11-5- — B Fenton 
00- RIO DANCER 287 (Sanaa! F-atnetsNp) H OIMi 7-11-5 . PMp H 

TRUE OUEST (U Suites) to Sanders t-11-5..M A 
OUEBI OF SHAliKM 360F (G Day] A CmoU 8-114..R 

0 DANTEBGH 50 U Colesl P Eccte. 5-11-3..Chris Wefth Si - 
R9 DU NOW 151F (P Hobbs) P Hotta. 4-11-2-- G Tomtey O) - 

OOfP JUNGLE HIGHWAY 28 (P Ute) P Had 7-11-1 . . . _ J A UcCaafty - 
GABRB.'S LADY 153F (Start* Fano Panersbip) H Rood 5-10-13. A Tory — 

Off aSSOUF 49 (WMten SWents IM « l*4»d 4-10-11 —ML ftotar (7} 70 
OR FRANCS 1W (R Banwani C C Elsey 4-10-7-U Rkhank - 

BETTWS 94 )9ghest Roots. 3-1 Suc-Wtd*. 5-1 Rabtas Prate. 7-1 to On Nad. 8-1 fcunboe Rod. 10-1 
Lady Lacey. <2-1 ctarn 

1995: NORDIC CROWN 4-lD-ll B Donmody (1-2 to] to Pioe 19 an 

FORM FOCUS 

HIGHEST ROOTS about 21 «h ol 19 to Borite in 
dataner 4 llaisoia-U&tto flm 2L sod]. RuBSdS 
PHDE 61 2nd ol 9 ■ False Cnta in ctoann 
nonce laarila * Piumptai (2m II. good to soSL 
ETAC-POLLAfflH. completed dbrtfc. M Tony's 
ttst It to 15-nam ctouring novice budle » 
Lata (2k good n ton} etti RAIBOW ROAD 

(»ttetier 08) puBed up 3 oid. MRTS ROSE 3S 
ho d 21 » Wren Warbler In mwx hudk at 
Weroste (2m. SOB). LADY LACEY 29W 5ft ol 12 
to Itasler Beveled In mra budle ai Wtoosor (2m, 
goad to snB). R0I DU NORD VI «b ol 9 to Hnale 
in San UUd minor event (Im It good). 
SetaOton: ROHR'S PROE 

3.10 ULLQ UWB CHALLBIGE CUP 
(Hardier chase: £4380: 3m It 110yd) (14 mmera) 
801 
802 
803 
904 
HJ5 
BOB 
907 
GOB 
609 
610 
811 
sir 
813 
814 

PP43OT BISHOPS ISLAND 29 i 
151+52 MR FLANAGAN 26 
T4-321F DUHALL0W LODGE 
U2G152 TUG OF PEACE 51 
IHM05 GJVUS A BUCK 29 
612S4-1 ACT OF 
4PF3P-2 BOLL WGE1G. 28 
2124*5 JAILBHEAKER 34 I 
14-3442 SUNLEY BAY 29 

(Lxrd rtsteyl Mcs H Kngtl 10-124) G F Ryan (5) BO 
" (Mn R SMayi C Brooks 10-11-11. D Gtafttr 91 

j (H Son*) C Banved 9-11-10 . D Briitonter 94 
F.G£) (P adonfeon) G BaUng 9-11-9- . B OBud 81 

(X Co**) 0 Bsmali 13-11-8.- P hofcy - 
84 (BJFJS) U Peats) K Batoy 6-11-6- R Dunwoody B0 

ISI U Bnfeomr) 0 Shenraod 16-11-5-J Datum 92 
JS) (Mn 6 Mbron) B Mttnm 9-114- . M A FBrgurid M 

. L&SMUoM Barber) P Mcfcfls 10-114 . A P lEtoy S 
722KH NORMAN C0NQUER0B 58 (/JrSJSi (Oaea EiaMB) T r Jenes 11-114 fi IfeGoto - 
45-1212 GUM VALU 38 (BFJFJ3L5) Oka N Ttengol Us J Ptast 7-10-13- W Mutate 92 
12211-2 RECTORY GARDEN 76 (S) (Lad Cadngaal T Footer 7-10-9-A Ramon 90 
465PS2 SB.WVN0 41 TBj65) IS BnUt) 9mn Eok ID-10-3-C Uaude 93 
43UV0 FREDS MELODY:29 JF 1beta) F Tucker 11-10-6-Glftn - 

Long handtoap Freds Melody M 

8ETTWG: 4-1 Ur Fteragan. 5-1 Brsbops Isteto, Reauy Garden. 6-1 to O Parimrf. M ENIpa VMu. 8-1 Bob 
Weed. 10-1 Tig Of Peace. IM Dttdnr Lodge, 14-1 often. 

1995: MR FLANABAH 9-1M G BnuSfiy (3-1) C Broola 15 on 

FORM FOCUS 

BISHOPS BLAND beef Stanch Rhta 51 ai > 6- 
um Itukcap ctuse at Ereter (an 71 HIM. 
good] wfih HVUS A BUCK (171b batter afl) 4ffl 
SOl DUHALLOW LOOK (Tib bettor oil Sh atom 
U m MR RANAGAN S 2oi fiJ 6 to ffcft Pah 
Aihatacndia»ttHndod((4Bilt0yd. gown.. 
DUHALLOW I LODGE bettlouecn Prince 31 bi 7- 
namr haiatop dose si Tauten (3m, goodlpeo- 
idBmale stetTUG OF PEACE 513*1 o(7to beta 
0o«e n ■ handicap cfase af Chetenfam (3n if, 
good). ACT OFMAIAklENT brol Cakaarg Boy 41 
toai-rurer lundk^j Chase * Worcester {an 71 

Kta too) BOLL WSUL nedi ato o( 7 to Mad 
to a tunbeap due A Uftsnftr (3w Z. good 

to ton). SUAEYBAY 812nd d 12 to team in a 
tendon chase J Bangor |4m 11. good to sofft. 
aPAVALU S 2ndd i to Ronuiy Grata in a 
iHsafiam chasa to Uketoer 13m. uwd to ItonV 
RECTORY BARDEN 412nd Olio ft Ton Ptotabi 
toaatart chase to Bangor (2m 41 110yd. good) 
9LVERM) fl 2nd to 15 to Hmrf Larin a 
ftaadtao chase n Enter On 71110yd, good to 
se8) tkn SUM.EY BAY (4ft bettor 08) ID 4ft. 

SLVERB40 

3.40 C0RSC0M8E NOVICES HANDICAP HURHE 
(£3,063: 2m 61) (18 runnets) 

1 264381 HARMS KMG 44 (Wl (Cfarw States) M Btoton 6-IMO L Asyato (5) * 
2 DOIIIMD WRSOKAlf 50 (R & E HUcbms) Mrs J Pfcw 6-11-7-W Marten 80 
3 370G237 AflMAIBJR 628 (Md H Pm) J McComodte B-114..-- R Brtaroy - 
4 06QW0S- CAHHK DANCffl 248 (W Ferns) S Stmmd 8-114- J Osbonte - 
5 500 ANDRE'S AFFAIR 42 fflj (0 UEtaun) D Itandi Dm 5-11-0.— I Lawrence 00 
6 420-PUG ROSIE-B 28 (Dtemd Pnwkkai Eng) 8 Skmge 6-10-13 -. R Snogs 86 
7 00-2ZD3 KUO'S PROMEE 22 (G Warn* LU) C Popbam 610-12.. T Dascmba (5) 85 
8 2-ajOZS SUPB1 6Z (S) (M Puny) H Qttrer 8-10-10-Jxqul Diva 60 
9 PP3D-3 CAP1AM COE 30 (Heel to Die Seuft Racing) fl Cutis G-10-9-D Uorrts 80 

K> 03a«4 MR PLAYRU 10 Tyta) R Froal 6-1M-- —. 4 Frost 80 
it' 0CWSPP OflOCSTlUL 0BH6 n a Coototen) G Ham $-10-8-S Beirougb . - 
12 0-53P44 MCK THE YAIK 23 (B) (S [anskam itoeng) M H^aorvffis 6-10-7 D Matter W 

-13 F90FB-1 HA8J 0SIRM 7 (S) litas V Sktotetetei N Tadston-Oatus 6-10-7 (Go) C Umoyn ffl 
14 SSOOP-O GBOLaiAN StD & (Mbs J Cotes* P Ifarpfay 6-lM --E ItaiW - 
15 1/SP® EASTERN RWGR 728 <G) (GwiEfcn Eqtow) T ftrsfar W-rfl-5. .. A P MeCof - 
16 IPVPPO AN BUCHMJ. HATH 10 (Un C Lyndon) G ttm 7-104)-- R Greene - 
17 3G5/P OLD DSi PARK 60 (6) (Mrs 5 Janes) P Jons 10-10-0 __ 0 Burwrs (71 - 
18 OOOFD4> HWEPBK8*T 28 (Tlw Hole to The Wto Gang) C Bane* 8-104)— B CNIud - 

LOOS tauaBeap: *r SUdtari Utfi 9-12. Okf Oeer Re* 9-Si Fnapeicenr 9-3 

BETTMG: 2-1 Hate Demg. 5-1 Kai l Promise. 6-1 Drop King. 7-1 Uck The Ysft. 10-i Capeui Coe. feste-B. 
12-1 Mtim. 

1995: OATS H BARLEY 6-lM S Bunupb [25-0 P Itodkad 19 m 

FORM FOCUS 

DMBNG )0NG bed Wondtnds Bm neck to ddm^ 
tool Kdors- harakc* JinUe to ?»teeaj2m U. 
son. WB^GALESWI Bft to General (Seek In 
nuke hrafc to QtetsiM (to « ilftto. teM to 
stall penuUmtoe start. KXTS PTBM6E Si 3rd 
to CraWn Stas at novtea tadto at Lndkw On St 
.HOW, flood* CAPTAIN COE 5NIM to FVeenb 
Gain tarteop hank to Fafastam (in Q llftto. 
good). IR RAYRU. 1412ndlo Crosa's Dto$d 

.. ,_ntea Enter Dn 31110yd 
TsBrL ARK THE YANK 6>l ® 

Stiilen Nuttto ai aodees' teatolgn tartta to 
veto ptolTOyd, gow to fimOteft ROSE-B 
i btter ofl) BMBUi and GSOLEMAH SEDipls 
Hr oM 41 Bft. HA1E DfflRMG Deal Cattairt 

\tutBea 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS Whs Rnrs % JOCKEYS Hmas Mb V 

0 Shrwood .- .10 28 35.7 J Lower 7 7) 333 

Ifes J ntman 22 63 31S R Dusamh 31 142 214 

M Pipe 25 126 27JJ J IWwra 11 SO 133 

R Abe 11 X 212 T Owmmbe 3 17 17.B 

MraHKiauW 5 25 200 W kfattft 5 22 15.6 

YESTERDAY’S 
i RESULTS^ 

Kelso 
Going: good to soft 

1.1S (3m II eh) 1. MAJOR HP! I. |M 
UcJorey, 4-1) 2, Savoy (P Gartwny, 6-1); 
3, Setadng Gold (A Thcvnion. 33-1) ALSO 
RAN: 5-2 lav Ivy House (5th). 3 Seven 
Towers. 10 Dorui Castle (t|, 12 Quiet 
Misness (pu). 33 Just The Job. SO Paddy 
Morrissey, Petted Light (4th), 66 D'Arblay 
Street Donovans Reel. Go58iy (6th). 100 
Lauder Square. 300 Island Rivet. Sagaro 
Be Be 1G ran. Hd. 151. 7T. 151. 151 A 
Whftans ta HawcA. Tole- ££.70: £2.50 
£240. £4£0 DF’ E32.G0 Trio £334.00 
(pan won Pool at £244 66 canted toward 
IO 1 40 Wincanton today). CSF- £25 B9. 

1.45 (2m 110yd hdte) 1, ARAGON AYR (A 
Dobl?>n. 2-1); 2. Urban Dandng (B 
Hatting. 10-11; 3. Vintage Talttkigar (L 
Wyer. 10-1) ALSO RAN. 10-11 lav 
Euwwisr (5tfr|. 9 Mr Devious. 25 
Ktaslenbosch (6th). 40 Rican a. 66 Marted 
Card (4ih). 100 Navy's Feefings (un, 
straworg Dream (pu) 10 ran ntl. 12). 
1%l. J«H. 2HI. P Momefih x Rosewsl) 
Tole- £2.40: £130. £3.60. £3.10. DF. 
£45.10 Trip-£35.40. CSF: £2211. 

215 (2m II chj 1. SONSE MO (T Reed. 
100-30): 2. Judicial HM (U Day*. 5-2 
lav), 3. Briar's Delight (B Hardng. 10-1). 
ALSO RAN 4 Strang Approach (6th). 5 
Flash Ot Reaim (4th). 10 Super Sandy 
(5rh) 6 ran 31. 111. 2L ia IMt Mrs S 
Bradbume at Cupar. Tola. £4 30. £2.60. 
£1 BO DF- £9.80 CSF E10.7S 

2.45 12m 110yd hotel 1. COLONS. IN 
CHIEF (P Carbeny, B-11 kn), 2 hfahtend 
Way lR Gantty. 14-1). 3. Singing Sand (R 
Supple. 33-1). ALSO RAN 6 Jonty 
General (4th). 7 Desen Brave (Shi. 10 
Henry HooteL 14 Shane ftver. 25 Dark 
Buoy. 50 Kanmarg River 15th), Polly Star !), 100 Soisgirth. TumSn Ool. Turkish 

ower. 200 Fine Tune, Fcwflaw, 
Howycudorng. bAeadowteck, Ski Lady IB 
ran. 3hf. IS. 2t. 91. r*. F MuipPy af 
MkJdteham Tele: El .80. El 30. £2 70. 
£8 90 DF £8.80 Tno £204.00 CSF 
£1106 
3.15 (3m IT Chi 1. EMERALD STORM (G 
Cahil. 6-1); 2, Stop The Walter (P 
Carbemr, 13-2). 3. Ninfa (A Dobbte. 12-1). 
ALSO RAN 5-2 bv Rocket Run [6Di|. 4 
KJcataan (4th). S Son Ol Ins. 16 Barney 
Rubbfe. Golden Fiddle. Lupy Mlnsliel (pu). 
25 Abercrumby Chief (5th1. Inconduave. 
50 Gala Water. 12 ran. 51.2tt, 51.121.1 V,l 
P Montetah a) Bose**®)). Tote- £fi 40. £1.80. 
£3 00, C3£0. DF- £29.60 Trio. £67 50 
CSF- £4205 Tricaal £417.51. 

3.45 (2m 21 hdte) 1, COQU LANE (D 
Pwter, 10-17:2, Steadfast Sis (A Roche. 
7-2): 3. Scarba (M Newton. 2-1 lav). ALSO 
RAN. 7-2 Marco Magnifco. 9-2 Precipice 

«ICHARDEVANS 

Nap; MR MULLIGAN 
(2.50 Wetherby} 

Next best: Dublin Flyer 
(Z10 Wincanton) 

Run (Gth). 11 Chummy's Saga (5th), 16 
Caltemoy (4*). 7 ran. 1 tel. 20.2HI, 3«, It 
J Din ai Henoi. Tote: £1200; £280. 
£2.70. OF- £2320 CSF- £43.31. 
placepot £826.00. Quadpot: £47.50. 

Wolverhampton 
Going: standard 

£1.30. £360. £2.40. DF: C2S.70. Trio- 
ES3.1D. CSF: £25.08. Bougta n 3,600gns. 

1.3Q (7T) 1. Coacheta (C Nutter. 11-2); 2. 
Yeoman Obvar (14-1): 3. Cofntosser (9-1) 
Nate ol Caution 10-11 lav. 11 ran 1HI, XI. 
M Prescott. Tola £7^0. £1^0. £2.60. 
£2.10. DF: E47.70. Trio: £109.90 (pat 
won. Pod ol £97.52 carried torwarel lo 
I. 40Wnosrtontoday] CSF-£7552. 

2.00 (60 1. Sense Ol Fhlority (Max 
Greaves. 11-2); 2. Sir Tasker (7-2); 3, 
Brocfthead Lady (9-11 Jigsaw Boy 3-1 fav 
T3 ran itoL 31 D NfchcSs. Tote: £14.10; 
£3 40. £1.70, £3.40. DF: £2950 Tito- 
£5520 CSF. £25.91. 
230 (im 6S lG6yd) 1, Laar Dancer (A 
Clark. 15-0 bv): 2. StwWyr (7-2): 3. Bartel 
(12-1). 10 ran 1 HI. 1 i*L P Mttatefl. To» 
£3 00, £1 SO. £1.70. £3 10. DF: £4 50. Trio: 
£39.30. CSF: £932 Tncasn CS7 74. 
330 (im II 79yd) 1. Bernard Seven JJ 
Weaver, 14-1): 2. Soutti Eastern Fred ifl- 
1); 3. Kintwyn (20-1). Nigel's Lad 3-1 tav. 
13 ran. 19S(. 141 c Brcaln. Tate: £13.90: 
£290. £680, £1430. DF. £3270 Trio 
E367 40 (part %wn. Pool ol£4€5S( carried 
forward to 1 40 Wtocamon today). CSF 
£12638 Tricasr £2395 70. 

3.30 dm 100yd) 1. Hand Of Straw (S 
Drowns. 16-1); 2 Faez (0-1). 3. Miss 
Zanzibar (5-1). No Sitomssaon 7-4 lav 13 
ran. 2KL 216L P Murphy Tole: £39.30; 
£620. £230. £280. DF- £6990. Trio. 
£19640 CSF-£151 21 Noted. 

4.00 (51) 1. Shadow Jury (LChamoch. &■ 
II. 2, Cheeky Chappy (5-1 jl-tev); 3. 
Feather stone Lane (7-1). ChadweS Hal 5- 
1 h-tev. i3 ran. Hd, IW. D Chacman Tore- 
£9.00: £3DO. CT.40. C*30 OF. C30.00. 
Trio: £89.50. CSF £5433 Trtcaa 
£317.56 

0( £32^48.41 
today). 

Ptecapot £2241.70. Ouadpot E24130 
(part won. Pool at £267.48 canted 
forward to Wincanton today). 

□ Richard Dunwoody will 
keep the ride on Ungraded 
Missile at Ascot tomorrow in 
preference to Gordon Rich¬ 
ards's stable jockey Tony 
Dobbin. 

Jackpot not won 
canted forward to 

THUNDERER 
12.40 Simply Dashing. 120 LANSBOROUGH (nap). 
1.50 Lo Stregone. 2.20 Shaikashka. 2.50 Call It A 
Day. 3.20 Master Boston. 3.50 Alaskan Heir. 

GOING: GOOD 70 SOFT SIS 

12.50 EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 
(Qualifier Dm 1: £3.058:2m 41110yd] (14 runners) 

1 1111 SMPLY DASHNG 26 (CJX/3J M H Eaaatay 5-11-10 L Wyar (0 
2 BRIDLE PATH M H Eastertjy 5-11-0— .. Rt 
3 6-50 CAREYSWIE 41 J Eriwnfe 5-11-0 . .. . RJotmwn<3) - 
A D CB.DC QANT 2G L Lungo 6-11-9 .T Haed 77 
S WM CRAZY INEADBl 71 Mn I* Sh 6-11-0.RUvtsy 74 
G B H.YWGGWMEH W 0 Ntomlson i-11-0 . .. A Mauilra - 
7 06- HARRIS 5PfCML 238 MKjmrawJ 6-11-0 Lta J COvtet |7j - 
8 B3W HGHBEATH6 IftsM Bernier 5-11-9.Ptevan © 
9 300- JUST BRUCE264 UnE Heaft 7-11-0.J SqipU (3) 74 

10 -644 MEAD COURT 43 N Chmcc 6-11-0.R Johnson (3) S8 
11 2 RADICAL REFORM 26N Mason 7-114). .. JCtaatfun- 
12 20-6 BALYU00RE 58PBaaurort 5-10-9.HSiftpte 84 
13 6-24 GALLANTS DHJ6HT 82 U Barnrc 6-IQ-0 .. . - P Waggon 79 
14 440U PASJA 28 SGoUrv 5-10-9.A Down 50 

5-4 Simply Daslmg. 4-1 Hying Gume. 6-1 Cette dare. 12-1 H^ymesih Iteri 
Court, Radcal Rtoonn. 14-1 UJieri 

1.20 BF NATI0NAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 
(Qualifier. Div Ih £3,058; 2m 4f 110yd) (14) 

1 -212 LANSBOROUGH26m.filGHdunfc6-11-5 . PCarbany @ 
2 0 BAIEYS BUDGE 40 UteSBranita 5-11-0 J Brake - 
3 561- CLAVERH0IBE 254 (t) J Fitrgeralrt 7-11-0 U Dwyer - 
4 0 CORSTDNJOKffl 26 LLiaigo 6-11-0 .. . . 1 Raad 72 
5 4-60 CURRBIT MONY 33MHurmnid5-1141.. MlCBornet(3) - 
6 00 EURO THYNE 6 MHEaHtrtjy 6-11-0 -- - - L Wyer 63 
7 433 UMXEORBE35 R Lee 6-ti-O . PMetorglito 89 
B A16 MTTENWALD21 KBairy 7-11-0-.BBraley - 
9 0 OUT BY NIGHT 26 6 Moore5-H-O. NBtrtry - 

10 5-00 njnEVALUE5MWE«Wb|5-i1-0. - . - RGartoy 66 
11 63 TRIE SCOT 45POiccsbtDijgn 6-11-0 .. . _ RSqu* 77 
12 01-6 WOMAN 113 V Maronoml &-11-0. RBiai»g - 
13. EANMORJltoun 5-10-9.J Smfle (3) - 
14 104 MSS0PTM5T42(RDtedwboi6-10-9 . AkfagtacB2 

64 lantanough. 4-1 Macffotgs. 61 CavgrtoiBr. Mas DpteW 61 Iron Sux 
12-1 Corsttn Jam. 14-1 often 

1.50 ftfOfOatlN HANDICAP CHASE 
(£5,053: 3m 110yd) (8) 

1 -4P2 COS0n33(CDJ£S)JStoitrl2-l1-lO »C8on»rP)® 
2 1*4- MTABAIT M0 (Cf££) J Mm) 16IJ-4 SMtateK » 
3 P-P0 ANTONIN 61 Itiffl^) Mrs 5 Bnmeli 611-1. . J Bute 89 
4 -211 SCOTTON BANKS 33 (CO.G.S) M H Easurby 7-114 l Wyer 86 
5 U1F- TARTAN TYRANT 327 ICD.G.S) G RSehmh 16114 A POMto 90 
6 461 L0 STREGONE 40 (COJAS) r TMM0-16U MrSSw« 95 
7 0,5 CARBSDALE 34 (DJ.G4) Its M Rewfev 10-10-10 P Nfcren - 
8 IP-2 CORNER BOV 28 (D^-G-S) 0 Wtetaun 6104... A Hagtae 81 

52 Srattn Bates. 61 lo ftrogona. 4-i Cogan. 51 Utotac. 61 Ton lynrt. 
lH Coma Boy. 12-1 tobm. 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 
THAidS: D tedwton. Mvanters tram 42 runners. 333%. Un It 
Rtvotoy. 44 tom 150. 293%. J Gdrad. 4 ban 16. 25J». M H 
EadBby. 27 taom 134.201V L Laqo- 3 boro 15.20D%; G (Udarris, 
22 tan 112.19 Wk 

JOCKEYS: S McNeill. 3 winners tram 10 rifts, 300V A Ifcgtare. 20 
tan 73.27.41; P Kven. 42 bom 158. 26 61. L Wyer. 35 bran 1ST. 
233%. A Dobbin, 9 tan 64.14.i%; M Dwyer. 18 tan 156,11.51. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: UngMd Porte 1 Off U4ra Boot 130 
Jushnsnus. 330 DodrSngion Fryer Wincanton: 140 Lawnswood 
Junior 3.10 Norman Conqueror 3 40 Andre'e Allair 

2.20 COWTNORPE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£3,945: 2m) (15) 

1 0-34 SWEET USHDCTTE 75 (DJf.fi) Mrs URmley 3-124 
& CdVD (7) as 

2 104 GOLDEN HELLO 40 (ZLF.63) M H Exraby 5-124 LWyai 84 
3 540 NOYAN8f(DF.G)DMcbofe 511-11. S Mason ft 
4 DOOO WHTTE WILLOW 26 (CDJJ] Mn M ftwiey 7-11-11 P Nhcn 01 
5 446 FRRKLEY 26 (D.GJ) F Murphy 10-11-7 .. . P Ctobeny 87 
6 5554 BRAkBLEBBtth 33 iCD.G.SjMnSirun 7-114 R GraS 69 
7 2220 NEW MN 40 (D.F) SGtokngi 511-1 .. fl Ifegwe 8fl 
8 OFff- HmfiJMflE&ro.G3)MteSlW(n(T3.rr-flRJWiftsonCT 81 
9 6213 ELnjM37(DAFJF)NHenclenon51i4.... JRKavsiogli 87 

ID 30-5 TEST MATCH 5fl |D.G,5) W Oav 9-11-0 . GoyLa*b(3j 9G 
11 m BANK VCW33 (D.G5) N TirMef 11-10-1? E Husband (3| - 
12 F4-F RATTDP26IS)MWEaaaw5-155 ... BGantoy 65 
13 234 TWIN FALLS 26(G) G Moot 5-10-5 .„ .. . J Ctaagton 91 
14 4F0 SHARKASItCA 33 (F£) M h Easftrby 6-10-3.A Dobbto ® 
15 W4- BALLON 381 (D£J)M Doris 6-10-1.B Storey 88 

7-2 Gokfen HtOo. 9-2 Surd Upend* 5-1 EJIa «M Nopn. SDXosrto. Un 
Im. >4-1 oikas 

2.50 TOWTON NOVICES CHASE 
(Grade II: £12,680:3m 110yd) (8) 

1 041 SEN0RELBETRUTT126iGJlltasSHock7-11-13GBnrtfcy 88 
2 1221 SPfiKSH UGHT 26 (Off*) G ttdurOs 7-11-9. . A Dtttoa 9i 
3 5-12 CALL IT A DAY 2B IS| D Mcholsan 6-11-5- 
« -231 CHURCH LAW 27 (6) Mo L layta 9-11-5 
5 -111 MR MULUGAN 48(0/.61M Crime 8-11-5. 
E 0-2 OVER THE CORRS 61 J Curtu 5-11-5 .. . 
7 3f11 PBflJVtAN GALE 28 (DF.G) Mrs S EreMi 7-11-5 
8 5n U8UVAL 42 (DJ.GJ)Wbeftta 10-115.ASSnatn 85 

2-1 Sqm EJ Bantol 7-2 Soartai Uflbl 4-1 Mr Mtohgan. 9-2 Ctol H A Day. 5-1 
llaiKri. 10-1 Dud) tew. 20-1 Wrier. 

3.20 WIKE HANDICAP CHASE 
(£3.948:2m 4f 110yd) (7) 

A Maguire 
. R Suppto 7a 
R Johnson 88 

M Dwyer 55 
RGuhi 62 

1 4211 MASTER BOSTON 26 
2 IMF NEWIANDS-GBttHAL 26 

RWoottPUH 8-124 L Wyer ® 
,5)JFegaaia 10-11-12 

W£w 87 
3 5434 STRONG DEE 6ro.BFF.G5) W Baeri 6-11-6 - 1 Real 87 
4 lF-4 DVBTDS POLE50 IBF.fi) JGrttasd9-11-3 NOWttBtteR 80 
5 2615 SAILOR JN 26 (DF.fi^J P Woo 9-10-12. A Maguie 97 
6 11FI EAS&Y JOttS 22 ro>^<^) 5 KerfleweV B-10-n .. .PNwn 98 
7 Hi ASRNGS 608(D-6-S) J Frogerakl 8-iM.. .. WOwan - 

9-4 ktosto Boston. W Eatty Joker. 9-2 Newboris-Geneol. 8-1 Sarto Jim. Stag 
Dad. U-1 Asbn^ 

3.50 HEALAUGH CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£3.058 2m 41110yd) (14) 

1 544 MY SWAN S0N6 31 (E.B) J Sntoh 11-124 ... . J Sopjrte 95 
2 5P-2 NB.TEGRITY21 IS) MrsP 3y 7-11-7 . . PMcUrugnBn 93 
3 2-P3 TOPOTHBTORRfWWG 50 (BF.S) P Braumor*6-i1-4 

BGrannOI 90 
4 0-43 ALASKAN HBR 28 (D.G.S) A Sbeefis 5-11-3-. B Harming SB 
5 OK- DERRING BRIDGE 244 <S) Ur, S Jettison 6-11-3 R Johnson 90 
6 P-60 TRE5100ER 70 (F,(LS) MWEaanbr 14-11-2-G Lee 88 
7 324- CHARTBtfORHARDWARE 236 IS) W CUy 10-n-l Guy Lew 87 
J P030 OUIM0«YIff(fflCBnari 10-114. . . ALamarft S3 
9 -640 MBIFnHU. GOLD 40 J Cubs 5-10-10.. D J Kavararft G) 93 

10 2510 OWENS OUST 7 (CD3F.G) T EUHtngmn 6-10-8 R RraaM (!) 93 
11 -360 PATR0CLUS 23 (D5) J Madrte 11-1M-E Husbanfl g 
12 -544 TARGET UNE 36 ID.S) Its S Smflh 6-1D-5 BWWnsnn(3) 95 
13 164 SAFARI PARK27(F) WBffltal 7-10-4.GCaMPIOI 
14 P-2R NUWAY110 U Barnes 6-104.D Pvka 87 

3-1 Ndtagrtly. 5-1 Dwob OuesL 6-1 Atebn Hen. 7-1 Irpiftenirtvaanq. HM 
PtbKitn. Targef Iw. )6-l aam 

□ Express Gift, a leading fancy for Saturday's 
£60,000 Ladbroke hurdle at LeopanJstown, 
has been foreed to miss the race after 
damaging a muscle. The Mary Reveley- 
trained gelding will next run in the Tote Gold 
Trophy at Newbury on February 10. 

THUNDERER 
1.00 Distant Dynasty. 1.30 Star Talent. 2.00 
Swynford Ryer. 2.30 Lava Bird. 3.00 Shontacrre. 3.30 
Iron N Gold. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.00 Explosive 
Power. 290 Cmektng. 3.30 BROUGHTONS FOR¬ 
MULA (nap). 

GOING: STANDARD SIS 
DRAW: 5F-1M. LOW NUMBERS BEST_ 

1.00 GUY MAHNERING CLAIMING STAKES 
(£3,075:5f) (8 runners) 

r OM ULTRA BEET 2 ffiUM,FA Pttsftm 44-5 . ... Jfiart«»3 
2 K2- INHERENT UAEUj 28 (CDJLS) W Mm 7-94 JWaawrS 
3 024 ttSTAXT DYNASTY 7 (CD_Bf.E.SI B Parer &-6-11 S Sanders 5 
4 22-5 ASTON MANOR 5 R Hamm 4-8-7 -- W Nvwnes 7 
5 065- UR BOY 42 (CD.F^) A Moore 7-8-3 - . . CandyUrmB 
6 004 TOMMY TBfftST 8 (V.GD.G.5) R Pocod 74-3 

PUcCaba (3)1 
7 004 TYRttN PURPLE 5 (BJJJl/.G^) 1 tougwon 84-3 

TAoMay(7)2 
8 004 SlIPBtLAO 5(0^ 618*”®® (Bel) 4-7-12. ._ J Ouaai 4 

7-4 Wweffl Magic. 7-2 Aston Mm. 5-> Dead Ujrasiy 6-1 UHri Beet. 
StoMriu. B-1 Ul Boy _ 

1.30 REDGAUNTLET SEUING STAKES 
(£2,259: 70 (10) 

1 061- NORDIC COLOURS 40 (B.0) C Daniil (Pel) 5-8-13 ttn Mkiw 8 
2 230- D®K.YVMi 24 (DJS1GL Moore 54-12.- AttwS 
3 05- IMAGONStSI 82(G) JWMs54-12... .SDnwra(3)1 
4 600- JUSTMANU8 73 (BTOifi^) A Hansas IBtol 44-12 

ALto«m(7)4 
i m- PERU DUS PU&fT 27J (CDf.E) W Uj» 54-J^ J Wnam 3 
6 040- RE9PBITASLE J0MS 30 (B.CDi£^) R HodnsbaiJ 104-12 

MWUnm5 
7 150- STAR TALOfT 252 (DAS) Mus G Ketaany 54-12 

RCochraoa 10 
5 GSS- HORNY BISHOP 331 {V.C.0J J Bndger 54-1J . 6Gnteta2 
9 OO- THUNDEROUS 30J (B) J Bttga 54-12.-J Outan 1 

10 030- DUSK IN DAYTONA 43 (OnCJiniea 44-7^. AMcGhmS 

5-2 Fwltarj Pkgl*. 7-2 Deeply We. 4-1 Dote to Oaywa. 3a TtoM.8-1 ttogon 
Orrtn, JO-1 Thomt BStep. 16-1 Juttkonui 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRACERS: D Munar-Sorih. 11 wimers bom 51 ntoters. 21.6%; M 
Pirsuo, 16 tan 75.213%; Uvd HunltooBon. 34 bon 1ST, 211v; G 
BoaEry. 5 tan 27.185%. UBS t M>m. B bran 47,170%, U 
Johnston. 32 ban 189.169V 
JOCKEYS: J Fatautf. 4 tan 12. 3331. J Weawr. 49 ban 214. 
22.9%; T Artier, 4 kern 22. ifi 2V R Coctaraia. 41 iron. 233.17-fiV 
TNBS, 16tram 106,170%,MeiCwao.3bom 18,16.7% JFEgai. 
J born 21,14 31. 

2.00 
1 ffl-ff 
2 004- 
3 84-1 

014 
204 

1/2- 
306- 
200- 

9 004 
10 004- 
11 055- 
12 113- 
13 304- 
14 000- 

5-1 Rrul Bto. 
Oortant 10-1 

TALISMAN HANDICAP (£2,977: Im 20 (14) 
WET PATOU S (C0/M1R Hutton 4-10-0 UrtEtaarap)! 
0UEB4S STROLLER 45 tG) 1 UWl 5-9-11 _ P McCtta (3) 3 
RIVAL BD 7 IC0J.G.S) Mn N tabcautey 8-9-11 (5a] 

T AsMey(7)3 
LANDLORD 7 (B.CDJ.G) J lota 4-9-9 . .... J Weaver 5 
LANDRA9S Dow 4-94---- W Woods S 
EXPLOSIVE POWHt 24 (C.C) fi Bravoy 544_Tries? 
YOUR MOST WELCOME 43J D Brendi [tans 5-94 G Carta 14 
AG0ER 28 C Eaton 44-9 .U Uasrit 10 
TOMAI 7(F) ftttflisro 444 .... ... WNWKs 1J 
00ZLEM 27 (Bfl J Pntton 74-4 _. . . .5 Sanders 12 
THE kCSTRAL 28 M Rjen 44-3 ... _G Banteea B 
REAL MADHD 24 (V,(LS) 6 Enrotn 5-7-13— NAOamsll 
SWYWORD R.YBI 23 (F.G) J A rans 7-7-11 C Adamson (5) 9 
SHOODAH 24 P Haywart 5-7-10 .... . . J Dunn 4 

EnteK Pom. 6-1 Wet Patoi. Swynkad Ftyw. 8-1 Rato kh*W 
LfflOlonl 

2.30 QUENTIN DURWARD MAIDEN STAKES 
(3-Y-0- £3.867: im) (12) 

1 ANAK-KU Mss G KelMBy 94 . . -R Codnre 5 
2 BARANOV D ttaray Srotoi 94. .. -JF Eqan 6 
3 034 BLUE RYER 2 (B) R Imn 94 ...... W Woods 12 
4 FREEDOM RUN R Hatis 94__ 0 BaOBM 10 
5 00- GEACRAL ItNBY28 A Moare 94. - Canr»Mran69 
6 000- LORO HXANGDWAN 64 R togran 94.DBiggs4 
7 054- LOVE BHR) 82 M Jrttsror 94. J Weaver B 
8 TORMOIWT Iffi Hunbng** 94- .. SSandmll 
9 03- WELL DRAWN 24 H Candy 94.W Items 2 

10 Z- CHEBOTG 28 M Prestal 6-9-C Nutter 3 
11 D0D- MY MOTtER-S LOCAL 27 k i?«mtnplur>4raiwi 6-9 G Cmra 1 
12 503- TAHYA 27 C BayS-9. - --C RuBer 7 

3-1 ten Bhd. 7-2 Well Dm 4-1 Blue Byn 5-1 Tnmoura. 6-1 Tarin. 7-1 
Cnetaog. 12-1 am-ku. 

3.00 WAVERLEY HANDICAP 
(3-Y-0: £3,656:61) (5) 

1 200- SHONTAHE 89 (DJF.tJ) U Jdtamstm 9-7.J Wtoror 1 
2 004 MARE BURL 7 S Dow 8-11 . W Woods 5 
3 004- ROWLANDSONS STUD 24 6 L Moore 64 . M Fetal 4 
4 26-2 BELLS Of HOLLAND 7 WIM 8-4 .. JtawPtora Lttez 3 
5 60-4 CASTLE GCMERN0R G P Hasten 7-10_ M Bafcrt (5) 2 

7-4 RuwianawB SUL 94 Bdh 01 HoliaiuL 3-i Sbonura. 4-1 Caare Gomna 
33-1 Mvle Bui. 

3.30 
MK5 
3W- 
114 
024 
00-1 
00-1 

8 0 to- 
9 220- 

10 30-5 

IVANH0E HANDICAP (£2.799: Im 51) (10 

BRCHIGHTIMS FORMULA 23 (fXDfJB) W Mrastt 5-11 
PMcCM 

DVORAKB(F)HHams5-9-10 . ... Att 
gOamSTONFLYBI^ (V£1R Holllnsteal 444' fl cot 
MO SPECTACLE 9 (BFJ.6) P Hjsbm 4-94 . UBak 
ffMN N GOLD 9 (M.GJ A Moore 44-9.. SS» 
KJ«G 7 (B.C,G| S MeOtr 644 (5*0_|A Wi 
WOTTASHAMBLES 9 {ZDJ.G, L Ifcrtagut Hart 54415 

W. __ Cl 
WAHEM 24 (R C Siffiai 644 .. j 

Pfi'S DREAM 7 (^MRyan 5-84 . 7,"cta 

FtPua- M Wotoffanb 
i«.-i naaenL-O-i ftps (bean 
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Celtic stand 
firm in 

battle with 
bigotiy 

By Kevin McCarra 

CELTIC yesterday engaged in 
a struggle that wilL be even 
more prolonged and arduous 
than the quest for the Bell's 
Scottish League premier divi¬ 
sion title. The club has com¬ 
mitted itself to confronting the 
sectarianism that is interwo¬ 
ven with football in the west of 
Scotland. 

A social charter, in draft 
form, has been issued in 
which Celtic pledge to carry 
out charitable work and op¬ 
pose all forms of discrimina¬ 
tion. A statement of worthy 
aims Ls easy to produce, but 
the bigoted elements in Glas¬ 
gow' arc obdurate. The dub. 
though, has already proved 
that there will be deeds as well 
as emollient words. 

Before the Old Firm match 
last week. Fergus McCann, 
the Celtic managing director, 
insisted upon a minute's si¬ 
lence for the 66 Rangers’ 
supporters who were killed in 
the Ibrox disaster 25 years 
ago. Attempts had been made 
to dissuade McCann by fig¬ 
ures from both dubs who felt 
that supporters could not be 
trusted to respect the memory 
of the dead. 

New arrival 
Chamley 

set for ban 
DUN DEE are set to lose Chic 
Chamley. their midfield play¬ 
er, for three games after he 
was dismissed for the twelfth 
time in his career on Tuesday 
night — just days after joining 
the dub. 

Chamley was ordered off 
for an elbowing offence after 
67 minutes of the Tayside 
derby. Dundee United, who 
also had a player — Steven 
Pressley — sent off. won the 
match at Dens Park 2-0. 
thanks to two goals from 
Robbie Winters, to go top of 
the first division. 

Chamley. who moved from 
Dumbarton For a cut-price 
£25.000 and scored on his 
debut last weekend in a 2-1 
win over Hamilton, will be 
automatically suspended for 
the trip to Greenock Morton 
on Saturday. 

He will also receive a two- 
match ban. effective from 
January 23, that will rule him 
out of the Tennents Scottish 
Cup third-round trip to 
Brechin or Clyde and a league 
game. Jim Duffy, the Dundee 
manager, said; "His reput¬ 
ation goes before him. Any¬ 
thing he does is scrutinised." 

McCann was adamant 
nonetheless, that the plan 
must go ahead; and if the 
minute's silence was not ob¬ 
served by every spectator, only 
a small minority breached it 
Celtic's announcement yester¬ 
day was a demonstration that 
they will not let any feelings of 
relief over that success per¬ 
suade them now to drop the 
entire matter. 

The club is prepared to ban 
from its ground supporters 
who indulge in sectarian 
chants and other offensive 
behaviour. “If people are abu¬ 
sive." McCann said, “it should 
be possible to identify them 
by their seat numbers and. at 
the very' least, prevent them 
from renewing their season 
tickets. 

“We can only do so much 
when it comes to changing the 
minds of mindless individ¬ 
uals, but it is up to us to try. 
We cant ignore it and say. 
This is just how we live’." 

McCann is particularly sen¬ 
sitive to the issue because, 
although bom in Scotland, he 
lived in Canada for almost 30 
years before buying Celtic in 
1994. The intolerance of life in 
the west of Scotland dearly 
struck him anew. 

The programme ser out by 
Celtic, however, does not con¬ 
centrate solely on behaviour 
within the ground, but pro¬ 
poses a series of initiatives. 
Players, for example, will visit 
a range of schools chosen to 
ensure that they meet and 
coach children from a variety 
of ethnic groups. The dub’s 
charitable work will also 
indude organising holidays 
for disadvantaged Protestant 
and Catholic children in 
Northern Ireland. 

Celtic’s practice of flying the 
flag of Ireland is regarded as 
inflammatory in some quar¬ 
ters and the dub was even 
prevented from doing so when 
ft spent last season based at 
the Queen's Park ground. 
Hampden Park. 

McCann, though, is insis¬ 
tent that a recognition of the 
dub’s roots in the Irish immi¬ 
grant community should be 
regarded only as a positive 
step rather than a provocative 
gesture. 

The other half of the Old 
Firm was engaged in more 
familiar business yesterday. 
Jardel. of Gremio, die Brazil¬ 
ian striker, visited Ibrox and a 
LL5 million transfer to Rang¬ 
ers will be conduded if he can 
acquire a Portuguese pass¬ 
port. That would remove the 
need for a work permit, which 
players from outside the Euro¬ 
pean Union require. 
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Wales hope Hughes’s inimitable brand of aggression in attack will trouble the tHustrious defenders of Italy 

Hughes receives welcome back 
as Wales take on the Italians 

By Our Sports Staff 

BOBBY GOULD, the Wales 
football manager, has 
induded Mark Hughes in his 
squad to face Italy in Temi on 
January 24. ending what ap¬ 
peared to be a brief feud 
between the two men. The 
Chelsea forwards internation¬ 
al career looked to be over 
when he declined to travel to 
Albania for Wales’s final 
European championship 
qualifier in November, but 
Gould made it dear yesterday 
that there are no ill-feelings. 

“I haven't spoken to Mark 
and he’ll find out that he’s in 
the squad when he reads his 
name on Teletext." Gould 
said, “but as far as I'm 
concerned, everything else 
that has happened is water 
under the bridge ’ 

The 17-man squad — 
another name will be added 
before the players fly to Rome 
on January 21 — contains eight 
of the team that drew 1-1 in 
Tirana, induding Mark 
Fembridge, who scored the 
Wales goal in that game, who 
has missed Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day's past nine matches with a 

foot injury. He is expected to 
recover in time. 

In addition to Hughes, sev¬ 
en of the players who were 
forced to withdraw from the 
game in Albania are named in 
the party. Three of them — 
Adrian Williams, of Reading, 
Kit Symons, of Manchester 
City, and Chris Coleman, of 
Blackburn Rovers — are cen¬ 
tral defenders, while the oth¬ 
ers are Barry Home, Gary 
Speed. Ian Rush and Nathan 
Blake. Rush scored the only- 
goal when Wales and Italy last 
met. in Bresda in 1938. 

There is one new face, 
Darren Ward, the Notts Coun¬ 
ty goalkeeper, who will under¬ 
study Neville Southall. 
“Andrew Marriott's playing 
for Wrexham that week and 
I’ve seen Danny Coyne at 
Tranmere." Gould said. “I 
wanted to have a look at 
Darren.” However. Eric 
Young, of Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, and Gareth Tay¬ 
lor. of Crystal Palace, are only 
in die standby pool erf eight, 
while there is no place at all 
for Ceri Hughes, the Luton 
Town midfield player. 

Gould also revealed that the 

N Souths! (Evertoh). □ Wart (Notts 
County). A WtBarns (ReecSnq), K 
Symons (Manchester City), A MeMte 
fSundertmd). S JanMns (Hudderefteid 
Town). M Bowen (Nonmcti City). D 
PhflBpa (NoHincfiam Forest). B Hams 
(Barton), M Pembridga (Sheffield 
Wednesday), G Speed (Leeds Unted). 
M Hughes (Chelsea). D Saunders 
(GataCasaray), N BWca [Baton Wander¬ 
ers). R Giggs (Manchester Unted], I 
Rush (Lrvwpoof), C Coleman (Black- 
bun Rovers). 

game had been hurriedly ar¬ 
ranged. “I hadn't anticipated 
this fixture, but the Italians 
sent us a fax over Christmas 
offering the game," he said. 
“When I received it, i sounded 
out the players and they 
wanted the game to go ahead. 
In fact when I told Barry 
Horne last night his eyes lit 
up and that shows how much 
our players will value this 
opportunity.” 

Part of the deal struck with 
the Italians is that they will 
make a return visit to the 
Principality within the next IS 
months — possibly shortly 
before they pfay England in 
the World Cup qualifiers. 
Gould also announced that hi5 
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Dominant 
Best helps 
W Indies 
put rest in 
perspective 

From Mel Webb 

IN SHARJAH 

side would be meeting another 
Mediterranean nation in 
March and playing Switzer¬ 
land away in April 

One problem for the Welsh 
manager might be another 
spate of withdrawals, the 
game coming the week before 
the fourth round of the FA Cup 
and with any Coca-Cola Cup 
fifth-round replays scheduled 
for January 25. but Gould is 
hopeful that his plans will not 
be unduly hit 
• TYn sure some managers- 
might be reluctant to release 
their players before the FA 
Cup. but 1 hope they under¬ 
stand my position." Gould 
said. “It’S officially an interna¬ 
tional week after alL If our 
game was against another 
side, it would be a different 
kettle of fish, but I think I 
should be given the chance to 
take my players to play what is 
one of the very best sides in the 
world. 

"It will be a great opportuni¬ 
ty for the players, a great 
platform, because yew don’t ; 
get much bigger than Italy; 
but it’s just as important for 
me because I warn to get to 
know the players better." 

TWO DAYS to go. and the gap 
between West Indies and die 
other three teams in the World 
Cricket Masters series here is 
widening into a potentially 
embarrassing chasm. The 
whipping boys yesterday were 
Pakistan, who .were tested 
then thoroughly bested by 
Best Carlisle Best, that is. who 
left them battered and hang¬ 
ing desperately cm to the ropes 
with a majestic 155 not out. 

Pakistan have been making 
their first appearance in -this 
limited-overs over-35 tourna¬ 
ment, and have proved that 
even cricketing senior citizens 
can still have things "to learn 
about the game. England de¬ 
feated them by 65 runs .in the 
first match of the tournament 
and West Indies gave them a 
116-run thumping yesterday. 

Zaheer Abbas and his men 
have managed-just one vic¬ 
tory. but smee ft was over 
India, that will almost be 
consolation enough. They 
could even do it-again when 
they meet in the third-place 
play-off match today. They 
may be playing only for hon¬ 
our, but. when these two come 
up against each other, honour 
is all that matters. 

The game yesterday was 
cast out of the same mould as 
the previous five. The bowlers 
were little more than spear- 
carriers, willing and ready to 
beetle off when the scene- 
stealers with bats fix- rapiers 
swaggered onto foe. stage. 

Not, mind you. that there 
was anything very rapier-like 
about Best’s tnrungs, which 
beat Graham Gooch* 144 die 
day before as the iimings of 
foe series. There is nothing 
very rapier-like about blud¬ 
geoned sums, of which there 
were eight as weO as .five 
fours, into parts of tiie stadium 
that other batsmen could not 
reach. 

Best, 36, was simply irresist¬ 
ible- He wanned up nicely in a 
friendly slugging match with 
Vivian Richards while they 
were adding 98 for the third 
wkket.- but. when Richards 
had gone, bowled by Zaman, 
he got seriously nasty. _ • 

His partner, the diminutive 
KalUcharran, batted with typi¬ 
cally impudent grace, but was 
left way behind by some 
brutal hitting by Best. The 
pair put on 161 in a mere 17 
overs, and Pakistan had the 
lock of piece-rate net bowlers. 

Zaheer said between in¬ 
nings that they would be going 
far victory, but his words bad . 
a hoflow ring. A flurry of early 
wickets, shared by Marshall 
and Moseley, had Pakistan 
toiling at 33 for four, and, from 
then, some gende and almost 
patronising bowling was the 
main reason fix Pakistan get¬ 
ting as dose to the target as 
they did. 

EMJSLBGH MSURANCE LEAGUE: 
ThW *iWon: GtoMfam 3 Chester 1; 
Scarborough 1 Bam* 1. 
AUTO WINDSCREENS_SHELfta«r- 
tar-finals: Souttwn section: ftiharn 1 
Bristol Raws 2 <aet score aSar 80 
ndnutes 1-1; Bristol Ftarera win on (ha 

ReihBrtariTlkiraln i: Yortt i Notte 
County a 
VAUXHALL CONffiRENCE Ktftering 2 
Ktorthwk*2. . 
TB4NSCTS SCOTTISH CUP: Second 
round rtesiwBiechh 0 dyde 0 (Aban- 
doned after 95nwi). 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Premier 
Droatan: PwtfcJc TWsOs 0 FcdkirV 3; Rath 
flows 1 Cage a Rwt jWaton: Ctyda^ 
bankl AWrto 1 OundeeOIXncteo United 
> St Johnstone 6 Greenock Morton T. 
Postponed: Dumbarton v Dunternttw- 
Sec2nd Addon: fete OEaSRaZ 
Poteponad: Ayr v Oytfe TWrt cMrion: 
Comtenbatfi 1 Baa SMng 4 Pod 
poniit Ateion Ftowre v Catedortan 
Ttete&ectenvARa 
BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Ififfiand 
dwfcstafi: Bridgnorth 3 Evesham 1; 
Rofrwea 2 Bodworft&C> Madera Cug 

lynrt £ Cheltenham 3 Grestey 3. 
JOS LEAGUE: Prmtior dMsfarr A*tas- 
bury 1 St Afcans 1. Brat (Moore 
BawngnoheOAbrnoclan Town Ol Carton 
Cup: Second round: Walton end 
Horsham 1 Kingstonten 3 TWrt round: 
Aktanhot Town 2 Bognor Regis 2 
(AWanhot v«in 5-3 on pens); Tooling and 
tftcham 1 Sutton Urtted 3. Carton 
Trophy: TMrt round: Ware 3 Hemal 
Hempstead 1 (aaQ; IMwerhoe 5 ChaBorn 
St Pater 1. 
PONbNS CENTRAL LEAGUE: Hret 
dMaion: Boton 1 Nottingham Forest 1: 
Barton 0 Manchester Otd 1. Second 
dMstan: Barnslav 1 Coventry 2; Grtmsby 
1 Smdertandl. 
UNBOND LEAGLfe Premier dhriatair 

Hyde Z Marine 2 Wton a Un«* Cup: 
Second round reptey: Cuzon Ashton 0 
Ashton 2. 
nSH IEAGIB: CoceCote Cup; FM 
round, MI&aBaBfCbiaZPoitaiicmt 1; 
CBtarekia 2 Bangor 0; DHtary 0 LteHd 
4; Omagh 0 CfeomAa 1. Postponed: 
Bafiymana v Crusaders; Lame v Ante 
Newryv Gtontoran. FM round, second 
leg: GtenaMon 3 Carrfck 0 (egg: 6-1). 
BANKSTS BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier 
dvMon Cup: Ouarterfnate: Stourport 2 
Wwteesaetd Z Postponed: Weaffekls v 
PeteiVaa. 
COt/BMED COUNTES LEAGUE: Pfa- 
mtar dhrWorc Famham 1 Wesffleid a 
Postponed: Mawhsn v Goddrrtng and 
Gu#5ort;VI<Sng Sports vBedtanL . 
GREAT MLLS LEAGUE: Premier <S- 
tedorc; Odd Down 1 Paiiten 4. Post¬ 
poned: Bristol ■ Manor. Farm v 
CHppenham. 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTES 1£A^ 
GUE Premier dMakn Woodbndge 2 
Watton a Postponed:- Rptree y 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Ast dh 
vision: Andover 0 VWmboms 2. Post, ~ 
paned: BoumemOuBt v Eastleigh; 
Swanage and Harston v Chrtodwch. 
Cup: Tntcham 1 BroctanhuraZ 
MMBTVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dwUon: Btedaswada 2- 
HteSald OL CBrian/MdCanSeBulchera 
Ct^x Thkd round, tat lag: Toddhigton 4 
Harpenden 0. 
NORTH WEST COUNTES LEAGUE: 
Hret - dMatoife'. NewcssUe Town 2 
Eastwood Hanley l. 
UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE:' 
Host rMrioic Peacehaven and - 
Tafecombe 5 Horaham YMCA 0. 
VflNSnetfiEAD K04T LEAGUE: Hret - 
dfcWon: Ttamaamaad 2 Beckenham 2. - 
FA YOUTH CUP: ThWrourv*Bte£*twm 
0 Tranmere 2. 

- FOOTBALL 
M&affminfBestated ■ 
AVON MaURANCECOMBMMlCN: Hret 
div wfarcQuwns Petit Rmjwsv Litton (a 
Harrow Borough PC. 7JC9- 
PONRNS cenRAL LEAGUE: Hret «*■ 
vfdon C7JJ): Leads v STwffirfd Utd (fit 
HaBw Town PCf. Ltepoot v stoke (at 

^ouBovtFC). 
MTHARPLAGER CUP: Hret round: 
□unddk v Drogheda 
^WSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Ffcst «fr 
vfciorc Touon v Bamerton Heaih- 
FA YOUTH CUR Thfcd round: Wtakteg a 
West Ham. 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Planter 
League undent 8 Trophy. Nortwnberiand 
v.Wnt YortaNra (at Marpteh Tom 6.45) 
London Pear Trophy: Newham v Bwkhg 
(McMtan Stadium, R0». StttSofc Gate 
undar-16 flnat Sudbury Upper v Bungay 
High School ftnaich, 13D). 

OTHER SPORT 
TABLE TENMS: OMrate quafi TENNE3: Olynattc quaSt^ng 

i fftyne* Arena. MairtMM). 
SQUASH: QM nrtonel chanroouttea 
gdtfjaatonPtfarrCkttx Bterteghatri). 

Agree 
0345 48 4S 11 
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aI blUes Selectors leave out Logan but ignore calls for return of Chalmers 

Scotland stand 
MWH FftPMflH 

by Townsend 
against Ireland 

rugby union 
the hSFJEE* ^yed loyal to 

matehto X « for the 0ret 
=Ci„^ 

'SLmk'DubUn °n ^aturday 

gSissjfflassi 
cSenS1,forthe^™0f 

has been 
oSl£L,^Je Sectors can 
°tuy hope that their loyalty is 
.nol nroplaod, and th«Z£ 

te^ybrauseofiI,jury’wfli 

rhlljf,? other enforced 
^jange. the recall of Ian 
Snuth, of Gloucester, after the 
wjury to Stuart Reid, and one 
change that was anticipated, 
the naming of Doddie Weir at 

m place of ^tt Murray. 
Murray, who, Weir, can 
Piny in the back row, is among 
the replacements. 

After accepting that playing 
Italy without a recognisei 
goalkicker was a mistake, one 
that the selectors felt cost them 
the chance of victory. Scotland 
have picked Michael Dads, 
the best person available in 
the circumstances. However, 
where to accommodate the 
Northampton player was the 
subject of considerable discus¬ 
sion during a lengthy selection 
meeting on Monday night 

Dods. who. along with 
Townsend, stood out for 
Northampton against Bath in 
the Pilkmgton Cup match 

By Mark. Sooster 

before Christmas, was almost 
picked at full bade, where 
Rowen Shepherd has keen 
given another chance. Having 
performed well on the right 
wjng against Western Samoa 
in the autumn, he now switch¬ 
es across to displace Logan, 
who half expected his demise. 
Logan has lost some of his 
ebullience and, according to 
Jim Telfer. the chairman of 
selectors, needs to regain his 
appetite for the game. 

Telfer hinted that the media 
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attention enjoyed by the Stir¬ 
ling County player, who. like 
Chalmers, writes a high-pro¬ 
file newspaper column and is 
constantly in demand for pub¬ 
lic appearances, had turned 
his head; however, he denied 
that it was a factor in either 
players* absence from the side. 

Chalmers’s outspokenness 
has not gone down well at 
Murrayfield. where he is re¬ 
garded as a shop steward of 
the squad. In retaining, in his 
place, Gregor Townsend at 
standoff half, alongside Bry¬ 

an Redpath, Telfer said that 
the half backs should be given 
a chance to show their flair, 
something that they were not 
able to do against Italy 
because of the poor quality of 
possession. 

Much will depend an 
Townsend as a playmaker. He 
will have the advantage of a 
solid, if unspectacular, mid- 
field beside him. and wings 
and a foil back who have 
ability and pace. 

Teller lauded the defensive 
qualities of the back division 
'in general, and Soott Hastings 
in particular. Hastings was 
described as the best defensive 
outside centre in Scotland. He 
is there because, against Ire¬ 
land at Murrayfield and 
France in Paris last February, 
Scotland leaked two tries 
through the outside centre 
channel. "He is a good influ¬ 
ence in organising defence, 
and the responsibility of out¬ 
side centre is far greater than 
any other position in the back 
division.” Telfer said. 

Weir's presence was inevita¬ 
ble to counter the threat of 
Neil Francis in the lineouL 
Weir has been distracted re¬ 
cently by his impending move 
to Newcastle and all that it 
implies in terms of contracts 
for dub and country. He went 
an as a replacement against 
Italy and should respond to 
the challenge posed by Ire¬ 
land. Damian Cronin and 
Peter Walton were considered, 
but discounted because of 
their lack of match fitness 
after injuiy. Scotland will be relying on the defensive qualities of Hastings in Dublin 

Victorious Exiles have nowhere left to roam 
Scottish Exiles.34 
South of Scotland..9 

By Mark Souster 

IF THIS is the end of .the Scottish 
inter-district rugby union champion¬ 
ship. at least in its present form, and 
thus the final curtain for the Scottish 
Exiles, then at least they departed 
with the perfect riposte to those who 
have engineered their demise. Hie 
Exiles duly retained the much- 
maligned championship by convinc¬ 
ingly beating the South of Scotland at 
Richmond yesterday. 

The grand plan for the future of 
Scottish rugby, both domestically 
and in Europe, does not indude the 
Exiles, who. since their creation in 
tiie early 1980s, have been an 
invaluable source of talent for Scot¬ 
land. Tun Telfer. the Scottish Rugby 
Union’s director of rugtnr. insists that 
there must be a future for them, but. 
as yet cannot quite see how. Nor can 
Alistair McHarg, their manager, 
who is far more pessimistic. With no 
shop window, the players who quali¬ 
fy for Scotland will be lost 

Tdfer.whowas at Richmond, said: 
“I don’t know what the answer is, but 
1 would like fo think tiiere will still be 

some contribution they could make. 
The Exiles are an integral part of the 
Scottish set-up." 

The game, which should have been 
a showpiece finale, was undermined 
by withdrawals from both camps, 
which sums up just how little a 
priority foe championship is for 

. players, despite being the Kkely route 
into Europe and foe Scotland team. 
Still, there were a few internationals 
on view, with Hilton. Peters. Walton 
and Cronin, for the Exiles, opposing 
foe likes of Joiner, Weir and Hay. 

Laing and Welsh traded penalty 
goals in the first quarter before 
Dixon scored foe first of his two tries 

for foe Exiles after a break by Wynn. 
Laing converted. The South relied 
heavily on Weir for possession at the 
front of foe lineout and he did not 
disappoint, but, for foe most part, 
they were fighting a rearguard 
action. 

Leading 106 at halftime, the 
Exiles scored three more tries in foe- 
second half, the first by Aaron James, 
the Wasps centre, who linked well 
with his forwards. Patterson scam¬ 
pered over for the next and Dixon 
added his second after Wynn again 
had made foe initial break. 

Hie victory was the Exiles* eighth 
in a row spanning two seasons. 

Telfer presented foe cup to Eric 
Peters, but foe celebrations were 
understandably a little flat 
SCORERS: ScoOtafr Extea: Trial Onon (2). James. 
Petrason. Comet slows: Laing (4). Panafty goals; 
Laing (2) South: Pmlty goals: Welsh (3). 
SCOTTISH EXILES: A Km IMoeetey). M Kemp 
(London Scottish), I Wynn (Orrall), A Jamas (Wasps). 
G Smith (OneU); S Long (in&tomansl. D PeOaraon 
Mfea Hartlepool); D Union (Baft), L MMr (London 
Scottish), M Stewart (Biadiheaihl, P Walton 
(Newcastle), D Cronin (Bourges). K Stewart (Carcflfl). 
I Doom (Bristol), E Peters (Baft, captain) Mar 
replaced by D Mc&nin (London Scottish. 7Turin). 
SOUTH. GABchinson (Kotoo): C Joiner (Melrose), S 
Nichoi (SeMrfc). D Grant (Ha*ck). K Suddon 
(HawicW; S Welsh (HaweJs), K Held (Hawick); G 
Isaac (Gala). J Hey (Hawick). S McColm (SetorM, S 
Benner (Kelso). R Brawn (Metaee). G Weir 
(Melrose). K Armstrong (Jod-Porest), H Kirkpatrick 
(Jeri-Fama, captain) Brown replaced by l BBot 
(Hawtek. 2Bmln). 
Referee: J Fleming (Scotland). 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA)- Cter- 
ore 92 Toronto 91: Atlanta 104 Sacramento 
88. New York 98 Boston 93: Orlando 9G 
r*ew Jersey W. San Antonia 88 Houston 82; 
Indiana 91 Dates 84: Saatda CTMlwaukae 
32 LA Cuppers ICS Phoenix 100; Golden 
Sare 109 Vancouver 103: LA Lata* 106 
Minnesota 104 

CRESTA RUN ~~ 

ESCALANTE CUP: 1. C Mumerrftator 
lSm=) 2mn 0328sec; Z C Kopp (Switz) 
2 04 03. 3, S Fbegger (Garl 204 67. 

_CRICKET_ 

SYDNEY; Tour msfch (oteday): Wesf 
triians 243-5 (R I Holder 80 nol out, S C 
WTuans 57). Australia A 243* (13 S Blwefl 
35. 5 B Waugh 50) Australia A won ty 6 

H>S 
HARAflE.- Tour motor (final thread 
England Under-19 278 and SXVLTcfcc [M 
Wood T9. D Sales A®; Mashooaiand 
Under-Si 143 and 80-4. Match <*swi 
SHARJAH: World Crkdto Meator^W^ 
inaes H 2933 (45 mere. C BasMSB not 
-»* A KalhchaTan 56 ncti out. IVA Richards 
apSSlTM INtttBMi 51 not 
sir,), v.esi indies won ty 118 ius_ 

football ~~ 

Anglo-itaHan Cup 

Semi-final 
FOSSA IB) 0 CB9*A (ffl 0 

{XL Cessna w?-> unpaid 

SPANISH CUP: Third round, fite leg: 
xieSKO Madnd 1 Eje«1- - . 
PORTUGUESE CUP: Rrthrowx* 

2 Boawsta 1: Academaa 2 Martimo 

; ICE HOCKEY 

lutanders 3 Chicago 
Anahcfa 2: HarttoreTS 

)0 3; PtHaddptna 2 
5 Edmonton 1. 

MOTOR RALLYING 

GRANADA TO DAKAR RALLY: Tenth 
stage [B MreU to HcW: Cars 1, A 
Vafanan (Hn, CBroao) fihr Ww iSsaaZ 
J-P Fart^iay (Fr, MtefttahA at 2min llsec; 
3, H MasuokaMapsn, MltensH) at 435: A 
P Lanjgue (Fr, Cftroen) at K3&; 5, P 
Wamborgue (Fr. Cttmen) 1828. Motor- 
cyclBK 1, D Tit* (X. Caghra) 7hr 14mln 
2uo>c; z E Ortofi (h, Yamaha) el Imki 
22esc 3. C EequkoF (ft, CM(va} at 209:4, 
J Anxmns (Sp, KTm) at 214; 5, C S0W0 
(^3. KTM) a 2124. Ovecafl posMone: 
Care: l, lartfeua 44hr ISFNn tXfeac; Z 
Wambeigue at 54mln 32sec; 3. Matajote at 
lhr 38mffi 50aec: a, Vatanan et 1:4228; 5, 
Fontenay al2D4rtO. Motoreydas: 1. Orion 
49:1640: 2. Arcarom at 42min 34eac; 3, 
TroB at 5123; 4. EsaJrot at 3tr 21min 
43bbc; 6, Sotelo at 35224 

NORDIC SKIING T 

Deuchar (Aus) and J Howert 6-5, 6-4,34 
6-5. HneL Bray and Gwxflrg far Wood and 
PhBps 6-2 0-4, 6-2 6-1. 

RIFLE SHOOTING 

TFENTHAM: Now Zealand champlon- 
ehlpK Queen's prt» (300 yerdt); equal 1. 
C Mated fLMRA)_and G BeBngar (NZ) 
50.0BPB). after MWe N Bei 50.a N 
BraaJw 505, J Scofate 50.3. Armada Cup 
(300 yards amregae): 1, K Meade (NZ) 
10016, 5 Bm 100.14. 800 yards belt 
series: equal 1, G Cam (LMHA) and G 
BtOnuarim 50 ia Ball 50.7. > Coley 
50.7, S Oarit 50 5. R Aiken 505. R Bette 
505. 900 yards: 1. R Mayston (NZ) 50.9; 
11. Ball 50 7._ 

RUGBYLEAGUE 

STONES CHAMPKJNSHP: Second Or 
vtatan; Charley 40 htghteld 14 

RUGBY UNION 

Zambia 3 piboui 0; Cameroon 2 Estonia 1; 
Bulgaria 3 Botswana 0; Togo S Cn^3 0. 
MELBOURNE: Men's tournament First 
rouwe Y KeUnto* (Russ) bt R Krapcak g) 6-3.6-4; J Courier (US) fctf W Fan elm 

6-1,36.6* A Agassi (US) bl P Rater 
I 7-6. 3-7, 7-6; MOwng (US) ta S 
*8 (9te) 6-a 6-7.6-4 

AUCKLAND: Men’s tournament Second 
round: J Now* fC3 bl S PescosoBdo p) 
32, 33: G Forger (Fr) MF CtawB (Sp) 33, 
6-4: M Whstwigtan (US) bt M Qairm (Cz| 
6-3, 34; JYzags (Pern) blT Enqvtet (Sue) 
7-5.34. 

lift Sheehan on bridge 

By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

If you know that you can give your partner a ruff, when you do 
so, you should indicate which suit you would like him to return. 
Hie standard agreement is foal, if you play a high card in foe 
suit that partner is ruffing, you would like a return in foe higher 
ranking of the other two suits (trumps are excluded) and vice 
versa. However, sometimes, a player giving a ruff is unsure 
which suit to request Have a look at how the player getting the 
ruff helped his partner on foe hand below: 

Dealer North Love all Pairs 
*Q874 
*10 
♦ AB63 
♦ KQ7 5 

_SQUASH_ 

SSL CUP: first round: Bromley T»im 1" 
^Stodferotot^Lh^Bdd^amtoj^ 

:'Hans a Poritotact 0 Jim .-Ha* Spots 
Nonhem 3; Sonia Strings Swansea 1 
Ogmore V&fey Dragons Z Laedan 1 PhUSps 

-Vwidows CMche8fr2: Cannons Oub tye; 

HOBART: Women's tournament Second 
round: A Sugiyaina (Japan) bt K Gooridga 

REAL TENNIS 

■Bsmtem Broom bya 

TENNIS - ~ 

DAVtS CUP: Euro/Attean Zone: Group 
throw Intend 3 Cyprus 0 (S Baron bt A 
Mcrtadakte 32. 31. O Casey W A 
Phpwnlchaa&t, 34; Casey and fColhs 
bt MottedaMe and D Lsontfis 32 rat): 
Monaco SGraace 1; Moldova 2 Cyprus l; 

(Aus) 7-5. b t J Wiesnai (Austria) bt A 
EBwood (Aus) 7-5. B-4; M Encb (Japan) bt L 
Ghlra*«uBbl (Ft) 33.33 

POOLS DIVIDENDS 

UTREWOODG: Trabte etenoe: 24p» 
£246^6,23 E9 75. Four draws: Cl .00. Ton 
homes: 537,45 H» oways (paid on tour 
GOffBcSJ EB3J5&. 
VERNONS: Treble chance: 24pQ £7335, 
23 E3 45. Ten homes: E48JJ0 Hue sways: 
£562 00. 
ZETTERS: Trebta chance: 24pts E26 60, 
23 £080 (two dividends only). Easy ate 
E49 00 For draws: £1 60. Eight tames: 
£8.30 Pour ways (paid an arts correct) 
El.10 Goals gaiora (paid on 161 goals) 
E2-05. Lucky numbers: 2718 3611433. 

*96 

V975 

«KQ 
4ABB642 

W'i-E VAK8642 

VC *10974 Z 

LjLd *- 
4AKJ10S 

VQ J3 

3J6 
3 J 10 3 

5 
rA TOY 

9PM TONIGHT 
and every weekday 
2 WHiRS OF FACT PAtSKED, WGH SPfflB, HI-TB5H THJEVtSIOIL 

CHANNEL 

EXP10H YOUR WORLD 

Depth Weather 
(cm) Concfitiora Runs to (5pm) Last 

L U Fete Ofl/p resort °C snow 

ANDORRA 
Soideu .25 90 good powder le*r sun -2 10/1 

(B'xceHent skang afier fresh snowfaS; 19 of 21 lifts open) 

AUSTRIA 

Obergurgl 75 J15 good waited good fins -1 8/1 
(Good snowcover in all areas but very windy) 

St Anton 15 160 fab heavy worn fine 1 6/1 
(Pistes showing signs of near ; soma aR/wnoon slush) 

FRANCE 
Avoriaz 105 130 good varied good cloud 0 7/1 

(Good snow and slang above 1,500 metres; no queues) 

Chamonix 25 215 good varied tab wind 0 6/1 
(Highest runs dosed by strong winds; skiing BtH good) 

Va] Thorens 80 120 fair varied fair snow -1 IGfl 
(Mixed conOSons wflh hsrd-paeted snow, ice and powder) 

ITALY 
Cervmia - 60 270 good powder good snow 1 10/1 

(Continuous snowtaW: axcstenl snow bur poor wsttuffty) 

SWITZERLAND 

Arose 40 50 fair varied some fine 0 8/1 
(AX. 7fi Bits open by noon after high wirdff in momfog) 

C Montana 10 120 ■ worn varied closed cloud 5 7/1 
(Pistes below 2,000 me/iss worn with bare patches) 

Verbier 85 120 fair heavy some doud 0 7/1 
(&90)«Ue moguls up wp; 25 of 38 fifts open) 

Zermatt 10 120 fair varied art snow 2 7/1 
(Wind BSJOSfhg many icy patches; ie of 36 Bfti open) 

Source: Ski Club of Great Britain. L - lower slopes; U - upper 

Contract Four Spades by South 

South arrived in Fbur Spades 
after North had opened One 
Diamond and East had over- 
called Two Hearts (Weak), ■ 
supported to the three level by 
West East - West wane Nflson 
and Hallberg, the Sweden 
international pair. West hit on 
foe imaginative lead of foe ace 
of dubs. What should East 
discard on this trick? 

East found the excellent 
play of the king of hearts. East 
could see that, if West had the 
queen of hearts. East could put 
him in with a heart to get a 
second club ruff: but, if West 
held the queen of hearts, he 
would be nervous of playing a 
high club on the second found 
of the suit, in case East 
underled foe ace of hearts and 
enabled South to score the 

Lead: Ace of Clubs 

king. By discarding theking of 
hearts. East made it clear to 
West that he could request a 
heart return if he had the 
queen. If East had had A K Q 
of hearts, he would have 
discarded the queen so that 
West could ask for a heart 
return holding foe jack. 

Good play, to no avail. As 
West could nor even beat 
dummy's ten of hearts, there 
was never any danger of an 
accident He continued with 
the two of dubs at trick two 
and East-West held foe con¬ 
tract to ten tricks, like every¬ 
one else. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 

By Philxp Howard 

C Montana 

MtTTASE 
a. A Muslim law 
b. Aneraymt 
c. An old Burmese coin 

HAMAMEUS 
a. Hornet’s “honey" 
b. A tree-nymph 
c. A yellow shnib 

Nippy 
a. A lobster 
b. A waitress 
c. A pickpocket 

HEVEA 
a. A rubber tree 
b. An equine fever 
c The Spartan greave 

Answers on page 42 
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Lord moves Gay expects 
to protect transfer 

the insecure to promote 
roots of England 

paid game prospects 
By Philip Webster By Oun Sports Staff 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

RICHARD GAY. the torn 
A NATIONWIDE survey of England rugby league f 
rugby union dubs has found a back, believes that his move 
widespread desire to retain Casdeford wfll promote 1 
amateurism in the game, it international career. T 
will emerge Today. In advance player, who yesterday sign 
of the special general meeting a three-year deal with t 
of foe Rugby Football Union dub, said: “I really think ti 
(RFU) in Birmingham on Sun- the move will give me 
day, which will deride foe new chance of international he 
chairman of foe RFU'X easecu- ours. J did not think H 
tive committee and foe degree were going anywhere, 
of support for open rugby, the “John Joyner and G 
comprehensive study had dis- tieford have given me ti 
covered anger among the opportunity to progress i 
grass-roots. career. Hopefully, my go 

Clubs were upset by the lack will include achieving int 
of consultation before the national honours." 
decision of foe International Gay, 26. who holds ti 
Rugby Fbotball Board, last England caps, believes ti 
August, to accept professional- his new side will be a force 
ism and a strong wish to the Soper League this su 
protect foe amateur game. men “I would say ti 

The survey has been con- Casdeford will go very wd 
ducted by Michael Lord, the he said. They have a fi 
senior Conservative MP and a players injured at present b 
Cambridge Blue. A fierce op- lam sure we will be a force 
ponent of professionalism, be reckoned with when t 
Lord wrote to 1,700 dubs in season starts.” 
England and received a good He joined Hull in 1989 frt 
response. He is to unveil the Hull Boys ARL In I 
results at a press conference at appearances for foe dub, 
Westminster today. scored 66 tries, mainly fix 

Lord is expected to daim full back. This season, he h 
that the survey backs his view scored ten tries from L3 s 
that the RFU should continue pearances brut has not play 
to run foe amateur game in since injuring a hanistri 
England, with the profession- before Christmas, 
als breaking away and form- Gay is ineligible to play 1 
ing their own union. Castiefoid's first team ti 

The special meeting, to season because his sign! 
which all dubs have been took place after the feag 
invited, will make key and Challenge Cup deadlini 
derisions an foe game's John Joyner, foe coat 
future. It will vote on a motion said: “Richard is a go 
tabled by Somerset calling for attacking full back with pic 
amateurism to be safe- ty of pace. It is a shame that 1 
guarded. cannot start with us this tei 

Lord's survey, based on but while we hope for a a 
hundreds of replies from club run, the Super League is nc 
officials, is understood to have league priority. Richard i 
found that junior dubs across creases my options, but 1 a 
foe country felt they had been well aware that oursquad si 
taken for granted and their needs further strengthening 
future not given proper □ Bradford Bulls have p 
consideration. Roger Simpson, their lor 

Lord, who scored two tries serving bade, up for sale 
as a centre in the University £60,000. The derision can 
match of I960, began the after a breakdown in tat 
survey after condemning pro- between the club and ti 
fessionalism and being dial- player regarding his future 
lenged to “do something about Odsal Stadium, where he al 
it”. works as a groundsman. 

His study has uncovered The Bulls intend to extea 
fears that dubs will poach players’ contracts to a fu 
players, that they will be fone basis for foe Sup 
unable to afford to pay play- League, which begins 
ers, that players will be unable March. Simpson, 28, join 
to have a career and at foe Bradford from Moldgm 
same time play top-class rug- foe amateur side, almost 
ty, and the belief that volun- years ago. He was selected I 
leers who keep the junior foe Great Britain tour to N« 
game going will be reluctant Zealand and Papua N< 
to work in order to pay foe Guinea in 1990 and play 
players. against Fiance last year. 

By Our Sports Staff 

RICHARD GAY, the former 
England rugby league full 
batik, believes that his move to 
Casdeford will promote his 
international career. The 
player, who yesterday signed 
a three-year deal with foe 
dub, said: “I really think that 
the move will give me a 
chance of international hon¬ 
ours. J did not think Hull 
were going anywhere. 

“John Joyner and Cas- 
tleford have given me that 
opportunity to progress my 
career. Hopefully, my goals 
will include achieving inter¬ 
national honours.” 

Gay, 26. who holds two 
England caps, believes that 
his new side will be a force in 
the Soper League this sum¬ 
mer. “1 would say that 
Casdeford will go very well," 
he said. “They have a few 
players injured at present but 
I am sure we will be a force to 
be reckoned with when foe 
season starts.” 

He joined Hull in 1989 from 
Hull Boys ARL In 184 
appearances for foe dub, he 
scored 66 tries, mainly from 
full back. This season, he has 
scored ten tries from L3 ap¬ 
pearances but has not played 
since injuring a hamstring 
before Christmas. 

Gay is ineligible to play for 
Castiefoid’s first team this 
season because his signing 
took place after the league 
and Challenge Cup deadlines. 

John Joyner, foe coach, 
said: “Richard is a good 
attacking full back with plen¬ 
ty of pace. It is a shame that he 
cannot start with us this term 
but. while we hope for a cup 
run, the Super League is now 
league priority. Richard in¬ 
creases my options, but I am 
well aware that oursquad still 
needs further strengthening.” 
□ Bradford Bulls have put 
Roger Simpson, their long- 
serving bade, up for sale at 
£60,000. The derision came 
after a breakdown in talks 
between the dub and foe 
player regarding his future at 
Odsal Stadium, where he also 
works as a groundsman. 

The Bulls intend to extend 
players’ contracts to a full- 
time basis for the Super 
League, which begins in 
March. Simpson, 28, joined 
Bradford from Moldgreen, 
foe amateur side, almost 11 
years ago. He was selected for 
foe Great Britain tour to New 
Zealand and Papua New 
Guinea in 1990 and played 
against Prance last year. 

Keene on chess 

By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Hastings wrap-up 
I conclude my coverage of the 
Hastings Centenaiy tourna¬ 
ment with another win by 
grandmaster Tony Mfl.es. His 
combative style always en¬ 
sures that games involving 
him will be frill of interest, 
whatever the result 

In tins, match, Julian Hodg¬ 
son. the former British cham¬ 
pion, attempts to ding to the 
gambit pawn in the Queen’s 
Gambit Accepted. 

Thwarted in this initial am¬ 
bition, he consoles himself 
with the creation of two con¬ 
nected passed pawns on the 
queen’s flank, but White's 
overall control afterram in the 
centre leads to the win of a 
pawn and a convincing vic¬ 
tory, while Black’s passed 
pawn remain in a state of 
blockade. 

White: Tony Miles 
Black: Julian Hodgson 
Hastings Premier 
January 1996 

Queen’s Gambit Accepted 
1 Nf3 d5 
2 d4 c6 

3 c4 dxc4 

4 e3 b5 
5 a4 ed 

6 &cdb5 cxb5 
7 b3 854+ 

8 Bd2 BWJ2+ 
9 NbxdS aS 

10 bxc4 b4 
II NeS m 

12 Qa4+ N107 

13 cS 0+) 

14 Nee4 Nt6 
15 Bs2 Nd5 

By Raymond Keene 

White to move. This position is 
from the game Gufetd — PI as ken. 
Hastings Premier. 1986. Janies 
Plashes is one of Great Britain's 
most enterprising grandmasters, 
but here, be is on die receiving end 
of a combination .from Eduard 
Gufeld. the well-known chess 
grandmaster and raconteur. White 
to play and win. 

Sobztion on page 42 

IB EH3 
17 Qc2 
18 Nd6 
19 N2C4 

20 00 
21 ftfcl 
22 Nxc4 
23 Qb3 
24 g3 
25 Kg2 
26 Rc2 
27 Rw5 
28 Nxa5 
29 Rxc3 
30 Qxto8+ 
31 Ob7 
32 Cbea7 
33 Qxe6 
34 Qjd5+ 
35 Qf7 + 
36 Qf8+ 
37 Bd5 
38 Kxhl 

Bd7 
Bb5 

Ba6 

Nc6 
Qc7 

Bxc4 
Nce7 

Ra7 
Rb8 
h6 
Nc3 
Rxs5 

Qxa5 
bxc3 

Kh7 

(5 

c2 

clQ 

96 
Kh8 

Wl7 
CJh1 + 

EUacK resigns 

Diagram of final position 

Times chess book 
Improve your game with Ray 
Keene's book. The Times Win¬ 
ning Chess, published by 
Batsford ar £9.99 [credit card 
orders 01376 327901). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 

7/ 
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Champions’ prize in the hands of pot luck Never mind the game; what 
did you make of the 
trophy? A dedicated rug¬ 
by supporter who fol¬ 

lowed every kick and spit of the the 
Heineken Cup match last weekend 
between Cardiff and Toulouse just 
could not believe his eyes. "Did you 
see that?" he asked, as Emile 
NTamack. the Toulouse captain, 
hauled the trophy into the air to 
celebrate victory. “It’s _> 
the most bizarre thing ; 7.3 
I’ve ever seen. What i • 
kind of a cup is that?” /'fit 
Well, apparently it is hj 
the kind of cup that is .«! . 
worth £30.000. weighs |jj 
in at seven kilograms . 13_ 
and stands 50 ...; .**/ . 
ceniimerrcs high. . .jr. 
Somewhere in the de- :rJfrjf. 
sign are to be found a 
rugby ball, goalposts, a VjjVffSfi: 
star or two from the 
European Union flag 
and a strong dose of the Heinel 
Heineken logo. _ greett 

Would you. though. disbelie 
want it on your mantel- 
piece? Probably not, for 
the world of sporting cups, trophies, 
shields and medals is a strange, 
glittering and, ail too often, ghastly 
one. I blame the Victorians. A century 
and more ago. they were making 
desperate efforts to ring-fence their 
concept of the gentleman amateur. 
By mid-Victorian times, athletic con¬ 
tests were established on the pro¬ 
gramme of almost every town and 

Heineken Cup: 
greeted with 

disbelieving eyes 

village festival and celebration. Every 
event advertised prizes to pull in the 
contestants, and the only way to oope 
with this within the amateur ethos 
was to replace them with prizes that 
were purely honorary—cups, shields 

and medals. 
One of the curiosities of 19th- 

century trophies is that, whatever 
they looked like, they were almost 
always known as “cups", but there 

was often nothing that 
i.. .i could, even in theory. 

hold a liquid. In fact, 
m , . these “cups" were really 
■ il. free-standing and often 
I 1 7. ornate sculptures. Ear- 
r "T: ly commentators, par- 

ocularly on athletics, 
• V were disturbed when 

2* 7-these cups became the 
tar8ets of “pot-hunt- 
ers". and scandalised 
when the hard-won 
amateur prizes started 
turning up in pawnbro- 

n Cup: kers. 
I with The London Athletic 
rig eyes Club went as far as to 

introduce small golden 
"shields for watch 
chains as prizes, stating that they 
would be attractive to even the "most 
sordid of pot-hunters" — and proba¬ 
bly in the hope that such delicate 
trophies would not end up in the 
pawn shops. A surprising number of 
sporting trophies have, though, sadly 
ended up in thieves' kitchens — so 
many have been stolen that it almost 
ranks as a sport in itself. 

BRYANT’S 

The original English FA Cup. once 
described as a “modest silver bau¬ 
ble". was snatched from a shop 
window in 1895 and never recovered. 
There was quite an argument about 
whether ft should be replaced by 
something far grander, but, in the 
event, the FA derided on an exact 
replica, even down to die names 
engraved upon ft. 

The Ascot Gold Cup vanished in 
1907 from the Royal Enclosure while 
King Edward VII was in attendance, 
and it. too. was never seen again. 

The Lambton Cold Cup, which 
was awarded in 1924 on the spin of a 
coin after a dead heat, disappeared in 
1941. The Grand National Cup 
fallowed it in 1951 and the solid gold 
Derby Cup in 1955. The Schweppes 
Gold Trophy, a solid gold statuette of 
a horse and jockey, galloped into the 
unknown in 1963, and tile Queen's 
Trophy, awarded for Ascot'S King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
Stakes, followed it in 1977. 

The Rugby League Cup, an elabo¬ 
rately embossed trophy standing 2ft 
6in high, went missing from a 
Bradford hotel in 1970. It was found 
20 years later by a motorist who 
stopped by a roadside to answer a caD 
of nature. Most famous of all of 
course, is the small elegant, golden 
Jules Rimet Trophy, the football 
world cup. which was stolen in 
March 1966 and found just a wed: 
later by a dog called 
Pickles. Perhaps the de¬ 
signers of the Heineken 
Cup intended it to be so 
hideous to discourage 
potential thieves. 

Top sportsmen often 
betray a healthy indif¬ 
ference to the baubles 
of their victories. They 
are as likely to throw 
them into the back of a 
drawer as to dust and 
palish them every day. 
The work of art for 
them is the victory, not FA 
the silver-plated retai 
souvenir. dassii 

Ron Clarke, the 
multi-world record- 
breaking runner, who frustratingly 
missed out cm winning an Olympic 
gold medal, tells a wonderful story 
about Emile Zazopek. who won four. 
Clarke had visited the old Czech 
champion while racing in Prague. As 
Ik was leaving at the airport. Zaiopek 
pressed a small package into his 
hand with the instruction that he was 
not to open it until he had left the 

n 
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FA Cop: 
retained its 

classical look 

Del Boy insists that 
he is back on the 

straight and narrow 
Recent research has 

claimed that squash is 
the second most de¬ 

country. Clarke opened the parcel 
after rake-aft Inside was one of 
Zatopek's 10,000 metre Olympic 
golds, with a simple note to the man 
“who really deserved it". 

The Olympics have so for avoided 
allowing the names of sponsors to 
creep on to their medals, but nsmy 
cup and trophies exist primarily as a 
vehicle to push tft$ image of the 
sponsor or patron — particularly, as 

with die Heineken 
European Cup. when 
the event is televised. 

Sport, though, is 
nothing if not unpre¬ 
dictable. At a glittering 
edbihon of trophies, 
called Sporting Glory, 
at the Victoria and Al¬ 
bert Museum a couple 
of years ago. could be 
found a life-sire sculp 
ture of an eagle made in 
black marble. It was a 
special commission 

tzpc ordered by Adolf Hitler 
id its to celebrate the antiri- 
I look pa ted triumph of the 
_______ leading German 100 

metre backstroke 
swimmer at the European champion¬ 
ships in Magdeburg in 1934. 

The trouble was that the German 
did not win. This Third Reich 
example of the trophy-maker’s art 
aided up on the mantelpiece of one 
John Besford, a backstroke swimmer 
from Newcastle. 

John Bryant 

MARTIN BEDQALL 

Recent research has 
claimed that squash is 
the second most de¬ 

manding sport after boxing. 
The news will not come as a 
surprise to Del Harris, whose 
battered career could return 
neatly to square one at the QM 
national championships in 
Birmingham this week, nor co 
those who watched in despair 
as Harris, with the same 
calculated independence that 
characterises his squash, set 
about vandalising the future 
so neatly laid out before him. 

Harris was national cham¬ 
pion for the first time eight 
years ago when he was 18 and 
such a prodigious talent that 
the inevitable epithet, “the next 
Jonah Barrington", was more 
a statement of fact than an 
article of faith. Harris was 
champion at every level from 
under-12. played the profes¬ 
sional Sunshine Circuit in 
South Africa when he was 15 
and won the Drysdale. the 
equivalent of the Wimbledon 
junior championship, four 
times in a row. If seemed just a 
matter of time before the son of 
a professional footballer from 
Dedham, in Constable coun¬ 
try, became world champion. 

Then a funny thing hap¬ 
pened. The next Jonah disinte¬ 
grated and was reformed as 

Andrew Longmore on how the 

‘new Jonah Barrington’ of squash 

hit the wall before bouncing back 

Del Boy. the hard-drinking, 
hard-partying, couldn't-give- 
a-monkey's. Essex Tad. 
Squash? Who needs it? Hav¬ 
ing belatedly discovered life 
outside his four walls. Del Boy 
wanted to reclaim all those lost 
dosing times; and he did so 
with the vengeance of de¬ 
prived youth. 

What started as a slipped 
disc in the back, the first 
serious injury of his career, 
turned rapidly into a ruptured 
mind and a haemorrhaged 
career. Fitness went, discipline 
evaporated and a spiral of 
defeat, disappointment and 
self-perceived failure was trig¬ 
gered by a headlong dash for 
the traditional pleasures of the 
young and eligible. He also 
suffered a bout of Bell's Palsy, 
a viral infection, that para¬ 
lysed half of his face for three 
weeks. 

“I was still playing," Harris 
said, “but 1 was just going 
through the motions. If any¬ 
one had come along at thar 
time and offered me some¬ 
thing else, I would have taken 
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it [*d had enough." By Christ¬ 
mas 1992. Harris's athletic 6ft 
2in frame had ballooned to 15 
stone, earning him the nick¬ 
name Mr Blobby at the 
Lex den Squash Club, his 
home base, and his world 
ranking had sunk to the low 
30s. His friends tried to coun¬ 
sel him, without success. 

“He is very single-minded 
and he just wouldn’t listen." 
Dave Clarke, the dub pro and 
an old mentor, said. “He had 
to work it out for himself." 
Harris cannot recall the exact 
moment that he managed the 
calculation. Having to borrow 
money off his parents, having 
to qualify for tournaments for 
the first time since he was 17. 
the stark realisation that he 
was trained to do nothing else. 
All pointed the way back. His 
obstinacy and determination, 
forces of destruction in his 
dark days, did the rest 

"It wasn't easy because, 
though I was hitting the ball 
well. I had just forgotten how 
to win.” he said. “It was very 
frustrating. If I’d have lost a 
couple of matches along the 
way. I could have packed it 
in." Reaching two quarter- 
finals early in 1993 gave Har¬ 
ris the encouragement to train 
harder than ever through the 
summer and his confidence 
returned slowly with his fit¬ 
ness. Looking back now, Har¬ 
ris's strong face and measured 
tones betray a mixture of 
confusion and puritanical 
embarrassment. ‘ 

"l should have taken a break 
from squash, but I didn't want 
my ranking to drop." he said. 
“At the time. I was under quite 
a 1m of pressure because 
everyone was looking to me to 

j be the next world champion. I 
felt that most when 1 began to 

| * fail. That was when ail the 
expectations started to hit 

Harris, national squash champion at 18. aims to regain the title in Birmingham this week 

home and I though!. 'Hey. I'm 
a failure.' 

“Before, tiie game just came 
naiura!!>. I'd never go on 
court with a game plan Now. 
I chance my sfyJe » suit 
different players and 1 know 
what I’ve been through and 
why I'm doing it” 

Few. though, would hare 
expected Harris id crown his 

resurgence quite so emphati¬ 
cally. by readiing the final of 
the World Open in November. 
The manner of his defeat, by 
Jansher Khan, in four tight 
games and 101 minutes, con¬ 
firmed Harris’s place among 
the heirs to the great world 
champion. 

The national champion¬ 
ships. depleted by the with¬ 

drawal of Simon Parke, 
should hold no fears for the 
British No I. The spirit of Del 
Boy remains, but within rea¬ 
son. “I know when to have a 
drink and when not to,” he 
said. “I suppose I was rebel¬ 
ling really. I don't fed the urge 
to do that any more. I'm 
having a good time playing 
again." 
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Nicol aiming to spike 
the English challenge 

By Colin McQlujlan 
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ASSUMPTIONS that the QM 
national championships, that 
stan at Edgbaston Priory. 
Birmingham, today, would 
consolidate a new English 
hierarchy at the head of Brit¬ 
ish squash have been reduced 
in the men’s championship: 
first by the emergence of a 
Scot as top seed; and second, 
by the late withdrawal of the 
Simon Parke, the No 3 seed, 
because of appendicitis. 

The Scottish challenge, from 
Peter Nicol. 22 and No 4 in the 
world, could produce the first 

j British champion from north 
of the border since the event 
began as the British dosed 
championship in 1974. He was 
too good For the English at the 
Mahindra Challenge in Bora- 
hay. the last important tour 
event of 1995. 

Nicol is far from safe from 
surprises. Nidt Taylor, of 
Manchester, a finalist last 
year, is in his quarter of the 
draw, along with Mark 
Cairns, who many considered 
unfortunate to miss selection 
for the England squad thar 

won the world team champ¬ 
ionship Lt November. With 
Parke out. the scheduled semi¬ 
final opponent fer Nicol is 
Stephen Meads, who is trying 

to become the first man to 
successfully defend the title. 

The besom half of the men's 
draw is scheduled to produce 
a semi-final between Dei Har¬ 
ris and Mark Cra’cner, voted 
the Spurts Writers' Assoria- 
Iran's-ntr*Turrun* of the year. 

The women's field contains 
four former -champions, with 
Cassandra Jackman, the 
wrid No 4 and winner in 
1993. scheduled to piay a final 
against Suzanne Homer, the 
world Nob and winner in 
1994. Hona Geavts. the de¬ 
fending champion, is due for 
Jackman's semi-fmaL with 
Sue Wright, the champinn in 
1992. expected to meet Homer. 
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Answers from page-#/ 

MUTASE 

(b) Any mzyme thai brings 3bout a dismuutkm reaction, irum the Latin 
muiarv 10 change. “Aldehyde mutase brings about rite Cannizzaro 
reaction. Here, two motcujles of an akkrhyde umlcrpo an crajfo-reactkm.” 

HAMAMEL1S 
[q A shrub or small tree of the genus so called, which is native to Noth 
America and eastern Asia, belongs to the family Hamamefidaceae, and 
indudes several species bearing ydkiw flowers late in winter before die 
leaves appear, a witch-hazd. From the Greek for a medlar. The 
concentration Hamamclia is used for piles mostly in form of 
suppositories “ 

NIPPY 
fb) Formerly, a waitress m one of the restaurants of J. Lyons & Ca Ltd.. 
London, a Lyons tearoom. Because she was “nippy*' on ter fet-L “His 
hands nude our in front of him like a Nippy carrying a tray." 

HEVEA 
(a) A South American tree of the genus so called, bckxtguig to the family 
Euphorbiaeeae, and having milky sap that provides rubber, from hett. 
die French version of the native name in French Guiana. The exudation 
is known as hevea-laiex since Hevta brasilwnsis is only one of some four 
hundred plant species which elaborate jukes containing rubber." 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

I. R«6* KjgS; 2. Nc7* wins the black queen. 
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Social engineering and the Singapore girl 
Jb?^3^u bought it might 

§is*iCs 
ahmir ■ycL anouier film 
™ »* agencies. And vSy 
. L ? must be a good thui 

bodspuraang the search for tte 

dreamt of. New 
nf SS1-; •• "5V Britain --- new set of soaal problems. 

Pot Singapore turned out not to 
be Elysium after ail. Paradoxical¬ 
ly. just as we are all encouraged to 

look East. Singapore’s little prob¬ 
lem seems to stem from rather too 
much looking West, at feast by its 
young women. Singapore’s, 
women, we learned, are now 
educated, independent and 
ridt... which frightens the beck 
out of Singapore's men, who are 
also educated and rich but because 
of the housing system are often still 
living with mum and would like a 
wife cast in traditional. Far East 
mould. Those Singapore Girl air¬ 
line ads have a lot to answer for. 

But short of a couple of jumbo 
jets full of gorgeous, submissive 
air hostesses landing at Changi 
airport that just ain’t going to 
happen. What is going to happen 
is that the Singapore Government, 
which believes the family unit 
takes the place of a welfare system, 
has intervened to encourage its 
young people to get on with it “life 
will be lonely without a family — 
don’t leave it too late” warn the sort 
of television advertisements I cant 

wait to see in Britain. My particu¬ 
lar favourite was one discouraging 
over-pickiness about prospective 
partners: “Why not reality? You 
could wait a lifetime for a dream.” 
That son of pragmatic approach 
gets you into trouble at parties. 

rr 

M atrimonial policy is af¬ 
fected by the SDU. 
which is not something 

you get a nasty dose of but the 
Social Development Unit or, as it 
is unofficially known by its mem¬ 
bers. Single. Desperate and Ugly. 
The problem, it appears, is that 
Singapore's young women have 
imported only half the lifestyle of 
their Western counterparts and 
are stuck at the girls dancing 
round their handbags stage. 

They would rather die titan be 
bought a drink by a man and run a 
mile if a chap turns up for a first 
date without a chaperone. One girl 
even complained when, the day 
after returning from an SDU- 

Matthew 
Bond 

organised “cruise”, a shy young 
man (shyness is a big problem, 
apparently) plucked up the cour¬ 
age to ring her up. Was she 
grateful? She was not: “Far too 
soon.” Stakeholder or not, the shelf 
beckoned. 

At the end of Jenny de Yang's 
witty and enjoyable film, a pos¬ 
sible solution to all our ills occ¬ 
urred to me. If tiie Singapore 
Government could send someone 

over to show us tow to be rich and 
prosperous and have 100 per cent 
employment... well send them 
Cilia Black and a tanker full of 
Bacardi and Coke. 

Quite what the answers are to 
the problems presented in Christo¬ 
pher Hud'S disturbing film for 
Dispatches (Channel 4), only 
J.K. Galbraith knows... tot more 
of him later. Herd’s specific subject 
was the persecution of elderly 
people by children mounting sus¬ 
tained campaigns of harassment 
and abuse that, for the recipients at 
least, border on terrorism. 

But the council estates be had to 
visit to meet what one community 
policeman described as “the prey- 
ers and the preyed-upon” were 
already familiar. They were the 
same estates documentary makers 
have visited to make films about 
“joyriding”, single young mothers, 
stray dogs ana a host of other 
serious social ills. It was “under¬ 
class” time again. 

Based on the accounts of the 
besieged victims, bricks through 
windows are now old hat for 
young hooligans. These days ifs 
live rats through the letter box. fox 
heads in the gardens and dog 
muck smeared on handrails. 

Some will have found Hird's 
coaxing of the young protagonists 
distasteful but it worked — out of 
the mouths of lager-swilling, dead¬ 
eyed babes came the confessions. 
As for the reasons why, it was the 
normal toss-up between “she was 
doing my head in” and “it was 
something to do”. Infinitely 
depressing. 

I t was left to J.K. Galbraith to 
pull the strands of the evening 
together, as BBC2 continued 

its new year campaign to keep our 
brains up late with The Big Idea. 
If you didn't have a basic ground¬ 
ing in Keynesian economic theory 
you were in trouble with this one. 
Neither Galbraith nor his inter¬ 

viewer. Andrew Marr. compro¬ 
mised much for the layman and as 
I am someone who hung on by his 
economic finger-tips, my summa¬ 
ry should be treated with caution. 

Galbraith, it seemed, was in 
chipper mood — strikes in France, 
new Labour in Britain, even a 
swing back to the Democrats in 
America — things, he thought, 
were finally going his public sector 
way. That was the goto news for 
Tbny Blair, the bad news was that 
he thought there were no lessons to 
be teamed from the East. Enthusi¬ 
asm for eastern systems of familial 
support be described as a “won¬ 
derful way of escaping from 
selfishness”. 

But the excluded underclass had 
to be brought back into society and 
in thar gentle, almost hypnotic 
Canadian brogue. Galbraith 
described how. “Progressive in¬ 
come tax — one of the great 
civilising influences of all time.” 
It's the way he tells fern. 

6.00am 

7JtO BBC Breakfast (Ceefax) (29060324) 
9.10 KDray (a) (2106965) 

10-00 Nem (Ceefax) and weather (6196891) 10.05 Can’t 
Cook, Won’t Cook (s) (6343072) 

1030 Good Homing with Anne and Kick (s) (51850) 
•12.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (6489053) 12.05pm 

Pearne MM with guests James Whale and Roy 
Maraden (s) 19627459) 1230 Regional News and 
weather (13322614) 

1.00 One O'clock News (Ceefax) and weather (94481) 
1.30 Neighbours (Ceefax) (s) (64484140) 130 The 

Flying Doctors (Ceefax) (s) (1559614) 235 This te 
Your Life (i) (Ceefax) (s) (4645817) 

3.05 Timekeepers presenled by BA Dod (5851169) 
330The New Yogi Bear Show (r) (7770492) 33S The 

Morph Hies (s) (2199256) 330 Peter Pan and 
the Pirates (r) (Ceefax) (s) (1168904) 4»1D 
Highlander (Ceefax) (a) (5110607) 435 The 
Really Wiki Show (Ceefax) (s) (9115169) 

5.00 Newsround (Ceefax) (4573091) 5.10 The Demon 
Headmaster (Ceefax) (s) (7724782) 

535 Neighbours (r) (Ceefax) (s) (151679) 
6JD0 Six O’clock News (Ceefax) and weather (121) 
630 Regional News Magazines (701) 

7.00 Top of the Pops. (Ceefax) (s) (5091) 
730 EastEnders. (Ceefax) (s) (985) 
830 The Vet starring Suzanne Burden. Drama series set 

<n a Devon veterinary practice. Jennifer Hoft iswefl- 
accustomed to being treated as an outsider by the 

- locals, but when she tickles the Whttton dog 
‘ fightersshereaJises^sthowciangerDuecourTtryfifa 
■ can be. (Ceefax) (s) (487324) 

830 Animal Hospital Heroes. Rdf Harris reflects on 
some heartwarming stories from past visits to toe 
pets and vets of toe Harmsworto Hospital to 

London. With Steve Knight and Mari McHaffle. 
(Ceefax) (s) (541904) 

9.00 Nine O’clock News {Ceefax), regional news and 
weather (3985) 

930 French and Saunders. Dawn French and Jennifer 
Saunders with more comedy sketches and songs. 
They set their sights on Met Gibson's Holland epic, 
Braveheart Jennifer has a "Jackie 0"'day, while 
Dawn is transformed Into the likeness of the 
Icelandic singer Bjork. Patsy Keneit is fbdhardy 
enough to be their guest (Ceefax) (s) (10362) 

A painful choice tor the Stewarts (1030pm) 

10.00 | inside Story; A Peaceful Exit (Ceefax) 
' (S) (530782) 

1030 Question Time. David Dimbteby chare a pofecal 
debate with a panel of prominent public Agues and 
an invited aucfience (Ceefax) (9515256) 

1135 FILM: Pack of lies (1967). Television film starring 
EBen Burstyn, Teri Garr. Alan Bates, Ranald Hhes, 
Oanie) BenzaJi and Sammi Davis. The former 
warmth and trust in toe relationship between two 
suburban families begins to fa* apart when a 
sinister British intelligence agent enters their Iryes. 
Directed by Anthony Page. (Ceefax) (284817) 

130am Weather (2301183) 

6.00am Business and Worfc Nice Work (78695) 
730 Breakfast News (Ceefax and signing) (6440459) 
7.15 Lassie (3564237) 740 Teenage Mutant Hero 

Turtles fr) (7611492) 835 Blue Peter (r) 
(5671506) 835 The Record (s) (9855343) 9.00 
The Little Train .to Lynton (r) (81362) 930 
Seabrook’s Year (r) (94324) 1030 Ptaydays (r) (s) 
(6342343) 

1035 FILM: Belts of San Angelo (1947) starring Roy 
Rogers. A musical western directed by WBiam 
Witney (5865091) 11.40 The Fugitive (b/W) 
(1727898) 

1230pm Working Lunch (s) (96140) 1.00 MeMn and 
Maureen’s MusIo-a-Qrams (r) (s) (28238966) 

1.15Tree Top Raft. Scientists study toe Amazon'rain¬ 
forest from above (r) (1823695) 2.10 The Andrew 
NeA Show (S) (5888492) 

330 News (Ceefax) regional news and weather. 
Followed by Westminster with Nick Ross 
(Ceefax) (7518256) 335 News (Ceefax) (5574879) 

430Today’s the Day (s) (614) 430 Ready, Steady, 
Cook (s) (898) 

530Tte Oprah Winfrey 3how (7166256) 
5.40 The Sky at Night (r) (Ceefax) (s) (606004) 
630 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. An aken entity 

wreaks many mischief with toe station's computer 
(Ceefax) (s) (519256) 

&45They Who Dare. French freefall champ, Patrick 
Gayardon, defies gravity (s) (112701) 

730 Waiting tor God (r) (Ceefax) (s) (3633) 

730 First Sight A Poor Law (527) WALES: 730 Dad’s 
Army (527) 

The upe and downs of George Walker (p30pm) 

830 My BrflBant Career. George Walker, the former 
chief executive of toe leisure conglomerate Brent 
Walker, talks about toe fight to dew his name 
(Ceefax) (s) (9053) 

830 Jeremy Clarkson’s Motorworid. Clarkson visits 
• Cuba, home of toe rusting Cadfllac (Ceefax) (s) 

(8188) 
9-00 HH Traces of Gutt. (Ceefax) (s) 

nm (686614) 
930Potted Histories. Comedian Greg Proops reveals 

how to make your houseplants feel at home 
(Ceefax) (s) (202324) 

1030 Game On. Comedy series, (r) (Ceefax) (79527) 
1030 Newsnfght (Ceefax) (225508) 

11.15 Late Review (8) (199879) ' 
1135 Weather (368481) 
1230Midnight Hour (a) (89676) 
1230am-6.D0The Leanring Zone 
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Inside Story: A Peaceful Exit 
BBCI. lOJOOpm 
The case far euthanasia is put as forcefully as it could 
be by Jim and Bronwyn Stewart, the parents of a two- 
year-old bey with irreversible brain damage. At four 
months Ian Stewart underwent a major heart 
operation to save his life. The chance of brain damage 
was admitted but said to be remote. But lan can barely 
see or hear and is in constant distress. His father has 
had to give up his job to help to look after him. The 
strain on the parents has been enormous. They have 
contemplated suicide, holding bade only because of 
their other children. Although the law is against 
euthanasia, the Stewarts feel mat public opinion is on 
their side. The film goes to die intimate heart of a 
dilemma that no family wduM want to have. 

Stevie and Stuart treat the casualties (FTV, 830pm) 

Blues and Twos Around Midnight 
1TV. 830pm 
There can be few less welcome shifts for an ambulance 
crew than Hogmanay in Edinburgh, as 25CLQOO 
revellers cram the dty to welcome in the new year. 
Sure enough, the celebrations soon get out of control 
and paramedics Stevie and Stuart prepare far their 
busiest night of ihe year. The same is true of 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, which by the small hours 
is trying to cope with more than 300 uninvited guests. 
It all makes pulsating footage for this first in a new 
series saluting the skill and bravery of the emergency 

in the search for a bed. Professionalism rules. 

Traces of Gtrih: A Stronger Murder 
BBC2, 9fflpm ' 
The forensic sefenoe series cotnes up with a case so Ml 
of surprises, not to mention formidable detective work, 
that it will surely be turned into a feature fflin if toe is 
not already in production. The discovery in the Vienna 
Woods trfthe naked body ofa murdered prostitute not 
only launches the search for Austria’s first serial killer 
but also has ramifications as far as Los Angeles, where 
mass murderers are comparatively common. So-called 
“stranger killings, where the victim is unknown to the 
murderer, are particularly hand to solve. In this 
instance it took toe hunch of a retired detective in 
Salzburg to supply toe impetus for an investigation 
that covered most of Austria and a wide area of 
California. The reconstruction is grippingly staged. 

Peak Performance: Strike Force 
17V, 730pm ‘ 
David Flan, of Arsenal amt England, is a footballer 
with toe knack of appearing from nowhere to poach 
goals. He calls his stall instinctive but since this is a 
series about science it tries to offer more analytical 
explanations. The talents of Arsenal'S other hiimen, 
lan Wright. Paul Merson and Dennis Bergkamp, are 
also dissected, often with revealing results. What the 
programme fails to mention is that the Gunners' strike 
force, despite the addition this season of the 
enormously expensive Platt and Bergkamp, continues 
to underachieve. For an their talent. Arsenal have a 
modest goal tally compared with many other Premier 
League reams. Perhaps the scientific experts could be 
called back toexplain why. Peter Waymark 

CARLTON 

630am GMTV (2000256) 
935 Win, Lose or Draw (s) (4446850) 
935 London Today (Teletext) (6329492) 

1030The Time... 7be Place (s) (1100188) 
1035 This Morning (57341896) 1230pm London 

Today (Teletext) (6465237) 
1230 fTN News and weather (Teletext) (6799459) 
1235 Home end Away (Teletext) (6767850) 
135 Chain Letters (Teletext) (s) (32126695) 
135 A Country Practice (s) (64489895) 
230Vanessa (Teletext) (s) (18192343) 
230 MfkMJI Our House. Suzj Becker looks at 

unusual homes. This week she visits a 
new house built in the style of a 16th-century manor, 
an at deco home and a witches' commune in 
Drottwich (4636169) 

330 TIN News headlines (Teletext) (2371343) 335 
London Toddy (Teletext) (2370614) 

330 The Rkfdfers (2194701) 3.40 Wbadora (r) (s) 
(7785324) 330 Rupert (1144324) 4.15 MBce and 
Angelo (s) (8265576) 440 Reboot lb Talent 
Night Computer animation (Teletext) (s) (7616276) 

5.10 After 5 with Caron (testing (6259324) 
540ITN News and weather (Teletext) (977904) 
535Your Shout Viewers ar their views (865121) 
6.00 Horae and Away (ti- (Teletext) (817) 
630 London Tonight (Teletext) (169) 
730 Emmerdale. (Teletext) (7459) 

Footballer David Platt spots the ball (730pm) 

730 Peak Performance (a) 
(463) 

8.00 The BiH: Home Truths. After a vicious assault, 
AckJand and Garfield have to sort out some tricky 
family business. (Teletext) (3879) 

830 mmm Blues and Twos (Teletext) (s) 
(5614) 

930 Taggart Devil's Advocate. Episode two of the 
Ihrae-pari drama.' Isla McLennan's sudden 
disappearance raises suspicions; is she the latest 
victim or the culprit? (Teletext) (6324) 

10.00 ITN News at Ten (Teletext) (66053) 1030 London 
Tonight (Teletext) (426850) 

1040 FILM; The Golden Child (1986). Eddie Murphy 
has to recover a child who will bring good into the 
world but who Is being held by a black magician. An 
absurd plot rescued from a fate worse than box- 
office oblivion by the comic talent of Murphy. Also 
starring Charlotte Lewis and Charles Dance. 
Directed by Michael Ritchie. (Teletext) (s) 
(74171817) 

1235am Live from the Ulydrome (r) (s) (9856763) 

135 Not Fade Away (2562216) 235 Shift (6277676) 
3.15 The Crime Hour presented by John Stalker and 

Mary Nightingale (r) 
4.10 On the Live Side (Teletext) (r) (84154299) 
430 The MOHonafres: Clever Trevor. A profile of toe 

former Radio 1 DJ Bruno Brookes (r) (85069454) 
435 The Time.. .The Place (r) (s) (1752367) 
530 ITN Morning News (77831) 

CHANNEL4 

635am Think Tank fr) (Teletext) (s) (5073121) 
7.00 The Big Breakfast (27362) 
9.00 Fifteen To One (r) (Teletext) (s) (76430) 930 Stand 

Stilt, Be Fit fr) (s) (89492) 
moo FILM: Miss Robin Hood (1952). Comedy starring 

the sublimely dotty Margaret Rutherford, with James 
Robertson Justice. Michael Medwm and Dora 
Bryan. Directed by John Guiflermin. (6947091) 

1130 Pink end Blue Blues (9670072) 
1130 Living Memory: The 1970s (r) (7188) 
12.00 House to House Political cfiscussion (63966) 

1230pm Sesame Street (13275) 130 The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz (r) (s) (76279546) 135 SHty Uttle 
Goose (17332904) 

2.10 FILM: Ladies in Love (1936, b/w). Romantic 
comedy-drama starring Janet Gaynor. Loretta 
Young and Constance Bennett who pool their 
savings to rent a plush apartment in Budapest to 
help them to find wealthy husbands. With Don 
Ameche and Tyrone Power Jr. Directed by Edward 
H. Griffith. (Teletext) (834904) 

4.00 Backdate (Teletext) (s) (782) 
430 Countdown (Teletext) (s)(966) 
530 RJcki Lake (7314546) 545 Tenytoons followed by 

Murun Buchstansangur. (974817) 
6.00 Home Improvement Blow Up. American comedy 

series. (Teletext) (s) (459) 
630 New Gamesmaster. Dominft Diamond and Patrick 

Moore test the latest games and challenge 
celebrities to show off their computer skills (s) (411) 

730 Channel 4 News (Teletext) induing headlines and 
weather at 7.30 (700966) 

730 The Slot Viewers1 opinions (768324) 

Asthmatics Shahnaz and daughters (830pm) 

830The Pulse. Medical magazine. Shahnaz Pakravan 
investigates a cure for asthma (Teletext) (s) (4121) 

830A Taste of the Caribbean: Trinidad and Tobago. 
In the second of her six-part series Dormda Hafner 
visits toe Breakfast Shed on Trinidad and learns to 
cook Caflaloo soup Then she goes to Tobago and 
an African Culture Day of goat racing, singing and a 
communal cook-up. (Teletext) (3256) 

9.00 The Roswelt Incident Documentary charting toe 
eerie events of July 4.1947, in the desert outside 
Roswell, New Mexico, when it seemed to many 
level-headed onlookers that aliens had landed (r). 
(Teletext) (s) (4906) 

10.00 FILM: Wedding Day Blues (1988). Feuding 
friends and family members sabotage what should 
have been a perfect wedding, turning it mto a 
nightmare. Only the bridegroom and best man 
weather the storm of comic mtsunderstanefings. 
With Cloris Leach man, Eileen Brennan and Scott 
Valentine. Directed by Paul Lynch. (Teletext) 
(179966) 

1145 Rory Brenmer, Apparently (r) (s) (303275) 

1230am Dispatches (r) (Teletext) (2137015) 
135 FILM: Sitting In Limbo (1986) Documentary-style 

drama based cm the real-life experiences ol tour 
black teenagers living in Montreal. Directed by 
John N. Smith fTeterexl) (162676). Ends at 3.15 

VARIATIONS 
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As London excopt 115S Speed Babies 
IR7K7S501 1JB-1J5S Home end Amoy 
|S^5J Chgi 

S8S 
GJ0-7JX)AngtaNswE 
Fade Away (W567B3] 
a25 The Crtne Hour jaB68928).Jg0.^i 
Eversng with PlaOcto Vomnga pfflOW) 
4jOThe time . Ihe Place (14947) 5JM The 

New Mr & Mrs Show (5852$ 

5.10 Homo and Amy (6250324) S37- 
&4Q Three Minutes • CrtneswppwB 
(885885) &00 Msrtfan TonljJl (817) «J»- 
7M Gateways (160) 1030-1040 Marian 
News and Washer (426850) i£23am Not 
Fade Amy (0856783) 1J» Shift (2582218) 
22S The Crime Hour (8151270) 030 An 
Evening wBi Haado Domingo (87855) 4J0 
The Time-, the Place (14947) 5M 
Fteescreen £9522) 

2JSO-&20 

Ssr sbs°»ssa 
(6259324) 6JS-7JO 
iV&tttier (306237) 1UMM® CertTC* 

imtset (3476812) SJ» Asan Eye (3905096) 

GRANADA 

ctrnM W7B7BSO) US Home am nmy 

(76257334) 3^fL30 Grerada N«ra 
(23TO614) 01*040 A tarty 

025-7JW Gnwria TonigN 

SSm 
(4566501 4304.58 JoWna* (85«fi«54J 

(9768053) °{i gi92343) 
l£n27324) (1-SS3 
2J50-3SO vanessa J48361B9) 
HTV Wes 4)01 OHMOA 

430 The Tima.-, p* J*0 
gnW htew ft* 4 Mrs Show 

0522? 

Weather (426850) 

WESTCOUNTHY 
A» London «oept: »55 Wesaaitty News 
(8323492) IfcflO-f(LSSThs Time. ttePOce 
(1100185 12-20pm Waatcourtiy News 
fB4949S5) 1025-1030 My S«xy (B4932S6) 
US5 Chffln Letters (6787850) 1JZS 
Emmerdale (321266») . 1.SS-&20 Home 
end Awey (S4489685) iSOSJW A Ocwrtiy 
PJactfca (4636166) &2S4J0 Wtetcountiy 
New: Washer (2370614) 5.10540 Home 
and Amy (8259334) OOO-TroWWoxrtiy 
Live (92035) 10304040 WestcounSy 
News. Whether *426850) tZJSem Not Fade 
Away (B8567B3) 126 Shift (2S6Z21B) 025 
the Cme How (6268028) &20 An Ewrane 
with Pteddo 'QomtnflD (3390744) 430 The 
Tftne.. Ihe Place (14B47) 530 The New Mr & 
Mrs Show (5B&22) 

YORKSHIRE 
Aa London except: OS5 Celandar News 
and Weather (6329492) 1030-1035 The 
lime., the Place (1100188) I220pn>-1230 
Calender News end Wesiher (6465237)135 
Ernneidtee .(762S6EB5) 236 vanessa 
(18191614) 025330 YortoHre: Cetendar 
News / BSsdaie. Network North (2370614) 
5.10-040 Home end Away (6256324) 055 
Calendar / Network North (145895) B30- 
730 Tortghi (169) 1030-1040 Calendar 
Nqwb end Wh^BT (42685TB 1£AOm Fttrv 
A smao Kteng (2489838) 2.10 htol Fade 
Away (619^22) 3.10 SOt (377646^ 435 
Champions: Where Am they Now? 
(78537473) 4J5 JobfindBr (2735270) 

^^ST^4S?) 1000-1035 The 
1230pn»-1230 

Eteh«d The 

S4C * 
State 7 J10 The Big BreaMaH (27363) 94M 
Fifteen To One (76430) 930 S^dSSi Be Ft 
(69492) 1030 Ffcn: Mies RoMn Hood 
(6947061) 1130 Ptnh-And Bkje Blues 

■ (9670072) 1130 BO Yeaitt ThB 19803(718^ 
IZjOOpm House To House (63986) 1230 
Madeira (90506) l30StKMeUrtr (97i2l) 
130 F*rc Tm Pan Aiey (13004850) 3.15 
fficfcl rate (9074459) 430 Backdate (782) 
430 Tfawku S66) 930 5 Punp Unad 5 
(5237) 930 Countdown (546) 630 
Maun (50GB6Q 6.1a Heno (168071) 
730 Poboi Y Cwn (451362) 735 Pwy Dl 
Pwy? (919275) 830 Cyw Haul (4121) 830 
Ne»,dJon ffSBSt BOB A 5S (4868! 10M 
Wy Mgus ■ (£4895) 1030 FSm- Kec 
(6035337) 1235am DiSpOtChei 1211E522) 

i 

SATELLITE 

• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Vision sup¬ 
plement, published Saturday 

SKY ONE 

The Violent Men (1956) 147482)1030The 
Cotweraattoo (1974) (72599324) 1235am 
HUralaar (1987) (572216) 130-925 The 
Adventures of RoUn Hood (1938Q 
(872541) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

730am Thfl DJ KrX Shew (53965) 630 
Power Rangers (15343) 830 Press Your 
Luck (14614) 930 Gout TV (60986! 930The 
Oprai WWrey Show (2254q 1030 Concan- 
trahon (94850) 1130 Sely Jeasy Raghaei 
(484 Jl) 12JK Jeopardy! (38430) 1230pm 
lAcphy Brown (46072) 130 The watune 
(40527) 2.00GemidO (62360) 330 Court TV 
(8237) 330 Iha Opctfi Winfrey Show 
(2229411) 4.15 Undun (4912966) 530 Star 
Trefc TM Next QanareUon (2817) 830 TM 
Stmpsona (6506) 630 Jeopardy) (3148) 
730 LAPO (8546) -730 M*A*S1H (9072) 
930 Due Soute (72140) 930 The Commwh 
(92604) 1030 Star Trek TM Next Genera¬ 
tion (9509111130 Lae and Order (87904) 
12.00 Owld lawmen (6304015) 1238 TM 
UnouchebiBB (6606210) 130 TM Edge 
(23218) 230330 Hft Mix (6803522) 

SKY NEWS 

«jOObhi For the FMt Ttma (I960) (65463) 
030 The Fabulous AdmMums of Dm 
Munchausen (23072) 1030 Easy to Love 
(1853) (474301 1230 Touch Of Truth 

19S1) (B49B5) 430 The Fabulous Attimn- 
ftuw of Bwon Itariaum (8091) 830 
Tocich of Drulh (1894) (64121) 830 Aca 
Ventura: Pet Datecthw p984) (25527) 
930 Tha Mowte Show (56546)1030 Short 
Cute (1993) (98151275) 135am Confao- 
slartsaf a Pop Performer (1076) (591270) 
230 Water (1985) (710183) 430330 A 
GW In Every Port (1951) (B4S015) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Nawe on the Mur 
630am Sunrise (8386879) 1030 ABC 
Ntghtane (92482) 1130 World News and 
Business (400891) 130pm CBS Neva 
(97362) 230 Pariameni Urn (8S256) 230 
Parkamanl Lnfi (8990) 430 Worid News and 
Buateess (43140) S30 U« a Few (61904) 
630 TorteW with Adam Btxdon (BB430) 
830 Worldwide Report (9343) 930 Wbdd 
News end Busrass (72S9B5) 1130 CBS 
New (68904) 1230am ABC New (29980) 
130 Torighl vWh Adam Bouton Reptay 
(56763) 230 Newsmaker (70560) 330 
ParfaraanrFteplay (82305) 430 CBS News 

1530-630/ .. (84812) J I ABC News (19831) 

SKY MOVIES 

B30am They DM vmi Thatr Bants CM 
(1941) (2387305J; &2D BJO* f19B8> 
(74002072) 1030 I Spy Return (1893) 
(48775614) 1230 Punpinfl Non te The 
Women (1989$ (15053) 230pm The 
Helcnptar Sola* (1967) (66343) 430Tnm 
Stories (1986) (7121) BMC I Spy Returns 
(1893) (19239186) 730 US Top Tan 
(509506) 830 Han Without a Face (1998) 
(78324) 1030 Fortress (IBM) (241782) 
1130 Used People (1992) (218343) 
140am Printed Mart {1932} (i34Tiasj 
335-530 Aspen Extreme (1993) 
(73258170) 

Sky Movies Gold tram 10pm to 
SOOem Under the Urrtxela Tree (3 n 16140) 
630 Freeze Rock (38620102) 730 Nan 
Adventures of IMnrve the Pooh (66276689) 
730 DucMatas (81026966) 630 Ct*p cf 
Data Rescue Rangere J49974606) 830 
Admnpjiee n Wonderland (49973966) 930 
Wan Disney Preserve (31134188) 1030 
Under the Umbrete Tree H2925594) 1030 
ftwgte Rock (49996430) 1130 Moppet 
Baevas (68252614) 1130 Welcome to Poch 
Comer (6S253343) 1230 Quatt Ana* 
(489777B2) 1230pm Dunotfs Cireue 
(12244594) 130 Adventures, m Wondertanfl 
(711215301 130 TM STnfcsS Show 
(13694035) 230 TM Toikelsons (2D3820S3) 
230 Faene Tate Theatre (18811382) 330 
New Adventures of WWne tee Pooh 
(63410742) 430 Crack Ana* (172B0099) 
430 Ducttates (3385463) S3D Chip V 
Dale Rescue Rangers P0386633) 530 
Danger Bay (66239763) 630 Tacan 
(29064188) 630 Drasass (16830558) 730 
F1M: Menace on the Mountain (67637072) 
830-1030 Uusc Speaat fir 585508) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 
430pm TM Great Days of Our Century: 
October. Russian Revolution (4770508) 530 
TM Changing Face ot Britain (82855081 
630-730 Btogephy: Hercutes (5148343) 

THE SCt-Fl CHANNEL 

130am Swamp (56Z4742) 130 Ray Sred- 
txsy 230 FILM Knar Bees (9024305) 330- 
430 TM Msfeng of Species (3903657) 

TLC 
930mn Parang (6774904) 930 Grow With 
Joe (7121256) 1030 Two s Country 
(7521527) 1030 Ois House (B7701B8) 
1130 TM Panted House (5154169) 1130 
Repairs 15155898) 1230 Jufa Chid 
(6754140) 1230pm TM Frugal Gowns 
(7125072) 130 Tan Can Cook (8297324) 
130 Local Heroes (7134343) 230 Oo&. 
WHh Distear (3841411) 230 Secret Gardens 
(1928275) 330 Two's Country (2680646) 
330430 Thie Old House (1990492) 

UK GOLD 

Barfirfc (7404324) 736 GrTmmy (817B89B) 
7AS Mcktccn Breakfast Feast (1367701) 
930 Alvin (76099) 930 Pee-Wae (47168) 
1030 Banana Sandwich (58643) 1130 
Chidren s BBC (97169) 1230 Mage School 
Bus (13633) 1230pm Gmrny 141904) 130 
Gteba) Guts (91985) 130Veonaras (40275) 
230 CttiMren's BBC (5K081 330 TM 
Lntlesi Pei Shop (2695) 330 Hero Turtles 
(4762) 430 TM Ferats (3817) 430 Rugrais 
(2701) 530 Sister Sister (7140) 530 Nancy 
Drew (3053) 6.00 Ren and Snmpy (5B86) 
630 Pete and PBte (4546) 730 TM Odyssey 
(7904) 730-830 Drania (3430) 

DISCOVERY 

(69614) 1030 Treasure Hunt (62701) 1130 
Neon Rclw (88188) 1230 1Mn 182314) 
1230am Bordenown (67928) 130 Seamen 
(560961 130 Rhode (70164) 230 Btg 
Brother Jake (83855) 230 Neon Rxler 
(36164) 330 Rhode (77164) 430 Big 
Brother Jake (98657) 430430 Ocean 
Odyssey (77569) 

MTV 

430pm Bush Tucker (1919527) 430 L>le- 
boat (1906411) 530 Treasure (2665091) 
530 Terra X ((92209(1 830 (motion 
(1929904) 630 Beyond 2000 (3526576) 
730 Adhir C dartre (1909140) 830 TM 
Professionals (4937527) 930 Top Marques 
(5167633) 930 Science Detectives 
(71125061 1030 Wheats (49f0850| 1130- 
1230 islands (8207700 

BRAVO 

630am Awake (85966) 730 The Grind 
(81633) BOO 3 from 1 (8918053) 8.15 Aw&e 
(2219968) 930 Videos 1209617) 1230 Soul 
(88695) 130pm Hts (77343) 230 Mux 
Ncrv Slop (4466481)3.15 3 horn 1(3847965) 
330 Sports (9256) 430 Cramtes 4.15 
Hangmg Ore |43i3i40i BOO News BIS 
Hangng Out (4246140) 530 Del MTV 
(B527) 630 Boom' (64879) 7.00 Hangig 
Out (72188) 830 Hts (58S08) 930 TM 
Wbrst of Most Wanted (34430) 930 Guxte to 
Alternative Music (48850) 1030 Beavts and 
Bret-Head (38968) 1130 News 11,15 
Onemetc (8S869S) 1130 Aeon Ftux (502751 
1230 The Prise (76164) 1230m TMErtd7 
(42960) 130 Videos (9400637) 

Sellers, Attenborough and 
Carmichael (Bravo, 4.00pm) 

News (00870) BOO wrgstUng Stparaare 
[83140] 930 Aenrics Oz Styte (76017) 930 
Gran Roots Rugby 149548) «J30 ice 
Wamora (29782) 1230 Cricket South Africa 
v England (1909685) B23 Spons Centre 
(530891) 830 W3rtd Mssiars Otcfcef (88091 ( 
1030 Sky Soorts Centra (33492) 1030Tight 
Lras (78904) 1130 Cricket H^BghtS 
(97258) 130 Wortd oi Rubby Union (69034) 
230230 SpOrtB Certre (ffiS47) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

EUROSPORT 

730am Rugby (4157121) 830 Neteustera 
(4173168) 930 Ford Scorpio GoB USA 
(4178256) 1130 Rugby (7749782) 1230* 
130am Naifaustera (5292183) 

SKY SOAP 

730am Angeis (8290411) 730 NergNboura 
(B219546) 830 Sons and Daughters 
(8753411) 930 EastEnders [6752783 930 
TM Bd (6778362) 930 TM SUtivane 
(7123614) 1030 AB Creetues Great and 
Sma» (8206430) 1130 DdDas (8295966) 
1230 Sons end Daughters (8753998) 
1230pm Nerghboura (7127430) 130 East- 
Endere (8299752) 130 7M Bd (7126701) 
230 TM Sullivans (61385527) 235 Are You 
Bang Served? (2597430) 330 Angola 
(2662804) 830 BbOrato (1062850) 430 
Casualy 05778121) B05 Generaaon Geme 
(77683898) 6.15 Kenny's Cone Cure 
(8032614) B25 EastEnders (7032528) 730 
□dorado (2654985) 730 Happy Ewer Altar 
(1B1B8B8} BOO George end MNoted 
(2663633) 830 Horae James (26421401 
930 Minder (4919121) 1030 TM B4 
(9957140) 1035 Classic Sport (6986343) 
1135 KYTV (2010512) 12.10am Dr Mu 
(4721386) 1230 FUt. Beyond a Raeaon- 
Btte Doubt (88778560) 235 Shoppng 

1230 FILM. Ptan 9 Irom Greer Space 
(6911275) 130pm Death Vatey Dayc 
(71231601230 banger Man (7519782) 930 
TM Buccaneers (2657072) 930 W46am Tet 
(1927546) 430 FLM. I'm All Agra Jack. With 
Peter Scfcro. fteftard Anartwough and lan 
Carmchaei (2668188) 630 Dead a 21 
(1916430) 630 Jbgoi King (3421922) 730 
TM Protectors (19039E6) BOO Space 1999 
(4924053) 930 TM Prooner 14944617) 
1030-1230 FBJM- Porky'S (5145411) 

UK LIVING 

VH-1 
730am Power Breakfast (7761904) 930 
Cate (8S2SB50) 1230 Heart and Soul 
(5*51817) 130pm \Arryl (51372371230 Neil 
and Tkn Fmn (B900071) 330 um tee Mrstc 
(2253256) 630 Del Amtri (5140701) 730 
VH-1 for You (4166879) 830 Review 
(4175527) 930 Kristy McCott (4188091) 
1030 Vinyl (41588EOI 1130 TM Bridge 
(8447546) 130am Agfa Said Fred 
(24KC70) 230 Dswn fistful 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

730am Ratty Rad (58825) 830 EquMt - 
rarasm (85S0Q 930 Lwa Biathlon (56782) 
1130 Emote (241481 1130 L*e Alpine 
SUM (24169) 130pm Skrteton (33985] 
230Snawboart3tng (1584) 230 Car on kx 
(60911330 Snooker (57053) 430 FooftaS 
160500) BSO Lira HandMB (B6614) 830. 
RuayRra(W9E)030ProWrastBng[iae66) 
1030 Bowng (11053) 1130 Strencfh 
(5B30B) 1230-1SL30W1 RaSy Rad (S8744) 

730am Guidteg bghl (7GS925G) 738As tee 
Wbdd Tuns (82EM27S) 830 Ffeytcn Ptaoa 
(2400131) 030 Days of Ore Ltues (7062614) 
iai 0-1130 Another World (1527825) 

SKY TRAVEL 

TCC 

430pm TM Rose TeOoo (1950) (6063) 
630 Faring tat Lon (1984) (75275) 8-00 

SKY SPORTS 

730am Sports Canoe (94072) 730 Racing 

1130m asabarewer (478M56) mo 
Rtedaio Freedom (4780685) 1230 
et YOU wortd (9606S94J 1230pm Frvgel 
Gourmet (5130334) 130 Around tho World 
(7762633) 1JO Travel (5139695) 230 9a 
(D7SS4E3) 930 Getaway [B2S425Q 3J0- 
4,00 Boomerang (2316633) 

630am Swan's Qosanp 
Pugwal t»053) 730 Realtor Not (60140) 
730 CaMomia Dreams (89275) B30 Sweet 
Vafley FBgh (49072) B30 Tiny TCC 
(55996904) 1235pm Tiny TCC (49906121) 
230 Jfti Henson (5053) 330 Sonc (8411) 
330 Pl« Panther (7896) 430 CaBomu 

f9633) 43«W.OO Sweet vaiey HiEti ISfiiti 

NICKELODEON 

6.00am Agony Hour 730 Kflroy (9789459) 
830 Esther (9300324) 630 Front Gardens 
(9309695) 930 Goremet ketend (3231140) 
9l3S Kate and Alfa (2438053) 103S Jerry 
Springer (64723850 1130 TM Young and 
the Restless (8884411) 1135 Brookside 
(6423896) 1230pm Dangerous Women 
(9824988) 130 Crosswas 230 Afjony Hex* 
330 Live at Three (1067140)430 Wamsuon 
UK (15224111 430 Crosswtts (3124072) 
635 Lingo (825944921 530 Lucky Ladders 
830 Bewnched [1549168) 630 Broofcside 
(2131)211 735 FOKXteS (2984362) 740 
Joker's WU (10429041836 TM Yoreig m 
tee Restless (5162275) 930 FILM. Uttte 
White LMs (8745966) 1130-1230 Sex 
(6761121) 

FAMILY CHANNEL 

ZEE TV* 

730am Asian Morning (66096968) 830 Ytie 
Lara Stones 113955594) 930 Tam* FILM- 
Araso Anraro (90740633) 1230 Dekh Bha 
Dekri H3355530) 1230pm Ifria Show 
(53274701) 130 Hnd FLM (GS08343) 

430Zee Top Ten (42733411)630 Zee Zbne 
(37325091) BSO Pun(abi Ft* (11181050) 
830 Courxdcwn to Cnckei (11111091) B30 
ZM and U (11102343) 730 Airtzfeshan 
(37312527) 730 Gafaxzae (11108527) 8,00 
News (37321275) 830 Andar (373D07B2) 
930 Lkdu SertaL- Kactrey DMpey 
157152343) 1030 Zee Horror Show 1Q3Q 
Tore Zingoa® P24004Q8) 1130 Command- 
B (42734140) 1130-1230 Sfl KflStXH 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

630sm Henry's Cat (5694350) 6.19 Bfee 
(5026171 6.45 TOJCffli Tat (8345343) 730 

530pm Ocean Odyssey (3570930 Tran 
(333546) 5-65 Batman IB765271 530 
Catchphrase (7102) 730 Thruu^i tea 
Keynote (33321 730 My Dm Dads (6546) 
830 McKenna (48850) 930 RUte Rendefl 

CWOOIBIMRI5am friTwnjtW Hm 
730pro The CantenVa Shorn nr 
(82476427) 930 Shoes of on Rstra 
(1968) (73429053) 1130 Ot Hunanffe 
£«> (K023324) 245^^ g 
BUM (19SS) (86535742) 

-7*r 

i 
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CRICKET 38 
ILLINGWORTH READY 
TO RING IN THE 
CHANGES FOR ENGLAND SPORT 

RUGBY UNION 41 
SCOTLAND KEEP 

FAFTH WITH 
TRIED AND TESTED 

THURSDAY JANUARY 111996 

Coach to stand down after European championship to concentrate on court battles 

Venables leaves 
MARGASPIANP 

FA in muddle 
over England 

By Rob Hughes, football correspondent 

SO MUCH of the life and 
times of Terry Venables has 
the fictional quality of an 
episrjdeof£asr£nders that one 
hesitates even now to accept as 
final the announcement that 
he will be the England coach 
only until the country is elimi¬ 
nated — or victorious — in the 
European championship this 
summer. 

So much of the Football 
Association's thinking is more 
muddled than any soap opera 
that one wonders whether the 
FA wants him. trusts him or 
can cope with the litigation 
and innuendo around him. 
For all the apparent logic in 
Venablcss statement last 
night, in which he said he 
must give his time in the 
autumn to fighting Alan Sug¬ 
ar. the Tottenham Hotspur 
chairman, in the High Court, 
there is the nagging truth that 
the legal implications were 
known at Lancaster Gate be¬ 
fore he even crossed the 
threshold. So. if resignation 
after Euro ■% is irreversible, is 
ha premature announcement, 
or one that comes two years 
too late? 

One must learn to never say 
never when it comes to 
Venables. One often has to 
read between the lines of his 
statements and his actions. “In 
the circumstances, the things 
I*ve got ahead could be prob¬ 
lematical.” he said with under¬ 
statement yesterday. “Around 
October or November (when 
England play vital World Cup 
qualilying games] I could be in 

court, and that's something I 
feel I have to do. It may be a bit 
of an embarrassment for the 
FA. and if that were OK with 
my employers, it would be no 
problem. But there will always 
be people who say that it is a 
distraction ... but this makes 
me even more determined to 
leave the job on a successful 
note. I will do everything in 

RssuB 
England 1 Denmart 0 
cngland 5 Gieuco 0 
England 0 Norway 0 
England 2 US 0 
England 1 Homana 1 
England 1 MganaQ 
EnglaxJ 0 Uruguay 0 
England 2 Japan I 
England 3 Snfffen 3 
England 1 Bras* 1 
England 0 Cokxnbca 0 
Nornwy 0 England 0 
England 3 Swcerind 1 
England l Portugal 1 

How Venables compares ft) former 
England coacheo after 14 games 

□sue 
Mar 9. 1994 
May 17. 1994 
MaylS. 1»4 
Sepi 7, 1994 
Oa 12 1994 
Nov 16 1994 
Mar 29. 1995 
June 3. 1996 
JuneS 1995 
June II. 1995 
Sepi 6.1995 
Oct 11 1995 
Hov 15. 1995 
Dec 12. 1995 

P W 
Waller Wjntertjorom . 14 12 
Sir All Ramsey _14 10 
Don Revs?__14 9 
Ron Greenwood .— M 10 
Bobby Robson _— 14 t 
Graham Taylor-u 10 
Terry Varebtoc-14 6 

L F A 
0 54 11 
3 51 22 
1 29 e 
1 29 9 
2 26 B 
1 22 8 
1 20 10 

my power to make 'it so.” The 
fact is that Venables and the 
FA are announcing their part¬ 
ing of the ways before any¬ 
thing in the football sense is 
proven for or against him. 
They gave him a contract, an 
act of faith when he was out of 
work and even then entangled 
in a legal quagmire, up to and 
including the European 

a Q □ m □ 
□ □ □ m s 

DEG 

No 675 in association with 
BRITISH MIDLAND 

CROSS 
Literary hack-work world 
t4.br 

1 Indian a-*?) 
Unseeing (5i 
Tidy: instructed t"» 
Diagram, rr.ap i5j 
Rich! to r.afely {nj 
O’d mcdinm-dislancedun 
fbf 
Brilliant diMinciinn f5j 

IS Droplet-sprayer '7j 
21 Indian -kin-iem i5j 
22 One fmni Nnnh East Spain 

S 
10 
H 
12 
15 

17 

25 L'nme and Punishment 
author Mfl; 

DOWN 
( Impressive, splendid (5J 
2 Higher (51 
3 Snlkf. constant. regular ffi) 
4 D. Du Maurier novel; wife 

of Isaac (7) 
5 Tombstone message (7) 
6 Plot resolution MO) 
C On which one signs fb.4> 

13 Greek nymph; Caribbean 
song (7i 

14 NHS customer: virtuous as 
Griseida »7j 

16 Socially awkward lb) 
19 Old property tax 
20 Foolish: rinse (cricket) (?l 

PRIZES; 
THE WINNER will receive a return ticket 
tra'-tllin" ixoncmy class to anywhere on 
British Midland’s'tiomesric or internarii.mai 
network. 
THE RLNNER-UP will receive a return 
riefce: lo anywhoc onmBritish Midland's 
domestic rerxork. British Midland offers British Midland j 
un etfensive range of depsirture and destination point, i 
thrcuf^iuui the L‘K as well as Europe. As the L'ks wci/nd largest, 
scheduled service airline sind Hcatnrnwt second bigeesi user, it ; 
operates a flee: of 7c- aircraft on over 12fK'l flights per «vck i 
throughout the UK and Europe. 
.Mi flight-. are subject lo availability. _ ' 

st your entry to Times Two Crossword. PO Box 6886, 
fidon E2SSPtoairfteby n«d Monday. The winners' names 
I solution will appear on Wednesday. 

ms/Address 

SOLUTION TO No 674 
ACROSS: I MirigaiL* 5 Odds 8 Castaway 9 Bung II E*gy 
12 Measles 15 Hazard 15 Proton f? Selfish 19 Color. 21 Lair 
22 Informal 23 Oral 24 Sensuous 
DOWN: I Macbeth 2 Taste 3 Gravy train 4 Trauma 6 Double) 
7 Sages 10 Capricious HZuleika » Nonplus 17 Whinge 18 Salvo 
20 Limnu 

championship. Why should 
anyone expect that he has 
earned an extension to that 
deal, one that could possibly 
have cost the FA the better 
part of £500,000? 

You cannot judge a man 
alter 14 uncompetitive match¬ 
es. The record of only six wins, 
only 20 goals and, indeed, only 
one defeat tells us little, 
because the word friendly has 
been paramount to his work 
and that of the opposition. 
Friendly implies experimenta¬ 
tion, it denotes that the result 
need not necessarily be count¬ 
ed. that both managers are 
searching for rhythm, team¬ 
work. using the play as a 
platform for the future. 

I will declare my hand. I 
would not, on the basis of a 
series of friendly games, reap¬ 
point any manager, any 
coach, and I would be greatly 
concerned by the allegations 
that continue to come, as 
regularly as London buses, 
with Venables. The FA seems 
as confused now as it was in 
the beginning when, two years 
ago. Sir Bert Millichip. its 
ageing chairman, stated that 
Venables would be coach 
“over my dead body", and 
promptly helped to appoint 
him. Alas, Miliichip'S legacy 
— for, at 82. he has given 
notice that he will retire this 
summer—is another muddle. 

Millichip was ready to ex¬ 
tend the contract, but neither 
he nor anyone has a due who 
will succeed him as chairman. 
How, then, could Millichip 
know if the next leader of 
football in England would 
support the reappointment? 

The priority at Lancaster 
Gate should be obvious. The 
FA must move quicker than 
usual and accelerate the 
nomination of the next chair¬ 
man before it even contem¬ 
plates the new coach, ft is no 
good calling fan Stott and 
Noel White, two members of 
the 15-man international com¬ 
mittee. Judases for their public 
disquiet over the way the 
media and Sir Ben appeared 
to be hastening towards a new 
contract for Venables. Rather, 
these two might be seen as the 
two wise men of the commit¬ 
tee. the two reasonable and 
questioning minds. 

The whole of football would 
prefer to isolate the football 
man. and not the beleaguered 
private man. and get behind 
Venables. “They should have 
left him alone to do his job.” 
Fred Venables. Terry's father, 
said on Radio 5 Live yesterday. 
“Terry is a football man. I 
don't think they can get any¬ 
one in this country better than 
him. and now they111 have to 
try. ivonT they?" 

Indeed they will. Immediate 
candidates who come to mind 
are Kevin Keegan, for his flair 
and inspiration, Bryan Rob¬ 
son. because he is a coach ir. 
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FA chose 
to ignore 
warning 

signs 
By Fetter Ball 

Venables has had much to think about on and off the field, during his brief tenure as the England coach 

PERHAPS the greatest sur¬ 
prise in Terry Venables's deci¬ 
sion to stand down as England 
coach is not his failure to gain 
support from the Football 
Association (FA) now, but the 
fact that he was given the 
position at alL If his troubles 
off the field show no-sign of 
ending, they were visible be¬ 
fore he was appointed. 

T think there are many 
people who would like to see 

' Venables as England manag¬ 
er, but he has this funny 
reputation," Sir Bert 
MulLchip, the FA chairman, 
said on January 13, 1994. 
Three days later, even though 
the Financial Times had pub¬ 
lished an article questioning 
Venables’s business dealings, 
Millichip had put those 
qualms aside, suggesting that 
if Venables should be appoint¬ 
ed to coincide with the Euro¬ 
pean championship draw, “it 
would be a marvellous- publi¬ 
city stunt". 

Sadly, much of Venables's 
publicity since then has under¬ 
mined him. Before he was 
appointed as England coach, 
the war with Alan Sugar, the 
Tottenham Hotspur chair¬ 
man, had already readied the 
courts, Venables failing in his 
attempt to regain control afthe 
dub. A Panorama pro¬ 
gramme in 1993 had raised 
questions about the way that 
he bad financed his share of 
the purchase of Tottenham. 

Doubts had been raised 
about die £200,000 paid to 

. Gino San tin over the transfer 
of Paul Gascoigne. It was 
.alleged by Sugar that E50.000 
was paid to Frank Mclintock 
as a “bung" for Brian Clough. 
That became die subject of a 
police inquiry, but was 
dropped for lack of evidence. 
Edermote. Venables’s com¬ 
pany which was at die centre 
of hzs purchase of Tottenham, 
was wound up on petition 
from Tottenham in May 1994. 

The costs of his court cases, 
however, continued to linger, 
and Scribes West, his dub, 
has also been involved in his 
financial problems. 

Venables is being sued by 
Sugar for libel after state¬ 
ments in his autobiography, 
while Venables, himself, in¬ 
tends to resort to the courts to 
dear his name with writs 
against Panorama among 
others. 

the Venables set-up and conti¬ 
nuity is prized, and possibly 
the favourite. Gerry Frauds, 
the Tottenham manager, who 
can crgarJse players into a 
team beyond their technical 
deficiencies. 

Wha: makes Francis a very 
likely ar.d rredibie replace¬ 
ment is the riming. His reluc¬ 
tance throughout his 
managerial career to sign 
lengthy ccrJrans means that 
he will be free man o! the 
moment the FA need someone 
in June. Keegan is tied to a ten- 
year contract with Newcastle 
United, has just built a home 
on the dun chairman's estate, 
and wiil be a messiah on 

Tyneside if he lands the FA 
Carling Premiership tide. 

Just down the road, and 
some way behind in aspira¬ 
tion, is Robson. His commit- 
mem to Middlesbrough and 
his coaching experience with 
England are in their infancy. 
.And even his presence inside 
Venables's team cannot com¬ 
pensate for the lack of experi¬ 
ence. Keegan might be the 
ideal person to cope with the 
media circus but Francis is 
available if willing. 

Sugar, having driven out 
Venables and continued to 
hound him. would thus be 
deprived of the dub manager 
who has lately been Totten¬ 

ham's saviour. A final twist of 
irony in the “factional'’ whirl 
around the Venables story. 

it is not yet goodbye, not 
even au revoir. It is clarifica¬ 
tion of what the original 
contract offered, a chance to 
guide England to the Euro¬ 
pean championship. "Do 
what you gotta do, sunshine.” 
Fred Venables said in Dagen¬ 
ham Iasi night. “Don't worry 
about Terry, he can take them 
all righL" In the purely 
footballing sense, one can only 
hope there is something in thi's 
parental plea. 

Final derision. page I 
Hughes recall page 40 

Respect for past, fears for future 
By <Xr Sports Staff 

TERRY VENABLES'S deci¬ 
sion to stand down this sum¬ 
mer shocked many within the 
domestic game. Players and 
managers were quick to 
praise the England coach and 
to reflect on the problems that 
his post carried with it 

Craig Brown, his Scotland 
counterpart, said: “1 have the 
utmost respect for Terry as a 
coach and that's all that 
matters — 1 am not concerned 
about cfi-ihe-field matters. 

“Of coarse, international 
managers are conscious of the 
image that they must portray 
and the fact that we have to 
uphold traditions, and I'm 
sure that Terry arts with 
honesty and integrity." 

Brown might play a part in 
bringing Venables's reign to 
an early dose if His side were 
to prevent England from 
qualifying for the knockout 
stages’ of the championships 
when they meet at Wembley 
in June. “England will be a 
very- difficult game for us in 
ihe European championships 
due in great part to Terry’s 
skill as a coach." he said. 

Bobby Gould, the Wales 
manager, said- "Teny played 
al the top level and has been a 
manager a long lime. The FA 

knew what was happening 
when they took him on and 
knew the situation afl along. 

“One has to make sure that 
your lifestyle is such that 
peopie cant get at you and 
Terry has been exposed in this 
area. Terry 's problem is that 
he hasn't had competitive 
Barnes." 

Bryan Hamficra. the Nor¬ 
thern Ireland manager, said; 
"Teny Venables is a very 
talented football coach and he 
hasn't had the easiest of jobs 
as England manager. 

"He’s done extremely well 

to build up the team towards 
the European champion¬ 
ships. What has gone on with 
the FA is his own private 
matter." 

Darren Artderton was 
"shocked and saddened" by 
the news. The England mid- 
field player, signed by 
Venables when he was man¬ 
ager of Tottenham Hotspur, 
said: “Terry is the best coach 1 
have ever worked with and 
almost certainly the best in 
the country. It seems a strange 
derision. It's sad because 
things are looking good for 

Lineker does not think 
England's chances this 
summer will be affected 

Gould: feels Venables 
struggled due to lack 
of competitive games 

the England side in the build¬ 
up to Euro 

Two former England for¬ 
wards now working in the 
media were equally con¬ 
cerned. Trevor Brooking felt 
that it left the FA in a difficult 
position with regard to ap¬ 
pointing a successor. 

“It's a great shame about 
the timing.” he said. "I donlt 
think Kevin Keegan would 
want to leave Newcastle with 
them in their current position 
and Bryan Robson is just 
settling in at the Riverside: 
English football finds itself in 
a horrendous position." 

Gary Lineker said: “J don't 
think Terry's derision will 
affect our Euro *96 chances. 
We faced the same situation 
in the 1990 World Cup, when 
we knew that Bobby Robson 
would be quitting at the end 
of the competition. The real 
worry is qualifying for (he 
1998 Work! Cup." 

Harry Redknapp, the West 
Ham United manager, said: 
"I cant think of anyone who 
could do the job any . better. 
Whoever takes it ends 19 
getting slaughtered and they 
get nothing but grie£" 

Redknapp is a 50-1 outsider 
for the post and added: “Fm 
definitely not in the running. 
I’d like to live a fewyears yet" 

CALL THE WORLD FOR 
A FEW ROB LESS. 

JllPPPg 

USA £L28 £3.40 62% 

bMfia £7.39 OU4 35% 

Soetb Africa £4J1 £7.05 32% 

Hoag Koag £4J2 £6ifi 36% 

Jopa £434 £877 51% 

Anstrafia £234 £573 55% 

BrazR £7.16 £9.94 28% 

Canada £1J5 £3.40 49% 

Ganury/fnad £2-22 £159 14% 

Israel £&69 £875 19% 

(Price coopaisou based os a 10 umrte cal} 

* Savtap to 100's of nutrias 

* *iml« Mines' boms mrodoblo 
* No startup costs, membership or {obwig fees 

* Business sod Residential customers welcome. 

* Operators avahdde, 24fcrs a day, 7 days a week. 

FREEPHONE 
0800 376 66 66 
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BEFORE YOU PHONE THE WORLD. PHONE US. 
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